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PREFACE. 


In the present edition of the Sliad, the text has been carefully 
revised. A much larger body of annotations than was contained 
in the former editions has been subjoined to this, and a small portion 
only of the old notes has been incorporated with the new. It would 
have been a pleasing task to furnish a minute and critical com- 

-Mentary upon the whole [liad ; but such a commentary would have 
enlarged the work greatly beyond the plan which had been deter- 
mined on. It was thought better to explain in detail a portion only 
of the Iliad, —a portion which would probably embrace nearly all 
the peculiarities of the Homeric language, — and to prepare notes of 
a more general character for the rest. The student will, therefore, 
find the remarks upon the first book much more numerous and par- 
ticular than’ those upon the remainder of the poem. On the other 
hand, such passages as the shield of Achilles, in the eighteenth 
book, are illustrated with a fulness of discussion which their general 
interest, as pictures of antique life, seemed to warrant. 

In the Preliminary Remarks to the notes, an attempt has been 
made to sketch: the leading features of Hellenic life in the Heroic 
and Homeric ages, and to trace the growth of Epic poetry from its 
primeval sources to the full tide of song in the Iliad and Odyssey. 
Several views ther® set forth are to be regarded as probable approx- 
imations only to a true picture of ages and states of society, the 
poetical remains of which are the only documents of their history. 

’ At the close of the Preliminary Remarks, an extract of some 
length is given from the chapter in Mr. Grote's History of Greece on 
the Homeric poetry. This work, of which two volumes only have 
been published, displays great learning, and rare powers of histor- 
ical combination and critical analysis. I have cited the passage al» 
laded to, not because J am prepared to adopt the conclusion it em- 
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bodies respecting the construction of the Iliad, but because that con- 
clusion has been drawn by the indvpendent studies of a well trained 
English mind ; and as it was published while the notes were pass- 
ing through the press, and as several years will probably elapse be- 
fore the completion of the history, it was thought desirable to lay at 
once a critical judgment of such high authority before the American 
student. 

In the preparation of ti.is edition, a great variety of works have 
been freely used. Illustrations or quotations taken from them are. 
marked by the initials of their authors. The principal books con- 
sulted are Heyne’s Homer: Ilias, Bothe’s Homer: Carmina, Homert 
Ihas von (+. C. Crusius, Grammatisch-Kritische Anmerkungen zur 
Ihas des Homer von C. F, Stadelmann, Koppen’s Anmerkungen 
zu Homers Ilias, Montbel’s Observations sur Il'Ihade d’ Homre, 
Spitzner’s Homeri Ihas, Wolf's Vorlesungen uber Homers Ilias (ed- 
ited by Usteri), and Wolf’s Vor/esungen uber die Alterthumswissen- 
schaft. Other subsidiary writers have also been consulted, and infor- 
mation drawn from them combined, as far as was practicable, with- 
in the limits of the editor's plan. Mr. Hope’s valuable and elegant 
volumes on the Costunes of the Ancients, and Mr. St. John’s learned 
work on the Manners and Customs of Ancient Greece, the rich fruit 
of a lifetime passed in study and travel, should be particularly men- 
tioned. The excellent Lexicon of the Poems of Homer and the Ho- 
merida, ably translated by Professor Smith, supplies, to a great ex- 
tent, the place of a verbal commentary on Homer, and ought to he 
in the hands of every student of the poet. 

The Illustrations of Mr. Flaxman are not so generally known in 
this country as they ought to be. No modern sculptor, according to 
the opinions of the best judges, has imbibed more thoroughly the 
spirit of grace and beauty which belongs preéminently to ancient 
art. His mind may be said to have been cast in a Grecian mould ; 
he had the same intuitive perception of thr beautiful, the same love 
of simplicity, the same power which belonged to that intellectual 
people of embodying, in perfect forms, the ideal creations of gen- 
ius. He spent seven years in studying the remains of antiquity at 
Rome ; and no man was ever more fitted by pature and education to 
revive and reproduce the elegant simplicity of the works of the an- 
cients. His Illustrations of Homer, designed originally for bass- 
reliefs, were welcomed, on their appearance, by the applause of all 
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Eyrope. They have been repeatedly published in England, France, 
Germany, and Italy, and have taken, by universal consent, a place 
among the happiest modern representations of the spirit of the an- 
tique. They hold the same rank in art that Goethe's Iphigenie 
holds in literature. The republication of these Illustrations, it is 
believed, will be an acceptable service to the readers of Hamer, ex- 
ecuted as they are in the purest Grecian style. Mr. Flaxman illus- 
trated the Paems of Hesiod and the Tragedies of A€schylus in the 
same classical and spirited manner. As a general remark, it may 
be observed, that the art and literature of the ancients explain each 
other to a degree unknown in modern times. There was a peculiar 
connection between them ; they were different developments of the 
same ideas of the beautiful. The sculptor, the poet, the architect, 
each shedding light upon the others, wrought under the animating 
impulse of the most delightful country and climate, with 4 common 
sensibility to the beauty of proportion, and a similar abstinence from 
excess in means and effects, — a temperance which lies at the foun- 
dation of good taste. Homer’s compositions were the source from 
which the artists of Greece drew their ideal forms of gods and god- 
desses and heroes. The whole compass of ancient poetry was, in 
fact, reshaped in the marble of the Grecian sculptors, and delineated 
anew on the canvass of the painters. The noble figures on the Par- 
thenon, chiselled under the eye, if not by the hand, of Phidias, the 
broken remains of which are even now the best teachers of the 
highest style in the art, sprang inta being from the same kind of in- 
spiration as that which spoke in the rhapsodies of Homer, and the 
Tragedies of A¢schylus and Sophocles. This is the bond which 
holds together Grecian art, song, and philosophy, in immortal unity 
and beauty. It appears necessary, therefore, to look beyond the 
words and forms of ancient literature, if we would understand it in 
a liberal way ; and to see how the same spirit which breathes from 
the poet's page was embodied in the works of the artist. ‘To repre- 
sent the principle of this union to the young readers of Homer, the 
truly Grecian Illustrations of Flaxman have been inserted in their 
proper places. The engravings are executed by Mr. Andrews, a 
gentleman of well known taste and talent in that branch of. art. 
The questions of the existence of Homer, the original unity of 
the Iliad, the mode of 4ts composition, and the occasions on which 
it was delivered, are touched upon in the Preliminary Remarks. I 
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will merely say here, that I can see no reason to doubt the per 
sonal existence of Homer, or his authorship of the Iliad. There 
are, with few exceptions, a harmony of parts, and a consistency 
among the different situations of the same character, which mark 
the whole as substantially the production of one mind; but of a 
mind as comprehensive as the forms of nature, the aspects of life, 
and the powers, propensities, and passions of man, — of a genius 
as varied, versatile, and dramatic as Shakspeare's. Then, too, it 
may be remarked, that some of the chief personages in the Iliad 
are not completely exhibited, unless the situations in which they 
are placed in different parts of the poem be taken into consideration. 
Achilles, for example, in the first book, displays the ungovernable 
impetuosity of his temper, and justifies the character given of him 
py Horace : — 


“‘ [mpiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer.” 


But in the interview with the ambassadors sent by Agamemnon 
to his tent, he shows himself courteous, hospitable, and eloquent. 
After the death of Patroclus, the higher qualities of his character, 
his strong affections, his heroic virtues, are magnificently developed, 
yet with a large and consistent admixture of his old ferocity. 

This, however, does not preclude the supposition that the inci- 
dents and characters in the war of Troy had been often handled by 
singers before Homer. Indeed, his whole manner of dealing with 
them seems to show that he took up the legendary types of the sev- 
eral heroes, and infused fresh life into them, without essentially 
changing their outlines ; as a modern poet would use the traditional 
character of the Cid, or Hagen, or Parcival, or Arthur, without ven- 
turing to displace the legendary figures by creations of his own. 
Shakspeare did so in several of his tragedies. The sculptors and 
painters of Greece practised upon the same principle. The tradi- 
tional form, expression, and attributes of each mythological person 
were followed by the artists of later times, however much their gen- 
ius and ski]l may have enabled them to excel their predecessors in 
the execution of the details. | 

Nor do I see much reason for supposing that Homer composed 
the Iliad as one regularly planned and developed work. The prob- 
abilities tend the other way. There is no great room for doubt, 
that the story or stories of the [liad rest on a historical basis ; many 
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of the details, however, are to be regarded as the fictions of the 
poet. 

The facts or legends on which the poem may be said to be histori 
cally founded admit of being concisely stated. The immediate cause 
of the Trojan war was the abduction of the beautiful Helen from 
Sparta, by Alexander, or Paris, son of Priam, the king of ‘I'roy. 
The early people of Western Asia and of Greece appear to have 
sprung from the same origin, and probably spoke the same lan- 
guage. Their manners, customs, and mythology, according to Ho- 
mer and Herodotus, were nearly alike. Before the Trojan war, 
piratical expeditions fram Greece to Asia, and from Asia to Greece, 
were the common enterprises of the daring spirits of the age, who 
carried off men, women, children, and cattle. It became a favorite 
enterprise for adventurers to seize upon beautiful women of high 
rank, the abduction of whom was a matter of pride and triumph to 
the successful marauder. Herodotus, in hig First Book, mentions 
several instances. In consequence of this state of things, Tyndareus, 
king of Sparta, required of the chieftains who sought his daughter 
in marriage to bind themselves beforehand that they would unite to 
restore her, should. she be stolen in this manner from the husband 
she might choose. She was married to Menelaus. Shortly after this 
event, Paris; who appears to have been a kind of piratical dandy, 
visited Sparta, and was hospitably entertained by Menelaus, whom 
he had the insolence to rob of his beautiful wife, and a large amount 
of treasure. The chieftains of the different states were now called 
upon to fulfil their promise, and a large armament was assembled at 
Aulis, under the command of the two brothers, Agamemnon and 
Menelaus. The numbers furnished by the respective chiefs are 
given in the catalogue or muster-roll of the army. 

The Grecian forces, brought together in this manner, and enter- 
taining these expectations,. sailed for the Troad. The war was 
prosecuted with various. success, on the plain of Troy, for nine 
years; during which many neighbouring cities were plundered, and 
their inhabitants killed or sold. In the tenth year, the city was taken 
and laid in ruins. But the action of the liad embraces only a few 
days of the last year. Their number is variously estimated from 
forty to fifty-three. The epic narrative begins with the quarrel of 
Achilles and Agamemnon, and ends with the burial of Hector ; 
consequently, before the capture.of ‘Troy. Such is.asketch of the | 
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ground-plan on which the divine genius of Homer raised a super- 
structure so magnificent. 

The state of society and character of the age must be kept in 
mind by the reader of Homer. Though raised considerably above 
barbarism, the marks of primitive simplicity were still discernible. 
Communities were governed by hereditary chieftains, whose powers 
were not defined with much precision, but depended in a great 
measure on the personal qualities of the individual. These chief- 
tains were in general distinguished by strength and prowess, and 
were expected to lead their subjects in expeditions for plunder and 
in battle. Their genealogies traced their origin back into the myth- 
ical times, when the gods walked the earth and allied themselves 
with mortals. A divine ancestry, more or less remote, was the pre- 
rogative and the glory of the leading heroic families of the Hellenic 
race. They are variously styled in Homer, kings, chiefs, leaders, 
and shepherds of the people. Associated with them was a Bova, 
or council of state, whose adviee was sought in political affairs, and 
sometimes even an assembly of the people was convoked to delib- 
erate on questions of general concern. In the great enterprise 
against Troy the champions were doubtleas animated not so much 
by the desire of avenging the insulted honor of Menelaus, as by the 
hope of returning laden with the rich spoils of Asia ;- for the king- 
dom of Priam, according to several intimations in the Iliad, was at 
this period in a highly prosperous condition, and the customs of war 
sanctioned the merciless sacking of cities and the selling of cap- 
tives into slavery. 

The Homeric poetry is essentially popular, and deeply grounded 
in the universal nature of man. It speaks to the common passions 
of the human heart, and, like the drama of Shakspeare, which in 
vitality of character it most resembles, profoundly engages the in- 
terest and sympathy of readers or hearers, apart from all that is lo- 
eal in coloring and temporary in form. Homer’s rhapsodies were 
the most popular poetry, when they were rhythmically chanted by 
the minstrels in the festive halls or under the open sky at the Pan- 
egyries, or recited by public authority at the splendid Panathenaic 
assemblies in the violet-crowned city of Athena; and now, amidst, 
the altered relations of the world, they share with the plays of the 
great Englishman in a popularity coextensive with civilization, and 
not approached py any other works of uninspired man. Every cul-' 
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tivated language has translations of them, executed with various 
degrees of fidelity. Chapman, Hobbes, Ogilby, Pope, Cowper, 
Macpherson, Sotheby, and our countryman, Mr. Munford, have la- 
bored, in different medes and with different fortunes, to render them 
into English. From recent indications, * seems probable that a 
translation into English hexameters wil soon be added to the Eng- 
lish Homeric iibrary. ‘The Germans have long possessed, in the 
hexameter translation by Voss, an admirable representative of the 
Greek. A writer in Blackwood’s Magazine has published two 
books of the Iliad, the first and the twenty-fourth, which, in their 
rhythmical movement, give a vivid idea of the measure, as well as 
the spirit, of the original: ‘Mr. Shadwell has also made a successful 
attempt in the same Homeric style. A complete translation of the 
Iliad and Odyssey, in free and flowing English hexameters, would 
be the highest triumph of the translator’s art. 

But, popalar as the Homeric poetry is even now, in order to ap- 
preciate it fully we must study ourselves into the Homeric age. 
The Grecian epic was a species of story-telling, abundant as the 
modern novel, for the entertainment of assemblies ef men, on festive 
occasions, in princely lialls, at Amphictyonic gatherings, or at re- 
ligious solemnities. It was delivered in a species of musical recita- 
tive, with a slight accompaniment of the phorminx, like the min- 
strelsy of the Minnesingers and ‘Troubadours who sang to the 
cithern in the baronial castles of the Middle Ages. 

The peculiar genius of the Homeric language is worthy of 
special attention. There is a certain poiat in the progress of every 
peopie, when their speech is most fitted for poetical composition. It 
is when they have risen above the state of barbarism to a condition 
of some refinement, yet uncorrupted by luxury, and before the intel- 
lectual powers have been given much to political or philosophical 
speculation. Then the rudeness of language is softened down, but 
the words are still used in their primitive meanings. They are like 
coins, lately from the mint, with the impressions unworn by long — 
and various use ia the manifold business of life. The numerous 
secondary meanings which the ever-increasing intricacy of the so- 
cial relations, and the new views and abstract ideas of science, im- 
part to words, sometimes to the concealment of their original signifi- 
cation, have not yet confused or effaced the images they at first pre- 
sented. Such was the character of our own noble language in the 
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time of Elizabeth. The words of Shakspeare and Massinger have 
a truth to nature, a clearness and graphic power, a directness, force, 
and freshness, which few subsequent writers have been able to rival. 
Such was the condition of the Greek language in the age of Ho- 
mer. Formed under the genial influences of a serene and beautiful 
heaven, amidst the most varied and lovely scenery in nature, and by 
a people of a peculiarly delicate organization, of the keenest suscep- 
tibility to the beauty of sound as well as form, and of the most cre- 
ative imagination, combined with a childlike impulsiveness and sim- 
plicity, the language had attained a descriptive force, a copiousness, 
and harmony, which made it a fit instrument to express the poet’s 
immortal conceptions. Its resources were inexhaustible. For every 
mood of mind, every affection of the heart, every aspect of nature, 
it furnished clear, appropriate, and graphic expressions. Its words 
and sentences are pictures, in such living forms do they bring the 
thing described before the reader's eye. Frederick Jacobs says, fan- 
cifully, yet truly, that the language of Tonia ‘‘ resembles the smooth 
mirror of a broad and silent lake, from whose depth a serene sky, 
with its soft and sunny vault, and the varied nature along its sunny 
shores, are reflected in transfigured beauty.’ It was vivid, melodi- 
ous, and rich ; strikingly objective or concrete in its general charac- 
ter ; a charm to the ear, and an unspeakable delight to the imagina- 
tion, of a simple, hearty, but refined and beauty-loving people. It 
was copious and infinitely flexible in phrase, free and graceful in 
movement, unconstrained in structure, and obedient to the airy im- 
pulses of feeling, rather than to the formal principles of grammar. 
It expressed the thoughts and passions of robust manhood with the 
artless and unconscious truth, and sometimes almost the prattle, of 
the child.* Its freedom from constraint, its voluble minuteness of 
delineation, its rapid changes of construction, its breaks, pauses, 


significant and sudden transitions, its flexible irregularities, exhibit - 


the intellectual play of national youth, while the boldness and splen- 
dor of invention it displays, and the majestic sweep of imagination 
which adorns it, bear the impress of genius in the full strength of 
its maturity. 





* The analogies between the language of Homer and that of children and 
uncultivated people are ingeniously traced by Nast, a German scholar, in a 
treatise entitled Uber Homers Sprache aus dem Gesichtspunct ihrer Analogie 
mit der Algemeinen Kinder- und Voli-ssprache. 
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Tones and gestures of the living singer also formed a part of . 
the poet’s expressive power, and these must be reproduced bv the 
imagination of the modern reader. The dramatic scene, as con- 
ceived by Homer and enacted by the rhapsodist, must be made to 
pass before the eye of the mind, revived and restored, with its Ionian 
accompaniments, by the force of fancy, aided by the resources of 
learning. ‘* Almost five centuries had passed,’ said the great 
scholar cited above, ‘‘ before the poems of Homer were imprisoned 
in written characters ; and even then, mindful of their original des- 
ination, they flowed more sweetly from the tongue to the ear.’’ * 

' The movement of the Homeric hexameter is singularly adapted, 
by its dactylic and spondaic rhythms, and the variety of its cesural 
pauses, to the free and excursive character of the epic. It seems to 
have been taught to the early Hellenic singer by the Muse herself, 
or to have flowed from some natural fountain, some vocal Castaly 
of song. It retains its native freedom under the restraints of the 
written character, and the discipline of conjectural criticism. Ido 
not believe in the necessity of filling out its quantities to the read- 
er’s eye, by. making the text bristle with uncouth digammas, as 
Payne Knight has done in his attempt to exhibit Homer, as it were, 
in purts naturalibus, and Mr. Brandreth, to a less objectionable ex-- 
tent, in his otherwise elegant edition. The musical recitation of 
the rhapsodist enabled him to satisfy the demands of the ear in a 
much more simple and natural way. Under the management of the: 
Ionic minstrel, time, within certain limits, was a variable quantity. 
The axgado, peiougot, dodtyoovgo:, — the headless, tailless, long- 
tailed, and other anomalous verses with polysyllabic names, are the 
inventions of technical metricians. 

Thus the author of the Iliad enjoyed very great advantages for 
the poetical handling of his subject; and his genius was on a level 
with his situation. We should not expect, in the work of an early 
poet, the various humors and characters which grow out of modern 
society ; but we shall find in Homer a wonderful power in the delin- 
eation of such characters as belong to the Heroic age. ‘The various 
personages of the Iliad come bodily before us; we see them act, 
we hear them speak; but we neither see nor hear the mighty con- 
juror who has summoned them around us. Every hero bears him 
self throughout consistently with the poet’s leading idea of the char . 





* Classical Studies, by Sears, Edwards, and Felton, p. 276. 
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acter. There is no confusion, no contradiction, no indistinctness in 
the scenic representations... The voyage, the council, the battle- 
field, the storm, are all described with equal power, truth, and 
knowledge. The hospitable entertainment, the eloquent debate, the 
ardor of friendship, the love of country, and the happiness of do- 
mestic life, are depicted with a warmth of coloring which shows the 
familiarity and fondness of one who has known them all. ‘The 
pictures he has drawn with such unrivalled simplicity, life, and 
beauty, are the combinations and reproductions of scenes with which 
his own eye was familiar, to which his own heart was bound, from 
which his own imagination gathered its materials. The speech- 
es of the ambassadors in the tent of Achilles, the lament of Aga- 
memnon over his wounded brother, .the interview between Hector 
and Andromache, the visit of Priam to the Grecian camp, the short 


but animating harangue of Achilles, urging the Greeks to imme-. 


diate battle after the reconciliation, with numberless others, dis- 
play the original and transcendent genius of the poet. 

I have briefly referred to the peculiarities of the country and the 
state of society in which the Iliad was produced. I will remark, in 
addition, that books of travels in Greece and Asia Minor afford the 
most valuable illustrations both for the Iliad and Odyssey, and par- 
ticularly in throwing light upon descriptions of natural scenery. 
This kind of illustration, though too much neglected by commen- 
tators on the ancient classics, has given, so far as it has been em- 
ployed, a fresh interest to the study of antiquity. Mr. Wood’s 


Essay on the Original Genius of Homer is a fine example of what | 


may be done in this way. Mure’s Journal, Wordsworth’s Picto- 
rial Greece, and his Athens and Attica, are among the best of the 
recent English works of this kind. A man of classical taste, who 


should make a careful survey of Greece, and study her present lan- 


guage, superstitions, customs, traditions, and antiquities, with this 


single object of illustrating the ancient classics, might render the 


most important aid to the critical labors of the closet. Such a man 
was Karl Ottfried Mtilller. The highest expectations of the scholars 
of the whole world were excited by his visit to the renowned soil 
of Hellas; but his death on the scene of his enthusiastic researches 
disappointed these hopes, and filled the lovers of learning with sor- 


row. To such a scholar, every hill in Greece is venerable with his- 


toric associations and imaginative superstitions. True, indeed, as 
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Jacobs says, ‘‘ the ancient rivers, some yet called by their former 

names, steal mournfully through a desolated land; the gods that 
once dwelt on their banks and in their grottos have vanished ; and 
the wondrous strains which told the history of every fountain, hill, 
and woodland to the listening ear of a free and susceptible people 
have died away.’’ Yet the banks of every river still possess a mag- 
ical attraction for the man of letters by the charms of legendary 
lore, by the triumphs of genius, by the teachings of philosophy, 
-ot by the deeds of historic renown. The clear stream of Grecian 
poetry has reflected, in images that never will fade, every featuro 
of the lovely country through which it flowed during the classic 
ages. It has echoed the sounds, and painted the sights, of that 
home of artists, poets, orators, and philosophers, that fair land of 
heroes and gods. 


Camuripax, October, 1846. 
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Rogatur ab initio Musa, ut cantum precipiat de cladibus ad 
Nlium, Achillis iram consequutis (1-7). enit in concionem 
Achivorum Chryses, sacerdos Apollinis, filiam suam redemptu- 
rus, bello nuper captam, et honoris causa datam Agamemnoni 
(8-21). Wo cum ignominia repulso, funestam luem Apollo 
per exercitum spargit (22-52). Habet concionem Achilles ob 
placandum deum, in qua Calchas vates calamitate eos levatum 
iri reducenda Chryseide censet, auctore imprimis Achille 
53-129). Ita irritatus Agamemno atrocia jurgia nectit cum 
Achille; et Chryse quidem filiam reddere non recusat, sed 
illi, quod premium virtutis retulerat, Briseidem eripit, quam- 
vis obnitente Nestore (130 -311 et 318-347). Hac incensus 
injuria statuit acer juvenis se cum Myrmidonibus a belli soci- 
etate sejungere: quod propositum a matre ejus Thetide con- 
firmatur, que et supplicanti ultionem promittit (348 —- 427). 
Interea publice Justratur exercitus, et sacra fiunt Apollini 
(312-314) : tum Chryseis domum reducitur una cum hostiis 
piacularibus, quibus mactatis scelus expiatur (428 ~ 487). 
Thetidi jam Olympum adeunti Jupiter occulte annuit, vic- 
tores in preeliis fore Trojanos, donec Achilli ab Achivis satis- 
factum fuerit (488-533). Junonem, infestam Trojanis, pun- 
gunt hec clandestina consilia; inde rixatur cum Jove super 
cenam (534-567). Ea re contristatur omnis consessus 
deorum, quos tandem ad hilaritatem reducit Vulcanus 
(568 - 611). 
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Jupiter, illatam Achilli injuriam ulturus, speciem noctur- 
mam mittit ad Agamemnonem, que eum ad committendum 
prelium spe victoriw incitet (1-40). Sub lucem Agamemno 
rem et impetum suum aperit primoribus Achivorum; mox 
concionem habet universorum Gl -100). Placuerat ei, ad 
tentandam populi fidem, cui diffidebat, consilium repetende 
patriz simulare: eo audito, statim multitudo bello fessa tumul- 
tuari et navigationem parare capit (101 - 154.) Seditionem de 
compacto et Minervee monitu comprimit Ulysses, ad singulos 
precibus, minis, opprobriis usus ita, ut coneionem restituat 
155-210). Thersiten, turpem ct maledicum hominem, qui 

iscessum urgere non desinit, gravius castigat ad terrorem 
ceterorum (211-277). Sic cohibitum vulgus flectitur tandem 
compositis ad persuadendum orationibus Tiyssis ac Nestoria, 
qui et vetera promissa expetunt, et osteitis utuntur ad spem 
llii cito expugnandi; Agamemno autem indicit prelium, et 
ardore pugnandi omnium aniimos implet (278-4Y3). Jam 
armatur exercitus; primores apud Agamemnonem, mactata 
majore hostia, epulantur; ceteri passim per tentoria cibum 
sumunt sacraque faciunt, et a suis queque natio ducibus 
instructa in aciem prodeunt (394-484). Hoc loco inveritur 
accurata enumeratio navium, populorum, ducum, qui Age 
memnonem ad bellum Trojanum sequuti erant (485 -785). 
Item Trojani, comperto quid minentur Achivi, duce Hectore 
in campum egrediuntur et ipsi et socii, quorum omnium brevior 
recensus adjicitur (736 — 877). 
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Primo concursu prelii Paris seu Alexander fortissimum 
quemque Achivorum ad pugnam provocat; sed, ut Menela- 
um conspexit de curru desilientem, abjecto animo refugit 
(1-37). Paullo post idem, Hectoris voce correptus, offert se 
certamini singulari cum Menelao de summa belli ineundo; 
qua conditione accepta, poscit Menelaus, ut sponsio interpona- 
tur, presente Priamo sancienda (38-110). Igitur arma depo- 
nunt exercitus; sacrificia ab utraque parte parantur: interim 
Helena ex turri Priamo et senioribus Trojanis demonstrat 
duces Achivorum in campo subjacente (111-244). Vocatus 
supervenit Priamus, comite Antenore ; foedusque ictum anti- 
quo ritu hisce legibus, ut, uter alterum vicisset, Helenam 
ejusque opes haberet, Trojani autem inferiores Achivis gravem 
multam penderent (245-301). Post Priami discessum arma 
capiunt Menelaus et Paris, et in spatium certamini dimensum 
procedunt: at superatum Paridem clam surripit Venus, et 
incolumem in ipsius cubiculum asportat (302-382). In eun- 
dem locum adducit illa Helenam, que primum reiuctans novo 
marito ignaviam exprobrat, mox tamen eum in gratiam recipit 
(383-448). Ita premiis dew fruentem adversarium frustra 
querit Menelaus, dum Agamemno publice repetit pactum 
pretium victorise (449 — 461). 


"Ogxorw Tetyooxonia ‘Aie-. 
Edvdgov xatit Meverdov mo- 
yvounayia. 


A ixag énst xdoundev au” qyepovecaty Fxaaror, 

Temes usv xdayyy t évony t ltaav, dorides we" 

"Hore neg xlayyn yegavay melee ovgavods 190, 

Ait’ énet ovy yetuava guyor xat adéapatoy oufeor, 
& Kiayyy talye nétovta én” Axsavoto gocon, 

"Avdgaos TMvypalovst povoy xai Kinga pegovoat * 

"Hégiat 8° dea talye xaxnv Egida ngogégortat * 

Oi 8” ae’ tsar otyy péven nvelovtes “Aymol, 

‘Ly Suye pemacires adeseuey addydosory. 





18 


25 


wm 46 


TAIASAOS MAL. 


Eur’ ogeos xooupTas Notos xorreyevey optyiny, 
Tlotpéouw ovr pidny, xdenty dé te YURTOS opelven, 
T ogvor tls t énibevoats, Ogoy T * én daar inow* 
Ns &pa tay v0 moook xovicahog overt aslinc 
Lgxopeveny * pode 3° aber dtéxenagoy medloto. 

Oi 3” ore by oysdor 7 noay én” addrioroty torres, 


- Towoty pey moouciyiCev Alitardgoe Feoedn¢, 


Hadalény o cower Eyoy xai xounvia tose 

Kat Sigos ° avrag 0 dovgs Otw xexogud uévar padre - 
Hedley, ‘Agysiwy mgoxallfero NAYTNS agiatous, 
ArtiBiov wazecao Fou dy aivn Sniornte. 

Tov 3° ee ovy évonuev Aoripiios Mevéhaos, 
Fexopevoy mporagorSer opédov, paxge BtBarra, 
‘Note dew e700, peyahe ént oolparte xvpoas, 
Evgor q thay oy xEgaOY 7] &ygLoy aiya, 

Tletvaesy * poke yng te xatecSiee, sineg ay wUuroY 
Severe tweryety TE xUYEG, Sadsgoi t aignol* 

Ng fyagn Mevrtiuog, “Ale Sardeoy Seoedéa 
‘OpFalpotary ida ° puro vee tlara9as adeirny * 
Avrixa 3° éS oxeoa avy TEUZEGLY alto ynuate. 

Tov 8° eg ovv évonosy “Ali $eevdgo¢ Feosdyes 
"Ey meopdzorat paverta, xarenkyyn ploy ntog 
Ay 5° irdgey tig EPvo¢ éyatero KigQ- ahecivory. 

Ws 3” ore tig te Sedxorre: ida mnher’ Ogos | unéotn 
Oigeos | ey Bxouns, UNG a Tyoos Eda Bs yvia, 

y t _ GVEZUIQT OEY, aiyoos Té pey tide Teargercis * 

‘Ns adres xoard” Opthoy idu Tovwv ayepeizor, 
Asivas ‘Argeog vioy ‘Alssardgog Seoudyc. 

Tov 3° “Extag velxeaoey ideo atozgois énseaaty * 

Avcnagt, eidog & agate, yuvaruavic, qmegomevta / 
Ate? opeles & ciyorog T° Eusvet, kyapsog t anoléadas. 
Kai xs TO Povloluny, wad xe nohy xegdtov ney, 

‘H ovrw lwBry t° Euevae xi ‘umoytoy edloy. 

"H nov xoyzolouse ROQNKOMOWYTES *Ayatol, 
aytes agatha TeoHOY Huuerat, ovvexa xaloy 
Eibos & im *° aad ovx Eatt Bin poraiy, ovds tig alxy. 
"UI Taugcde doy, éy ROVTONGpOIUE VEEGOLY 

Hortov éninleoas, itagovs fot; gas ayeleag, 

My dei alhodanoiat, uvaix svedé aviyes 

"EE aning yains, yuoy ar Jay aizuntaay — 
Hargé te ow peya Ha, Mont te navel te nue, 
Aucueveauy per zagua, xarngelyy 66 gor avt@ ; 
Oux uy Si pelvecag “Agrigsloy Mevélaoy ; 





40 ITATAAOS? Pf. 


Toins Z > otov porrdc Bees Salegny TEAQUROLTLY 
Ovx ay toe xoalouy xiFages, ta te dag. Agpgodizns, 
88 “H te noun, 10,8 si00c, Or ev xovinat prying. 
"Alia pote Temes Decdyjpoves i té nev 78n 
Aaivoy Eco xitava, xaxoy Eveq » Saou togyas. 
Tov 8° avre ngocéecmey Aligavdgos Feoeudis* 
“Extog* éxed pe xat " aloay évelusoas, oud” tnxio aicar’ 
60 Aiel tos xgadin mehexus eis éorw aTELeTs, 
“Ost” sia Ova Souges Un” avépos, Og ga te Téyyy 
INqjiov éxtapryoty, opéller é° ardpos égarny 
Ns toe evi orn Decay ardeAntos v005 éotly. 
My, poe dcig” fgara TQOpEE Zevasnc “Apoodirns 
65 Ouro amophnr dott Deny égixvdéa age, 
“Oooa xey avrol dwar, &xar 3” ove av tig Elosto. 
Noy avr’ ef pe edélets mohepivery 708 pozsodas, 
“Aldous bey xa Picov Teaag xo maytag ‘Ayaovs, 
Aurag eu! éy péaoy nae Agrigiloy Mevelaoy 
70 ZouPaher’ ap Ehévy Kab xTnUnos uot payecFas 
“Onnoregos bg xs mexnon, xgelovo te yérntas, 
Krad low ev narra, Yuvaine t8, olxad” ayéaS-ee° 
Oi 5° aldo, pihoryte xo Ogata NLGTA THPMOVTES, 
Naiocre Teotny égeBohhaxer ° tol 08 vstaF-wv 
15 “Aoyog & innofotoy xOs _Agetida xadleytvoixe. 
‘Rg iad”: “Exteg 3° atr Ezaen méya, poFov axovoas, 
Kai 6° és “éaoor iw, Teaier* avéegye puhayyas, 
Méooov Soups ov toi 3° WevrFqoay o anavees. 
Tw 3° énstogatorto xagnxoUOwYTES "Ayatol, 
60 ‘foialy ts TETVGXOMEYOL Aneool t * EBaddoy. 
Aurag O paxgov avoey drag avd poiy Ayapspvery ° 
"Tozea , “Agy stot, uy Baddste, xovgor “Azar, 
Zrevra vag t E705 doses xogud-clolos “Extag . 
‘Ng Epad’* of 5” Egyovto payns, aves t éyévorto 
8 ‘Evovupiveg* “Extng dé pet ” disporégorary & Eeusey * 
Kexavuté pev, Tewes xed } dixvnmdes Azavol, 
MuSov “Ake Savdgoro, tov etvexce veixog _Ogeager. 
“Adlous psy xéderae Towas xat navtag “Ayatovs 
Teugece xad anodéodas ént xFor novduBotelon, 
90 Avroy c éy ’ HEgow xecd Agriptloy | Meyvéiaoyv 
Oiovs aup “Eleyy nod RTH BOO Nas pazeaSas ° 
‘Onndtegos J xe ) MERTON, xgstoaery te yévqret, 
Krjjpad Slay ev navea, yuvaine Te, otxad” ayéaFo* 
Oi 8° eddon plornse nat Ogxcor more TOponpEy. 
% ‘R: ipad’* of 3° cea martes axny éyévorto c1wny. 





100 


105 ~ 


110 


115 


120 


125 


185 


IATAAOS Ii. 


Totot Gs xai merceeme Bony ayaDog Mevelaos * 

Kexiuts vuy xai éusio* pahota yap ahyog é ixaves 
Oupov éuov* Poovew df StaxgiFjusvor 707. 
Agyzious xa Tomas, éxet xuxc nodle memoods 
Eiivex’ éuns égidoc xo Alskdvdgou ivex’ agriic. 
‘Hysav 3” Onmorégy Savatos xat wotga rétuxtae, 
TeSvaiy’ alot 06 DtaxgirPeire Taxeote. 

Oivete 3° “cov” » ETEQOY devxoy, é exeony dé pehouveey, 
Pi ts xl ‘Helin’ At 3° nusic olgopsy ahiov. 

sets dé Hoseporo Biny, ¢ oge ogxta Tapyy 
Avtos, énel oft naides vregpichos xO &MLOTOS * 
Myrtuc Uneghavin Atos ¢ Ogxia Sndjonrat. 
Aisi 3° onhotéyoy aydour HeErFs negéSovrar” 
Ois 3” 6 YEguy | petenay, dua mgocow xa onlouen 
Asvaset, ¢ onag ox cgeotu per auporegorar yevntat. 

‘Rg Epad’> of 5’ éyagnoay ‘Ayaiol t8 Tews t, 
LAnouevor mavuts Fae oifugou TORE UOLO. 

Ka @ iamous bev Egusay éni atizac, éx 3° tBav avtol, 
Tevysu t " &edvorto, tu pty mated evr’ ént yan 
IIhyotoy addjioy, oliyy i nv augis tigouga. 

“Extorg dé mgort aory dv@ xngUxaS ETcE MUTED, 
Kaoenudhipms o coves TE pegerr, TIgtayoy ts xadsooat. 
Avrag o Teh Sv Bcov mgotee xgetory _ Ayapeuvery, 
Nijus Ent yhaguoas i teva, 43° coy ” éxchevev 
Oiséuer us’ o oo Ag. ovx anions” “Ayapépvove Jw. —- 

Tore 0” avd’ Elévy Aevxwlévy ayyelos der, 
Eidopévn yukoo, “Avrqvogiduo Sdpagn, 

Ty Artyvogidys sive xgetory Edixawy, 


. Anodixny, Tigeapoto Suyatouy eidog agiorny. 


Tay 9” eg’ ev BEyaQy * 4 08 uéyay ioroy Uparyer, 
Ainlaxe Tmogpugeny * moléag d° événacoty aéPlous 
Towey o? txnodapay xork “dguuiy zalxozctoaivory, 
Ovs. foe eiven Emaozoy on “Anos Torker cory. 
“Ayzov 3° totapsry AQOSEPNY modas wxse Tes 

Asig’ tH, vUppa pehn, t iva Féoxthe & cova iOnae 
Tocieoy 3 _ tmoduuav xat “Ayooyr gadnoziteiveny ° 
oO nly én” ahindvwot pégor nolvdaxguy “Agra. 
“Ey medica, dhooio Aiharopsvos mohswoto, 
Of Sn voy Sata ory — molewos dé msTEAUT EL — 
Aonios xexhimevot, Tage O° tyysa paxga ménnyev. 
Avtag “Adegardgo¢ xd Agripihos Mevélaos 
Maxeis fyzsijot paynoortat meg Geto” 
‘Tw Oé xe mxioures pin xexdjan aKxoLTIC. 

4* 


4i. 


yn TAIAMAOS FF. 


‘Ne sinovoa Fea yluxdy i imegoy EuBals Supe 
140 Ardges Te mpotégoto xa aatE0S 408 TOR OY. 
Aurixa o ceyErrijat xolvpopern oPorz,a0¥, 
Ropar” ex Fulaporo, Teper KOTO dieu Zé0voa" 
Ovx oin, apa thye xai auqirolo du’ Enovto, 
AtS gn, Tix F70¢ _Suyarne, Klupevy Te Bowne. 
M3 Alpo 8” timed’ ixeevov, 09+ Sead nde your. 

— 01 8” agi Fglopoy xat NavFoov 7,08 ‘Oupoleyy, 
Adpnoy te Kiutloy 9? ‘Sketamat, ofoy “Aonos, 
Ovxaléyay 18 xet Avrivag, meryubEro ago, 
Eiato Onpoytportes éni Zxoujor muljoty 

150 Diigai 37 mole [Uo10 TEM AUUEVOL, ala’ a oontas 
"Ea S iol, terrlysoouy éorxdrss, oits xad” VAny 
Asw0oew Eperouevor oma Aetgeceooay i istaty ° 
Toior aga Teviey Ny TtogEs gre ént nUGYE). . 
0% 3° ag our sidovd” ‘Elévny ént mugyoy iovoar, 
16S “Exe TOs alindovs é: Enea LEQOEYT ” ayogevoy * 

Ov  MEMENES, 7 goes xal évxvnuida; Agarovs 
Toujd° appt yuvacx? noduy xoovoy alyen maazety * 
Aiveig a Sova ‘arya FEng kc armen souxer. 

“Adda xoet Og, TON MEQ. doug” » &y yqvat veto Fu, 
160 Md" muir Téxstgol T Unison ) Ten wee dirotto. 

‘Ns ce Eppa ° Tiginpos 5° Ehévyy éxakésoato gor) 
Asvgo magord-” éASovaa, pihoy téxoc, itev éusio, 
“Ogeu idn ngoreyoy te TOuLY mous Te glious 18— 
Outre peoe aitén éoal, Sot vv [oe attiot Eur, 

165 OF por éguiguycay modspor noduduxguy “Azoudy — 
Ng foot xad tord- ardga mehoigroy Korouqrys, 
“Oous 00 éotty ‘Azotos arng 7U¢ TE Méeyas T2. 
“Trot ey xeqpardy) moet peilovec allot Eaoty* 

Kahoy 3° oure évav ovnw ov Spdaluciow, 

17% Oud" ov1m yepagor Baotini vag ardge Foexey. 

Tor 8° ‘Klévn pi Sorry apelBero, dia yovaintiy . 
Aidoios té pol éaat, gthe éxveé, Servos Ts° 
We opeley Saveros pot adsty xox0¢, onnote Setgo-: 
Tigi ow ’xouny, Sdihepoy yvortous 18 limovoa, 

1% Haida te anhuystyy wat opndextny égerteryyy, 

“Alda tay” ovx éyévovto * to xai xdatovoa rétnxa. — 
Tovto dé rot égéw, 0 Be dveigeat 06 Metadiges * 

Obrés a Argsidns, stguxgeionw ‘Ayapsuvesy, 
Apsporegor, Baathevs t ayados, xpoTEpOS t” alguntns° 

190 dang aur duos i toxe xuvai7e.D0s, einot tny ye. 

‘Rs mato’ ror 8 6 veg ny esoato, povnosy TE ° 


196 


210 


215 


IAIAAOZ IU. 


2 pixar ‘Argeldn, porgnyevés, odfrddarpor, 

"H $c vb tos noldot dedunato xougot “Agave. 
“1B xat Dovyiny sisnhudov dunehococay, 

"Ev9a Woy mielutove Povyus, avégas aiodonalous, 
Auoug ‘Orgijos nae Muy doves arti Féot0, 

Oi ga tor’ éatgatowrto mag” ozFas _Zayyaglovo ° 
Kai yag yay énlxovgos dow pete toto élégSyy 
“Hyar 7, ore t na doy Apatoves dvticverpats * 


"Ald utd? of togot qaay, o ooot Ekixones Agacol. 


Aevregov aut’ ‘Odvajea idur, égieiv o yegatcs* 
kin ays Moe xed rovde, piioy téxoc, ostig 00 éotiv: 
Meiov uéy xepady “Ayapsprovos "Argeidao, 
Luguregos 3° _Bporary t08 atégvorory idéoS as. 
Tevgen bey ob xevtat éni yPovi movduforeten, 

Autos Oé, xtéloc we, énimoAsizat otlyas avdguy° 
Agrag pew Eyaye étoxe menyeaiscdler, 
“Ost ote Bevo EW Jeigveras doy srrdey. wi 

; Tov O° qusiser inud’ Bhévn, cog enyeyovise’ 
Ovrog 3° av Ausgriad ne, Tohvpytis "Oduuaers, 
"Og Tougy év Snpw Tsaxng xgarais 7tEQ éovans, 
Eidwe meavtolous te dolous ene yy dso TEUKVE, 

Thy 3 aur’ Artyvag TEENVUMEVOS avtioy nvdu* 

in yuvat, 1 oath TOUTO imog VHMEQTES EeLTeEs. 

"HOy yee, xat Sevpo nor Hlude diog “Odvuceue, 
Zev vex’ ayyehiys, our Agripihy Meveluc * 

‘Tous 3° eye éSeiveaaa, nak ey HEyago.a pilqua, 
Auporépmy dé guiy eduny xed undee TURPa. 

“AA” O18 3) Tewecury év ay gopero.aty sux dev, 
Sravioy bey Mevsiaos unsipeger eugsuc amous, 
Auge i ESoussven, YEguowregos nev ‘Odvauer;. 
‘AlA” Ors On mUSovs xai wydea mao vpouvoy, 
“Hrow pay Mevelaos énitoczudny ny dyever, 

Taga pév, adhe wake deyéwrs ° ének ov nolupy dos, 
Oud" apapngroeniis, n xeal yeve VaTEgOS ney. 

"Ad, ore bn moluuntis arats Serev ‘Odvaaevc, 
Stacxev, van 6é ideoxe, xorte ziovros Oupare antas, 
gi 2tgor 3d’ ovr oniuw ovte myongnvés évoipar, 
"Ald curenpés ELEOREY, atdge pont dorxeig ° 

Saing xe Saxoroy té ty Euuevaat, cepoores tT avresg° 
AMA’ ore 37 O° One té meyadny éx arn Seog § 186, 
Kai Emcee ngadzaaiy éocxore zetueg* nary, 

Ouz ay enert’ ‘Odvaiié y égloutie Beorec ihhog° 
Ov tore y’ wd *Odvajos ayavccpusd’ tidag idovtes. 





44: IAIAAOS I 


225 Totglroy ave’ Atavre iar, egeav’ o 7Egauos * 
1s t &@ 00” adios " Aganos avng qs TE peyag Te, 
“Ekozos Agysioy xepadyy 70, sugeas @pous 5 

Tov 3” Ehévy Tar rumeithOg apeiBero, dia yuvaxey* 

— Ouros 3 Alas ott nelwgzos, = égxos "Agauciy* 

230 Bouevets o éréguidey évi Ko7revat, S06 ec, 

“‘Eotyx’ * aug Oé wey Konray ayot nyege Povtat. 
Tollaxs py Selvavey “Agnjiqidos Mevélaos 

Oixe év querégn, ondre Kenry dey i ixotTOo. 

Nuy 3” adlovs yey mavens og Elixenac * Ayarovs, 

235 Oug xey év yrolny, xoi Tovrope wudjoaluny ° 
dow 3” ov Svvapat idéecr xoopttogs dawy, 
Kaoroga 3° inmodapoy xak mud ayadoy Hohvéevxsa, 
Avtoxaaryryte, To) pot pla yelvato HiTK¢. 

"H ouy tonsa dny Aaxedalpovos et égaresrns ; ; 

210 “FI Sevg0 bey ixovto vitae eve MOVTOTOQOLUIY, 

Nov avr ove éFéhovat wayyy xaradupsvat avdgov, 

Aiagra Serdiorec mest oveiden 10Ad’, o& pol éotty ; 
‘2g pato * tous 3° 40n xatézev puatloos aia 

"Ey Aaxedaipor av St, pihn ey morgioe yeln. _— 

. 245 Krguxes « oe ove woty Seow pégoy ogxe Mote, 

Agve dvw xai oivoy Liqgover xagmoy agovens, 
“Auxa éy cciy ely * pepe dé xenthga qascvoy 
Kigu$ ‘Wuiog 408 zevaee xumedha * 

‘Mrguyey dé végovta TLAQLOT OBEYS énéeooty * 

250 “Ogaro, Aaopedortsady | ! xadsovocy Gigeotos: 
Tesiwy 3° innoddper mock * AqaLay zadnoyrroivesy, 
Es nediov xaraSnvat, iy” Ogxea HLTA THUNTE 
Avieg ” AleSurdQ0¢ xe “ Aguiptlos Meveluog 
Muxens éyzelyar Haxjvovr’ augi yuvaint’ 

25b Tw dé xe mxnoares yum xa xrnpad” Exotto ° 
Oi 8” cAdor, giloryte xal Ogxea Mota Taportes, - 
Naioipssy Teotny égrBuilaxe ” tot Os veovtat 
“Agyos és innoBoror xae “ Ageidea nochliy drone. 

‘Ns garo* giynoev 8° 0 yégay, éxélevue 3” sralgots, 
9c) “Inmous Seuyvoperac 102 0° orgalsas énidorro. 
“Av 3° ag. : &By MMolapos, xata O° jvia tetvey ontooe” 
Tag dé ob Aviqrong megunaden Bysato digeor. 
Tw 5é dic Sx mediovd tov woxéag inoue. 
"AMA Ote 34 GO txovro meter Towa xai °Aymovs, 
on HE innoyv amo,Savres ént x5 ore novi forergay, 
‘Ks éouor Te yore xt Agnutiy foryowr TO. 
“Qovuro 3° wurix’ Eneita avet ardguy “AyMEUY OT, 





270 


375 


810 


TAFAAOZ IIH. 


“Ay 3° ‘Odusevs modupintic * avag xnQuxEs ayavot 
“Ooxia mete Dewy ouvayoy, xONTT GL dé olvoy 
Misyoy, atag Bactdevory viwg ént Heigas Ezsvav® 
_Arysidns 06 fquaadusvos zelgecot pazorpary, 
H ot mag Elpeos Biya | xovdeoy atéy Gagto, 
"Agvay éx xspalewoy Tope tolzas* avrag Sesto 
Krguses Today nee Agoutoy velar diplarots. 
Toiow 3 Argeldng psyod sUyeto, xEtous avagzeiy * 
Zev matEg, 18 Sev pedéay, xbdcate, peytots, 
"Hédtog 9, Og nave’ époggs, xut nave émanovers, 
Kai Torayot xas Tuite, xo ot Unévegoe xaporras 
Av 9 goimrous rivya For, ¢ Org x ” énloguov opecan, 
‘Tytig pagrugos ote, guiagusrs 3° Ogxco: MLOTO * 
ki psy wer Mevelaoy AlsSerdqo¢ HOTOMEDY I 
Abros Enaud “Ehivny agate not xET wore ROYTC, 
“Mris 3° dy viecot vewpeda HOVTOROQOLOLY * 
Et dé x “Ale SuvBgoy xtelyn SarF-og Mevilaog, 
T ganas Enis?” “Elévyy xd xT porta move” anodovvat, 


| Tiny 3° “Apystos amorivéuey, avr Eotxey, 


“Hts xa éooopsrorot per arFoanoia meAn tat. 
Ei 3° ay  épol TLBHY Tigiapos Tgsipoo ts maides 
Tivay ovx éPslooty, Alssardgoro | MEGOVEOS, 
Avtag eyo xab Erste waynoouce svexae MoLwnTe, 
Avi Here, clare x8 tedog TEOAE LOL xiyelor. 

"L, mot ARO GTOMAZOUS ugvay tae yn dst yalxe * 
Kai tove per "nord oy xey ént 29 ovog donalyortag, ri 
Ovpou devoperous ° ano yao usvog tideto zalxog. 
Oivoy 3° Ex xgNTH 05 agvoccapevor dencecow 
Exgeov, 70° stzorto Feot¢ abery evety atv * 

‘Nde 36 19 sineoxer Agouay te Teoiey te 

Zev xudsare, peeysote, xect aSavetor Sot Glos / 
Onnoregor MQOTEEOL unig opxia TEN UN VELAY, 

"N0é o@. éyxepalos Zepadic gé01, wg ods olvos, 
Avtar, xai TEXEODY, thozor 5° wAorot Sepeier. 

‘Rs Epav" ovd” aga nw opr emengrianve Kgoviey. 
Toiat 3é Jagdavidns Totauos sta pidov tener 

Kéxdvts MEU, Tosiee noe duxvn des "Ayarol* 
"Hie yay elu moti “Thtov VEO ETTOY 
“Ay, inst ovnw rhjoup: év cp Padpotaw ogaoFa 
Magroyer oy pe, ov vior Agnipihy Mevsiaw * 

Zevs bey mov toye olds xat cIuvatos Geod dAdot, 
“Onnoréog Saratoto télog TLETEQOHMEVOY éotiy. 
6 Ga, xat é¢ Siggoy agrasg Séro icoFeos poig* 


4 


Lay 


46 


320 


$10 


845 


TAIAAOS Tf. - 


“Av 3° ag” > Baw” attos, xara 8° avila reivey Oniaoes 
Tag dé os Artiyeg megenoéee Bnoato Siggor ° 
Tw pe ae” cpoggor mgott “[hioy anoréorto. 

‘Extag 08 Tgudporo mais ot dios *Qdvoaevs 
Xeigoy per Troairoy dsepergeoy, avrag tere 
Kingous éy xuven zolxygsi nado torres, 
‘Onndtegas dg; nooaSey agelr, zalxsov EYZOS. 

Acot o° Tignoarto, Feoias OF yéigas avegzoy * 
‘Nde de tig sintsoxey Ayo 18 Teview te" 

Zev mare, Dy dey usdéay, xvdiote, peéyrote ! 
“Onnétegas tude igya pet &upotégoray Eo qxey, 
Tov doc anop 9 iusvoy Doras dopor “Aidog sian, 
Lpiv 3° ay piloryta xo Ogxte miota yever Dan. 

Ns &o- ear’ nadlev Os uéyos xogudatohos “Exteg, 
Ay ogdwy * Idgtog dé Sous éx xdyoos Ggovuey. 
Oi wey Exad? iCovro xara otixas, NZe Exuote 
“Innot aepainodss watt motxtla tevye Exesto. 

Avtag oy ang eworowy éducato Tevyen 60. XAG 
dios AlzSavdgoc, Eléyng Tools nUx01L0L0. 
Krnpidag pey moorta 4 xT ENOL comer 
Kailas, aieyugeoraty enibalolos agayulag ~’ 
Aevtegoy av Swenxe mEgE gry de “wy rune 

> Lio xaatyrnt oto Avxaoros* Tiguoge, Dave. 
"dug 3° ag” oumotay Badero § Hoos deyugonhor, 
Xadxzoyr * aurag Emerton adios peye te attBagor te" 
Kegati O° én’ ipFiuy xuveny EUTUKTOY ESnney, 
“Innovgsy * decvov J8 Legos xadumegder é evevey. 
Eikero 3 GAxipop E: EyxOS, 0 ob mahapngey 91,98. 
‘Ns 8” aires Mevélaos Agniog ive” Zduver. 

Oi 3” énet ovr éxategS-ey opddov Iugizdjoay, 
‘Es uéoooy Tapia xat Agony dotizoowvto, 
devo Segnousvar SapBog 3° tyev sigogowrras 
Toads 3° innodapous xo évxrnurdag "Ayeovs. 
Kal §° éyyis OTTTHY Stapetonte év? zoom, 
Seovr’ eyxeias, addnjdovoty xotéorte. 

TigooSe 6° “AléSardgoe TrgotEe Soligéoxioy & E7L06, 
Kai Paley Atgeldao xat’ aonida narvtoo” et tony, 
Oud" Egéns Sey zodxor* _aveyvanupdn dé of aizun 
Aonld” im xpartegn. 0 08 Sevtegos agvuto yalx@ 
Argsidns . Mevéhaos, émevSapevos AG mearol ° 

Zev ava, doc thoaaSas, ¢ b us mgOrEQOS xa Eogy sy, 
a oy ‘AleSavdgor, nod eens © un0 ZEQat Sapaccor * 

Ogea tig éggiyyot xai oytyovny av9 gune”, 


«4 


870 


bao * 


375 


$95 


(FArAd os IF. 4} 


Etvodcxoy xaxa gesat, o xev pilornre ROQHOXD- 

H ga, xo apmenalwy mgotee Dolizooxtoy é; EYLOGs 
Kai Buds Tiguxpisao xat’ avnida pavtoa étony. 
ia bey danidos nhFe pacriy CBgiboy 2 EYZ06, 

Kai dua Soignxos modvdatdadou nenglote™ 

Avtuxgi bs Teogert Lanagyy Siduqas qiroires 

“Eyz0s" 68° exlivdn, xat adevuto K7jga pelaway, 
“Argeldng dé éguouaperos Siqpos aeyvgonioy, 

Taiev avagzapsvoc xogudos getloy* angi do’ a@" aur £. 
Teizda te xat tergayda Seat queer é: ExTEGE xE1906. 
‘Argeidns 3 quater, idwy sig ovguvoy suguy’ 

Zev nUTEE, outs oso Sear olowrEgos dog | f 
We épauny ticsec Pas * AléSord yor OC: HOTHTOS ° - 
Noy Bé por dv zelosoa dayy Sipos * éx 3¢ pou Eyzoc 
Wie indy meoahetpey, pe éreiasor, oud ESulov py. 

"H, nad énaiitas xogu doc daBev innodaatins, 
“Elxe 8° énsotpépas wer eyxynudas ‘Ayato S 
Aye bé uy mo Sede ae inv Um0 se 
Os ot un avd koturog OxeUs Ue rétat0 tovpadsinc. 

Kal ww ney siguogsy TE, xat aomEtoy agato xudog, 
Ei ea ae * ob vonas duos Suyatng “Ageodirn, 
“H 06 .gnsev iparre Boos ¢ epe xTOMEYOLO * 
&47 Bi Tovpahese o ap fameto zeigi mayely. 
Thy bey ined” Ties pet’ eixvnpidas “Ayacovs 7 
Ply” émdivquas, xouoay O° égingss Eraigor. 
Airag Oo ay énogovoe, ROT axTo EVOL peveaivey 
“Eyxet qalxsie ” tov 0 eyonas” Aggodiry 
“Peto wad’, aigte Sec ° éxahuys 3° ag” nege nolan, 
Kad S° dla’ éy Sahay evaidei, ANE oe 
Avti, 3° avd’ “Khéyny xadsove’ te* thy 3° éxizaver 
Trey ég” tyne: mepi bé Towed alig joa. 
Xe dé vextageou éavov éxivate luBovsa ° 
Text dé poy eixvio naharyevst MgoseesmEY, 
Eigoxouy, 7 08 Aaxsdaiport yaLeTawON 
“"Hoxew sigica xade, podwotoe Og eer qulgeoxey 
17, poe decapery meoceperver ci lepgodicn * 

Acig’ rs: Alssavd90¢ ge xadet olxovde véseaPat. 
Kelvog oy év Soddum xat Suvarot "Aszeoow, 
Keli ts ora Bory xa et “OW” ovdd xs pains 
Avdgi paxnodpsvoy tory” Seiv, alla yooovds 
“EexsoD , ne xogoto veov Ayjyovte xaPicers. 

Ns pero ° tr o “ga Spor évi sty Seogty ogivev 
Kai ¢° we ouy évonae Seag megixaddca Seon», 


48 IATIAMAOS fF. 


Zryjdea oi eqdsvtas xa , Oupara paguelorra, , 
OupBnosy t ee’ émesta, Enog t Epar , ex t ” cvopater * 

Aarporin, ri ps TaUTa Adare gnigoneverr ; ; 

00 “i x7 us TEQOTEQOD | molly sUvatopevaury 
“Aka 4 Povyins, % 4} Mroving égatsrns, 

Ei tls toe xai xeidr pihos wegonoy avFgumay ; 
Ovvexa 3%, vv Siov Alé Sardgor Mevilaos 
Nixyjoas éSéhen atuyegny éué olxad ayeaSas, 

8 Tobvexa oF voy devgo dologgoréoven TAQEGENS 5 

Hoo mag” autoy iovoa, Feu 5° ancene xelevdoug* 
M76" ere Golus nodsouly ¥ UOaTeEpELaS “Ohuproy, 

"AMD aisi mEgt xELvVOY otgve, xo é prhagoe, 

Eicoxs a 7 Ghozoy moijoerat, 7 oye Sovlyy. 

410 Ketus 3° eyo ovx elus — yeuecontor 36 xev ety — 
Kelvou mogavveovaa ‘Aezos * T genet 36 uw’ onlucw | 
Hocus peuncortas*® to O° ays cxgetor Supa. prop \ 

Thy dé Zolmaayern megocepaives, ua Aggodizn: 
My re Egeds, oxethin | Mh zoonpe Star” 

415 Tw Os o° amex S790, ae voy i nl 
Misow 3° auporeguy pyticouae EF 60 duyga, 

7 gabeoy xt davewy, ov Os xsv xatxov oitoy GAnjat. 

‘Rg Epar’* éddstoey, 3° “Edgyn, Ao exytyguia * 
Bn é MaraTzOUEYy bexr'gp soyti agin, ~ 
40 Styi* moous 08 Towns “‘Aadev noxe 5: Soluooy. 

Ai 3° or AlsSardgoro Douoy megincdls ixovto, 
“4upinolos nip ETELT OS Sows ént Foya Tgeanovto, 
‘HS tig bpogopoy Fdiapor xis dia yuvarxwy. 

Th é° Gea dipgor ilcuue pehopusdnes ‘Ageoditn, 

495 “4rri? "Ale $ardgoro dea xatED Has pégovaa * 

"EvSa xa’ “Elévyn, xoven Atos aiysozoto, 
“Ooce nahiy xilvaca, moot o° quinane ude" 

“HahuSec éx moléuou - —_ aig agpeles aurod olga Fat, 
Avdei Sopetc Rearegg), | Os Euds TQOTEQOS MOUIG NEY. 

ao “IT Bey bn mgiv y" exe” Agniglicy Mevelaov 
Pai t8 Bin xat zegad xoi Eyxet PEQTEQOS sivas * 
“AML” 194 viv ngoxadlecuae “Aoniqrdov Mevelaoy, 
‘Ebates paytcasSas évavtiov ! alka a” tyonys 
TatcacFas xéhopat, unde Sar do Mevelow 

435 ArtiBoov molepov Teohepivecy 08 wdizec Far 
Apgadéins, png tay UT avrov dougi Sapsins. 

Thy bg Tags pudoow ape Sousvos TQOcEeLTIEY © 
My us, YUVA, yahenotacy oveldeat Super E Evinte ! 
Nov pév yao Mevélaog évixnoery aby “Any * 


T41AAOS8 Ii. 49 


410 Keivoy 3” atric eyes * maga yag Deol cios xi jyir. 
“AL” aye bn gihoryte Toametoper evry Dévts. 
Ou yao woOMOLE B ” wée Epuc pesvac aupexdduper ® 
Ovd’ ors ae meairoy Aaxsdaiporos & épatewns 
"Endeov cr disus éy TOvtOTOQOLGt véeoosy, 
445 Nise 3° & Koaven éulyny peloryte xad suvij* 
‘2g geo viv Egapeat, wad ps yhuxs | iwegos aigel. | 
3 2 
H Ga, xa coxe Aézocds xcciv * apa 3” einer” dxortig® 
Tw piv ag év tgntoiat xatevvan Oey Aezeecury. 
Aigsidng 0° ay opsloy époita, Ingi dorxeic, 
480 Et xov | dca D.ojaevev ‘Aletavdpor Feosdéa. 
"Ald oitts Suvaro Teaay xhetay T° émixovgary 
Aiba ‘Alésardgor tor , Aenipiiy Merely» 
Ou bey yag pihorntl y " éxevdavor, sb tig idorto* 
“Toor yng opty RAOLY aang ero Kngt pelaivn, 
485 Toior 08 xal petssimer avast ardedy Ayapépror * 
Keéxhuté pev, T aes xat Auedavos 70° énixovgos ° 
Ninny bey oy gaiver Agnigilov Mevelaov ° 
iMyeic 3° ‘Agyelyy “Ehévyy xat etjuad’ ay aur 
Exdore, xod tiny OTIOTLVELEY, jt’ Fouxev, 
060 “Hre xat sogopero.as pet av 5 goimoras mehytou, 
“Ng ipat “Argsldng* éxit 3° jveov &Alos ‘Ayaol. 


x 


ITAIAAOZ A. 


Quum ex federe Helena Achivis reddenda, infesteque 
acies dirimendz essent, superato Paride; Juno in concilio 
deorum indignabunda, ita non expleri odium suum in Troja-" 

\nos, Jovi extorquet, ut ipsi concedat Jlii excidium (1-4¥). 
inerva, ipsa quoque Trojanis inimica, Junonis hortatu ad 
terram missa, persuadet Pandaro Lycio, ut jacté in Menelaum 
rT pactionem conturbet, ac novam bellandi causam serat 
104): at non letali vulnere percussum Menelaum arces- 
(toe medicus curat Machao (105— 219). Interea rursus 
armati ad pugnandum se referunt Trojani, dum Agamemno 
catervas Achivorum obit ; nonnullorum, ut Idomenei, Ajacum, 
Nestoris, qui jam in procinctu stabant, alacritatem "Iaudans ; ; 
aliorum, ut Menesthei, Ulyssis, Diomedis, qui recentem 
impetum nondum_ senserant, cunctationem reprehendens 
ee 421). Quo facto, prolium instauratur, in quo Trojanis 
ars et Apollo, Achivis preter alia numina Minerva animos 

* addit; cedesque fiunt mutum (422-544). 
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Stragem Trojanorum continuant Achivi; ante omnes insig- 
nis Diomedes, Minerve, Martem ab acie seducentis, presidio 
ferocissimus (1-94). Sed ipse a Pandaro vulneratus, etiam 
vehementius sevit in hostes (95-166): Pandarum, antea 
peditem, nunc ex Enee curru pugnantem, interficit (167 - 296) ; 
neam, amici corpus tegentem, saxo sauciat (297-310): 
Veneri, filium ex pugna efferenti, plagam in manu infligit 
(311-351). Venus, ab Iride educta, curru Martis revehitur 
ad Olympum, ubi eam mater Dione sinu fovet, alii dii leniter 
irrident (352-431). ineam, a Venere destitutum, Diomedis 
furori eripit Apollo, et in arce Trojani recreandum curat, 
simul Martem in aciem revocat (432-460). Mars ad rem 
fortiter gerendam hortatur Trojanos, quibus statim ALneas 
integer subvenit (461 - 518). Nee segnius pugnant Achivi, 
cedunturque ex utrisque multi, in his Tlepolemus ab Sarpe- 
done ; tandem pelluntur paullatim Achivi (519-710). His ita 
laborantibus ex Olympo upitulatum veniunt Juno et Minerva 
(711-777), ac voce Junonis denuo incenditur turba, Miner- 
ve autem monitu et ductu Diomedes ipsum Martem vulnerat 
(778 ~863), qui ex campo repente ud olympum redit, ibique 
sanatur, sequentibus etiam deabus (864 -909). 
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‘Trojanorum acie in fagam inclinante, Helenus vates Hecto- 
rem hortatur, ut publicam obsecrationem Minervez in arce ha- 
bendam indicat (1-101). Ergo is, celeriter restituto pralio, 
pergit in urbem: in eo prelio Diomedes et Glaucus, dux Ly- 
ciorum, ad certanien progressi, priusquam manus consererent, 
paterna inter se: hospitia recordati, facta armorum permuta- 


' tiene, dextras jungunt (102-236). Hecuba et cexterz matro- 
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nm, de Hectoris et procerum .Trojanorum consilio, peplym in 
zdem Minerve inferunt, votaque pro salute patria nuncupant 
(237 ~311). Interim Hector domi desidentem Paridem ‘objur- 
gando in aciem reducit (312-368): uxorem Andromachen, in 
edibus suis frustra quesitam, tandem urbe egrediens ad por- 
tam Scwam una cum puero Astyanacte obviam. habet, dtque 
ultimum alloquitur (369 -502). Mox fratrerh in via armatus 
consequitur Paris (503-529). Oo, 
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Achivos, equis adhuc seu prosperis armis certantes, urgent 
Hector et Paris, in prelium reversi (1-16): quod ut tandem 
dirimatur, de Minerve et Apollinis consilio, Helenique suasu, 
fortissimus quisque ab Hectore ad pugnam singularem provo- 
catur (17-—9] ). Menelaum, qui se alacrem ostendit, ceteris cunc- 
tantibus, deterret Agamemno (92 — 122); mox, a Nestore in- 
stigati, surgunt ad dimicandum novem heroés, ex quibus sortis 
eventus designat Ajacem Telamonium (123-205). Congredi- 
untur Hector et Ajax, acriterque depugnant, donec sub nucte:n, 
viribus pares, datis invicem muneribus, discedunt (206-312). 
In epulis publicis Nestor censet corpora cesorum sepelienda 
et castra munienda : in Trojanorum concione Antenori, pacis et 
Helene cum opibus restituenda auctori, respondet Paris, nihil 
se preter opes, sed eas propriis adjectis, redditurum (313 - 364). 
Illud responsum altero die Priamus ad Achivos perferri, atque, 
ut Frojanorum quoque corpora crementur, inducias iniri jubet 
(365 - 420). Post hec sepulturam curant utrique suorum, si- 
mul Achivi navalia sua muro fossaque cingunt ; que opera Nep- 
tunus inter deos non sine indignatione miratur (421 — 464). 
Coenam nox sequitur minax tonitribus (465 - 482 
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Deos ad concilium vocatos vetat Jupiter neutri populo in 
acie adesse, curruque vehitur ad Idam (1-52). Inde pro- 
spicit mane dubia victoria pugnantes exercitus, deinde for- 
tunis eorum fatali lance pensitatis, dejectisque fulminibus, 
exitia Achivis portendit (53-77). lis, usque ad munimenta 
compulsis, adiutorem Neptunum Juno frustra expetit; mox 
inclamando animos reddit Agamemno, et propitium Jovem 
ostentuin significat (78 - 250). Jam Achivi, aliquaindiu superi- 
ores, novo impetu repellunt Trojanos, quorum multos sagittis 
configit Teucer, vicissim ab Hectore vulncratus (251 — $34). 
Rursus in fugam vertuntur Achivi, quum Juno et Minerva 
auxilii ferendi causa Trojam proficisci parant; sed conspectas 
statim ex monte Jupiter per Irin rejicit (335-437). Ipse ad 
Olympum reversus contumaces deas acri objurgatione incessit, 
Achivis etiam majores clades in crastinum diem minatur 
(438-484). Finita ob noctem dimicatione, babitaque con- 
cione, Trojani victores in ipso preelii loco excubias obsidionis 
instituunt, atque, ut insidias hostibus aut navigationem pra 
cludant, crebros per urbem campumque ignes accendunt 
(485 ~ 565) 
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Apud Achivos, et preterito discrimine perculsos, et instante 
conterritos, clam ab Agamemnone proceres convocantur, qui- 
bus rex consilium fuge et properandz per noctem navigationis 
indicit (1-28). A turpi incepto dehortantur eum Diomedes ac 
Nestor (29-73). Excubim locantur pro munimentis castrorum, 
in Agamemnonis tentorio coena paratur proceribus, post ca- 
nam sollicite agitur de Achille placando et ad exercitum redu- 
cendo (79-153). Ipse Agamemno illi, si iracundiam suam 
publicw necessitati remiserit. et intactain Briseidem et eximia 
dona promittit (114 - 161). His cum conditionibus mittuntur 
viri a Nestore delecti, Phenix, quem Achilli pater rectorem 
juvente addiderat, Ajax major, Ulysses, duo caduceatores 
(162-184). Legatos amice excipit Achilles, sed eorum, quam- 
vis accuratas, graves, blandas orationes et omnia Agamem- 
nonis promissa adspernatur; praterea Phonicem apud se 
retinet. cum eoque in patriam propediem se rediturum minatur 
(185 - 66t) Ita postquam irritam legationem renunciarunt 
Ajax et Ulysses, graviter afflictos principes confirmat Diome- 
des, et ad pertinaciam pugnandi hortatur (669 - 713). 
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Agamemno insomnis cum fratre Menelao lectis evocant 
Nestorem et alios pincipum, cum lisque excubias ad fossam 
obeunt (1-193). Consilio ibi, ut in’ trepidis rebus, habito, 
mittunt speculatores in castra Trojana, Diomedem atque Ulys- 
sem (194-271). His aliquantum progressis prapes avis pro- 
sperum augu rium affert (272 - 298). Eodem tempore Achivo- 
rum consilia exploratum prodierat Trojanus quidam, Dolo, 
Hectoris promissis incitatus, quem, ad navalia quum maxime 
tendentem, illi comprehendunt (299 - 381). Hic quum vitam 
sibi deprecatus, omnem situm castrorum, et, ubi Rhesus, rex 
Thracum, tenderet, indicavit, proditor a Diomede occiditur 
(382 — 464). Jam pergunt ad cubilia Rhesi, quem modo sub- 
venisse cum insignibus equis audierant; et ipsum quidem cum 
duodecim sociis obtruncat Diomedes, equos avertit Ulysses 
465 - 503). Heroes, a Minerva moniti, ne spe plura predandi 
iutius morentur, dum Apollo Thraces et Trojanos excitat, 
salvi ad suos revertuntur (504 — $79). 
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Instructus splendidis armies Agamemno mane copias suas 
in aciem educit, simul Hector et alii principes Trojanocrum 
(1-66). Insolita virtute Agamemnonis, que et incognitam 
turbam inflammat, Trojani commoventur, magna clade accepta 
(67 - 162). Hector ipse, ad urbis usque meenia repulsus, Jovis 
jussu impetum furentis adversarii declinat, donec ille saucius 
pralio egreditur (163 - 283). Quo facto, Hector ad pugnan- 
dum redit, et novum ardorem injicit suis (264-309). Aci 
inclinatam restituunt Diomedes, Ulysses, Ajax: sed Diome¢ 
a Paride vulneratus, cito ad naves revehitur (310-400) ; it 
Ulysses, vulneratus a Soco, atque, eo transfixo, a Trojanis 
cumventus, ope Menelai et Ajacis dimicationi eripitur (4 
488); mox Paridis sagittis vulnerantur Machao et Euryp 
(489-596). Machaonem, Nestoris curru pretervehent 
conspicatus Achilles, Patroclum mittit presentia cognitut 
(697 - 617). Is ubi Machaonem agnovit,a Nestore miserrim 

ortunam prcelii edocetur rogaturque . ut vel Achillem 
auxilium Achivis ferendum imploret, vel ipse, Achillis ar 
indutus, hostes terreat (618-803) In reditu Patroclus } 
rypylam ex vulnere egrum offendit, eique in tentorium deb 
medetur (804 — 848). 
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Achivi, intra murum compulsi (invisum diis opus, ab ii 
statim post ipsam urbem deletum), Trojanos jam navibus 
imminentes vident, jam fossam transgressuros (1-59). Rei 
difficultate primum attoniti, mox, Polydamantis monitu, de 
curribus descendunt, et in quinque catervas divisi incarrunt 
(00 10 . Asius, unam portarum ex curru aggredi ausus, a 

uobus Lapithis cum magna clade suorum rejicitur (108 — 194). 
Infausti augurii interpretatio, a Polydamante facta, Hectorem 
non deterret a- persequendis hostibus (195~ 250). Hi, etsi 

rocelloso vento impediti, munimenta sua acriter defendunt, 
imprimis duo Ajaces (251-289). Alia parte Sarpedon et 
Glaucus irruunt, quibus se opponit Menestheus, ab eoque 
arcessiti, Ajax major et Teucer (290-377). Sarpedonis socius, 
Epicles, ab Ajace, Glaucus a Teucro sauciatur; tandem a 
Sarpedone pinna muri revellitur (378-399). Lycios, marum 
perrupturos, etiam nunc fortiter arcent Achivi; Hector autem 

rtam ingesto saxo discutit, suisque viam ad naves aperit 
(400 - 471). 
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Trojani passim superato muro cadunt Achivos, quum Nep- 
tunus, miseratione commotus, clam Jove, tuendis navibus 
auxiliator accedit (1-42): qui primum duos Ajaces, tum ce- 
teros principes, humana specie indutus, ad obsistendi pertina- 
ciam cohortatur (43-124), Igitur Ajaces et alii Hectorem in 
media acie ab excidio navium arcent (125-205); mox Ido- 
meneus,'a Neptuno in arma instigatus, assumpto Merione, ad 
sinistram afflictis succurrit (206-329). Exinde atrox preliam 
conseritur, in quo Trojanis Jupiter, Achivis Neptunus favet, 
inter Achivos Idomenei imprimis virtus spectatur (330 - ~ 362). 
Is Othryoneum, Asium, Alcathoum interficit; idemque cum 
Merione, Antilocho, Menelao, adversus Hineam, Deiphobum, 
Helenum, Paridem pros pere dimicat (363 - 672). Etiam Hec- 
toreth, medio, quem dudum tenuit, loco sic urgent Ajaces et 
alia caterve, ut gradum jam referant Trojani: sed Polyda- 
mantis consilio firmatus Hector repente collectos in hostem 
ducit (673 ~ 808.) Novam pugnam clet Ajax, et ingenti utrim- 
que clamore certatur (809 - 837 ). 
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Clamoribus pugnes exterritus Nestor egreditur tabernaculo 
suo, in quo adhuc Machaonem recreabat, ut, quo res lcco sit, 
exploret (1-26). Obviam ei veniunt ex vulneribus egri, 
Agamemno, Ulysses, et Diomedes, eadem de causa progressi ; 
quorum primus, de belli exitu pridem anxius, nunc, vallum 
prorutum videns, rursus fugam meditatur (27-81). Hoe con- 
silium improbat Ulysses, Diomedes autem persuadet omnibus, 
ut in prelium redeant suosque presentia certe atque hortatu 
adjuvent; simul euntem Agamemnonem solatur, et exercitum 
confirmat Neptunus (82 — 152). Interea ‘Juno, ut Achivorum 
laborem sublevet, ornat paratque se ad Jovem in Ida uxoriis 
illecebris deleniendum ; quam ob rem a Venere cestum mutu- 
atur, et ex Lemno arcessit Somnum, qui deum in soporem 
committat (153-351). Huic tempori insidiatus, Somno auc- 
tore, Neptunus, fortunam Achivorum promptius auxiliando 
restituit (852-401). Hector, ab Ajace ictu lapidis percussus, 
deficit animo, atque a sociis suis asportatur curaturque (402- 
439). Jam renovatis animis pugnantes Achivi Trojanos a 
navibus avertunt, Ajace imprimis minore fugatos persequente 
(440 - 522). 
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Jupiter experrectus pelli videt Trojanos, Achivis opem 
ferente Neptuno (1-11). Itaque aspere increpite Junoni im- 
perat, ut ex Olympo advocet Irim et Apollinem ; his se mu- 
nistris usurum ad Trojanas vires restituendas; simul omnem 
fatorum seriem usque ad excidium urbijs predicit (12-7). 
Ex Junone, in deerum sedem reversa, Mars audit de cede 
filii sui, Ascalaphi, et statim ad ultionem exardescit ; furorem 
ejus reprimit Minerva (78 — 142). Apollo et Iris deveniunt ad 
Jovem, cujus missu hzc Neptunum minaciter conterritum, 

uamvis reluctantem, cogit, ut bello desistat (143-219); 
pollo sanatum Hectorem erigit, eoque in pugnam reducto, 
-fortunam Trojanorum instaurat (220-280). Hector fortissi- 
mos Achivorum adortus, imbellibus ad naves degressis, partim 
trucidat, partim in fugam vertit, prweunte deo, qui commoté 
ewgide Achivis pavorem incutit, Trojanis autem, deleto muro, 
viam munit classem exsecindendam (261-389). Ea re 
animadversa, Patroclus ab Eurypylo redit ad Achillem, ut 
eum extremo discrimini auxiliatorem exoret (390 - 404). In- 
terim acerrime pro navibus propugnant Achivi, pluribus ab . 
utraque parte cadentibus (406 ~ 590): tandem illi, nec dispersi, 
recedunt intra ordines navium, a quibus Ajax Telamonius 
conto armatus ignem defendit, quo jem Hector navem Protesi- 
lai se exusturuim minatur (591 — 746). 
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Patroclo deprecanti permittit Achilles, suis et armis et co- 
piis ad pugnam exire, ea lege, ut, Trojanos a navibus depulisse 
contentus, majori ne se periculo objiciat (1-100). Jam ipse 
debilitatus Ajax obstare non valuit, quin ignis inferretur navi 
(101-123). Quo viso, Achilles ultro amicum in arma vocat, 
ordines suorum instruit, alloquitur, libatione et precibus fusis 
dimittit (124 — 256). Repente conspectus Myrmidonum duc- 
tor consternatos hostes Achillis specie fallit, navem oppugna- 
tione liberat, incendium restinguit (257 — 305) ; pralium primo 
committit, apud naves mox cw#co pavore fugientes supra val- 
lum et usque ad campi aperta compellit (306 —418) ; deinde 
congressus Sarpedonem, Jovis filium, perimit, ultore cxdis 
relicto Glauco (419 -507). Iscum Hectore et aliis Trojano- 
rum gravi certamine Achivis, spolia detrahentibus, corpus 
Sarpedonis eripiunt: quod, jussa Jovis, lotum unctumque 
Apollo tuetur, ab aiicis in Lyciam deportandum (508 — 683). 
Ilio rerum successu ferox Patroclus Trojanos ad urbem perse- 
quitur, murumque ejus scandit, sed ab eodem deo detruditur 
(684-711); tamen Hectori rursus irruenti fortiter obsistit, 
aurigam ejus Cebrionem necat, spoliatum cadaver abstrahit 
(712-782) ; denique complures ex turba interficit, donec ip- 
sum, vi Apollinis attonitum et armis exutum, Euphorbus sau- 
ciat, Hector prosternit, quiet Automedonti instat, Achillis 
currum propere ad naves agenti (783 — 867). 
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Occiso Patroclo arma detrahentem Euphorbum interficit 
Menelaus (i - 60): Hector autem, Apollinis monite, ab inse- 
quendo Automedonte reversus, exuvias aufert, dum Menelaus 
Ajacem majorem ad cadaver tuendum arcessit ; quin illud quo- 

ue mutilatum abstulisset, nisi Ajax accurrisset (61-139). 
jaci cedit Hector; sed, Glauci objurgatione stimulatus, mox 
Achillis armis superbiens redit ad corpus eripiendum, ac for- 
tissimum quemque suorum in eandem pugnam accendit; 
simul, a Menelao convocati, advolant strenuissimi Achivorum 
(140 -261). Sic uno in loco acerrima dimicatione orta, Mene- 
laus et Hector cum catervis uterque suis ancipiti fortuna in 
diversa contendunt: tili, ut Patrocli corpus defendant ; hi, ut 
ad ludibrium trahant (263-425). Achillis equis, casum Pa- 
trocli dolentibus, vigorem reddit Jupiter, eosque in prelium 
reducit Automedon, socio assumpto Alcimedonte (26 ~ 483). 
Statim adoriuntur currum Hector, Zneas, alii, ut nobiles equos 
capiant; at impetum eorum fortiter sustinent Achivi, qui etiam 
cadaver propugnant, quum Menelaum novis viribus implet 
Minerva, Hectorem hortatur Apollo, annuente Jove (484 - 596). 
dem inclinat Achiva acies, ipse etiam Ajax ‘Telamonius 
trepidat: cujus jussu Menelaus Antilochum cesi Patrocli et 
acceptm cladis nuntium ad Achillem mittit (597-701); idem- 
que Menelaus cum Merione cadaver ad naves deportare audet, 
we) fretus Ajacum, ingruentes hostes arcentium (702- 
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Accepto nuntio de nece Patrocli, Achilles planctui et Jamen- 
tis indulget (1-34). His lamentis ex mari excita Thetis cum 
cohorte Nereidum ad filtum consolandum venit ; quem quum 
ulciscendi Hectoris cupidissimum videt, quamvis id statim ipsi 
fatale futurum sit, cupidinem ejus in posterum diem differt, 
quo ei nova a Vulcano fabricanda arma perlaturam se promittit 

35 - 137). Nereidibus domum remissis, Thetis ad Olympum 
estinat, dum prelium renovatur super Patrocli corpore ; quo 
tandem potiturus erat Hector, nisi Achilles, monitu Junonis, ex 
fossa Trojanos truci adspeétu voceque terruisset, et funestam 
ad meenia fugam fecisset (138 - 231). Interim Achivi corpus 
ereptum tabernaculo Achillis inferunt, instante nocte (232 - 
242). Tumultuariam concionem habent Trojani, quibus Poly- 
damas suadet, ut salutem intra menia querant, neu se Achilli 
in acie objiciant trucidandos; sed prudens consilium displicet 
Hectori et populo (243-314). Noctem in armis pervigilant 
Trojani: Achivi, preeunte Achille, Patrocli casum deflent, 
cadaver curant, lectoque componunt (315 — 355). Ad Olym- 
pum, ubi Jupiter modo conjugem, objurgabat, quod Achillem 
concitasset, eadem nocte pervenit Thetis, inque domo Vulcani 
amice excipitur (356 ~ 42h) : qui ei facile exoratus clipeum 
eximia arte et reliqua arma fabricatur (428 - 617), 
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Orta luce Thetis Achilli arma Vulcania affert, eamque rur- 
sus ad belli societatem impellit; Patrocli autem corpus divinis 
perfundit odoribus, ut ad sepulturam integrum duret (1 - 39). 
Achilles, advocata concione, iracundiam suam abolitione depo- 
nit, atque e vestigio prelium postulat (40-73). Agamemno 
vicissim confitetur errorem suum, simul reconciliato dona 
offert, per Ulyssem legatum promissa: sed eorum ille negli- 

ens, quippe ultioni intentus, prelium poscere instat (74 - 
53). Tandem denique cedit Ulyssi, exspectandum esse 
monenti, dum copix pranderint, recipitque coram concione 
dona et ipsam Briseidem, contentionis causam, quam intactam 
teddere se Agamemno per aacrificium adjurat (154-275). 
Dona ex publico loco in tabernaculum Achillis transferuntur, 
ubi mulieres Patroclum gemunt, et ipse denuo lamentatur 
heros; qui, exercitu cibum capiente, pertinaciter abstinet 
(276-339). Is igitur a Minerva celo demissa recreatur, mox 
novis armis accingitur, currum conscendit cum Automedonte, 
atque, auditis ex altero equorum fatis suis, prodigus vite in 
aciem educit (340 — 424). 
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Utroque exervitu instructo, Jupiter diis ad concilium vocatis 

rmittit, ut quisque, utri velit, succurrat, ne excidium Tro- 
janis Achillis szvitia maturetur (1-30). Ita ad bellum pro- 
ficiscuntur Juno, Minerva, Neptunus, Mercurius, Vulcanus, 
Achivis opem laturi; Trojanis, Mars, Apollo, Diana, Latona, 
Xanthus, Venus: eorum ingressum ceelestis fragor ac tremor 
terre concelebrat (31-74). Ante initum prelium Apollo Z- 
neam concitat contra Achillem, Hectori instantem; interim 
dii, suasu Neptuni, seorsum ab acie considunt (75-155). Va- 
rias provocationes sequitur certamen Achillis cum Aine, 
quem, regno inter Trojanos fatis destinatum, Neptunus per 
nebulam periculo eripit (150— 352). Hector, Achillem aggres- 
surus, revocatur ab Apoliine; Achilles quum alios Trojanorum, 
tum etiam Polydorum, Priami filium, interficit (352-418). 
Jam fraternam necem ulturus cum Achille congreditur Hector, 
quem ipsum quoque nube circumdatum Apollo subducit (419 - 
454). Ceteros Trojanos dolore percitus Achilles adoritur, 
campumque fcda strage cesorum atque armorum complet 
(455 ~ 503). 
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Trojanos partim ad urbem, partim in Xanthum (Scamap- 
drum) agit Achilles, et multis in flumine trucidatis, X11 ju- 
venes vinctos inferiis Patrocli servat (1-33). Ibidem Lycao- 
nem, Priami filium, quamvis supplicem (34-135), mox et 
Asteropeum, ducem Preonum, cum aliis hujds gentis, inter- 
ficit, Fluvio irriso, ut impari (136-210): cedemque continua- 
bat, nisi Xanthus vi cadaverum obstrui se dolens, alveo eum 
excedere jussisset. Vix excesserat, quum rursus insilit; at 
Fluvius eum suis fluctibus mergere furit,et egressum insequi- 
tur (211-271). Jam in undis luctanti vires addunt Neptunus 
et Minerva; Xantho autem, qui irritatior etiam Simoéntis 
opem invocat, a Junone objicitur Vulcanus, qui campum et 

luvium exurit, nec flammas cohibet, nisi eadem dea auctore 
(272-384). Oriuntur deinde singuiares contentiones cetero- 
rum deorum: Martis, Minerve, Veneris; Apollinis, Neptuni ; 
Junonis, Diane; Mercurii, Latone (385-513). Post hec in 
Olympum revertuntur dii preter Apollinem, qui Trojam ver- 
sus pergit,dum Achilles ferro sevit per campum, alios com- 

ellit in urbem; quibus portam recludi jubet Priamus (514 - 
E43). illi ne in fuga opprimantur, Apollo Achillem primum 
immisso Agenore distinet, mox ipse, Agenoris specie indutus, 
fallit fugiendo, et ab urbe abstrahit (544 - 611). 
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~ Uterque exercitus se ex campo in tutum receperat, quem 
Achillem, a persequendo Apolline redeuntem, solus manet 
Hector, parentibus ex muro flebiliter revocantibue (1-89). 
Frustra: hinc enim pudor, hinc alii affectus illum loco cedere 
prohibent; adspectu tamen viri exterritus fugit, insequente 
eum Achille ac ter circum moenia agente (90-166). Inter 
hec Jupiter, vicem Hectoris miseratus, tentatis fatorum laa- 
ccibus, illi necem appendit, quem ab Apolline statim desertum 
Minerva, specie fratris Defphobi, ad dimicandum hortatur 
(167 — 247). Ita heroés congrediuntur singulari certamine, 
in quo Minerva Achillem priesens adjuvat, Hectorem atroci 
dolo deludit (248 - 305). Tandem hunc, maxima contentione 
pugnantem, chilles hasta transfigit, armis spoliat, insultandum 
cedandumque prebet suis, et religatum curru ad stationem 
navium raptat (306 - 404). Hectoris sui interitum plorat omnis 
civitas, lamentantur ex muro spectantes parentes et domo 
excita Andromache (405 — 515). 
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Myrmidones circa Patrocli lectum in armis decurrunt, 
reeunte Achille, qui iisdem mox epulum funebre prebet, 
ipse apud Agamemnonem ceenat, et in alterum diem exsequias 
indicit (1-58). Insequente nocte per quietem offertur ei ima- 
go Patrocli, justa funebria poscentis (59-107). Agamemnos 
nis jussu mane convehuntur ligna, affertur corpus, comis 
conspersum Achillis et aliorum, exstruitur rogus, et mactatis 
ad eum multis victimis et XII juvenibus Trojanis, accenditur, 
ardetque flatu Boree et Zephyri, dum Hectoris corpus a Venere 
et Apolline curatur (108-225). Proximo die leguntur et in 
urnam conduntur Patrocli ossa, ex ipsius voto olim eum Achil- 
lis reliquiis socianda; excitatur etiam tumulus subitarius 
(226 - 256). His in defuncti honorem adjicit Achilles certa- 
mina de vario genere, in quibus premia et munera merent 
principes Achivorum: equis, Diomedes, Antilochus, Menalaus, 
eriones, Eumelus, Nestor (257-650); pugilatu, Epeus et 
Euryalus (651 ~ 699) 5 luctando, Ajax Telamonius et Ulysses 
(700 ~ 739); cursu, Ulysses, Ajax minor, Antilochus hn -797); 
ecertando armis, Diomedes et Ajax Telamonius (798 —- 825) ; 
disco, Poly potes (826-849); sagittando, Meriones et Teucer 
(850 - 883) ; jaculando, Agamemno et Meriones (884 - 897). 
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Ludis peractis, cene somnoque se dant Achivi; Achilles 
noctem insomnem ducit, maneque Hectorem curru religatum 
circa tumulum Patrocli raptat (1-18). Eam contumeliam, 

lures per dies repetitam, inter deos, partim dolentes, partim 
wtantes, miseratus Apollo, qui corpus adhuc integrum serva- 
bat, graviter conqueritur (19-54). Itaque Jupiter per Thetj- 
dem, ab Iride arcessitam, imperat Achill, ut ab sevitia desis- 
tat, et corpus redimentibus tradere ne recuset; simul ejusdem 
mandatu Iris cohortatur Priamum, ut oblato redemptionis pre- 
tio filium recipiat (55-186). Geruntur hec duodecimo post 
mortem Hectoris die, quo Priamus sub noctem, Hecuba et 
ceteris omnibus remotis, qui iter morarentur, pretiosa dona 
colligit, hisque currum onerari, ab Idwo precgne ducendum, 
sibi alium parari jubet (187 — 282) ; tum libatione facta, et dex- 
tro omine accepto, iter ingreditur (283 - 330). Ei Jovis missu 
occurrit Mercurius, a quo per sopitos vigiles ad tabernaculum 
herots deducitur (331 - 467). Achilles, a rege supplice facile 
exoratus, pretium redemptionis accipit, corpus ei lotum et 
vestibus involutum restituit, undecim dies induciarum ad 
sepulturam concedit, coneque adhibitum honestissime dor- 
mitum dimittit (468-676). Prima luce postridie, Mercurio 
duce, Priamus ad urbem refert corpus, cujus visendi causa 
obviam effusi Trojani lamentantur; mox in aula positum, 
reter conductos cantores, plorant Andromache, Hecuba, 

elena (677-776). Exstructo deinde rogo, celebratur funus 


cum epulo (777 - 804). 
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THE first authentic date in Greek chronology is the Olympiad of Core- 
bus, B. C. 776. The Ionic migration took place one hundred and forty 
years after the fall of Troy. The interval between these events chronologists 
have no means of determining; the precive date, therefore, of the war of 
Troy, on which the Homeric poetry is founded, it is impossible, by any com- 
binations or calculations, to establish. The chronology of Eratosthenes, as 
stated by Clemens and explained by Clinton (Fasti Hellenici, Vol. I, p. 
124), places the fall of Troy in the year B. C. 1183. Apollodorus gives 
the same, and he is followed by Diodorus, excepting that, by a slight 
difference in the mode of calculation, the latter adds one year to the era; 
and this, viz. 1184, is the date which is commonly received. Newton, 
however, brings it down to B. C. 904. Taking the statements made by 
Isocrates respecting the Return of the Heracleidw in three of his orations, — 
Archidamus, the Panathenaicus, and that on Peace,——- and adding to 
them eighty years for the interval between that event and the Trojan war, 
Mr. Clinton obtains dates varying from that of Eratosthenes by forty or 
fifty years. The fall of Troy is fixed by the Parian Marble at B. C. 1209; 
by a calculation founded on the statements of Herodotus (II. 145) at 1260 
or 1279, and as deduced from the Life of Herodotus at B. C. 1270. Per- 
haps, if we assume the first quarter of the twelfth century B. C. as the 
period within which the Trojan war took place, we shall come as near the — 
actual date as can ever be expected. 

The Heroic age is commonly regarded as embracing the period between 
the first known appearance of the Hellenes in the north of Greece, and the 
return of the Greeks from Troy. The personages, whose names and exploits 
fill up the real and fabulous history of this age, are called heroes, — an epithet 
of honor, but of doubtful etymology. In Homer we find it given to leaders, 
kings, and priests, seemingly implying nobility of descent. The wars, expe- 
ditions, and adventures of this legendary age are the principal material out 
of which the creations of Greek poetry arose. In this age lived Bellerophon 
and Perseus; in this age, Hercules performed his marvellous deeds, and 
Theseus rivalled him in heroism, besides being the first political reformer ; 
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Minos established his commonwealth in Crete; the deadly war between. 
Thebes and Argos, more than once afterwards the subject of tragedy, was 
waged; the Argonautic expedition, and its story of love, desertion, and 
murder, took place, -— adventures as renowned as the tale of Troy itself; 
and then the events which the genius of epic song has emblazoned with 
unequalled glories, the beginning, the progress, and the end of the war 
which laid the capital of Priam in ashes, and filled the states of victorious 
Greece with revolution, disaster, and woe. -The fates of the great families, 
whose names and sufferings fill this part of the Heroic age, are familiar to us 
in the masterpieces of Attic tragedy. ; 

Te go back a few steps in the Heroic histury. The celebrated hero Pere 
seus was the ancestor, removed by three degrees, of Hercules, whose 
mother, Alcmena, was a granddaughter of Perseus. Before the birth 
of Hercules, his parents were forced by Sthenelus, another son of Perseus, 
to quit Mycenm, and take refuge in Thebes. In this way, the legitimate 
heir to the throne of Mycensz became, by birth, a Theban. Sthenelus re- 
served Mycenm and Tiryns, and bestowed Midea on Atreus and Thyestes, 
the sons of Pelops. Eurystheus, the predestined enemy of Hercules, suc+ 
ceeded his father Sthenelus, and, after the death of Hercules, pursued his 
children, who fled for refuge into Attica. The implacable chieftain demanded 
their surrender of Theseus, the Athenian monarch, and an invasion of the 
Attic territory was the consequence of his refusal. The army of Eurystheus 
was defeated, and he himself fell by the hand of Hyllus, the eldest son of 
Hercules. Atreus, the uncle of Eurystheus, succeeded him on the throne, 
His sons were Agamemnon and Menelaus, the famous leaders of the Grecian 
armament in the war of Troy. Agamemnon succeeded Atreus; and his 
brother Menelaus, having married Helen, the daughter of Tyndareus, king of 
Laconia, became, by the resignation of his father-in-law, master of that 
country. Thus the house of Pelops rose to great splendor and power, 
Their dominions were richer and more extensive than had as yet fallen to 
the lot of any princely family in the Heroic times ; but their subsequent 
calamities afforded the poets a favorite theme for pathetic delineations of 
human sorrows and solemn reflections upon the shifting destinies of man, 
A3 one of them sings : — 


“For, when a house is whelmed by heavenly wrath, 
Woe never fails, but steals from age to age ; 
As when the billow, urged by Thracian blasts 
And rolled across the sea-swept Erebus, 
Upheaves the dark and tempest-driven sand 
From the abysses underneath the sea, 
And the lashed shores reécho with the sound.” 
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Of the institutions belonging to the earlier portions of the Heroic age we 
know but little, except so far as they are shadowed out in the descriptions 
of Homer. A warlike race of nobles appear to have overspread the country, 
without any very violent revolutions ; and the institution of slavery existed 
in very remote antiquity. In the petty wars between rival states, and in 
the piratical expeditions, which had an almost exact parallel in the adven- 
tures of the Northern sea-kings, captives weré constant'y taken, and gen- 
erally reduced to domestic servitude. The princely kouses traced their origin 
to the gods, and rested on this high genealogy a part of their claims to su- 
periority over the common freemen ; yet mere illustrious birth was not 
sufficient to secure a permanent influence and control. The chief was called 
upon to lead the armies in war, and to stand among the foremost in battle. 
His personal presence must be imposing, by a robust frame and lofty stature ; 
he must awe his troops by his fiery eye, and stir them up by his sonorous 
voice, as by the sound of a trumpet ; he must surpass them by his skill in 
martial exercises, his patience under fatigue, and his love of hazardous en- 
terprises. 

The only form of government known in the Heroic age was the 
kingly. Aristotle declares it to have had its origin in the free choice of the 
people, who conferred the royal office in honor of distinguished public 
services. If this assertion is correct, the Heroic times have been but re- 
peated in the history of the Germanic tribes, and in the origin of most of 
the monarchies of modern Europe. But if the monarchical form sprang up 
in this manner, it soon became hereditary, through the influence and the 
increasing power of some distinguished families. _The later forms of the 
Heroic government exhibit the people divided into smaller bodies, which may 
be called tribes and clans, growing, it is likely, out of the simplest combina- 
tions of social life, and each having originally a patriarchal head. This 
feature, also, has been repeated in modern history. The sacrifices performed 
by the chiefs and kings continued, from the remotest times, to be their bond 
of union. The officiating at these sacrifices, the command in war, and the 
administration of justice were the three principal functions of the Heroic 
kings; but their powers, in these three respecta, are not defined with much 
accuracy. We may naturally suppose that the authority of a military 
leader, in warlike expeditions, would be more ample and imperat‘ve than that 
of a priest officiating at solemn national sacrifices, and merely representing 
the people over whom he presided. It would appear from the representa- 
tion on the shield of Achilles, that justice was administered by an assembly 
of elders. Taking this description as a true picture of Heroic manners, we 
must suppose that the judicial function was not uniformly exercised by the 
king, — at least, personally. Other passages exhibit the king as presiding 
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ever the assembled chiefs and elders, and pronouncing sentence in the name 
and with the assent of the whole body. In general, the kings appear to have 
transacted no official business without the sanction of the chiefs, and some- 
times of the chiefs and the people together. Even in the camp, Agamemnon 
calls together the whole army, on great occasions ; and popular assemblies in 
times of peace transacted affairs of every description. With such indefinite 
powers, it is plain that the royal authority must have varied perpetually 
with the personal qualities of the individuals who held it. It furnished am- 
ple means for personal aggrandizement in the hands of an ambitious and 
able leader. Telemachus, in the Odyssey, says, with much simplicity, “ It 
is no bad thing to be a king ; his house grows rich at once, and himself 
more honored.” A portion of land was set apart for the royal service; am- 
ple presents were bestowed upon the king, and, in fact, constituted an im- 
portant part of his revenue. Even the administration of justice was paid 
for by gifts from the parties concerned. 

As to the principles on which the government was maintained and in- 
dividual rights protected, we must not look for that regularity and order 
and certainty, in the Heroic age, that we expect to find in civilized com- 
munities, under whatever political forms, at present. Human and divine 
rights were not established by any thing like legislative assemblies, but 
grew up from long-continued usage, judicial decisions, and the principles 
of natural equity. But, in the absence of any established power to 
enforce them, the fear of divine anger and the force of public opinion 
must obviously have been the chief restraints upon the insolence of the 
rich and great. No public notice was taken of-.private feuds, unless the 
parties agreed to submit to the award of the tribunals. In quarrels which 
tended to disturb the public peace, the community interfered so far as 
to compel the injured party to accept a customary compensation from the 
aggressor. Evén the blood of a murdered kinsman might be atoned for 
at a stipulated price.. Herodotus describes a practice among the Lydians 
and Phrygians, according to which the manslayer withdrew into a foreign 
land, and remained there until he had been purified by expiatory rites. The 
fugitive was shielded from injury by the sanctity with which his person was 
supposed to be surrounded. The story of Orestes, who was pursued by the 
Furies after the assassination of Clytemnestra, is a good illustration of the 
religious instinct with which the ancient Greek shrank from the pollution of 
blood, especially the blood of kindred, and the solemm expiations by which 
such a crime was to be atoned. If the rights of individuals were thus 
alenderly protected, the mutual rights of independent states were even less 
definitely settied. Individuals of two tribes or nations, not in close alliance 
or amity with each other, made no scruple to exercise hostilities and retali- 
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ations. Piracy, according to Thucydides, was universally an honorable 
occupation. Yet sometimes neighbouring states united for religious or 
political purposes, and an imperfect feeling of national unity early pervaded 
the Hellenic tribes; and the contrast between Greek and Barbarian, which 
afterwards grew so marked and broad, in the pride of national enthusiasm, 
began to show itself, but only in the Hellenic consciousness of possessing 
a more harmonious language. 
In tracing the manners of the Hervic age, no trait is more striking and 
more honorable to the Grecian character than the institution of marriage, 
in the form of monogamy. The relations of the sexes were not marked by 
that refinement which Christianity has imparted to modern mannera, yet 
the pictures presented to us in the Iliad and Odyssey are by no means un- 
pleasing, even compared with the manners of our own times. The beauti- 
ful scenes between Hector and Andromache ; the passionate lore of Achilles 
for Briseis ; the nuptial rejoicing described in the Iliad; the dance of youths 
and virgins; the lovely but guilty Helen, whom the consciousness of her 
error never leaves; the exquisitely drawn character of the Phzacian prin- 
cess Nausicaa, whose maiden modesty, filial tenderness, and simple woman- 
ly delicacy make her one of the noblest creations in the whole circle of 
ancient poefry ; the conjugal devotion and unwavering fidelity of Penelope ; 
the queenly Arete, wife to King Alcinoiis, who shared his power, and whom 
the people gazed upon as a goddess whenever she walked abroad ; are po- 
etical creations, it is trae, but must have been borrowed from actual life. 
They are unquestionably bright and glowing transcripts of individual qualities 
* with which the poet was himself familiar, and by which his noblest strains 
were inspired. But, on the other hand, the simplicity of Heroic life sanc- 
tioned many customs which aftertimes rejected, and imposed upon women 
many tasks that were afterwards performed by slaves. The princess carried 
the urn, and drew water from the river with her own hands. The first 
meeting of Odysseus with Nausicaa was on a washing-day, when the princess 
and her Phzacian maids had gone to the river to perform the very necessary. 
but: not very romantic task of cleansing her father’s and brothers’ soiled 
clothes. Other services, still more at variance with modern notions of re- 
finement, appear to have been performed by maidens of the highest rank. 
Nestor’s daughter assists Telemachus in bathing, anointing, and dressing ; and. 
Odysseus accepts the same kind of attendance in the house of Alcinoiis. In 
marriage contracts, the father’s authority seems to have been absolute, and 
the agreement was ratified by the mutual exchange of presenta, according 
to the wealth of the parties. If the contract was broken by the wife's infi- 
delity, the presents received by her friends were restored: but if she wag 
34 * 


402 : NOTES. 


foreed to return to her father, without her own fault, she was allowed to 
‘carry back her portion with her. 

It has been remarked, that “one ‘of the noblest and most amiable sides 
of the Greek character is the readiness with which it lent itself to contract 
intimate and durable friendships; and this is a feature no less prominent ia 
the earliest than in later times.” The friendships of Hercules and Iolaus, 
of Theseus and Peirithoiis, of Orestes and Pylades, of Achilles and Pa- 
troclus, are renowned in European poetry. Some of the most passionate 
ecenes in the Iliad delineate the sorrow-of Achilles for the death of his 
friend and companion in arms. 

Another feature of the Heroic age, and, indeed, characteristic of that 
state of society, was the tie of hospitality. Many pleasing illustrations 
of this occur in the Odyssey. The stranger appears at the threshold 
of a princely house. He is received with open arms; no question is 
asked, until he has partaken of the hospitable cheer immediately set be- 
fure him by the master. Thus Athene, in the form of Mentor, is received 
by Telemachus. Thus Telemachus is welcomed at Pylos, by Nestor, who 
coolly asks him, after the banquet is over, “ Whether he is voyaging 
upon some business, or only roaming over sea, like 2 pirate, bearing 
mischief to others.” Thus Odysseus is treated in the delightful scenes 
at the court of King Alcinoiis. The laws of hospitality are enforced still 
more strongly, in the Odyssey, by the belief that the gods themselves some- 
times visit the cities of men in the likeness of strangers ; a thought ex- 
* pressed in the language of Scripture, “for some have entertained angels 
unawares.” The connection of hospitality often bound together individuals 
and families of different and distant nations, and was transmitted from 
father to son, retaining its sacred meaning from generation to generation. 
In one of the battles of the Iliad, an Argive and a Lycian hero are restrained 
from rushing into single combat by the accidental discovery that this he- 
reditary bond exists between them. They pledge mutual friendship, and 
ratify it by an exchange of arms. In short, the tie of hospitality was the 
freemasonry of the Heroic age. 

Closely connected with this topic is that of the convivial usages of the 
Greek Heroic age. These are all described with admirable simplicity, both 
in the Iliad and Odyssey, and they agree in many points with patriarchal 
customs anciently existing, and others still preserved, in the East. “The 
Hero and the Patriarch,” says Coleridge, “ are substantially coeval; but the 
first wanders in twilight, the last stands in the eye of Heaven. When three 
men appeared to Abraham in the plains of Mamre, he ran from the tent- 
door to meet them, brought them in, directed Sarah to make bread, fetched’ 
from the herd himself a calf, tender and good, dressed it, and set it before 
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them ; when Ajax, Odysseus, and Phenix stand before Achilles, he rashes 
forth to greet them, brings them into the tent, directs Patroclus to mix the 
wine, cuts up the meat, dresses it, and sets it before the ambassadors. The 
son of Peleus sits down to eat, and the sons of Jacob sat also before Joseph ; 
the practice of reclining at meals, which afterwards became universal, waa 
unknown to either.” An expression in the Iliad, describing sacrifices, and 
feasts that followed them, — | 


airie tru xare unel ixdn xal owrdyxy leacarre, — 


“but when the thighs were burned, and they had tasted the entrails,” — 


has puzzled critics not a little. These fastidious gentlemen, forgetting 
that heroes and patriarchs had stronger stomachs than themselves, hav 
endeavoured to make ewidyxve mean every thing else except entrails 
-—they have interpreted it heart, liver, lighta, and kidneys, and many 
other things. <A few years ago, Mr. Stephens, the American traveller, in the | 
course of. his wanderings, fell in with a patriarchal old Arab, who received 
him with great hospitality, killed a lamb and cooked it, and they all sat 
down together and errdyxy’ lwdcavre, — feasted on the entrails, -— with the 
keenest relish, just like the heroes at Troy. 

The guesta, it seems, were ranged along the walls of the banqueting- 
room, each with a table to himself. In the palace of Alcinoiis, who lived 
in more luxury than any other Heroic personage, the feast consisted of: 
sheep, hogs, and oxen. Instead of drinking wine with his guests, the host. 
sent a portion of his dish to their tables. Thus, in the seventh book of the* 
Hliiad, Agamemnon compliments Ajax with the whole backbone of an 
ox. Wine was used principally to make libations to the gods; but the 
proper “ornaments” of a feast were the song and the dance. The 
minstrel was an indispensable personage at every entertainment, just like the 
bards at the baronial castles of the Middle Ages. Thus, Demodocus, at the 
feast with which Alcinoiis entertains Odysseus, sings alay of the war of Troy 
that moves the heart of the unknown hero to tears. The dance is then ex- 
hibited by youths trained in the art, under the eye of judges appointed .to 
control these amusements, and accompanied by the bard in a sportive 
lay. Other gymnastic exercises conclude the entertainment, amidst the ap- 
plauses of the spectators. All this is very much like the present Turkish 
and Egyptian customs, except that the dancers now emploved by them are 
women, and the exhibition has become indecent, if the description of trav- 
ellers is to be relied on. 

The customs of war, as represented in the Iliad, are characterized by 
all the ferocity of a barbarous age. Quarter was never given in. 
battle, except. for the sake of ransom. The arnior of the slain was al- 
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ways stripped off by the slayer; the naked corpse was the object of hard 
and bloody fighting ; if the enemy gained posgsession of it, he deprived it 
of burial rites, — the heaviest calamity which could befall a Grecian soldier, 
—- mutilated it, and exposed it to vultures and the wild beasts. The contests 
of the Greeks and Trojans over the body of Patroclus fill up no small por- 
tion of the Iliad ; and the indignities inflicted by Achilles upon the corpse 
of Hector present one of the most revolting pictures of the atrocious usages 
of ancient warfare. 

Religion is an important element in the character of every people. It 
has powerful bearings upon intellectual culture, the fine arts, and poetry. A 
picture of the Heroic age, without an outline of the religion of that age, would 
be very defective ; and yet the subject is encompassed with so many diffi- 
culties, and the few facts known are so entangled in the theories of the learned, 
that a satisfactory view, in brief or at length, cannot be presented ; — that 
view will probably come the nearest to being satisfactory, which is shortest. 
It is easy to invent a plausible explanation, ia the absence of authenticated 
facts ; and it is equally easy to refute that explanation by another just as 
good. It would be superfluous to recount all the theories of scholars and phi- 
losophers on this subject. A few leading ideas are all that I shall endeavour 
to suggest. In the first place, it appears that the mythologies of which 
we have any knowledge point to one great idea, which preceded them all,. 
and constituted, in fact, their common point of departure, — and that is, 
the idea of the unity of God. It seems probable that monotheism is the 
fundamental religion of all mankind; the religion with which man began, 
and the religion with which he will end. In the Eastern religions, it was, 
without doubt, the great primeval idea. Whether it came from an original 
and direct revelation, or was an innate idea, or the earliest result of reflec- 
tion, must be decided by each one according to his own theory of metaphys- 
ics and religion. From whatever source it was derived, it appears to be 
the only rational origin of all other religious opinions. But in Egypt and 
the Oriental nations, the great idea was lost sight of in the multitude of 
secondary ideas that were embodied in the popular mythologies. The de- 
generacy continued, until it seems to have reached its lowest point in the 
worship of brutes and in the practice of obscene religious rites. From the 
midst of this debasement, even as new furms of life and beauty spring from 
the midst of corruption, the old religion again arose, and was embodied. in: 
the theology of Moses and the Jews. But that portion of the-original race, 
which overspread the North and the South of Europe, left the first abodes of 
man before this utter debasement took place. They carried with them from 
the highlands of Upper Asia the simple religious notions, and: the primeval. 
ceremonies by which religious feelings were uttered. The mythologies of. 
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Northern Europe, of the ancient Germans, and of Greece bear a close family 
resemblance, and betray marks of a common parentage. They have gods 
with common attributes ;-—— there is an Apollo of the North, the god of 
song, and a Mars like the Grecian Ares, only more bloody. These mytholo- 
gies were susceptible of numerous modifications, according to the different: 
habits the diverging branehes of the original wandering race were led to 
form, the climates to which they were subjected, and the scenery in which 
they lived. There are indications of monotheism running through the Ho-~ 
meric poetry. A not indistinct consciousness of this great truth appears to 
betray itself in incidental expressions, and to be shadowed out in many my- 
thological allusions. The divine power is often spoken of in the abstract, or 
rather in the singular number, as God. It is true, that, in the super- 
natural niachinery of the Hiad, Zeus often appears as the father of gods 
and men, to whose nod all beings and all things are subjected ; — this is an 
engrafting of the old idea upon the subsequent impersonations of nature. 
Again, Zeus appears as the successor of a more ancient dynasty of gods, 
whom he has dethroned, and in whose stead he reigns ; ~~ and this is a dark 
revelation of preéxistent and less individualized religious conceptions. Again, 
Zeus appears to be himself subjected to a mysterious power, —a Fate, — 
searcely named, and not described, except by a dread and mysterious attri- 
bute of irresistible strength, controlling the gods themselves. This shows 
the conflict between the old system and new creations of popular faith. In 
short, the cycle of religious ideas is continually revolving. We read the 
past in the history of the present. Simplicity precedes complexity, in one age 
as in another. Men begin with a belief in one God; —a few ages pass, and 
they worship many gods. The polytheism of Egypt comes to a stand, and 
a new order springs up in the monotheism of Moses. The monotheism of 
Moses degenerates into a system of ceremonial rites and priestly observances, 
and then the original religion reappears, in a higher form, with stronger 
sanctions, in the teachings of Christ. But, despite these solemn sanctions, 
and this sublime purity which hallowed the first development of Christiani- 
ty, the old process is renewed, and the Blessed Virgin and the whole calen- 
dar of saints tell again the story of heroes and demigods, and form a su- 
pernatural assemblage on a Christian Olympus. 

Te return to the Greeks. They sympathized deeply with every thing 
that was addressed to their senses. The imagination of the early Greek 
attribated life to all the objects by which he was affected, precisely as a child 
of lively sensibility ereates from the tree, the stream, the wind, the storm, 
beings of conscious action. Every appearance of nature suggested to him the 
idea of supernatural power, and by degrees this power assumed, to his mind, 
the forra of distinct personality, and was clethed with the attributes of his: 
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own hature, but enlarged and idealized. Human passions and affections, 
also, prompting to kind or violent actions, would soon be regarded as inde- 
pendent powers, would be invested with names and personality, and share 
with the phenomena of external nature in popular veneration and religious 
‘worship. In a mountainous country, Pan, the shepherd-god, would naturally 
be worshipped ; along the coasts, and on islands agitated by the eternal lash- 
ing of the ocean waves, temples and altars would be raised to Poseidon, the 
earth-shaker. Among a people advancing in the arts, the mysterious genius 
of improvement and discovery, embellishing civil life with its beautiful crea- 
tions, and purifying it from the rudeness and licentiousness of the savage 
state, would be embodied in the lovely and majestic form of the virgin god- 
deas Athene. The terrors of battle, the enjoyments of peace, the affections 
of domestic life, are by degrees all personified, until a mythology-is formed, 
addressed to the imagination, and cherished in the popular heart. Then 
poets arise, and seize the already existing creations of superstitious faith, 
and make them agents in fictitious scenes. They animate them with new 
life, give them a new hold upon the popular heart, and connect them indis- 
_solubly with human affections, by assigning them an influence over the 
course of human affairs proportioned to their dignity. In this way, proba- 
bly, the gods of Olympus gradually acquired their attributes and forms ; so 
sprang up the Nymphs of the fountain, the stream, and the sea; so the 
Graces, the Dryads, the Furies, and all that beautiful assemblage of imper- 
sonations with which ancient poetry and art are alive. Homer and the 
poets who preceded him took up the popular mythology as they found it 
ready to their hands. They did not create it; they consecrated it to new. 
uses, and gave it new charms in their songs. But, without doubt, the influ- 
ence of poetry strengthened the hold of these imaginary personages over the 
popular mind, and gave a clearer outline to their several qualities and attri- 
butes. A regular national worship would thus grow up. A sort of estab- 
lished church, with ceremonies, sacred rites, solemn chants, sacrifices, and 
prayers, extended itself over the states of Greece. 

The indications-in Homer of an earlier and simpler belief have already been 
mentioned. The characters of his divinities confirm the preceding explanation 
of their origin. They are actuated by human passions and affections; they 
quarrel with each other, like angry men and women ; they are bribed with 
gifts ; they have their partialities and antipathics, their loves, jealousies, and 
hates ; — all of which point to their origin in the natureof man. But the es-- 
tablished church of Greece, though it had its foundation deep in popular feeling 
and faith, was soon impugned by the doubts and arguments of dissenters ; and 
here again modern history supplies us an exact parallel with antiquity. The 
philosophers and thinking men could not fail to perceive the absurdities of- 
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the national religion, considered as a system of morals and of religious faith; 
but to call it in question would be to incur popular odium and the anathe- 
mas of the church. To avert this danger, they formed their esoteric schools, 
and professed openly the people’s faith. The Sophists charged Socrates with 
introducing new gods, —in other words, with renouncing the old theology, — 
and the charge cost that great man his life. 

The clear delineations of Homer enable us to form probably an accurate 
picture of the state of knowledge and of the arts in the Heroic age. The 
most general summary is all that can here be given. Greece, the Agean 
Sea, the regions of Asia Minor, Egypt, seem to have embraced nearly the 
whole range of their geography. All beyond is dark and obscure. Their 
notions of distance may well excite a smile. The long voyage home from 
Priam’s kingdom, which caused such anxiety in the Grecian councils, is now 
performed by the French steamers, with perfect accuracy, in less than two 
days. The largest ships mentioned in the Homeric catalogue carried a 
hundred and twenty men ; but twenty rowers are repeatedly spoken of as the 
sufficient complement of a ship. Naval architecture was rude, and navi- 
gation was merely the art of following the windings of the coast by day, 
‘and hauling the ship on shore by night. Astronomy consisted in the sim- 
plest observations of the moon and stars. Commerce was known, but not 
held in high repute. The common arts of life appear to have made con- 
siderable progress. Houses, furniture, and clothing are described as costly 
both in materials and workmanship. The palaces of princes are filled with 
a profusion of magnificent objects, which indicate not only great skill, but 
at least the elements of refined taste. The wonderful shield made by Hephestos 
for Achilles was the work of a god for the greatest of heroes; but, as the 
gods themselves were created out of mortal attributes, so the works of the 
gods sustained an analogous proportion to the works of men. 

The shield of Achilles was probably copied, in its main design, from work- 
manship which the poet actually saw, with the addition of poetical orna- 
ments and supernatural splendors. At any rate, Mr. Flaxman rivalled 
Hephestos, and reproduced his famous work, with a masterly delineation of all 
the scenes which are drawn upon it in the Iliad. Though the Homeric 
pictures of Heroic life may have been highly colored, there can be little 
doubt that they are taken substantially from the life which existed in the 
poet’s own age. The arts appear to have been rapidly advancing, and ar- 
tificers were held in great honor. The carpenter, the soothsayer, the phy- 
sician, the bard, and the warrior ranked among the most distinguished 
and illustrious personages ; Odysseus was a skilful carpenter, ship-builder, 
and upholsterer; Achilles was a capital cook. The art of war was simple, 
-as in the early campaigns of modern Europe. Contests were generally 
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decided by the personal activity and bravery of the chieftains. Their 
atrength and hardihood were great, indeed, but were rivalled, if not sur- 
passed, by the knights and barons of the Middle Ages. Poetry and music 
were held in the highest estimation, and formed a part of Heroic education, 
The bard appears, on all occasions, as a persom of unquestionable con- 
sideration. He sings at the feast, he propitiates the gods with sacred 
chante, and he is sometimes intrusted with the administration of the 
most important affairs. The other arts— architecture, sculpture, &c. — ap- 
pear only in the most general descriptions. The palaces of princes and the 
temples of the gods were adorned with much splendor, and probably were not 
deficient in architectural proportions. The customs which gave rise in sub- 
sequent ages to many of the most beautiful productions of the chisel, — 
dancing, united with music and poetry, and consisting of graceful and har- 
monious movements, — already existed in high perfection. The garment 
woven by Helen contained an embroidered batéle-piece; Penelope . gave 
- gnother to Odysseus, representing a chase, woven in golden threads, The queen 
¢f Troy offers to Athene an embroidered robe, which is laid upon the 
knees of the goddess. In the palace of Alcinoiis, golden statues of youths 
stand on pedestals, holding torches to light the hali at night. All these indi- 
cate clearly enough that the imitative arts were not uaknown to the poet ; 
and that they were generally, if not universally, consecrated to religious 
uses. - 

Such is a rapid and very imperfect outline of the Heroic age, ac- 
cording to the delineations of Homer alone. The picture which his poetry 
presents is remarkable for its clearness, fulness, and strength. If it had 
been composed after a profound study of the principles of art, it could not 
have been executed with a nicer observance of just proportion and delicate 
coloring, or with a more vigorous exhibition of character. It is, indeed, the 
great historical painting transmitted to us by the genius of the remotest 
antiquity. 

The Homeric poems, by which are meant expecially the Iliad and Odyssey, 
are usually called epic, and considered the best, as they are the most ancient, 
of that species of poetry. We do not generally form to ourselves a very 
‘distinct notion of what is essential to constitute an epic poem. The. ancient 
critics took the Homeric works as they found them, and constructed their 
theories upon the real or supposed practice of the author. In this way 
the critical canons of Aristotle were formed, and from his canons modern 
systems have been derived. It is evident that principles drawn from a@ small 
number of examples are likely to be wrong, when brought to a general ap- 
plication, unless, indeed, they are supported on some universal ground of 
philosophy and human nature. It has so fared with the criticism of Aris- 
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totle, excellent in its way, and with the proper limitations; yet predi- 
cated upon the accidental condition, in which the Homeric poems were intro- 
duced into Greece. Modern poets have considered them as comprising the 
whole substance of the rules which regulate the epic song. Thoee, therefore, 
who have aspired to the honor and dignity of this species of poetry, with 
few exceptions, have imitated, not the essential spirit, but the accidental 
form, which these productions happened to take ; and it must be confessed, 
the majority of modern epics are not very easy reading. Milton thought 
supernatural machinery necessary to an epic, because Homer and Virgil used 
it; he must, therefore, task his powers of sublime description to the utmost, 
in depicting the battles of the angels. He has given us, no doubt, scenes, 
which, as mere scenes addressed to the imagination, are hardly to be parallel- 
ed for grandeur of conception and splendor of language ; but we cannot 
help feeling their utter incongruousness with modern and Christian concep- 
tions of celestial beings. We read them with a profound dislike, both fov 
their groseness of representation, and. the closeness of their resemblance to 
ancient paganism. Camoens, the Portuguese epic poet, carried this absurd 
theory still farther, and, not content with the supernatural apparatus of a 
corrupted Christianity, foreed into a most unnatural conjunction with it the 
old pagan mythology ;— Bacchus, Venus, the Virgin Mary, and the Genius 
of the Indian Ocean are the strange jumble out of which he built his epic 
wonders:. These fantastic results flow from neglecting to attend to the real 
spirit of the ancient epic, and to watch its natural growth in the wants, 
manners, customs, and opinions of its age. If we set up the Iliad as the 
model epic, it is plain that the Odyssey must be placed in another 
tlass. ‘The one describes a general war of the combined Grecian states in 
a national enterprise, ——the other narrates the adventures of a single hero, 
in his long and perilous voyage home. - But they are both epics, though 
they have little in Common, except the language, the metre, and a general 
resemblance in the- pictures of society they present to us.- 

What, then, is an epic poem? We shall, perhaps,.be able to answer 
the question indirectly, by tracing the origin and progress of epic poetry. 
The earliest poets sang of the gods, and gave utterance to religious senti- 
ments ; —- they were, in fact, religious teachers, and received from, and gave 
back: to, the people the deities clothed with their several attributes. The 
next: step in the progress of poetry was to celebrate the deeds of heroes 
in strains addressed to the natural sympathy which all men feel for the 
Goings of their brother men. When social and political life had arlvanced 
90 far as to admit the existence of powerful chiefs receiving their friends 
and dependents into the banqueting-hall, the sacred bard was a welcome 
guest, and his lays of heroic deeds were considered the gréatest orhament 
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of the brilliant festive scene. The Homeric poems themselves show con- 
clusively that such was the actual fact. What themes were handled by 
these old minstrels,_—— Phemius, Demodocus, and the long train of for- 
gotten singers, who chanted the preludes to the immortal songs of Homer? 
What but tales of war, and piracy, and plunder? what was their strain 
bat the animating recital of actions which the bold listeners were them- 
selves performing every day, — recitals to move their spirits, and stir them 
anew to martial exploits? The greatest of the minstrels is himself our 
witness. It is a story of Trojan adventure that Demodocus chants at 
the feast of Alcinoiis, in the presence of Odysseus. Indeed, it is no learned 
theory which thus explains the origin of epic poetry ; it is historical fact, 
growing out of human nature. The bards of the Middle Ages did the same 
thing precisely, without knowing it had ever been done before. The baro- 
nial castles of Germany, England, and Scotland were a new edition of 
the dwelling-places of the Phoenician king, of Menelaus and of Nestor. 
The animating songs of the wandering minstrel, accompanied by the lyre, 
to which the chivalrous revellers listened with delight, were only the echoes 
from those antique banquetings. The wild forays of semi-barbarous chief- 
taina, the battles to which they gave occasion,— Chevy Chase, and a 
thousand others, commemorated in the ballad-poetry of almost every Eu- 
ropean people, — the exploits of the Cid, of Robin Hood, of the old German 
heroes in the Heldenbuch and Nibelungenlied,— are a repetition of the 
antique Heroic cycle of actions, sentiments, and mannera,— they are the 
Heroic life lived over again, and again sung to the lyre with the same ac- 
companiments, in the presence of applauding revellers. 

Among a simple people of lively imaginations, so pleasing a thing as 
minstrelsy would plainly excite much attention, and excellence in its prac- 
tice be entitled to marked honors. The finer intellects among the people 
would be devoted to it, and an animated rivalry for popular favor would 
stimulate them to extraordinary efforts after excellence. The excitement 
of immediate rewards, and the certainty of that sympathetic applause so 
dear to the poetical heart, would carry on the spirit of song through youth, 
manhood, and old age. Inspiration would not die out with the thronging 
cares of middie life, nor the fire of creative energy be extinguished by the 
cold air of the world. The bard of such an age enjoys the twofold advan- 
tage of being devoted singly to his art, and of mingling on terms of famil- 
iar intercourse with other classes of men. He has the privileges of caste, 
but feels the generous and liberalizing influence of an unrestricted social life 
and universal sympathy. He is first a man, and then a poet; he is an 
artist, but excelling in common sense. IIe is no misanthrope, telling men 
that he is among them, but not of them; his affections and sympathies are 
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broad as human nature, and his song is but the harmonious utterance of 
them, addressed to the universal human heart. Poetry of a genial and 
healthy kind, and strictly expressive of the national character, under such 
circumstances, springs up speedily into a vigorous growth. The favorite 
occupations of men are warmly described, and the adventures which call out 
an immediate admiration are told in modulated measures. The names of 
men who have made themselves famous in warlike enterprises become the 
favorite themes of the bard. One great quality after another is assigned to 
them, one marvel of valor after another is attributed to their prowess, until, 
by degrees, a full-formed character, graced with those traits which command 
men’s sympathy or admiration, stands out, in the popular traditions and 
national poetry, a type of the national spirit, and a symbol of its progress. . 
Thus the characters of Agamemnon, of Menelaus, of Hector, Diomedes, 
and Ajax acquire their grand outlines in the successive songs of the He- 
roic bards. And thus, in modern times, the favorite hero of Spain, that 
impersonation of Spanish chivalry, grew into the bold and wonderful char- 
acter of the Cid, in the beautiful old ballad-poetry of that country. The 
same phenomenon has been exhibited by every other modern nation. As 
time advances, some one great action, by which the spirit of the united na- 
tion is roused into a free development, gives a new impulse to the spirit of 
song, and combines the scattered elements into a harmonious whole. Around 
this action, as around a central point, the heroic personages cluster, taking 
their place almost with scientific precision. The bards resume the strain, 
and, in the absence of historical memorials, picture out the traditional scene, 
according to their conception of its character, or as their imaginations repro- 
duce it. Gradually the heroic lays, accumulated by the labors of succes- 
sive bards, revolve around this great national action, and, in the dim dis- 
tance, and amid the shadowy forms of the past, where fable and fact are 
confounded, seem to form a part of its real events. One after another, the 
series of exploits,—— the preparation, the action, the conclusion, — in 
the language of Aristotle, the beginning, the middle, and the end,— are 
embodied in the chanted verse, repeated, improved, and perfected by some 
great and fortunate genius, until all the parts harmonize, as the colors in a 
painting are harmonized imperceptibly by the softening hand of time; and 
the national epic stands revealed, with its basis of historical fact, — con- 
centrating, in proper groups, all the heroic characters that the spirit of 
national enterprise has produced, all the marvellous legends that the 
credulity of early ages has believed, all the gods and goddesses of a teem- 
ing national superstition, all that is great and good in the domestic life of 
the human personages with which the scenes are filled,—— their passions, 
their faults, their virtues, as well as their actions, — and all the wisdom, elo-* 
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quence, and art, which have sprung up in the progress of the national 
intellect. 

As great. heroic names are formed, so are great poetic ones. Amidst 
the struggles of mind for excellence, some will of course surpass others; 
some will be the favorites of the hour, and their songs be sought after with 
more eagerness than those of their brother bards. The names of these 
more successful minstrels will become famous in their day, and will be trans- 
mitted to posterity with ever-increasing renown. The songs they have 
composed and chanted pass along in the memories of men, to be chanted 
anew in solemn ceremonies or festive rites of after-times; but, in the ab- 
sence of literary history and discriminating criticism, their compositions are 
gradually altered, though their general spirit, form, and stracture are pre- 
served. The bards of lesser note are likewise forgotten, though some of 
their productions maintain their hold upon the favor of the popular heart. 
By degrees the greater name is made the type of the poetical cycle to which 
he belongs; the heroic lays concentrate around him, and are called his. 
And thus a surpassing genius is formed, who bears the honor of the great 
national ‘epic, toward which the ten thousand rays of poesy have been, 
age after age, converging. He concentrates in himself the qualities, attri- 
butes, powers, and poetical ideas of many individual men, with such addi- 
tions as fiction and imagination may choose to throw around him. 4s, in 
receding from a city by night, the lights of its thousand habitations gradu- 
ally blend into a singie luminous point, — as, in gazing into the heavens, we 
behold, in the twinkle of a single star, the intermingled rays of a whole sys- 
tem of shining worlds, —so, when we turn the mental eye towards the deep 
darkness of the past, we behold the concentrated brilliancy of a thousand 
lesser luminaries in the star of Homer, which glows triumphant on the 
brow of the night of antiquity. 

The productions of such an early age as we have been describing have 
more of the spirit of life, than the creations of an age of print. They are 
the spoken word, the chanted song, modulated by the ‘;re. The bard 
devoted himself to song with his whole soul; for it was the severest intel- 
lectual effort, and a matter of immediate personal concern. He was 
eompelled not only to invent, but to remember. Dependent on the vigor, 
freshnesa, and clearness of his intellectual powers, he was ever urged to 
keep those powers brightly burnished. Then, after all the silent toil in 
the chambers of the mind, in the studied arrangement of his rhythm, he 
had, instead of the sober excitement of the press, the thrill of immediate 
sympathy, and the inspiration of tumultuous applause, amidst which his 
imagination struck out a brighter flame than solitary study kindled. Nor 
would these instantaneous flashes of beauty and sublimity be forgotten, when 
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the next trial of his powers came. Memory retained the happy touches 
which struck the right chord and drew a rapturous response from his audi- 
ence, and he repeated them before a new audience with greater perfection 
and higher success. Thus the poetic power was developed, strengthened, 
and perfected by many successive trials and a laborious process of art. 
His repetitions of the chanted song are the early bard’s revised editions of 
his poems, with this advantage, that his corrections are tested at the mo- 
ment by their effect upon the living heart. His memory, thus exercised, 
acquires a grasp and retentiveness which astonish the poets of a later age. 
He carries in it an interminable series of lays, which the habits of his daily 
life compel him to hold in readiness at a moment’s warning. 

In this way the early popular poetry of all nations is preserved. And 
many of the best collections of it are made from the living lips of those 
who have received it from tradition, and treasured it up in their memory. 
Thus Walter Scott procured many of the best pieces in his Border Minstrelsy, 
and thus Mr. Fauriel gathered the greatest part of his collection of the Kleph- 
tic Songs. The race of minstrels continues far longer in the ages of literary 
civilization than we are apt to imagine. The lay of the last minstrel has 
not yet been sung. In Greece, to this day, interesting events are chanted 
by wandering bards, who gain a precarious livelihood by the exercise of their 
ancient craft. The striking incidents of the late Greek Revolution are thus 
commemorated, and no doubt a traveller of taste might -easily write down 
from the reciter’s mouth enough to make a modern Dliad. Scio, the reputed 
birthplace of Homer, which still preserves the name of the blind old bard, 
was the scene of the most terrible and bloody massacre of the whole war ; 
and since that desolat'ng event, all its fearful incidents have been recorded 
in the pathetic chants of other blind bards, who live on the bounty extended 
to them by their compassionate hearers. The exploits and death of Marco 
Bozzaris are renowned in popular lays, like the rhapsodies of Diomede and 
Patroclus in the Liad. . 

In some respects the poet of such an age as the Heroic enjoys advantages 
over his more learned successors. He knows witb more speed and certainty 
when he has struck a happy vein. He reads it in the glistening eye, he 
feels it in the deep stillness, he hears it in the tumultuous applause. But 
when his age is gone by, letters and the arts change the aspect of life, and 
give a new tone to intellectual pursuits, a new character to intellectual 
amusem2nts. The records of history and the creations of poetry are pre- 
served by other arts than the art of memory. The cold parchment takes 
the place of the living bard, silent letters on the written page succeed the 
expressive tones of the spoken voice. Readers stand in the place of hearers, 
and the pet’s strain is silently perused in the study or. by the fireside; his 
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invocation of the Muse is but a figure of speech ; his lyre sinks into s 
metaphor ; the excitement of thronging multitudes dies away ; the sym- 
pathy of many human hearts beating in unison is known no more. The 
poet himself is but the cold image of what he was. Sitting at his solitary 
desk, he broods over his imaginary scenes, and his hand transfers them, by 
a mechanical process, to the page before him. His own judgment is his only 
guide in the composition of his verse. He is inspired by no delighted listen- 
ers, and sympathizes no more with listening men. There are no sparkling 
eyes, there is no eloquent silence, and no loud applause, to tell him that the 
chords of the human soul are trembling to his touch; but all these thrill- 
ing accompaniments are generalized into that spectral abstraction, the 
reading public. The knowledge of his success must come slowly, and may 
come too late. His bookseller’s leger is the exponent of public sympa- 
thy ; the judgments of the Quarterly Reviews, prepared in a solitude like 
his own, are the tones of applause or dissent which reach his ear. But the 
Heroic bard has no vexatious examination of bookseller’s accounts, no con- 
flicting judgments of reviewers; he reads his sentence in a nation’s eyes. 
In the unlettered Heroic age, there can be no such thing as a bad poet. 
Men will not listen to him who delights them not ; — his occupation is not 
gone, it never comes. The bird that cannot sing and will sing is made not 
to sing, or rather he who feels not the impulse within never attempts the 
task which nature never intended him to perform. Heroes and heroic 
deeds he sings not of, because he has no one to sing them to; he knows 
that he cannot seize the hardy chieftains in the festive hall by the button, 
and pour into their reluctant ears his tiresome lay. The pain of unsuc- 
cessful attempts is never felt by him, because there are no opportunities for 
such attempts even to be made. 

Such being the origin and growth of early epic poetry, it is evident that 
the poems, constructed at later periods, upon the same formal principles, are 
in essential principle quite different. The age of speculative philosophy 
succeeds that of unspeculating belief. The gods walk no more among men; 
the forest is deserted by the Dryads; the mountain stream is inhabited by 
its Nymphs no longer; the ocean is disenchanted; the phenomena of nature 
are subjbcted to the scrutiny of science, and the reign of wonder is suc- 
ceeded by the reign of truth. Critics, like Aristotle, examine the poetic 
monuments of the past, and lay down rules for the future. The mytho- 
logical personages, who mingle freely and naturally in the actions of men at 
an early period, are resolved into mere poetical machinery; and epic poetry, 
instead of being a natural growth, becomes an artificial work. The super- 
natural beings are introduced because they appear in the model epie, but the 
warmth of actual belief exists no more. The poet may possibly think that 
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his mythology is sti]l reverenced in the popular faith, that it is believed 
in by the vulgar; but, being a philosopher himself, he regards it as a 
mechanical contrivance to carry on the epic action, or at best resolves it inte 
that most lifeless and tedious of all compositions, a prolonged allegory. Such 
is the origin of the /Encid, the Pharsalia, and of most modern epics. I 
am not disposed to deny to these works the honors of the epic name, but 
they must constitute a separate class from the Homeric epic. The ballad 
poetry of Germany and England, — the songs which celebrate the exploits 
of the Cid, — and especially the old German Book of Heroes, and the Ni- 
belungenlied, — come much nearer the original epic spirit, They differ from 
the Homeric poems in being less complete and harmonious developments of 
their age and country,—less perfect utterances of national spirit, — less 
finished works of art. They have not been, like the Homeric poems, the 
constant study, the admiration, and the wonder of the national youth. They 
have not formed the character, inspired the courage, of nations, been chanted 
on national festivities, and made the foundation of subsequent national 
literature, like the Iliad and Odyssey ; partly because they had not, in the 
peculiar circumstances of the times in which they were produced, a united 
national spirit for their motive power, and partly because they were addressed 
to men of less exquisite physical and intellectual organization than the 
Greeks. , 

If this view of the character and history of ancient Greek Heroic poetry 
be correct, there can be no question of the genuineness of the Iliad and 
Odyssey, — that is, no one can doubt that they are, in fact, the authentic 
exposition of the spirit of the Greek Hervic age, in a series of lays, gathered 
around the first great national enterprise of the Hellenic race, and mar- 
shalled under a great name, that stands as the type or representative of the 
rhapsodists and poets who gradually collected: the materials out of which 
the master wrought that magnificent creation. But it was almost the uni- 
versal belief of antiquity, that Homer was the exclusive author of all the 
poetry that passes under his name. The science of historical criticism 
was unknown to the ancient writers. They received traditional fame, 
they adopted traditional names, with unhesitating credulity. They seemed 
to forget, or to be ignorant of, the tendency, inevitable in all human 
affairs, to blend fiction with truth, and imagination with fact. In an 
age, like the present, of voluminous historical records, how difficult it is te 
escape error, even in regard to events that are passing in our immediate 
neighbourhood, perhaps under our very eyes! But when we go back to 
such an age as the period between the Heroic times and those of Pericles, 
how is it possible that a mass of poetry, like the Iliad and Odyssey, which 
we know from history was in existence at the same time with an im- 
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mense number of lays now lost, and was chanted in separate portions, on 
different occasions, by numberless rhapeodists,—— poetry composed for this 
very purpose, and by no means to be read, as it now is, by men of taste, or 
retired scholars, — how is it possible to believe, that these poems, even if a 
quantity as great as theirs had been produced by a single bard, were en- 
tirely separated from the works of kindred and contemporary poets, 
guarded from all admixtures, protected from all alteration, and handed down 
precisely in their original form, to be studied by the men of a more culti- 
vated age ? 

In ancient times, not only many traditions were handed about concern- 
ing Homer, but many biographies, more or less marvellous, were actually 
composed. Of all these works, two now remain to us,—the Life of 
Homer, attributed to Herodotus, and another, bearing the name of Plutarch. 
Critics have concurred in pronouncing both of these biographies forgeries, — 
but whether forgeries or not, they have no historical value beyond the 
interest that naturally attaches to them, as records of ancient traditions 
concerning the mighty master of song. These traditions agree in the 
fact that the poet was a native of Asiatic Greece, and that his mother's 
pame was Critheis. It was affirmed by some, that his father’s name was 
Mazon, and that he was born near Smyrna, on the banks of the river Meles, 
—— hence two of hia epithets, Mseonides, and Melesigenes. The origin of 
the name Homerus has been variously explained. Some say that it came 
from his blindness, the Ionians calling blind men Homeroi, because they 
were compelled to fullow, ésengsdssv, guides. Another story is, that the Lydi- 
aus, having resolved to abandon Smyrna on account of an investment by 
the £olians, ordered all who wished to follow them to leave the city, and 
that Melesigenes declared he would accompany them, ésnesiv, from which he 
acquired the name of Homer. Another explanation is é 2% éga¥,-—— he that 
sees not ; —— another, that the poet was delivered up by the people of Smyr- 
na, as a pledge, or hostage, ssneos. Other explanations equally trivial and 
groundless have been given. The biographies go on to state, that Homer 
became a poet and schoolmaster at Smyrna; that he travelled, by the ad- 
vice of Mentes, a foreign merchant, visiting all the countries then known ; 
that in Ithaca he contracted a disease in the eyes, which cost him his 
sight. At Phocma, it is said, another schoolmaster, of the name of 
Thestorides, procured a copy of his verses, which he carried to Chios and 
recited as his own. Homer followed him, and resided a long time, wealthy 
and honored, at Bolissus, a town in Chios. According to one story, he died 
at Io, on his way to Atliens, in consequence of falling over a stone. Ace 
cording to Plutarch, he was cautioned by a response from an oracle to beware 
of the young men’s riddle; and being once on his way to Thebes to at- 
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tend a poetical contest at the feast of Saturn, he landed on the island of 
Io, near the shore of which he saw some young fishermen in a boat. He 
asked them if they had any thing. In the language of Coleridge, “ the 
young wags, who, having had no sport, had been diligently catching and 
killing as many as they could catch, of certain personal companions of a 
race not even yet extinct, answered,— ‘As many as we caught we left; 
as many as we could not catch we carry with us.’ 


dee’ Trousy, ruwbusebe + be’ ebm TAspesv, Peespuseba.” 


Homer, being unable to guess this riddle, died of a broken heart, and 
thus fulfilled the oracle. Such is the ridiculous catastrophe of this idle 
story. Putting together all the information and all the traditions antiquity 
has transmitted to us, we have only two or three facts,—that Homer 
was an Asiatic Greek, that he was a great traveller, that he chanted 
songs like the other bards, that he surpassed them all in genius, that the 
distinguished excellence of his songs caused so large a body of them to be 
preserved, and that he may at the close of his life have been blind. 

A word or two on the question whether Homer was or was not actually 
the author of the poems which now pass under his name. Some have 
altogether denied the existence of the poet Homer. Others admit his ex~ 
istence, but deny him the authorship of the Hiad and Odyssey. Another 
question has an intimate connection with this, whether, admitting that 
there existed such a poet as Homer, the art of writing was known in his age, 
and was employed by him. Some affirm that the Sidonians had frequent in- 
tercourse with the Greeks on the one hand, and with the Jews on the other ; 
and that, as the art of alphabetic writing had long been known to the latter 
nation, there is no intrinsic improbability in the supposition that the Phoni- 
cians and Sidonians may have communicated it to the Greeks; and if so, the 
Homeric poems were probably committed to writing immediately on being 
composed. Others assert, that, although the art may have been known to 
Homer yet it was so little practised by his contemporaries, on account of the 
scarcity and costliness of the materials, that he could not have written out 
at length the songs he composed for the purpose of chanting at public and 
private festivals, but that he would be much more likely to adopt the cus- 
tom of preceding bards, and trust to his memory alone. Others still believe 
that the greatest of poets could neither read nor write, and that he gradu- 
ally composed in his mind, and stamped upon his memory, the greater part, 
if not the whole, of the poems now attributed to him; that other bards 
learned them from his own lips, and handed them down to their suc- 
cessors; and that they were thus preserved until a later age, when liter- 
ary cultivation had been introduced into Athens, and when the Homeric 
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poems were collected, reduced to writing, and so transmitted to modern 
times. 

The first doubt of the personal existence of the individual author of the 
Iliad and Odyssey was expressed by Hedelin and Perrault, two French- 
men, who maintained, that the Iliad is a compilation of minstrelsies, put 
together by successive editors, the work of many poets of the Heroic age, 
who sang of the wars of Troy and the exploits of the heroes engaged in 
them. This theory was afterwards adopted, and developed with great in- 
genuity and learning, by Heyne. Wood believes in the individual existence 
of Homer, but thinks it impossible that he should have known any thing 
of alphabetic writing; and rests his opinion chiefly on the fact, that, in the 
vivid and comprehensive picture of civil society which the Homeric poems 
present us, there is nothing which conveys any idea of letters or of reading; 
that there is no allusion to the terms of those arts, either in the [liad or 
Odyssey; the nearest approach to them being a symbolical or picture 
letter carried by Bellerophon to the king of Lycia. There are, moreover, 
strong testimonies that the art of writing came late into Greece. All trea- 
ties, contracts, and stipulations, in Homer, are verbal, enforced by signs, 
eolemn allusions, and appeals to Heaven. Memorials of the dead were 
mounds of earth, sometimes with a rude column to denote the distinguished 
rank of those buried beneath them. Thus Hector desires to be commemo- 
rated, should he fall in single fight with Ajax, trusting the particulars of 
his fame to tradition alone. Homer has no allusion whatever to written 
laws, or written documents of any kind; but laws, histories, genealogies, 
and every species of record, were, like the fictions of the poets, intrust- 
ed to verse, accompanied by music, and chanted on high festivals to the 
people. It must be confessed, I think, that these considerations have great 
weight, and the argument might be strengthened by carrying it out at 
greater length. Wolf’s Prolegomena to Homer contains the most systematic 
and masterly discussion on the subject, though new light has been thrown on 
the question since his day, and his opinions have ceased to be the prevailing 
belief of the learned world. He maintains, that neither the whole Iliad, 
nor the whole Odyssey, is the work of one author. The outline of his 
argument is this, — that, for reasons already mentioned, the art of writing, 
if invented in Homer’s time, was not applied to the writing of books, — 
if Homer did not know how to write, he never could have formed the idea 
of composing books of such extent,—that such a whole was not in keep- 
ing with the civilization of his age. In addition to this, there is in the 
lliad a great inequality between the first and the last book, — from the nine- 
teenth to the twenty-second, the tone of thinking and expression differs’ 
from the first part of the work,—— and from the eighth book, marks of the 
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procees of connecting the rhapsodies together are plainly perceptible. Final- 
ly, in the time of Homer, the language was not carried to such a point of 
grammatical and metrical perfection, as it appears to have attained in the 
Hiiad and Odyssey. The result of all these inquiries is, that neither of these 
epics belongs to one author, or to the same age. Several parts of the Iliad 
are wholes, by themselves ; the seventh, eighth, and ninth books are entirely 
occupied with the victorious exploits of Hector. Some parts, such as the 
catalogue of ships, the funeral games, the story of Dolon, were afterwards 
inserted. Such is, in substance, the view of Wolf. 

Most scholars are now agreed that there was a Homer,—the great- 
est of the epic bards; that he sang, in separate chants or rhapsodies, the 
exploits and the heroes in the war of Troy ; but thet other bards sang 
more or less upon the same themes, and their productions were not always 
distinguished, in the tradition, from his; and that, in fact, the Iliad, at 
least in its present form, is chiefly the work of this great Homer, but 
was put together from the mass of his productions, in the form in which 
we now have them, by collectors several centuries after his age. This is 
certainly a rational belief. The poems must have been composed by some- 
body who had some name,—and Homer is the name which has come 
down to us from very remote antiquity. Some portions of the Jliad and 
Odyssey may not be his, because it is not likely to have been possible to 
preserve an individual’s songs free from admixture through a series of 
uncritical ages, especially when we consider the popular use for which they 
were composed. ° 

A brief notice of the manner in which these poems have been preserved to 
us will be appropriate to this place. Their birthplace was Asia Minor, or the 
Greek Islands, and according to tradition they were introduced into Greece in 
the following manner. Lycurgus, the Spartan lawgiver, being on his travels in 
Asia, found the Homeric poems enjoying a high popular favor, and, by some 
means or other, carried back with him into Greece these works, which had 
greatly delighted him. Whether they were by him reduced to writing or 
not is disputed. Another story is, that Solon, the Athenian, made the firat 
éollection of the Homeric verses, and ordered the rhapsodists to recite them 
in a certain order of narrative. Pisistratus, afterwards, aided by a larze 
number of the poets of his age, made a regular collection of the Homeric 
poems, reduced them to writing, and arranged them nearly in the order in 
which we now possess them, and directed that they should annually be sung 
by the rhapsodists at the feast of the Panathenza. They afterwards under- 
went repeated revisions, alterations, and additions, and were finally elaborat- 
ed into their present form by the scholars of Alexandria, who divided them 
into twenty-four books, according to the letters of the alphabet. These 
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scholars wére called Diaskeuastai or editors; and it is to them we owe the 
Diad and Odyssey in their present form. Several editions are particularly 
mentioned by the ancient authors, after the collection by Pisistratus and 
the Pisistratide ; there was one by Antimachus, a poet of Colophon ; anoth- 
er by Aristotle, which Alexander the Great corrected, and kept in a precious 
casket taken among the spoils of the camp of Darius. There were also 
editions existing in different cities, and not attributed to particular editors, 
—of which the Massiliotic, Chian, Argive, Sinopic, Cyprian, and Cretan 
are mentioned. Among the multitude of critics, Zenodotus, Aristoph- 
anes, the inventor of accents, dnd Aristarchus, are particularly celebrated. 
Aristarchus lived in the reign of Ptolemy Philometor, in the second century 
before Christ. After a severe revision of the existing text, he published a 
new edition of the Iliad, which is supposed to be the basis of the now gen- 
erally received readings of Homer. These few facts will serve to show in 
a clearer light what deviations from the original must have been made, in 
the long period of time from the Homeric age to that of Pisistratus, — 
from Pisistratus to the Alexandrian critics, ——from these last, through the 
Middle Ages, in consequence of the changes to which the manuscripts were 
exposed, by the ignorance of copyists, and the presumption of the grammari- 
ans in making corrections of the text and rejecting such passages as they 
thought interpolations. We have, then, no reason to attribute to these 
poems a strict unity, subjecting all the parts to a predetermined plan. 
‘Whatever apparent unity exists in them depends upon the ulity of epic 
spirit which pervades the whole mass of the poems, and-tipon the form 
which succéssive editors have given them. . | 

The language of the Homeric poems shows two things, — that it had 
been long cultivated by the bards, before the date of these poems, and that 
it has undergone a great deal of critical revision since ‘they were reduced to 
writing: . There was- never a happier invention for poetical and musical 
effect than the Homeric hexameter. ‘The felicitous combination of sounds, 
and syllables, and pauses, —the pleasing variety of ‘spondees and dactyles, 
— make it, even under the disguise of our barbarous pronunciation, the 
most full, flowing, and majestical form in which poetry has ever been em: 
bodied. But I do not suppose the laws, so rigidly insisted on, of long and 
short syllables, were understood or thought of by the Heroic bards. After 
the-gerieral iiodulation of the méasure was determined by a happy musical 
instinct, great liberties were taken in the execution of all the details. Even 
in moder languages, we ‘know how frequently # syllable commonly short 
is lengthened by being set to a-lorig musical note,—— in fact, that the length 
of: syllables in general depends not so much upon: any inherent quality, as 
fupen the musical notation in singing, or the long-drawn sound. expressive 
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of some emotion in common speech. This was probably the case, more 
or leas, in chanting the Homeric poetry, though under greater restrictions. 
The consequence was, that, when these poems were not only chanted, but 
read, — after they had been taken down from the lips of the rhapsodists, and 
particularly when the annual chanting of Homer had given way to the mure 
artificial exhibitions of the tragedies, — there was searcely a line that could 
be brought entirely under the rules of the hexameter, and the critics were 
driven to various devices to subdue the refractory spondees and dactyles. 
They made a short vowel long by doubling the following consonant. They 
filled the requisite number of syllables by inserting a vowel, or dividing a 
diphthong, where the time was originally occupied by a musical note. A 
hiatus they supplied by supposing the existence of a guttural or semi-con- 
sonant sound, which they represented by a character called the digamma. 
The orthography of the language, as we now have it, is to some extent 
the work of critica, who lived not only long after the age of Homer, but 
long after the poems of Homer had ceased to be delivered as they had 
been originally, -—— long after they had ceased to be songs, and had been 
elaborated into books. These inventions of the editors are, perhaps, the 
best substitute we can have for the original music, which perished with 
the voice of the singer; but, with all their aid, we must have lost for ever no 
small part of the charm to which these venerable compositions owed their 
marvellous power. 

This adaptation to musical purposes had a great influence upon the early 
character of the Greek language. It led to the selection of melodious forms 
and combinations to a very remarkable degree. In the Homeric poetry, 
sound corresponds to sense, and thought is expressed by metrical modulation, 
in a manner inexplicable without referring to its early musical characteristics, 
It may be safely affirmed that no language was ever unfolded under more 
favorable circumstances for the perfect expression of human thought. In 
the bland climate of Asia Minor, and on the lovely islands of the Augean, 
among a people rendered social and cheerful by the agreeable position they 
occupied, and versatile by the activity of their governments, the language 
early acquired that copiousness and flexibility which made it an instrument 
of unrivalled power, for the expression of every shade of thought, and the 
description of all objects as they appeared to the senses. The point of social 
progress indicated by the Homeric poems was one most favorable to the 
formation of a free, full, and harmonious poetical phraseology. Luxury 
had not yet corrupted the vigor of national manhood. Speculative philose- 
phy and practical grammar had not involved, and spiritualized, and shae- 
kled the energies of speech. Language was no longer rude, as in its first 
q@eays towards a vivid expression of wants and feelings ;.and -yet the.fiest 
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meanings of the words, the primitive utterance of the heart, were fresh and 
clear. Intricate social relations had not yet introduced those manifold 
secondary significations, which, in a highly artificial nation, almost obliterate 
the original impress stamped upon the language. It had grown up among 
a people whose minds were touched to the finest issues, a people of the must 
Gelicate physical and intellectual organization. Poetry had been the only 
form of speech employed in intellectual productions ; oral communication 
was then the only mode of imparting these intellectual productions to others ; 
and harmony, vivid representation, and clearness were absolutely essential 
to any one who sought to command the attention of his fellow-men. The 
resources of the language had, therefore, become inexhaustible. It had the 
most appropriate expression for the circle of ideas familiar to the age; and 
for every possible appearance and combination of appearances in nature it 
possessed the most expressive imagery. Its words seem at times almost 
the thing itself they represent ; its sentences are frequently pictures. 

The flexibility of the Homeric language and the variety of its forms 
are such, that it was formerly the custom of grammarians and teachers to ex- 
plain them by calling this one Attic, that olic, that Doric, and so on; as 
if Homer and his contemporary poets had composed their songs in a medley 
language compounded of all the local dialects in Greece. The absurdity of 
this supposition may be seen by imagining what would be the effect, if an 
English poet were now to write an epic, diversified by a choice selection 
of the idioms of half a dozen provinces, — with here and there a pithy ex- 
pression from the slang of the Cockneys. I suppose the truth to have 
been nearly this. Among the gean islands, in Asia Minor, and among 
the inhabitants of Attica, who were all bound together by the closest nation- 
al affinities, and bore the general name of Ionians, the same language sub- 
stantially was spoken. Of course, there must have been local varieties, as 
Wwe see among the dialects of the present age. The islands, the provinces, 
the towns, probably had words, intonations, and expressions peculiar to 
themselves. But, as in modern nations there is a cultivated language, freed 
from local peculiarities, and adapted to the general use of writers and edu- 
caved men, — the High German, among the Teutonic tribes, — the Tuscan, 
in the Italian states, — the language spoken by the educated in the metropo- 
lis of the British dominions, —— so in the Homeric age, there was a general 
language, cultivated by the poets, purified from the vulgarisms of local dia- 
lecta, and adapted to the wants of the most cultivated classes. If we bear 
in mind, also, the fact, that the bards travelled from place to place, like the 
minstrels of the days of chivalry, and must, therefore, have used a language 
intelligible to all within the circle of their wanderings, the supposition just 
hazarded will appear natural, probable, and even necessary. The Homeric 
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language may, therefore, be considered as the universally understood and 
most cultivated form of poetical speech among the Greeks. Afterwards, 
indeed, provincial peculiarities grew into independent dialects, which attained 
to a high degree of beauty. The Ionic retained much of the old Homeric 
softness and liquid flow. The Doric was marked by a rustic force and pic- 
turesque liveliness. The Attic was the language of tragedy, of comedy, of 
history, philosophy, eloquence, and polished wit. In this respect, the Greek 
language presents a phenomenon which has but partial analogies among the 
moderns. The Scotch has been called the Doric of English literature, and, 
in leed, the description is very appropriate. But the fact, that differer-t 
dialects were considered in the literature of Greece equally classical, and 
that particular dialects were set apart for particular kinds of poetry, has no 
parallel among the nations of our own time. It may be explained in part 
by the fact, that the Greeks, when they became a writing people, were more 
inclined than men now are to write as they talked, —— having no literary 
capitals to legislate for literature, and no dictionaries to control the uses of 
words ; that peculiar social or political circumstances caused the different 
species of poetical composition to be cultivated in different places, — and that, 
when the form, measure, and dialect of one species had thus been established 
by usage, they were adopted for that species, by the writers in other parts 
of Greece who wished to try their hand in the same. As all these dialects 
sprang from one common root, they would all speak to the general Hellenic 
feeling, and would have a genuine national force. 

If we look into the story of the Iliad, as we now have it, we shall see 
still further reason to question the unity and completeness which have so 
generally been attributed to that poem. Had one individual poet sat down 
to plan an epic poem, with all the prescribed supernatural machinery, with 
a beginning, a middle, and an end, according to the rule of Aristotle, he 
would probably, in some way or other, have given a complete picture of 
the action he intended to celebrate. The assembling of the Greek arma- 
ment at Aulis, — the voyage to Troy,— then the nine years’ warfare under 
the walls of the city,—the death of Hector, — and the sack of the city, 
would have been brought forward with equal prominence. But the story 
of the Iliad, as we now have it, begins with the quarrel of Agamemnon 
and Achilles about a captive girl, in the ninth year of the war. Achilles, 
in anger, withdraws from the Grecian camp, and the siege goes on. without 
him. A series of combats follows, in which the Greeks, deprived of the 
aid of their. swift-footed champion, suffer defeats and slaughter. In the 
mean time, other and inferior heroes come forward, and, by their marvellous 
prowess, become the leading figures in the picture of war. The bravery 
of Diomedes, Ajax, Menelaus, is commemorated in separate chants. But 
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the Trojans, led on by the crested Hector, drive back the Greeks, even 
to the ramparts of the ships. All the principal heroes are disabled or 
wounded, and the prospect of utter defeat stares the Greek chieftains in the 
face. Agamemnon, at length, convinced of his fault, and anxious to call 
back the angry hero to the scene of war, sends an embassy with proposals 
of ample reparation. The proposal is haughtily rejected. The war again 
proceeda, with varying success, the Greeks are driven within their walls, 
and the Trojans, led on by Hector, are threatening to fire the ships. The 
battle wavers, Hector is wounded, and the Trojans are repelled from the 
fleet. At length, things have come to so desperate a pass, that Patroclus, 
the companion and brother-in-arms of Achilles, entreats him to carry succour 
to his suffering countrymen. Achilles consents that Patroclus shall put on 
his armor, and go forth to battle. The appearance of this champion, clad 
in the terrible armor of the leader of the Myrmidons, restores the sinking 
fortunes of the Argive host. But Patroclus is at length slain and despoiled 
of his armor by Hector; and the furious combats for the possession of the 
dead body follow. The Greeks prevail, and bear it back to the camp. 
Achilles is overwhelmed with sorrow for the death of his friend, and sur- 
renders himself to unrestrained lamentation. This calls his mother Thetia, 
with a band of Nereids, from the sea. She finds him eagerly bent on ex- 
acting a bloody vengeance from Hector and the Trojans; but, as his armor 
is in the possession of Hector, she resorts to Valcan, who forges him a 
shield of marvellous workmanship, a breastplate brighter than the blaze of 
fire, a strong and curiously wrought helmet, with a golden crest, and metal 
greaves. Achilles receives the arms, and becomes reconciled to Agamem- 
non, who sends him precious gifts, and restores the captive Briseis. After 
giving some time to lamentation over the dead Patroclus, he mounts the 
car, and rushes to the field, careless of life, and longing only for vengeance. 
And now ensues the most terrible conflict of the war. The Trojan and 
Grecian champions are arrayed in deadly hostility, and the divided deities 
participate, according to their several likings, in the battle. The warfare is 
maintained with unabated vigor, and the description rises in magnificence, 
as the action draws towards its close. At length, both armies are withdrawn 
from the field, and Achilles and Hector alone remain. A single combat 
follows, and Hector falls. Achilles insults the body of his foe, lashes him 
to his car, and drags him down to the Grecian camp, in sight of Priam 
and the Trojans, who from the walls gaze heart-stricken upon the dreadful 
scene. On the return of the Greeks to the camp, the games are performed 
in honor of Patroclus, the funeral pile is built, and twelve Trojan youths 
are immolated to his manes. These ceremonies continue twelve days after 
Hector’s death. Priam resolves to visit the Grecian camp, and to suppli 
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cate Achilles for the restoration of the dead body of his son. He is en- 
couraged by an auspicious omen, and departs with precious gifts by which 
he hopes to propitiate his stern enemy. He is met by Hermes, in the form 
of a young man, who guides him to the tent of Achilles. The Grecian hero 
receives him kindly, and, overcome by pity for his unequalled woes, consents 
to surrender the body of Hector. It is borne back to the city, and met 
with loud lamentations by the inhabitants. Funeral rites are performed over 
it, and the poem closes, — 


“ Thus they performed the funeral rites of Hector, the tamer of horses.” 


Now it seems plain, from this sketch, that the artificial unity and com- 
pleteness of the epic are wanting in the Iliad. Nothing is said directly of 
the events which preceded the quarrel between Agamemnon and Achilles, — 
of the causes of the expedition, — the landing at Troy,-—and the battles 
of the first eight years. They are alluded to in some of the speeches, but 
in such a manner as to show that they were supposed to be familiarly 
known, — in other words, had been already sung; and they did unquestiona- 
bly belong to the cycle of epic songs which were chanted by the bards. It 
does not appear from the Iliad, as we now have it, that the war was brought 
to a conclusion in the tenth year, and that the capital of Priam’s kingdom 
was laid in ruins. There is no necessary, though there may be a natural, 
connection between the death of Hector and the destruction of the Trojan 
city. For aught that appears in the Iliad, the Trojans might have been 
finally victorious over the Greeks ; — they had suffered no more in the pre- 
ceding combats ; they were in their own country, with the advantage of 
natives contending against invaders, with the resources of still unexhausted 
wealth, and supported by numerous allies. The events which followed 
Hector’s death are as necessary to the completeness of the epic action as 
those which preceded the quarrel of the Grecian chiefs, and, like them, were 
celebrated in the songs of the bards. The entire epic — not an epic planned 
by one mind and executed by one hand, but the epic which had the unity 
of one national enterprise, and attained its completeness by the labors of 
innumerable singers, animated by one national spirit to celebrate the ex- 
ploits of favorite heroes—— consisted of this whole cycle of songs, and ex- 
tended as far as the cycle of the auctions themselves. Our present Iliad 
is but a series of these songs, commemorating a small portion of these 
actions, in a natural order, but without any descriptions of what has pre- 
ceded, or any but slight intimations of what is to follow. It has, indeed, in 
‘tself, a certain unity and wholeness, as it now exists. The quarrel of Aga- 
memnon and Achilles and the death of Hector are two of the most im- 
portant events in the war, and, between these two events, the most decisive 
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battles took place. In the history of each hero there is another kind of 
unity and completeness,-—— the unity of individual action, and the com- 
pleteness of individual character. In each battle there is again a similar 
unity and completeness, -— the beginning, the middle, and the end, insisted 
on by the critics. Each battle, then, is an epic poem, — the adventures of 
each hero are an epic poem, — the Iliad, as we have it, is an epic poem, 
— the whole series of ballads or songs about the Trojan war are an epic 
poem ; and, if the whole national existence of the Greeks, from Theseus 
down to Capo D’Istrias, had been chanted by the bards, and these chants 
brought together by ingenious scholars and editors, the whole mighty mass 
would have been but a single epic poem. As the long series of figures 
sculptured by Phidias for the frieze of the Parthenon, representing the 
fabulous combats of the Centaurs and Lapithx, have been partly mutilated, 
and partly destroyed, — yet the remaining groups have an exquisite com- 
pleteness in themselves, and perfectly exhibit the action they were designed 
to embody, though taken out of their place in the wondrous original proces- 
sion formed by the creator’s hand; so has time dealt with the songs of the 
Heroic bards, destroying some, and mutilating othera,— but leaving the 
groups, the figures, and the actions, which, in their present state of sever- 
ance from the great heroic array to which they originally belonged, con- 
stitute the noblest monument of the poetical genius of man. 

It has been said, and justly, that in the Homeric poetry we see nothing 
of the poet’s individual feelings, but every thing of his subject. The re- 
mark is true. A multitude of noble figures are summoned before us; num- 
berless heroic scenes pass in review; the whole great spectacle of war is 
exhibited; but the mighty hand that conjures up this world of wonders is 
unseen. What the poet himself thought we know only by inference. How 
far he believed in his mythology we can judge only by applying the general 
principles of the philosophy of human nature to the common characteristics - 
of his age. What manner of man he was we know not ; did he live in the 
midst of sufferings, — was he prosperous, was he sad, or gay,——- we cannot 
answer. How could we know any thing of all these matters? The bard 
had to sing, not of himself, but of others ; he must utter, not what he felt, 
but what the heroes did. What cared those burly champions for the re- 
fined abstractions of an individual’s sentimental musings? The poet must 
lay his own personality aside ; he must become the mouthpiece of his times, 
and give utterance to those things which command the attention of living 
and acting men. Hence, the objective character of his poetry is not so 
much a peculiarity of his individual genius as the consequence of subject- 
ing his individual genius to the imperative requisitions of his age. Such 
was the case with the single poet; but when we consider that the whole: 
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body of the Heroic poets wrought under the same restraining influence, we find 
‘another reason why the whole body of epic poetry is free from individual 
peculiarities of thought and sentiment, — and why we must read it, not as 
the embodied thought of this or that man, but as an authentic utterance of 
the moral and intellectual convictions of a whole age or a whole people. 

For the Greeks the Iliad had a great charm, in the dramatic manner in 
which the personages of their mythology intermingled with the human 
actors. Formed, as those personages were, from the phenomena of nature 
and the passions of man personified, there was nothing shocking to Grecian 
piety in bringing them upon scenes of human affairs, and subjecting them, 
to a limited extent, to the accidents and reverses of the fortunes of mortals. 
They have their favorite heroes, by whose side they stand in battle, and from 
whom they avert the flying arrow. They interpose their divine shields 
to protect them from the edge of the sword and the point of the javelin, 
or snatch them from defeat, shrouded in a dark cloud. Nay, the gods them- 
selves are driven in dishonor from the field, gashed with wounds, from which 
streams the blood. Ares receives a thrust which makes him roar as loud as 
the shouts of nine thousand; Aphrodite is wounded by Diomedes and betakes 
herself to her mother’s arms for cure and protection. To the vivid imagina- 
tion of the Greeks this seemed all natnral and consistent ; and the immoral 
doings of the blessed inhabitants of Olympus little less so. Their quarrels 
and family jars, the termagant conduct of Here in her domestic colloquies 
with Zeus, were all right and proper, because they saw in them only 
human life carried out upon a grander scale. 

Action, then, human and divine, is the life of the Homeric poetry. It 
goes on simply and uninterruptedly, but calmly. It is a great action, which 
the whole nation looked back “upon with pride, and with which they con- 
nected sentiments of the most exalted patriotism. Their own ancestors were 
the heroes whose names had been immortalized in the Homeric songs; their 
own familiar places were those which the Heroic recollections and traditions 
clustered around. In these poems most of the real, as well as the fabulous, 
history of the Heroic times was embodied. They are, besides, an encyclo- 
pedia of the knowledge of the age, adorned and set forth with all the splen- 
dors of the most brilliant imagination. 

That such were substantially the origin, growth, and primal character 
of the Homeric poetry can scarcely be doubted. The questions as to the 
authorship of the Iliad; how far one mind may have created it; whether 
it is to be considered a combination of minstrelsies composed by a great 
number of aede/, and put together by persons of subsequent times, — or sub- 
stantially the work of one poet, but interpolated, in the progress of time, 
with passages from other poets belonging to the same period, and resembling 
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him in character ; are not wholly dependent on considerations like the pre- 
ceding. I am still inclined to the opinion indicated in the preface, that 
Homer was the author of the Iliad, — with the qualification, however, that, 
from the circumstances of the case, many changes of phraseology must 
have been made, and many passages from other minstrels, possibly some 
of considerable length, may have been interpolated. Probably the Iliad 
was not composed with a view to that strict unity and coherence of parts 
which modern critics are naturally disposed to look for in an epic poem. 
Mr. Grote, in the second volume of his “ History of Greece,” now in the 
course of publication, has some excellent remarks upon this subject, which 
I venture to quote, notwithstanding their length. The entire chapter 
(Chap. xxr. Vol. II.) on the Homeric poems deserves a careful perusal. 

‘“* Admitting, then, premeditated adaptation of parts to a certain extent, 
as essential to the Iliad, we may yet inquire whether it was produced all 
at once, or gradually enlarged,—— whether by one author or by several ; 
and if the parts be of different age, which is the primitive kernel, and 
which are the additions. 

** Welcker, Lange, and Nitzsch treat the Homeric poems as representing a 
second step in advance, in the progress of popular poetry : first comes the 
age of short narrative songs; next, when these have become numerous, 
there arise constructive minds who recast and blend together many of 
them into a larger aggregate conceived upon some scheme of their own. 
The age of the epos is followed by that of the epopee : short spontane- 
ous effusions prepare the way, and furnish materials, for the architectonic 
genius of the poet. It is further presumed by the above-mentioned au- 
thors that the pre-Homeric epic included a great abundance of such 
smaller songs, -— a fact which admits of no proof, but which seems coun- 
tenanced by some passages in Homer, and is in itself no way improbable. 
But the transition from such songs, assuming them to be ever so numer- 
ous, to a combined and continuous poem, forms an epoch in the intel- 
lectual history of the nation, implying mental qualities of a higher order 
than those upon which the songs themselves depend. Nor is it at all to 
be imagined that the materials pass unaltered from their first state of iso- 
laticn into their second state of combination: they must of necessity be re- 
cast, and undergo an adapting process, in which the genius of the organ- 
izing poet consists ; and we cannot hope, by simply knowing them as they 
exist in the second stage, ever to divine how they stood in the first. 
Such, in my judgment, is the right conception of the Homeric epoch, — 
an organizing poetical mind, still preserving that freshness of observation 
and vivacity of details which constitutes the charm of the ballad. 

“Nothing is gained by studying the Iliad as a congeries of fragments 
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once independent of each other; no portion of the poem can be shown to 
have ever been so, and the supposition introduces difficulties greater than 
those which it removes. But it is not necessary to affirm that the whole 
poem as we now read it belonged to the original and preconceived plan. Jn 
this respect the Iliad produces upon my mind an impression totally different 
from the Odyssey. In the latter poem, the characters and incidents are 
fewer, and the whole plot appears of one projection, from the beginning 
dowr. to the death of the suitors; none of the parts look as if they had been 
composed separately and inserted by way of addition into a preéxisting 
smaller poem. But the Diad, on the contrary, presents the appearance of a 
house built upon a plan: comparatively narrow and subsequently enlarged by 
successive additions. The first book, together with the eighth, and the 
books from the eleventh to the twenty-second inclusive, seem to form the 
primary organization of the poem, then properly an Achilléis ; the twenty- 
third and twenty-fourth books are additions at the tail of this primitive 
poem, which still leave it nothing more than an enfarged Achilléis; but the 
beoks from the second to the seventh inclusive, together with the tenth, are 
of a wider and more comprehensive character, and convert the poem from an 
Achilléis into an Iliad. The primitive frontispiece, inscribed with the anger 
of Achilles and its direct consequences, yet remains, after it has ceased to be 
coextensive with the poem. The parts added, however, are not necessarily 
inferior in merit to the original poem; so far is this from being the case, 
that amongst them are comprehended some of the noblest efforts of the Gre- 
cian epic. Nor are they more recent in date than the original; strictly 
speaking, they must be a little more recent, but they belong to the same 
generation and state of society as the primitive Achilléis. These qualifica- 
tions are necessary to keep apart different questions, which, in discussions 
of Homeric criticism, are but too often confounded. 

“If we take those portions of the poem which may be imagined to have 
constituted the original Achilléis, it will be found that the sequence of events 
contained in them is more rapid, more unbroken, and more intimately knit 
together in the way of cause and effect, than in the other books. Lachmann, 
indeed, and other objecting critics, complain of the action in them as being 
too much crowded and hurried, since one day lasts from the beginning of the 
eleventh book to the middle of the eighteenth, and there is no sensible halt 
in the march throughout so large a portion of the journey ; he likewise ad- 
mits that those separate songs, into which he imagines that the whole Iliad 
may be dissected, cannot be severed with the same sharpness in the books 
subsequent to the eleventh as in those before it. There is only one real 
halting-place from the eleventh book to the twenty-secund,—the death of 
Patroclus; and this can never be conceived as the end of a separate poem, 
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though it is a capital step in the development of the Achilléis, and brings 
about that entire revolution in the temper of Achilles which was essential for 
the purpose of the poet. It would be a mistake to imagine that there ever 
could have existed a separate poem called Patrocleia, though a part of the 
Tliad was designated by that name; for Patroclus has no substantive posi- 
tion; he is the attached friend and second of Achilles, but nothing else, — 
standing to the latter in a relation of dependence resembling that of Telema- 
chus to Odysseus. And the way in which Patroclus is dealt with in the 
Iliad is (in my judgment) the most dextrous and artistical contrivance in the 
poem, — that which approaches nearest to the neat tissue of the Odyssey. 

“The great and capital misfortune which prostrates the strength of the 
Greeks, and renders them incapable of defending themselves without Achilles, 
is the disablement by wounds of Agamemnon, Diomedes, and Odysseus ; so 
that the defence of the wall and of the ships is left only to heroes of the sec- 
ond magnitude (Ajax alone excepted), such as Idomeneus, Leonteus, Poly- 
peetes, Meriones, Menelats, &c. Now it is remarkable that all these three 
first-rate chiefs are in full force at the beginning of the eleventh book; all 
three are wounded in the battle which that book describes, and at the com- 
mencement of which Agamemnon is full of spirits and courage. 

‘Nothing can be more striking than the manner in which Homer concen- 
trates our attention in the first book upon Achilles as the hero, his quarrel with 
Agamemnon, and the calamities to the Greeks which are held out as about to 
ensue from it, through the intercession of Thetis with Zeus. But the inci- 
dents dwelt upon from the beginning of the second book down to the combat 
between Hector and Ajax in the seventh, animated and interesting as they 
are, do nothing to realize this promise; they are a splendid picture of the 
Trojan war generally, and eminently suitable to that larger title under which 
the poem has been immortalized, but the consequences of the anger of Achil- 
les do not appear until the eighth book. The tenth book, or Doloneia, is 
also a portion of the Iliad, but not of the Achilléis; while the ninth book 
appears to me a subsequent addition (I venture to say, an unworthy addi- 
tion), nowise harmonizing with that main stream of the Achilléis which 
flows from the eleventh book to the twenty-second. The eighth bock ought 
to be read in immediate connection with the eleventh, in order te see the 
structure of what seems the primitive Achilléis ; for there are several passa- 
ges in the eleventh and the following books which prove that the poet who 
composed them could not have had present to his mind the main event of 
the ninth book,— the outpouring of profound humiliation by the Greeks, 
and from Agamemnon especially, before Achilles, coupled with formal offers 
to restore Briséis and pay the amplest compensation for past wrong. The 
words of Achilles (not less than those of Patroclus and Nestor), in the elev- 
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enth and in the following books, plainly imply that the humiliation of the 
Greeks before him, for which he thirsts, is as yet future and contingent ; 
that no plenary apology has yet been tendered, nor any offer made of restor- 
ing Briséis; while both Nestor and Patroclus, with all their wish to induce 
him to take arms, nevertheless view him as one whose ground for quarrel 
stands still the same as it did at the beginning. Moreover, if we look at 
the first book, —— the opening of the Achilléis, — we shall see that this pros- 
tration of Agamemnon and the chief Grecian heroes before Achilles would 
really be the termination of the whole poem ; for Achilles asks nothing more 
from Thetis, nor Thetis any thing more from Zeus, than that Agamemnon 
_and the Greeks may be brought to know the wrong that they have done to 
their capital warrior, and humbled in the dust in expiation of it. We may 
add, that the abject terror in which Agamemnon appears in the ninth book, 
when he sends the supplicatory message to Achilles, as it is not adequately 
accounted for by the degree of calamity which the Greeks have experienced 
in the preceding (eighth) book, so it is inconsistent with the gallantry and 
high spirit with which le shines at the beginning of the eleventh. The 
situation of the Greeks only becomes desperate when the three great chiefs, 
Agamemnon, Odysseus, and Diomedes, are disabled by wounds ; this is the 
irreparable calamity which works upon Patroclus, and through him upon 
Achilles. The ninth book, as it now stands, seems to me an addition, by a 
different hand, to the original Achilléis, framed so as both to forestall and to 
spoil the nineteenth book, which is the real reconciliation of the two inimical 
heroes; I will venture to add that it carries the ferocious pride and egotism 
of Achilles beyond all admissible limits, and is shocking to that sentiment of 
Nemesis which was so deeply seated in the Grecian mind. We forgive any 
excess of fury against the Trojans and Hector, after the death of Patroclus ; 
but that he should remain unmoved by restitution, by abject supplications, 
and by the richest atoning presents, tendered from the Greeks, indicates an 
implacability more than human, and certainly such as neither the poet of the 
first book, nor the poet of the last twelve books, seeks to portray. 

“It is with the Grecian agora in the beginning of the second baok, that 
the Iliad (as distinguished from the Achilléis) commences, — continued 
through the catalogue, the muster of the two armies, the single combat 
between Menelaus and Paris, the renewed promiscuous battle caused by the 
arrow of Pandarus, the (Epipolesis or) personal circuit of Agamemnpn round 
the army, the Aristeia or brilliant exploits of Diomedes, the visit of Hector 
to Troy for purposes of sacrifice, his interview with Andromache, and his 
combat with Ajax,— down to the seventh book. All these are beautiful 
poetry, presenting to us the general Trojan war and its conspicuous individ- 
uals under different points of view, but leaving no room in the reader’s mind 
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count which we now find at the end of the seventh book. But it will at 
once appear that there was some difficulty in finding a good reason why the 
Greeks should begin to fortify at this juncture, and that the poet who dis- 
covered the gap might not be enabled to fill it up with success. As the 
Greeks have got on up to this moment without the wall, and as we have 
heard nothing but tales of their success, why should they now think farther 
laborious precautions for security necessary ? we will not ask, why the Trojans 
should stand quietly by and permit a wall to be built, since the truce was 
concluded expressly for burying the dead. 

“The tenth book (or Doloneia) was believed by some of the ancient scho- 
liasts, and has been confidently set forth by the modern Wolfian critics, as 
originally a separate poem, and inserted by Peisistratus into the Iliad. How 
it can ever have been a separate poem I do not understand. It is framed 
with great specialty for the antecedent circumstances under which it occurs, 
and would suit for no other place, though capable of being separately recited, 
inasmuch as it has a definite beginning and end, like the story of Nisus and 
Euryalus in the Aneid. But while distinctly presupposing and resting upon 
the incidents in the eighth book, and in line 88 of the ninth (probably the 
appointment of sentinels on the part of the Greeks as well as of the Trojans 
formed the close of the battle described in the eighth book), it has not the 
slightest bearing upon the events of the eleventh or the following books ; it 
goes to make up the general picture of the Trojan war, but lies quite apart 
from the Achilléis. And this is one mark of a portion subsequently inserted, 
~-— that, though fitted on to the parts which precede, it has no influence on 
those which follow. 

“If the proceedings of the combatants on the plain of Troy, between the 
first and the eighth book, have no reference either to Achilles or to an 
Achilléis, we find Zeus in Olympus still more completely putting that hero 
out of the question, at the beginning of the fourth book. He is, in this last- 
mentioned passage, the Zeus of the Iliad, not of the Achilléis. Forgetful of 
his promise to Thetis in the first book, he discusses nothing but the question 
of continuance or termination of the war, and manifests anxiety only for the 
salvation of Troy, in opposition to the miso-Trojan goddesses, who prevent 
him from giving effect to the victory of Menelaus over Paris, and the stip- 
ulated restitution of Helen, — in which case, of course, the wrong offered to 
Achilles would remain unexpiated. An attentive comparison will render it 
evident that the poet who composed the discussion among the gods, at the 
beginning of the fourth book, has not been careful to put himself in harmony 
exther with the Zeus of the first book or with the Zeus of the eighth. 

“So soon as we enter upon the eleventh book, the march of the poem be- 
comes quite different. We are then in a series of events, each paving the 
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way for that which follows, and all conducing to the result promised in the 
first book, — the reappearance of Achilles, as the only means of saving the 
Greeks from ruin, — preceded by ample atonement, and followed by the 
maximum both of glory and revenge. The intermediate career of Patroclus 
introduces new elements, which, however, are adinirably woven into the 
scheme of the poem as disclosed in the first book. I shall not deny that 
there are perplexities in the detail of events, as described in the battles at 
the Grecian wall and before the ships, from the eleventh to the sixteenth 
books; but they appear only cases of partial confusion, such as may be rea- 
sonably ascribed to imperfections of text; the main sequence remains coherent 
and intelligible. We find no considerable events which could be left out 
without breaking the thread, nor any incongruity between one considerable 
event and another. There is nothing between the eleventh and twenty- 
second books which is at all comparable to the incongruity between the Zeus 
of the fourth book and the Zeus of the first and eighth. It may, perhaps, 
be true that the shield of Achilles is a quperadded amplification of that which 
was originally announced in general terms, — because the poet, from the 
eleventh to the twenty-second books, has observed such good economy of his 
materials, that he is hardly likely to have introduced one particular descrip- 
tion of such disproportionate length, and having so little connection with the 
series of events. But I see no reason for believing that it is an addition 
materially later than the rest of the poem. 

‘It must be confessed that the supposition here advanced, in reference to 
the structure of the Iliad, is not altogether free from difficulties, because the 
parts constituting the original Achilléis have been more or less altered or in- 
terpolated to suit the additions made to it, particularly in the eighth book. 
But it presents fewer difficulties than any other supposition, and it is the 
only means, so far as I know, of explaining the difference between one part 
of the Iliad and another; bpth the continuity of structure, and the conform- 
ity to the opening promise, which are manifest when we read the books in 
the order i., viii., xi. to xxii., as contrasted with the absence of these two 
qualities in books ii. to vii., ix. and x. An entire organization, preconceived 
from the beginning, would not be likely to produce any such disparity, nor 
is any such visible in the Odyssey ; still less would the result be explained 
by supposing integers originally separate and brought together without any 
designed organization. And it is between these three suppositions that our 
choice has to be made. A scheme, and a large scheme, too, must unques- 
tionably be admitted as the basis of any sufficient hypothesis ; but the Achil- 
léis would have been a long poem, half the length of the present Iliad, and 
probably not less compact in its structure than the Odyssey ; moreover, being 
parted off only by an imaginary line from the boundless range of the Trojan 
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war, it would admit of enlargement more easily, and with greater relish to 
hearers, than the adventures of one single hero; while the expansion would 
naturally take place by adding new Grecian victory, since the original poem 
arriyed at the exaltation of Achilles only through a painful series of Grecian 
disasters. That the poem, under these circumstances, should have received 
additions, is no very violent hypothesis ; in fact, when we recollect that the 
integrity both of tke Achilléis and of the Odyssey was neither guarded by 
printing nor writing, we shall, perhaps, think it less wonderful that the for- 
mer was enlarged than that the latter was not. Any relaxation of the laws 
of epical unity is a small price to pay for that splendid poetry, of which we 
find so much between the first and the eighth books of our Iliad.” 


ILIAD, I. 


Tu narrative in the first book of the Iliad embraces the following par- 
ticulars. Chryses, the priest of Apollo, comes to the camp of the Grecks, 
to ransom his daughter. His prayer is harshly rejected by Agamemnon, 
and he is dismissed with threats. He then walks along the seashore, and sup- 
plicates the god for vengeance. Apollo listens to his priest, and shoots a dead- 
ly shaft upon the Grecian camp, and frequent pyres of the dead are burning. 
Nine days after, Achilles summons an assembly, and Calehas, the prophet, de- 
clares that the god can be reconciled only by restoring Chryseis to her father. 
The wrath of Agamemnon is aroused, and a quarrel between him and 
Achilles follows. Agamemnon surrenders his captive, but takes from Achilles 
the captive who. had been assigned to him in.the division of the spoils. 
The daughter of Chryses is conducted, under the guidance of Odysseus, to 
the altar of Apollo, and restored to her father’s hands. Thetis, in compli- 
ance with the entreaties of her son, betakes herself to Olympus, and obtains 
a@ promise from Zeus to grunt the Trojans victory over the Greeks until 
Achilles shall be avenged. 

Stadelmann remarks (Grammatisch-kritische Anmerkungen zur Tlias des 
Homer, p. 1) : — “ In the foreground of the Iliad stands the wrath of Achilles, 
the principal object of the whole representation. The importance and 
greatness of its consequences, with which all the threads of the epic narra- 
tive connect themselves, animate the poet to a higher flight, and make 
him feel the presence of a goddess, who guides his song.” 

1. duds. “By this form, used in the earliest poetry of the priests, long 
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before Homer’s time, Homer hints an echo of that primeval sacred poetry 
in which @ds» was used of the ancient inspired singer to indicate the organ 
of the Deity.” St. The Goddess of course means the Muse ; but it is to 
be remarked, that Homer neither mentions names, nor any precise number 
of the Muses ; but sometimes invokes the Muses, and sometimes the Goddess. 
— IImansdédew. For the formation of patronymics, see Kiihner’s Grammar of 
the Greek Language, § 233, 2. b. —'Aysasies, for ’AxsAAres, on account of the 
metre. Achilles was the son of Peleus and Thetis, and king of the Myr- 
midons ix Thessalian Phthiotis. He was the bravest and most beautiful of 
all the Grecian heroes. | 

2. evrAcpivny, poet. for sroeivny. This participial form has usually an acr 
tive meaning ip Homer, destructive, deadly. — pevgi’, innumerable, infinite, dis- 
tinguished from jevese, ten thousand, by the accent.— 'Ayasis. The Achw- 
ans being at the time of the Trojan war the predominant tribe in Thessaly 
and in the Peloponnesus, their name is often used in Homer as a general 
designation for all the Greeks. — Zémxsv. The verb ciénus is often used with 
nouns, like &Ayos, wren, yoes, and wivées, in the sense of to cause, ® bring 
upon, literally, to place. 

8. wearAds 3 ipbisous sPuxds. For the relation between the adjectives 
and the substantive, see Kiihner, § 264, 2. 6. — Yuyeds, souls or spirits, used 
in contrast with abrevs, them, i.e. their bodies. — "Ast. Metaplasm, see 
Kithner, § 72; § 214, R. 1.— wgotassy, sent forward, sent away, despatched. 
The interpretation, before the time, prematurely, is now given up as too far- 
fetched. 

4. aires, them, i. e. the men themeelves. In the simple conceptions 
of an early age, the body, the visible part of map, is the man himself. 
The soul is only a shadow, and, says Crusius, “ according to the Homeric 
view, as soon as it leaves the body, departs, as a shadow, to the realm of 
Hades.” — jadgm, an derak Asysusrer, a word occurring but once in this form, 
but closely connected with tame, booty, prey. The bodies of enemies slain in 
battle were left unburied on the field. —- rsvys. The imperfect tense is used 
when momentary actions are represented as continuing their operation in 
the past. The imperfect is the tense which describes and paints. K. § 256, 
3.— xévseei (for the declension, see K. § 68, 8), epic or old form, later 
form xvsiy. The later form is, however, used in Homer. 

5. wae, all, i. e. of all sorts. 

6. i% od 3%, connected with weesaysy and rsvys; the sense being, the anger 
of Achilles sent many brave souls, &c.; and the counsel of Zeus wus accom- 
plishing, from the time when the chieftains quarrelled. For the various uses 
of the particle 34, see K. § 315.—casgera, at the first, an adverbial ex- 
pression, K. § 337. — igicaves, not in wrath, which would be the present 
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tensa igZeres, but having quarrelled, i. e. in consequence of having quar 
relied. 

7. ‘Argtidns, son of Atreus, i. e. here Agamemnon, elder brother of Men- 
elaus, king of Mycens, and the most powerful leader of the Greeks. — 3iss. 
This epithet means properly, descended from Zeus, but was afterwards used 
as an epithet of honor, indicating superiority or nobility of descent. 

8. Tis....~éyvseba:s. Thus rendered by an English hexameter in Black- 
wood’s Magazine, Vol. XXII. No. 5:— 


‘© Who of the Godheads committed the twain to the strife of contention ? ” 


—*7 &e,i.e. ri de. “The particle dea is used in questions, when the further 
progress of the narrative is introduced by an interrogation.” Nagelsbach. 
Translate, and who then. — igids....uaxtebus, to fight in contention, i. e. to 
quarrel in words, not to fight with arms, though péysctas without 9:0), 
may express the same idea ; sometimes irises: is added. Instead of the 
dative, another form of exfression is used, e. g. VII. 111, ig fedes, and 
301, Feedes wigs Qumeligase. : 

9. Anrevs....vits, i. e. Apollo, or Phoebus, the son of Leto and Zeus. He 
is represented as an archer, with bow and covered quiver; and in Homer is 
different from “Hases, the Sun god. — Bassas, epic dative of Basiatds, Aga- 
memnon. _ 

10. yvevees, disease, i. e. a pestilence. — dv& orgarey, throughout the host or 
camp. 

11. réy Xgveny, that Chryses, or him, Chryses ; the well known priest, Chryses, 
eelebrated in the Trojan legend. He was the priest of Apollo in Chryse, a 
small town at the foot of Mount Ida, near the seashore. — asnriice, the priest, 
literally the prayer. 

12. ia) vias, to the ships. The Greeks, according to the custom of the 
age, had drawn their ships up high on the beach, and were encamped among 
them. 

13. Avzéusves, future participle, with the signification ix order to ransom. 
This signification often occurs. Avtcla:, mid. to ransom; Avsuy, act. to sur- 
render, to set free. — &vewa, runsom, consisting of valuable articles, gold, silver 
robes, goblets, and the like. 

14,15. Zrigpar’....cxgarem. According to Eustathius, the wreath of 
Apollo was a laurel crown, bound with fillets of wool, which the priest bore 
upon a sceptre. The latter was a badge of dignity, carried by priests, kings, 
and persons in authority. — erizuar’ iyvwv. The custom of suppliants car- 
rying branches twined about with wool is often referred to in ancient writers. 
The student will recollect the opening of the Gcdipus Tyrannus: — 
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*O. cinvs Kddpeo vos wdras via creep, 
Tivaz wed’ Doug raed’ inet Sed%ses 
‘Ineneiess nrddaci eorsupives 3 


O children, young offspring of ancient Cadmus, 
Why rush you to these seats before me, 
With suppliant branches decked? * 


Instead of an olive-branch, the priest is here represented as bearing the gohien 
sceptre, which indicated that he was the priest of Apollo. The epithet golden 
means only that the sceptre was set with golden studs or nails. 

16. "Agsida 3t....38u, and especially the two Atreide. — xecprrees, the two 
commanders, lit. those who put in order or array. ‘« This apposition expresses 
not so much the rank, as only a portion of the occupations of the Atreids, and 
hence serves the purpose of a more lively representation of theirspheres.” St. 

17. iixvimsdes. As in the preceding line, a part is put for the whole, for 
the sake of making a more vivid impression upon the imagination. Well 
greaved is an epithet constantly applied by Homer to the Greeks, referring 
to only a part of their defensive armor, and presenting in the picture only a 
particular portion of their outward aspect. Mr. Hope (Costume of the An- 
cients, Vol. I., pp. 30-33) says, ——“ The defensive armor of the Greeks 
consisted of a helmet, breastplate, greaves, and shield. 

** Of the helmet there were two principal sorts; that with an immovable 
Visor, projecting from it like a species of mask, and that with a movable 
visor, sliding over it in the shape of a mere slip of metal. The helmet with 
the immovable visor, when thrown back so as to uncover the face, necessarily 
left a great vacuum between its own crown and the skull of the wearer, and 
generally had, in order to protect the cheeks, two leather flaps, which, when 
not used, were tucked up inwards. The helmet with the movable visor 
usually displayed for the same purpose a pair of concave metal plates, which 
were suspended from hinges, and when not wanted were turned up outwards. 
Frequently, one or more horses’ manes, cut square at the edges, rose from the 
back of the helmet, and sometimes two horns or two straight feathers issued 
from the sides. Quadriges, sphinxes, griffins, sea-horses, and other insign‘a, 
richly embossed, often covered the surface of these helmets. ° 

“<The body was guarded by a breastplate, or cuirass, which seems some- 
times to have been composed of two large pieces only, one for the back and 
the other for the breast, joined together at the sides, — and sometimes to have 
been formed of a number of smaller pieces, either in the form of long slips or 
of aquare plates, apparently fastened by means of studs on a leather doublet. 
The shoulders were protected by a separate piece, in the shape of a broad 
cape, of which the ends or points descended on the chest, and were fastened, 
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by means of strings or clasps, to the breastplate. Generally, in Greek 
armor, this cuirass is cut round at the loins ; sometimes, however, it follows 
the outline of the abdomen, and from it hang down one or more rows of straps 
of leather, or of slips of metal, intended to protect the thighs. 

“The legs were guarded by means of greaves, rising very high above the 
knees, and probably of « very elastic texture; since, notwithstanding they 
appear very stiff, their opposite edges appear very near at the back of the 
calf, where they are retained by means of loops or clasps. ..... The most 
usual shield was very large, and perfectly circular, with a broad, flat rim, and 
the centre very much raised, like a deep dizh turned upside down. The 
Theban shield, instead of being round, was oval, and had two notches cut in 
the sides, probably to pass the spear or javelin through. ll sbields were 
furnished inside with loops, some intended to encircle the arm, and to be laid: 
hold of by the hand. Emblems and devices were as common on ancient 
shields as on the bucklers of the crusaders. Sometimes, on fictile vases, we 
observe a species of apron or curtain suspended from the shield, by way of 
screen or protection to the legs. 

“ The chief offensive weapon of the Greeks was the sword. It was short 
and broad, and suspended from a belt on the left side, or in front.* Next 
in rank came the spear; long, thin, with a point at the nether end, with. 
which to fix it in the ground; and of this species of weapon warriors gen- 
erally carried a pair. 

“ Hercules, Apollo, Diana, and Cupid were represented with the bow and 
arrows. The use of these, however, remained not, in after times, common 
among the Greeks, as it did among the barbarians. Of the quivers, some 
were calculated to contain both bow and arrows, others arrows only. Some 
were square, some round. Many had a cover to them, to protect the arrows 
from dust and rain; and many appear lined with skins. They were slung 
across the back or sides, by means of a belt passing over the right shoulder. 


“In early times, warriors among the Greeks made great use, in battle, of 
cars or chariots drawn by two horses, in which the hero fought standing, 
while his squire or attendant guided the horses. In after times, these bigw, 
as well as the quadrigw, drawn by four horses abreast, were chiefly reserved 
for journeys or chariot-races. 

‘The Gorgon’s head, with its round chaps, wide mouth, and tongue drawn 

* The blade was leaf-shaped, and, according to Homer, generally of brass ;: 
the hilt was embellished with studs of gold and silver, and the scabbard richly 
adorned with the same precious metals. The sheath of Agamemnon’s sword: 
was all of silver. — Il. lib. xi. 
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out, emblematic of the full moon, and regarded as an amulet or safeguard 
against incantations and spells, is for that reason found not only on the for- 
midable zgis of Jupiter and of Minerva, as well as on cinerary urns and in 
tombs, but on the Greek shields and breastplates, at the pole ends of their 
chariots, and in' the most conspicuous parts of every other instrument of 
defence or protection to the living or the dead.” 

20. Avcas....d3ivscbas. The infinitives here stand for imperatives, or may 
be considered as depending on an imperative verb understood. The expla- 
nation of the Scholiast, that they depend on 3eisv, v. 18, is inadmissible. 

22. if. ‘The local adverba in -Sa, as %xJa, may perhaps have been 
originally locative forms in -a:.” Kiihner. The time signification of this par- 
ticle, then, grew out of its local meaning. —iwsvpincas, approved with a 
favoring shout; iwi, sb, Oni. 

23. aidsiobas, the object of tesvpspneay. — 3ixbas, 2. aor. syncopated of 
Sixsebas. 

24. "AAd’....doug, but it did not please Atreides Agamemnon in his mind, 
fj. e. to reverence the priest, and receive the ransom. The dative of the 
name is constructed with qydavz, and Suug is the local dative. 

25. saxes afi. The object sirés is to be supplied, as is often the case, 
where it is easily understood from the connection of the sentence. — xears- 
ety iwi. xearagéy refers to the loud, angry voice with which the threats 
were uttered ; ie/ may be understood of the direction of the words towards 
the priest. 

26. Mi....xsysie, Epic for sive, 2. aor. yf with the conjunctive is 
used to express a warning, let me not find you, 

28. Mi... .ealonen. Supply dsdexc, or Jeu; see lest the sceptre and fillet of 
the god be of no help to you. sxeasepsir, a Gefective agrist constructed with 
the dative, signifies to help, defend. 

29. weiv here is an adverb. Old age shall come upon her first. 

30. iv “Aeysi, in Argos, i.e. in Peloponnesus. The kingdom of Argos 
was the most powerful in that part of Greece, and extended its influence to 
the neighbouring islands. 

31. seréy teresg-eivny. The verb properly signifies te approach, ta attack, 
and, as has been observed, is applied to weaving with peculiar propriety, 
on account of the ancient custom of standing at the loom. It is, how- 
ever, used in a general way to signify being employed about any work, and 
may be rendered here plying the loom. The web was suspended perpendicular- 
ly from the loom, so that the women in weaving moved along it. — a»ridweas, 
constructed with the acc. here only. It signifies preparing or tuking care of. 

32. aaa’ i, but go. rad often marks a transition to a different or 
contrasted thought. Hence it is used in exbortetions, exclamations, and the 
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Eke, and in general when the discourse is suddenly interrupted and quickly 
applied to something new. — casrsees. The comparative, as here, is often: 
said to stand for the positive. But in all such cases the shade of meaning 
is different; here, that you may return safer, i.e. safer than you will if you 
provoke me. 

33. %8uesy, for sess, from deidw. 

34. 84 3’ dxiev. This line is one of remarkable beauty and expressive- 
ness. It brings vividly before the eye the image of the priest, walking 
silently and sadly along the shore of the deep-sounding sea; and, as Pope 
juatly remarks, ‘‘the melancholy flowing of the verse admirably expresses 
the condition of the mournful and deserted father.” Such passages are per- 
petually occurring in Homer. It is thus rendered in Blackwood : — 


** Silent he went on his way, where the sea-waves roarel on the sand-beach.” 


35. werAr8, much, earnestly. 

36. sixepes, well-haired, beautiful-haired, with beautife. ringlets ; a constant 
epithet of Leto, or Latona. 

37-42. deyuedrez’, silver-bowed, an epithet applied by Homer exclusively 
to Apollo. — aup.CiCnxas, literally, hast gone around, encompassest, protectest. 
The gods are represented as frequenting the places where they are specially 
honored; the word, therefore, implies that Chryse and Killa were seats o* 
the worship of Apollo, and resorted to by him, and therefore under his pow 
erful protection. Killa was probably a small town near Chryse, and at the 
foot of Mount Ida. — %aéiny. The Epic inseparable particles J« and 3a have 
an intensive force. — Tsvidese, Tenedos, the famous island, which lay forty 
stadia from the Trojan coast, now called Tenedo. — Zyvsd, Sminthian. Un- 
der this name Apollo was worshipped in Chryse and other places in Asia 
Minor. The signification of the epithet has been variously given. Apion 
and others derive it from a Mysian and Cretan word, spivbes, a mouse, 
“ which,” says Crusius, “ the ancients regarded as asymbol of divination, as 
an animal inspired by the vapors of the earth.” Aristarchus, on the cone 
trary, regarded such a derivation of the epithet as too mean; he referred it 
to the city of Sminthe in the Troad. Some explain it as the mouse-hiller, 
either because he once freed a priest from mice, or because, by the agency 
of mice, he indicated to the Teucri, who had emigrated from Crete, the place 
where they were to settle. Comp. Strabo, XIII, p. 613, A. The idea 
of Apollo, the god of music and song, receiving one of his names from the 
circumstance of his having been a good mouser, is odd, to say the least. — 
Tesa. imspigesy means to roof over, to cover; it may signify to build, since 
roofing over is the last part of the process of building. Plato seems to have 
understood it in this sense. But it may allude to the ancient custom of 
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Wecorating the shrines and altars of the gods with garlands and chaplets, 
according to Heyne and others. It is a question, however, whether this 
custom existed in the Homeric age.— 4 si 3 wert. Observe the combination 
of particles, each adding to the significance of the passage; literally, or if now 
ever, or if ever already. — xara. Most prepositions used in this way in Homer, 
which are frequently said to be separated by tmesis from the verb, may better 
be explained as having an adverbial sense. According to Nagelsbach, 
sara here signifies entirely, utterly, completely. The precise force of the 
word, however, may be seen by referring to its original meaning, down. 
Thus we say in English, to burn down. — ungi’, more rarely yijea, the thighs 
(sometimes thigh-bones), which in sacrifices were cut out, ixrdyrs, and 
burnt, enveloped with a double covering of fat. — xesmver. “ In the Epic lan- 
guage, the verb xga:rv, which Buttmann derives from xgtaivw, admits a 
prolongation in all its parts. That is, the Epic language uses the liberty of 
prolonging contracted vowels, as « into aa, » into mm, xesnvey for xeiver. In 
a certain relation with this prolongation stand the prefixing and the insert~ 
ing of ans in the Ionic dialect, in which often a syllable, long either by 
nature or position, beginning with the E vowel-sound, receives an «, as in 
biadwe.” St.—-riesas, may they expiate. This form of the optative, 
usually called the olic, indicates, according to Eustathius, a desire for a 
more instantaneous result ; he says, “é 33 siway civpuas, 4 Ales, A yed- 
peas, Vysra: rdxiuy dyvelyvar, § sixsras.” — Aaveci. Properly, the name 
of the Argives, from Danaus, then applied to the Greeks generally. 

43~—52. The description of Apollo, descending in wrath, is justly admired. 
The rattling of the arrows upon his shoulder, the darkness of his coming, the 
fearful twanging of the silver bow, the shooting the deadly shaft and striking 
the victims, and the burning piles of the dead, are pictured to the imagination 
with wonderful vividness, and the sound seems to give back the sense. — Ba 
33 wae’, and he went down from Olympus, a lofty mountain on the borders 
of Thessaly and Macedonia, imagined in the Homeric age to be the dwelling- 
place of the gods. — xije, in heart. ‘* The accusative of the passive object is 
used with intransitive verbs to denote the object towards which the subject di- 
rects, refers, or expresses an action.” Kiihner.— avrey, in antithesis with é:- 
vei, the arrows rattled, as he moved. — Bvers, genitive of origin. — Pires. “ The 
shooting of each single arrow is here brought prominently forward, and thereby 
imparts more liveliness to the representation than it would have had if the 
plural were used. The singular form sometimes has a collective sense, and 
takes the place ofa plural. This use grows out of a poetical mode of view- 
ing the subject, according to which the idea of plurality is conceived and 
represented as unity.” St.— The adjective ivswsexis Buttmann derives 
from wsian, the point, from the verbal form wins, wséxe, and adds the ree 
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mark, that it has lost this signification. See Lexilogua, in Fishlake's trans- 
lation, pp. 319 -321.—igssis, Bara’, shooting, he smote. The imperfect, as 
here, sometimes expresses the repetition of an action. 

54. ef tsadey. Supply izigg ; the feminine of the ordinal number is often 
used with dmises understood. — ayeptvds. “‘ The assembly of the whole army 
(dyee%) was commonly held before Agamemnon’s tent, see V. 305 — 308, IL. 
808 ; on the other hand, there seems to have been no fixed place for the de- 
liberation of the princes (Gevas) ; see II. 54, VIL. 38.” Crusius. —sadriscare, 

paused to be summoned, i. e. by heralds. To summon personally would have 
been expressed by the active voice. 

55. Tg....\Hen. ** Every salutary theaght, especially if it suddenly pre 
eented itself, the Homeric age ascribed to the immediate suggestion of the 
deity. Only a deity favorably inclined to the Greeks could have suggested 
this thought to Achilles ; and this was Here, the sister and wife of Zeus; for 
she favored the Greeks because Argos was especially dear to her, and she and 
Athene had been offended by the judgment of Paria.” Ce. — eg, with pronome 
imal signification. — Sis, the aorist has here the senee of the pluperfect, at 
often elsewhere, had placed. — Asundd1905, white-armed, the constant epithet 
of Here. It is applied once to Helen, VIL 121, and three times to Andro- 
mache, VI. 371, 377, XXIV. 723. 

56. dears, mid. for active. 

57. dws) ody, when accordingly. — Fyighy, sunyteiss +, after they had been 
summoned, and were all assembled; the expressions are not, therefore, tau- 
tological. They describe the action from its commencement to its completion. 

58. veies. The person or persons in whose company or presence a thing is 
done are put in the dative case. The relation is closely connected with that 
expressed by the local dative. The Scholiast supplies fy. ‘‘ The speaker 
comes forward into the midst, to deliver his speech upon an elevated stand, 
and the herald hands him the sceptre as an emblem of power.” Cr. 

59-67. &pps, Doric, Holic, and Epic for duds. — dweverrieus, shall return, 
or perhaps here must return. — si xs, with the opt., if we would escape. ——- The 
particle ys gives a particular emphasis to Sdvavev. — si d%, if indeed, or if now, 
i.e. if it be the case that, as it certainly is.— dys 34. °° 34, connected with 
verbs, expresses an exclusion, or limitation (just this and nothing else), particu- 
larly with the imperative, cxéws: 34, dys 34, Giger 38, 1.38.” K.— lesiepsy, for 
iefepesr, from the Epic igiw. “The long mode-vowels of the conjunctive, # and 
#, were often, in the Epic language, shortened into « ands; or rather, these 
short vowels originally supplied the place of the long.” K.— dyes, a prophet 
or seer (properly one inspired by a god), from paivexas “ The business of the 
Mantis was rather to announce the feelings of the gods in regard to what wae 
done, than to indicate the future, and what must be done.” Wachsmath. 
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—The isetvs was the priest charged with the special service of some particulat 
divinity, whose will he was supposed to have the means of knowing. — ésss- 
geréars, as the etymology shows, was one who interpreted the will of the 
gods by dreams, not simply an interpreter of dreams; one to whom the 
divine purpose is disclosed through the agency of dreams. — xa) yee ’, i. @. 
vs, for also. The particle rs with ydée increases the binding force which 
vee already has in itself. — %s x’ fares, who might tell us, if we asked him. 
— 6, v1, wherefore, or, what the cause miry be that., The use of the accusative 
in this way runs through all the Greek writers, both in poetry and prose, 
whether the verb be transitive or intransitive; more commonly, however, 
with intransitives. — réeeer, used adverbially, so, to such a degree. — te’, dea 
This particle is often used in the description of what is great, cr striking, or 
remarkable, or what tends to excite any strong feeling in the mind. It 
gives a peculiar tone and emphasis to the sentence, which are rather to be 
felt than expressed in other words. ——~ ssywAss, genitive of cause, or origin ; 
used commonly with words signifying an affection of the mind, particularly 
with verbs of admiring, praising, blaming, &c.— a? xiv. “si, if, is properly 
used like 4 only in double questions, and denotes an alternative, a hesitation 
between two possibilities ; but often one member only is expressed, while the 
other exists in the mind of the speaker, after verbs of reflecting, counselling, 
inquiring, asking, seeking. Very frequently, especially in Homer, are the 
verbs which express any action connected with this deliberative si (ies, Epic 
s7 xs, a: xs). In such sentences the conjunctive is used ; consequently the s in 
BevaAsras stands here for ».” St. Some such expression a8 ive sidapsy, that 
we may know, is to be supplied. a7 xs» is often thus elliptically used. — 
vsAsinv, perfect, without spot or blemish. The anger of the gods could be 
appeased by the sacrifice of unblemished victims. — dyrideas. The penult « 
being short, this form is to be considered as derived from the present ascié gw. 
The primary meaning is to go against, to meet ; whether in a hostile or friendly 
sense must be decided in each case by the connection. Constructed with the 
genitive, it signifies a designed meeting, and from this comes the signification, 
to tuke part in any thing, to share. —~soré has here ita original adverbial 
signification, away. “The simple verbs, and the prepositions which were 
used as adverbs of place, and at first universally so, were originally-separate 
and independent, and were not united into one word until a Jater period.” St. 
68-73. 770, a particle used only by the Epic. It expresses, properly, can- 
fidence or assurance; surely, certainly ; but it often introduces a sentence, like 
iv, and is followed in the next clause by the particle 3i, as a correlative. 
——xazr’ ie’ isre, down then he sat. The particle Zea, interposed between 
sare and ero, is not without meaning.——#de, plap. for Qus.— rd «’, 
“The position of the connective particle rs, after e¢, which has the force of 
38 . 
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@ pronoun, that which is, and. that which is to be, denotes the intimate con~ 
nection of those objects in the view or knowledge of Calchas.” St. — wes 
«’ lévea, in the sense of cx wgeysysynutva, the past, res being used in a tem- 
poral signification. The Greek, by this use of the present, represents the 
past as something self-existent, and still continuing, though belonging to a 
period that is gone. — siyheae’, led. This verb in Homer is constructed 
both with the genitive and dative. Sometimes the preposition iy or sera is 
used, indicating the local sense of the dative. The word here expresses the 
control which the prophet exercised over the expedition by his divining skill, 
and not a military command. —"T2s09, accusative of direction towards, more 
strongly expressed by the addition of the adverb siew, or rather, not only 
towards, but all the way to. —“H)....uarcesveny, by means of his diviner’s art, 
or, by reason of; i. e. his skill was the ground on which he was permitted to 
exert so weighty an influence on the war.—— rs», used as a relative, which. 
— 4, he, this man, demonstrative and emphatic. — it@gevier, well- ‘wishing, OF 
wisely thinking, lit. well-minded. 

74-83. Adi pias, dear to Zeus, favorite of Zeus. “ Kings and heroes 
were thus called; for the possession of power, honor, wealth, was considered 
evident proof of the love of the deity.” Cr.—‘‘The words xAsa/ us, placed 
without further explanation after the words cive issiousy, v. 62, might appear 
singular at first sight ; for in the generality of the expression Calchas was 
indeed included, but no more than any other seer. It is not therefure to bo 
disguised that here is an uncalled-for interposition of Calchas, which can 
be explained only by the strongly excited tumult of his heart and of his 
divining spirit. The meaning and connection of this passage is therefore, 
Thou excitest by thy suggestion my whole being, and compellest me, without 
waiting for a more direct and specific command, to expound at once the cause 
of what has befallen.” St. —pubicuctas pin, to expound the cause of the 
tworath. — eivbse, the middle voice denotes the reference of the action to the 
subject. This word often has, in addition, the dative Sung, or dese, literally, 
put together for thyself, bethink thyself, make up thy mind. — wiv, i. e. pons, 
used after Juvuss with the infinitive, in expressions of solemn asseveration, com- 
pact, or promise, — assuredly, undoubtedly, equivalent to “ So help you God.” 
— weifper dents, that you will, with prompt mind, assist me. The subject of the 
infinitive is here omitted, being the same as the subject of the principal verb. 
The futareis used in Greek, whenever the thought or purpose, in the contem- 
plation of the speaker, refers to a future contingency or time. — “4 yee 
refers here rather to yeAwstuss than to sieas He declares not so much 
that he believes, as that he is about to make the king angry.” St. syeacus, 
act., always signifies to make angry; not, as it is often mistranslated, to be 
angry. — Erdea vorwriusy, that I shall make angry. Verbs in ow generally 
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signify to put into the state or condition indicated by the nouns or adjectives 
from which they are formed. — xai ei, instead of za) ¢, and him, for and 
whom. ‘In a relative sentence of two parts, Homer often uses in the second 
part a personal or demonstrative pronoun, instead of a relative.” Cr. This 
usage is characteristic of the simplicity of a primeval language. — érs yaes- 
vas, according to some, indic. fut., when he shull be angry. In English, the 
future has sometimes this hypothetical meaning. The.Greek future, according 
to Bernhardy, is not much more than a conditional present, the representa- 
tion of that which is incomplete in the present, which, once conceived under 
a condition, realizes itself. On the other hand, Nagelsbach, Thiersch, Stadel- 
mann, and Crusius explain it as an aorist conj., with the short vowel for the 
long one; “ for,” says Crusius, ‘it is only an assumed case, which at the 
moment of speaking does not belong to the reality.” ‘‘ The future, like the 
aorist, is used to denote the repetition of an action. The aorist sets forth 
the repetition as experience and reality, but the future as a mere conception 
and possibility. The question here is certainly more of a matter of fact, rest- 
ing upon experience, than of a phenomenon conceived of as merely possible. 
The conjunctive aorist, therefore, is better supported than the indicative 
fature.” St. The only difference between the two, in this and similar cases, 
is a slight variety in the form in which we understand the idea to have pre 
sented itself to the poet’s mind. Either explanation is perfectly admissible. 
—xieni, from an obsolete XEPH2; positive in form, but comparative in 
meaning, according to Passow and Pape, from ysie, signifying properly, 
under the hand, i. e. subject to the power of another, but always used in the 
sense of inferior to, in antithesis to xesicewy and the like. See Crusius’s Lex- 
icon, in verb. — sietg, &c. Observe the number of limiting and qualifying 
particles in this line. The subject of the passage is the advantage which a 
powerful man has in a quarrel with an inferior. The leading idea is, that, 
though he may check his wrath for the time being, he is sure at last to find 
or make an opportunity for revenge. ag is the logical particle, introducing 
the ground or reason for a previous statement, but yet, in position, never 
standing at the beginning of a clause; sis, the hypothetical particle, 
followed by the aorist conj.; +s, a slight connective ; ys emphasizes yéAey, 
and xai does the same with adriyay. In the old English, a similar redun-'‘ 
dancy of particles often occurs; but it is difficult, if not impossible, to find 
equivalents for the scarcely perceptible shadings of the early Greek. We 
might translate this line, For and if he should digest his wrath indeed, and 
for the day. Jn the next line, too, the particles rs and x«/ present a like 
difficulty, though their individual force is not unfelt; +s indicates an addi- 
tional, as £AAa does a contrasted, clause or proposition; x«/ emphasizes 
iriver. Translate, But yet afterwards, too (not for the day only), ke holds 


448 NOTES. 


@ grudge, until he may have fulfilled it. — 3, a simple connective particle, 
instead of an inferential one, and do yox, instead of, do you therefore. — 
Gedees, 1. aor. mid. inf., consider, deliberate, make up your mind. — 1, 
alternative conjunction, one branch of the alternative being understood, whether 
or not. — sasess, Epic form of eaeus. cote means not only to save, but 
to carry safely through, to bear safely, &. It is used, for instance, of a ship 
which brings the passengers safely into port. Translate, whether you will 
hold me safe. 

84-91. Tir 3...7Ayiaagds. “ By this participle (dwapssCéueves) the 
mode and manner of address is indicafed. With reepect to the usage of the 
Greek language, it is to be remarked, that, with a large number of verbs, it 
denotes a personal object by the accusative, where other languages apply the 
dative. The simple sense might have been sufficiently expressed by réy 3’ hus/~ 
Csee; but the poet wished to give a distinct and particular idea of the address 
being directed ¢o Calchas, and therefore added wgecifn.” St. —— Saugeneas. 
The participle has a great variety of applications in Greek. It may be ren- 
dered here, either with sii as an imperative, be of good courage and tell, or 
adverbially, tell courageously. — Sserpswsev, a sign sent from God; according 
to Buttmann (Lexilogus), something which is shown forth by the gods (from 
weiruy, to come to light), an oracle or command of the gods. — i ua. The 
particle of adjuration, «<, is used only in negations, whether with or without 
the negative ef, which gives it the force of repetition; No, by Apollo, no. 
The particle yaée implies that the declaration of Achilles is the ground upon 
which the priest may take courage. — rs. ‘The Epic language may add 
the enclitic particle +s to all the relatives in secondary clauses, in order to 
bring out and define more exactly the mutual relation of the principal and 
secondary clause.” St. Wehave a similar usage in English, and may render, 
by Apollo, dear to Zeus, and to whom you pray. — Siergetins = Stowgisria. 
——iwi, with a dative, in reference to place, as with the genitive, serves 
to express the idea of remaining in a place. — dsexopive. This expres- 
sion is used to give greater animation to the sentence, -—as long as I live and 
see, upon the earth. — xeid.ms. seiAm is a common epithet of a ship in Ho- 
mer, as expressing one of the attributes most obvious to the eye, the ships 
‘being without decks. — Bagsias xsigas iweiess. The general idea of dcing 
violence is expressed in a more animated manner by this term, no one shall 
lay heavy hands upon you. — 09 fv Avapinveva sivas, literally, not even if 
yow should say Agamemnon, i. e. not even Agamemnon shall lay violent 
hands upon you, if you should mention him, — if you should say he did it. 
‘‘ There is hore an attraction of the accusative, where Agamemnon is made 
the object. In this way the secondary clause is more closely united to the 
principal, and with that, in a measure, blended into one.” St. — “ sysres 


ILIAD, L 449 


slvas,” says Crusius, “is not gloriatur, but profitetur esse. Plato, Gorg. p. 449, 
B, explains it by iwayyiaarsras, announces himself. In that age, when no 
ceremony or false modesty had worked its way into the manners, which fore 
bids to praise or even to mention one’s own virtues or merits, every one 
boasted of what he believed himself to be, of what he was. The, bard said, 
*I am a divine singer’; the prince, ‘I am the messenger of Zeus.’” The 
word then does mean to boast, and it is undoubtedly characteristic of the sim- 
ple, unaffected manners of the heroic age. The tone of the allusion to the 
pretensions of Agamemnon harmonizes with the impatient temper of Achil- 
les, and clearly evinces that he has no idea of yielding to the elder chief the 
self-assumed superiority. 

92-100. cies 34. These two particles are emphatic, and the omission of 
either would mar the sense, then already, or then indeed. — guduwy, blameless, 
nof necessarily in a moral sense, but in reference to any distinguishing qual- 
ity. It is an epithet of honor, and may generally be rendered noble or 
illustrious. — de’ refers to what bas gone before, and gives te the sentence 
some such meaning as, “ Well, then, since you are so urgent, I will tell you, 
he neither,” &c. Kiihner gives it a somewhat different turn. ‘‘ With this 
eb’ de’....ebf the speaker begins his address, when he encounters a false 
view,” i. e. these particles serve to contradict a previously formed opinion 
or expectation. —irsx’ serves to emphasize denraeos, and to give greater 
weight to the genitive, as expressing the actual cause or origin of Apollo's 
wrath. — ceivsx’ ae’, for this cause then, i. e. for this cause I repeat it. The 
repetition of the particle dca has this force here. — Ovd’ sys weiv....agiv y’. 
sys is emphasized by the particle; and the same effect is had in the second 
wey by the repetition of the particle. ‘The fear which Calchas felt in the 
presence of Agamemnon caused doubtless the omission of the accusative 
*Ayapuinvere.” St. The accusative of the subject is, however, often omitted 
in such a connection, and the action expressed in its most general and indef- 
inite form, the person who is to perform the action being supplied mentally ; 
before restoring. The aorist (déusvas) here expresses an action which at the 
time of speaking is in fact future, but is conceived by the speaker for the 
moment as past, the speaker's mind running forward to the time when the 
act of restitution will have been accomplished. —idixeeide. Probably from. 
ia, an epithet descriptive of the quickness and vivacity which characterized 
the Grecian eye, and which mark the Oriental nations generally ; rolling- 
eyed, or quick-eyed. — dwgiarny, avamreyver. Not tautological, — unbought, 
wnrunsomed. — Xevenv, Chryse, the place. — ries, then, i. e. if all this were 
done. —iracedusyve, huving, by all these means, rendered him propitious. — 
wswilejuesy. The second aorist of the active and middle often takes the 
reduplication in the Epic language. The optative here expresses the possibility 
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of the action : and the tense (2. aor.) represents it in a light different from 
the present, though we have to translate it by the present. Is describes not 
an attempt which may be successful under certain conditions, but takes it up 
a8 an accomplished fact, the conditions remaining the same, and only the 
point of time changed ; i. e. the time in the speaker's mind being advanced 
into the future. 

101-105. Qeivss d&scQyueirasvar, The diaphragm or midriff was consid- 
ered by the ancients as the seat of the intellect and the soul. Different 
explanations have been given of the epithet du@iutramas (black or darkened 
round). 1. That it refers to the physical quality of the diaphragm, which 
was fancied to be of a dark color. 2. That, being placed within the body, 
it is involved in perpetual darkness. 3. That it has an adverbial sense, 
expressive of the effect of the verb viswAave’, was darkly filled, or rather, 
was durkened over by being filled. — ees, Homeric for gress, dual. — oi, 
dative. The dative often denotes a personal object, near or in the presence 
of which an action is performed, having reference to that object ; accordingly, 
the dative is the case which denotes the person to which any thing pertains 
or belongs. —Aapaseswv7:. ‘The fire alone was not sufficient for the 
vivacity of the poet's delineation, but, to accomplish his object, be brought 
prominently forward the flusking, and in a peculiar rhythmical series, inas- 
much as he chose to compare the eyes, not to fire in general, but to its 
brightness. The furm of this verb, which occurs but seldom, may properly 
be derived from an assumed form Aapvirns, a8 téysrdw, from svyiens. A 
prolongation of the mixed vowel #, formed by contraction into ew, also occurs 
here.” St.—iixeny, syncopated form for ioxe‘eny, pluperfect with sense of the 
imperfect. — wperiera, a double superlative, not unfrequently occurring in 
Homer. — zd’ dveéssv0s, looking evil, i. e. with a look that threatened evil; 
with angry look. “I will speak daggers.” Shakspeare. 

106 —120. pave: xaxav, prophet of evil, —é xaxd pavriveptves. Eusta- 
thius. The omission of the article marks the indefiniteness of the expressiun. 
—— 78 xenyuer, the thing that is good. Some of the grammarians translate it 
true; but that meaning does not suit the passage. According to Buttmann, 
it is connected with yetoines.— cre xax’. “od in this place denotes that 
- which according to the general or common acceptation is called xaz@d. The 
article form rd is therefore placed here, a pronoun with a demonstrative 
force, in order to set forth the xaxdé as an object already known, or sufficient- 
ly discussel.” St.— iriasesas. The soothsayer, according to the belief 
of the ancients, not only predicts the fature, but has the power also of bringing 
it to pass. — ws 34. “3%, with those particles which give an explanation, 
expresses that the matter is simply so and so, and there is no need of seeking 
farther for a solution.” Hartung. ss after dyepsiss == ior1. — medons Areva, 
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ransom for the maiden. —wpeliloora, I prefer, constructed with acc. and 
gen. Clytemnestra was the wife of Agamemnon, and daughter of Tynda- 
reos and Leda. She was therefore sister of Helen, the cause of the war. — 
nevenins. ‘If we compare all the passages where xeveid:es occurs, so far 
is clear, that it means wedded, and is opposed to the union between master 
and slave, or to concubinage. . . . . The idea of marriage is evident, therefore, 
in xeveidies, the true, legitimate, through which the words ae, yuva, first 
receive the idea of Ausband, wife.” Buttmann, Lexilogus, pp. 393, 394. — 
Sev, Epic for aides. “The local terminations -é;, -¢sy, 0s, in the Epic language, 
often take the place of the case inflexion.” St.— dias, build, stature. — 
Qn, growth, form ; or development of form, figure. — ¢eivas, sense, intellect. — 
teya, works, i.e. skill in performing the feminine labors, such as weaving and 
embroidering, that were customary in the Homeric age. Observe the two 
pairs of correlatives, ob....0008, edr’....e07s. ——-@AA& xal as, bet even so, 
ji. e. notwithstanding she possesses all these advantages. — Bevacu’, I would 
rather, This word is often used in the sense of to prefer, instead of Bovrarcbas 
maArey. Kiihner, however, says, — “ In many places the 4 is incorrectly re- 
garded as a comparative, when it is nothing else than a disjunctive.” — 
a’ree stands at the beginning of a sentence, and denotes a sudden transition. 
—«abriz’ strengthens the idea. — yieas, prize, guerdon, i. e. the portion of 
the booty or captives in war which was assigned to a chieftain. — é9ea, Poet. 
for tva.—% = éei, but St. says, “ céys, with the force of a pronoun, referring 
forward, and with the sense of ixs7vs, so that ¢ retains its signification as a 
relative, and is not explained by érs.” —ieysea: #AAn, t8 going elsewhere, is 
passing from me to another. | 

121-129. woddexns, nearly equivalent to wédas dxvs, but literally, strong- 
footed. Swiftness of foot, a most important attribute for the warriors of that 
age, both in the race and in the pursuit of the enemy, is constantly assigned 
to Achilles. — xid:ert, Qidcxrtzvéracs. Among the free-spoken chiefs in 
the Grecian camp, no great delicacy or consistency was observed in the 
choice of epithets. Each man gave utterance to the thought that was in his 
mind, and the language which represents this trait will sometimes contain 
apparently contradictory expressions and epithets. — ras yde, for how? 
yap serves to strengthen the interrogative, or perhaps suggests some such 
expression as, Thox hust made an unreasonable demand; according to 
Kiihner it conveys the idea of surprise, How in the world !— vd’ implies 
another and previous reason, not expressed, only hinted at, perhaps somes 
thing like this, — “‘ We should not, indeed, be inclined to yield to your de- 
mand, if we had ever so much undivided plunder ; Suz the fact ia, we no longer 
know,” &c. The 3: in o3i may be conceived as having its correlative in 


‘this mentally supplied portion of the thoughts of Achilles. — ra piv, instead 
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Of 4 pbs. — al ai webs, of ever; af ns = si ds = lav; well, the local adverb, 
used in the sense of the temporal weri. — dee, epic for dg. 

130-147. dyabés wre iv. The enclitic ese is the shortened form of the 
adverb wie, and signifies very, being very brave, brave us you are, i.e. it is 
unbecoming so brave a man as you are to try such underhand methods of 
gaining an unfair advantage. Nigelsbach, however, says, —“‘ia» is to be 
taken causaliter,” i. e. “do not, because you are a very brave man,” &. — 
sriers voy, think to cheat. — wagtasiesa:, & word borrowed from the race- 
course, pass by, outrun; here signifying overreach.— spe’, here a particle 
of time, while; it may, however, mean in order that, since the phrase to 
which it belongs comes in before the infinitive with its accusative, and may 
be considered as expressing the relation of design or purpose. ‘The sense is, 
‘Dost thou wish, alone of us two, to have a gnerdon?’ «iris serves here 
to emphasize the subject implied in i#iass, which is thus at the same time 
put in contrast with Agamemnon.” St. — atcrws, commonly rendered vainly, 
idly ; properly go, i. e. s0 as it (the thing in question, aves, it) would make 
the cuse. Here, ‘‘ Would you have me sit down destitute, as I should be were 
your demand complied with? Do you wish me to sit idly down, and sub- 
mit to be deprived of my guerdon?” — «i piv devoves....cvrdtioy torate 
The completion of the sense must be supplied mentally. We must imagine 
it to have been conveyed by a tone or gesture of the speaker. In many 
cases, the full meaning of the Homeric words must be felt by keeping 
present to the mind the mimetic and dramatic character of this poetry, which 
was composed to be delivered with soime degree of action, and not to be 
silently read. The sense of course is, “If the Greeks will give me a prize 
which shall be a satisfactory equivalent, why, very well; but if not,” &.— 
si ysiv....tf 38, correlatives. The first takes an indicative; the second si, 
being followed by xs, is == idy, and takes the conjunctive dewes, the Homeric 
form of the 3. pers. pl. 2. aor. conj. — iva di xav abrde TAwpas, but then 
I will take one for myself. The Homeric language often adds to the conjunc- 
tive the particle &» or xs, although the relation of condition is sufficiently ex- 
pressed by the conjunctive alone. — aieés, myself, in my own person, and 
not through another. — &%w tas». ‘* The speaker's ardor of feeling led him 
to the repetition of the expression, in which at the same time the idea is 
still more enhanced by a%w#. The change from the middle to the active is 
also to be noted.” St. — xsyeAderras. “This future denotes something fixed 
and permanent.” St.— psrafeaciuscba xa) aveis, we will consider at another 
time hereafter. ai increases the force of the expression, implying another 
deliberation besides that which has already taken place. — vite mirniar, the 
dark ship, ‘* probably from the color which wood acquires by exposure to 
the wind and weather, or, according to others, from the paint with which the 
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ships were painted.” Cr. and K,— igdevopsy = levewpsy, conj., with shortened 
vowel, like d&ysipopesy for &ysiowpsy, Ssiogesy for Sajusy. — iairndis, sometimes 
incorrectly explained as an abbreviation for ig:rndsis, but in reality an 
adverb meaning sufficiently, suitably, in suffictent numbers. — Brieonsy. The 
1. aor. and fut. of Beivw have the transitive meaning, to cuuse to go; here, let 
us put on board. — Bovanpéers, counsel-giving, i. e. one of the nobles or chiefs 
who were alone admitted to the BolAs.—ierw. “The transition from the 
conjunctive form to the imperative ind‘cates the relation between these two 
modes ; for both refer the predicate to the present or future, and hence the 
conjunctive may assume the function of the imperative.” K.—‘Exdseyoy, 
far-working, the fur-hitter, = tenCsres. “The epithets txares, ixdseyes, 
ixnCsaces do not designate a god, working, performing ixn7., but one work- 
ing, hurling ixdés, from his own distance, iavisibly, The god does not 
receive an epithet compounded with rs, because this would not, like ixds, 
denote the separation and remoteness of the worker, but the wide extent of 
the effect.” Nitzsch. —irdeesa:, the ancient and simple form for iAdeonas. 
—— ised piZas. The aorist tense is not to be translated performing, but having 
performed ; i. e. the reconciliation of the god will only be effective after the 
performance of the atoning ceremonies. 

148-171. dwédeu tex. The adverb is from dridexxer, and means look- 
ing from below, i. e. with scowling eyebrows, the natural language of 
wrath ; hence, wrathfully; the acc. ¢éy to be constructed with weecifn. — 
évasdsiny iessietvs. In the conception of the Homeric age, and of the East 
generally, the qualities of the mind and character are often poetically repre- 
sented as garments wherewith the man is clothed. — wsiénra:. The con- 
janctive is often used in questions of hesitation or doubt; hence called con- 
junctivus deliberativus. — sdev, a way; differently explained, as meaning, 
according to the ancient grammarians, an ambuscade ; or in general, a jour- 
ney, whether a foray for plunder, a march, or an embassy. — iAdipsvai.... 
paxsebas. These infinitives express the object of the obedience implied in 
wtibnras. — dvdedeir, dative of company. “ The dative of company or union 
stands with verbs of contending.” K.—v. 152. “In this verse Achilles 
speaks especially of himself, and makes the transition to this topic by the 
particle yée. The connection of the thoughts is therefore to be made out by 
some such addition as this: ‘ We, and especially I, have been doing such deeds 
hitherto for your benefit, and not from any personal interest. For I came 
not hither on account of,’ &c.” St. ives is emphatic, J came not, whatever 
others may have done.— eos airios. eos, the dative, indicates the person 
with respect to whom an action is performed or a relation exists, the per- 
gon who is interested in any action or relation ; they are not guilty towards 
me; they have done nothing to me for which I should wish to fight them. — 
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o03t wiv. The particle zis in such connections, = psy, serves for affirmation, 
and emphasizes the idea contained in the clause where it occurs; ‘“‘nor even 
my horses,” as if horses were a more common and desirable object of plunder 
than cows. Forays of the kind here indicated were common enterprises, and, 
like piracy, were not held criminal in the opinions of the heroic age. — Ba- 
viaveien. ayne in such compositions means a hero, a brave man; Buwridviuea, 
sustaining heroes. —v. 157. <A picturesque line. exsésvra refers to the for- 
ests on the Thracian and Macedonian mountains, not to the shadows cast by 
the mountains themselves. — eiexy; here vengeance, satisfaction. — xvvera, 
dog-fuced. ‘The ancients regarded the dog as the image of impudence. It 
will be observed that the heroes, when angry, never mince the matter, but 
call each other unscrupulously by the hardest names.— ray, these things, 
i. e. the things included in the general statement just made. — psrareivn. 
This verb properly means to turn one’s self about for the purpose of looking 
at something ; hence metaphorically to regard, to care for, and in this meta- 
phorical sense it takes the genitive. ‘‘ Many verbs which properly express 
the idea of a hasty motion towards an end, and then are transferred to a 
mental effort and desire, take a genitive.” K.—-xai 37. According to 
Hartung, these two particles are used when the discourse passes from the 
general to the particular. Perhaps they are rather used to introduce some- 
thing which, under the circumstances already described, is intended to be set 
forth as peculiarly unjust, insulting, or surprising. — se, constructed with 
aéwsiaus. St. remarks,— ‘In this connection the expression gains in 
strength: Thou threatenest, not in quiet, or in my absence, but to my 
very face.” — » iw:, anastrophe for i¢’ g ; iv/ with the dative here expresses 
the object or aim of the toils of Achilles. — 3eray 3, an instance of the direct 
form of speech to which the Greek strongly inclines. The accusative of the 
object is not expressed, which would be + == aies, instead of the relative @. 
— viss Ayam, & poetical expression for ’Ayasoi, “which,” says St., “ denotes 
the fresh and youthful life of the Achzans.” —vv. 163, 164 are explained by 
St. thus:— “eb....wees....dym, éraors....ixvieewe’; the connection of the 
conjunctive with the futurum exactum, cf. XI. 365, occurs elsewhere also. 
The negative od, which is here used, and is always referred to a negation 
observed in the outward world, is no objection to our taking ix for the con- 
junctive form. On the other hand, the added wers clearly indicates the ref- 
erence of the conjunctive jy# to some remote future. of si» expresses the 
certainty with which it may be seen beforehand that something will not 
be done after the destruction of Troy. ot mi» for ot sv. The sense is 
here, — ‘ Truly the present does not permit me to expect that I shall have,’ 
i.e. get.” St.’s explanation is probably incorrect. It rests on the supposi- 
tion that Achilles is speaking of the futwe, when in fact he is speaking of the 
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past, including the present. The wreAiséeer does not mean, as he supposes, 
the city of Troy, but a city of the Trojans, many such cities, in the Trojan 
empire, having been destroyed in the course of the war, before the downfall 
of the capital itself; moreover, seers properly means not when, but when- 
ever, implying the frequent happening of an event. The particle giv, v. 163, 
is not then for «sv, but rather the correlative of daad, v. 165. fixe is in- 
dicative, simply stating the fact.. Translate, J never have a prize equal to 
yours, whenever the Greeks may have destroyed a well-inhubited city of the 
Trojuns. The same idea is expanded and particularized in the following 
lines, ér&e 4» wees, &c. As to the expression fry vos, equul to you, it is the 
abbreviated form, so common in Greek, by which the comparison is made — 
between the object on one side, and the person on the other, instead of be- 
tween the two objects. Its object is either to shorten the expression, or per- 
haps, according to St., it indicates the kindling imagination of the poet, which 
idéntified, as it were, the thing with the person. xduas yacirioow éuaias is 
an example of the same. The idea when analyzed is, hair so beautiful that it 
resembles the hair of the Graces; but the words mean, hair like the Graces; 
as if, in the ardor of excitement, the poet exaggerated the comparison into 
resemblance between the beautiful locks and the Graces themselves. ‘ Hence,” 
continues St., “in the words eo: Tro, the poet may have had in his mind the 
conception, —a prize, which in respect of greatness and value, should corre- 
spond to thy efforts, thy merits, and consequently should, as it were, be like 
thyself. We say in common life, — ‘ This looks precisely as if it came from 
you, as if it were said, or written, or painted by you ; this conduct looks 
exactly like you.’” — oid «’ siw....cQvte. This passage has been variously 
explained. The most common interpretation is, Nor do J, being dishonored, 
(i. e. dishonored by you as I am), think that you will amass, &c.; ¢’ stand- 
ing for cs. Another refers &rims0s iov to Agamemnon, making it a negligent 
use of the nominative for dripoy ieven > but &ri0s would hardly mean the 
sort of dishonor which this would assign to Agamemnon ; it rather expresses 
the dishonor which one receives by being wronged, insulted, or denied a 
request. Another interpretation makes «’ stand for ¢o, and gives to éiw the 
sense of intend, purpose ; Nor do I mean, being dishonored by you, to accumu- 
late for you, &c. I incline, on the whole, to the first and received explana- 
tion, which implies that Achilles thinks that Agamemnon will not be able to 
command success without his aid. : 

172-187. iporys. The particle ys emphasizes the pronoun, with me, 
me, whatever might happen to others under similar circumstances. It serves 
to enhance the importance of the speaker, and to make him, as it were, the 
central object. —— xa) £22.0, others too. The force of xai is to give point to 
the AA, and to intimate that, in the opinion of Agamemnon, Achilles is not 
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eo much above the others as he seemed to think. — xi. The particle x{, or 
&», is in the Epic language often used with the future indicative, to add the 
idea of probability, or that the thing will be done when occasion serves, not 
positively and unconditionally. — cipseove:, will honor, referring, however, 
to the same view of honor as is expressed in dries, &e. ; i.e. the granting 
his demand, or making restitution for what he is going to surrender for 
the common good.— «es qualifies the positiveness of the statement ; lit. 
somewhere, or somehow. It would hardly be expressed in English. — céys. 
The particle ys here, too, emphasizes the word to which it is joined ; it seems 
to hint that though the other qualities of Achilles were not the gift of God, 
this, the only undeniable superiority he possessed, was no merit of his, but 
an attribute bestowed on him from heaven, and therefore not to be boasted 
of. — Mugpsdovseesx. The Myrmidons were an Achzan tribe, led by Peleus 
from ZEgina into Thessaly. Their chief seat was Phthia. — dpassiras takes 
twe accusatives. — x’ dyw, present for future, and the particle xs conditions 
the action somewhat ; not exactly J will bring her, but rather, you may ex~ 
‘pect that I shall; I shall be likely to do it. — aibeds inv, going in person. — 
sidne, conj. perf. — xai dAX0¢, another too, and not you alone. —"Ieoy....zvrns, 
to say he is equal to me, and to confront himself with me; or perhaps more 
“exactly, taking the middle sense of the verb, to say to himself, i. e. to think 
himself equal, to aspire to an equality with me. é&yray implies a personal 
confronting, an actual assuming of an equality, a carrying into effect the 
aspiration expressed in the first part of the verse. The passive form égew- 
éicsves has the middle or ‘reflexive signification, not the passive. 

188 — 201. dyes, pain, a disagreeable impression in general; it may be 
anger or disgust. — i» 3i, and within; iv standing alone has an adverbial 
force. — Aaviewi, hairy, an epithet denoting manly vigor. -— éys seems to 
bring prominently forward Achilles, the subject of these clauses. — reis piv, 
those, i. e. the princes who were sitting in council round Agamemnon. — é«- 
eriesss, literally, cause to stand up, i. e. start from their seats, remove them 
from their places in order to make his way to Agamemnon. — véAev wavessy 
and ienrdesus Supcy are not, as the Scholiast says, tautological ; the former 
is special, stop his anger ; the latter is general, quiet or check his passion. — 
35 after fAxsro connects it with Seuass.—di after Fads, then; then came 
Athene, The wise thoughts and resolutions of the heroes are the work 
of Athene.— ps, forwards, or forth. —arbis xéuns, blond or yellow 
air. The poets give the heroes who are most distinguished for beauty 
‘hair of this color. ——- ius 34+ the adjective used as an attributive of the 
verb, in an adverbial sense. This form gives a more lively and poetical 
character to the expression than the adverbial. in an elevated style, we 
sometimes use the same construction in English; Aer eyes shone terrible, 
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for térribly.— Gdarbey == ifarhir, for ipdwdacay. — wrigsera, winged. 
“This epithet expresses not only the idea.of swiftness, but also that of flying 
forth.” St. 

202 ~ 205. vives == eigers. woers in such a connection gives a tone of 
surprise to the question; why is the world? — aiyisye0, egis-bearing. “Th 
Homer the egis is the fearfully gleaming shield which Zeus brandishes in 
his right hand. Hephestos made it, see v. 740. Hence the word is best 
derived from :%, a storm. Others derive aiyis from «i%, a goat, according 
to which it signifies a. goat-shin.” (Cr. ‘‘ Probably this epithet stands in 
connection with the goat Amalthea. For the Greeks it was a sublime idea, 
and probably expressed the perpetual and close connection of Zeus with ex- 
ternal nature, in which he had already stood as a child.” St.— rixes. 
** Achilles addresses her, not as a goddess, but simply as the daughter of 
Zeus, in order to express that he thereby distinguishes her from every 
other goddess.” St.— ira. # is sometimes used as an interrogative, in 
the sense of isit? “It is often used when the person asking the question 
answers conjecturally a preceding question.” Cr.— aad gives animation 
to the expression. —ix, out, J will speak out ; adverbial.——+é with the force of 
& pronoun. — dwseerAine:. Abstract nouns are often put in the plural, as if 
they embraced in one view a number of instances or acts. Probably the con- 
eeption in the poet’s mind was of many single acts of insolence, out of which 
the abstract idea of insolence grew. — éAieen, conj. aor., expressing a condi- 
tional future, or something which from the present condition of affairs may 
be expected to happen. This condition is more fully expressed by the addi- 
tion of the particle xi or av. — Suué» here means life. 

210. sndi == wad ses, and do not. 

Q11. @ar’ dros, but yet. It introduces something which is conceded, after 
something else has been forbidden.— és ivivai wie = Sewse icsvas, as it 
shail be, i. e. as occasion shall serve. 

212. 3 3% nai, and it shall be accomplished, too, i. e. not only anid, but 
done : zai emphasizes the declaration. 

213, xai wert. The sentence introduced by these particles expresses 
what it is that is to be fulfilled, and therefore, logically speaking, the xai 
is not needed. Without it the sentence is, Same time there will be bestowed 
on you thrice as great splendid gifts, in atonement for this insult. Dut, in 
the freedom and fiow of the Epic style, the connection of thought and ex- 
pression easily changing in the poet’s mind, the sentence which describes the 
mode in which the fulfilment or satisfaction is to be made is juined by’ 
connective particle, xai, to the prediction of the fulfilment :—- But I will spea® 
out to you, and that which I say shall be fulfilled, AMD some time thrice as great 
wplendid gifts, &c. 

89 
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216. e@wieresy ys. The dual possessive, referring to Here and Athené. 
— sigtveracbas, to obey, to observe. 

217. wai pra ase = xaivse ura. 

218. para ¢” txAvev airev. The particle es is used in the Epic language 
to express the mutual relation of different members of a sentence; whoever 
obeys the gods, him too they willingly hear. The imperfect here is used as an 
aorist, to designate a repeated or customary action. 

221. BsCsus. This pluperfect is sometimes said to be used in the sense 
of the imperfect ; but that is not exactly the case. It denotes her instanta- 
neous disappearance ; she had gone. 

225. The abusive epithets in this line are characteristic of the violence 
of Achilles, and of the heroic age; literally, heavy with wine, having the face 
of a dog, but the heurt of a stag. ‘The stag was the symbol of cowardice. 

227. rbverd’ fives, to go into an ambuscade, to lie in ambush. The Homeric 
Greeks regarded this as a proof of bravery quite as great as fighting in the 
open field. ' . 

228. xie = Sdvares. — sidsras = Gaivsras. 

229. 7. A particle of affirmation used ironically. 

280. seess. The antecedent demonstrative is understood, — from him 
who. — ciésv, gen. The force of the genitive here is, according to Nigels- 
bach, any thing which, considered from your point of view, looked at with yous 
eyes, isoffensive. The relation of opposition usually takes the dative, though 
‘often also the genitive. 

231, 232. Anpeo€deos....AwCheaso! According to Eustathius, ss must be 
supplied ; then translate, Thou art a people-devuuring king, since thou reignest 
over the worthless, or thou wouldst now have injured for the last time. This is 
not quite satisfactory. It is better to consider dnpeoCsgos BacsAsds as an eX- 
clamation in the nom. for voc. ; the particles 4 yée do not easily adapt them- 
selves to the above translation ; 4 is the particle of asseveration, and yd 
hints at something to be mentally supplied : “TI will tell you this, for assuredly 
thou canst not be allowed, so far as I am concerned, to do any thing wrong ; 
this is the last time thou shalt insult me.” Perhaps the ideas and connection 
are something like this: -— People-devouring king! for thou devourest the people 
over whom thou reignest, and who are so abject as to submit to thee ; I speak to 
thee boldly, for most assuredly this is the last time thou shalt injure me. 

' 233-239. iwi, with adverbial sense, thereto, i.e. in addition to, or contir- 
mation of, my words. — dexev. ‘The chiefs were accustomed to swear by the 
sceptre, as the sacred symbol of power and justice. The description of the 
sceptre, then, gives force by the details of its origin, and the purpose for which 
it is used gives force to the oath. — wsei, used adverbially, round about. -— 
zeAxis. The material put poetically for the instrument.— weds Ausés, at 
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the command of Zeus, or under the direction of Zeus, by his authority. —. 
slgdacas for siguvcas == Ieuyra:, syncopated form of the pres. mid., guard, 
sustain, administer. — 6 3i....dexes, and it shall be a great oath for you; i. ©. 
great or fearful for the consequences it shall entail upon you. 

240 — 244. "Aysrrates webi, longing for Achilles, gen. of cause, on account 
of. — %sras takes the accusative without a preposition, shall come upon. — 
vtpraveas, emphatic, all, without exception. — etr,, not ut all, expressive of 
the entire impossibility of helping them. —sdr’ a», Epic for sray, when. — 
“ $e in the relation of cause is constructed with the genitive, in connection 
with passive and intransitive verbs, to indicate the person who is the source 
or originator.” K. It may be rendered here, at the hands of. — amogus, 
thou shalt gnaw. — ée’, i.e. srs. “‘ With ées an argument is maintained ; 
but with gre the circumstance is set forth, with which the occasion of a 
complaint, anxiety, &c., is given.” Nitzsch. srs, when, in this connection 
is equivalent to inasmuch as. — obdiv, in no respect. 

245, 246. weri. Adverbial, for the more precise limitation of the dative 
yeiy, a dative which expresses the object towards which an action tends, but 
not the direct object. The dashing of the sceptre to the ground is in keeping 
with the passionate character of Achilles. Such proprieties are always ob-. 
served by Homer. — wsraesdvor, pierced, studded. ‘* Even in the midst of 
an animated narrative, the poet, with Epic repose, assigns to the sceptre an 
apparently unimportant epithet, precisely as if that were of higher signifi- 
cance for the picture.” St. 

248. dvieoues, sprang up; a stronger expression than dviern, which often 
stands in a similar connection. — 

249 - 253. The description of Nestor’s eloquence is atrikingly pictu- 
resque. fei xal awé yawcens, and from his tongue. xa/i connects the more 
particular description of this line with the general one of the preceding. 
Observe the flow of the verse, and the manner in which the sound corre- 
sponds to the sense; the rhythm beautifully represents the thoughts. — ra, 
to him. The dative is often used to express the relation of in the time of. 
Here translate, in his life, or in his day. — igéia@. This form is sometimes 
explained as a syncopated aorist (ipéiunv instead of igé/eunv) ; but the com- 
mon explanation, that it is pluperfect, is better; had perished, hud died. — 
weerbsy, before, i. 6. in relation to the present moment, in the earlier part of 
_Nestor’s life. — redger (for ivetpneay) 93’ iyiverro. According to some, a 
hysteron proteron, such as sometimes occurs in the artless style of the Ho- 
meric poems. But, as St. remarks, two generations are here spoken of; 
one, of those who grew up (reé¢s») with Nestor, being his coevals ; the other, 
of those who were born later (say thirty years, the computed length of a 
generation), iyivevre. Then came the third generation, with whom he was 
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now reigning. This would make Nestor some eighty years old. —rpivde 
wees, Epic form for cpgiresn. 

254-284. This speech of Nestor is very happily conceived. He begins 
with expressions of sorrow for the discord of the kings, which will be a joy to 
the enemy. He calls on them both to listen to the voice of his long experi- 
ence, and reverts to the past, to show that greater men than those with whom 
he is now associated have heard and respected his counsel; and, like an 
old man recalling the scenes of his youth, he dwells at perhaps unnecessary 
length upon his earlier exploits. The result of the whole is very urgent 

“advice to the chiefs to be reconciled. —~ 7 x0 ynbicas. xsv or av in the 
concluding clause, with si in the antecedent ; he sould, if he should. The 
verb in the singular agrees with the nearest nominative. — si fai» edds. 
The verb wurhdvseba: is constracted with the accusative of the thing learned, 
and the genitive of the person of or from whom it is learned. — peaprapeivesss, 
Epic lengthened form of pagvapiveyv. — of wapi, i. e. of wselseerst, which takes 
the genitive of comparison, Aasaav.—~BevAsy means both the place of 
council, and the deliberation or advice itself. ——- «adysedas. An infinitive 
used as a noun, constructed like Bovasy. — daad. Used in exhorting or 
rallying. —~ Zugw 3i. The particle 3i in the simple constructions of Homer 
often connects a clause which in fact states a reason, as a mere addition, the 
logical relation being left fur the hearer to make out from the general bear- 
ing of the discourse. Thus 3i, and, implies in thie place, yée, fur. — dn 
yde wor’. fn connected with weri has the indefinite meaning, muny a time 
and oft. — xai deslerw, even with better; i.e. bold and strong as you think 
yourselves to be, I have associated with your betters. -— si;’, and they 
never ; ys emphasizes the pronoun. — ob yde vw introduces the ground of 
the assertion that the men of former times were superior to the present. 
Observe the repetition of the particle yée, a repetition not uncommon in the 
artless flow of the Homeric style.—0tdi amas. The aor. conj. used as a fu- 
ture, but not as an absolute future. It expresses that something may or may 
not be expected, judging from the present state of affairs; that the speaker 
thinks something likely to happen. — elev, for ofes fx. The relative and the 
subject of the relative are drawn by attraction into the case which is governed 
by 7309 and /3e2:.— Peirithoiis was the king of the Lapithe. The fight of the 
Lapithe and Centaurs, celebrated in song, legend, and art, took place at the 
festival of his marriage with Hippodamia. ‘The Lapithm were an ancient 

‘tribe of Theasaly, round Mount Pelion. — wesmiva Aaa», shepherd of people, 
a very common Homeric designation of a ruler, drawn from the pastoral life 
in the East. — xderiere: wiv. According to St., «ir = six; rather correl- 
ative with xa/in the following clause. — @nec/» = Ineeir, i.e. the Centaurs. 
In Homer they appear as a savage tribe, living near Mount Pelion. The 
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fabulous representation of the Centaur, as half man, half horse, is unknown, 
to Homer. —dwéasccay, i. e. ci Anwibus robs xtvravgous. — xa) wiv = xa). 
pty. — iE adwring yains. ‘* By the equivalent expression cxAéés», the words 
iE awing yains, which are clear without this, are still further explained with. 
Homeric minuteness.” St. The epithet dein is by some taken for the. 
name by which Peloponnesus was at a later time designated, especially in the 
dramatists. But a comparison of the passages where it occurs in Homer. 
(see Od. VII. 25, XVI. 18) shows it to be derived from dqé, and to mean. 
distant. It has, moreover, a short a, while the geographical name, Avia, 
has the A always long.—xadricsavro yde, for they summoned me, i.e. 
caused me to be summoned to their aid. — sac’ ix’ airs». St. says xard 
here means xara dévapiy, according to my power; but xara epias, II. 366, 
apparently a similar construction, means by themselves. If xaré has a 
similar meaning here, it must signify by myself, i. e. not in the mass, but 
conspicuously on my own account, as it were. — Zvvev for Zuviseayv. ‘“‘ The 
meaning of this verb, to attend to any thing, comes from the original signifi- _ 
cation, to bring together, to put together ; to put together in the mind = evs- 
cibsete: Sums. — wiiboves rs by carries out the sense of Bovraimwy Zine, — 
ayatos ree inv, not though being good, but being verg good; i. e. you are too. 
-good a man to think of doing so wrong a thing. — éeeins, equal, i. e. to that 
of Agamemnon. — inpeogs, 2. perf. of psiequas, participated in, shared. — 
exnwrovyos, sceptre-bearing, i. e. reigning. — xagrseés, strong, mighty. —. 
Giersoos, superior, not in physical strength, but in power.—ev 3%. The. 
vocative is often followed by a clause connected by a particle, as 3%. —~ airae. 
tywyst, but J, i.e. even I, not a common man, J supplicate you. — “ xirdée 
and ¢rde stand always at the beginning of a sentence, and express something 
astonishing or surprising, or a sudden transition, or a hasty movement.” 
K. —"Axiaans pabipesy sérov, to give up your anger against Achilles, or to 
give up in favor of Achilles your anger. Dativus commodi. — Sexes wo- 
Aipeose, the bulwark of war, or defence against war. The construction of 
wortuero here is the same as in Atschylus, Ag. 899, Felton’s ed., exia ss- 
giov xuveg, a shade protecting against the dog-star. 

286. Observe the force of the particles va} 3¥....ys. “They imply that 
the truth of all that Nestor has said is fully admitted.— vavrd ye, these. 
things indeed, implying that there are other considerations, not touched upon 
by Nestor, which would put a different aspect on the affalr. — xara poipay, 
uccording to right, truly. 

28R, 289. xearisiy, avieruy, and enpeivesy are not tautolozical. The 
first properly means to hure power over, but not necessarily to exercise it ; 
the second, to exercise kingly or princely power; and the third, to command, 
for instance, as a militarv chieftain. Agamemnon uses these different, 
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words to describe as strongly as possible the excessive ambition of Achilles. — 
d, in respect of which.— ew’, The indefinite eis is often used in the sense 
of many a une. Translate here, in respect to which I do not think there are 
many who will listen to you. Agamemnon means of course to say, that he 
does not intend himeelf to concede these points to Achilles. 

293, 294. ¥ yde. yée implies some unexpressed thought in the mind 
of the speaker. “I have done what is right, for.” — «i 34, if forsooth. — 
war ieyes = iv wees 

295. dares 38. 34 with indefinite pronouns emphasizes them. Here 
it gives an ironical turn to the thought; “otkers, if they are fouls enough to 
obey you.” -—— 4} yee in reference to &AAce, ‘command others, for you 
shall not command me.” —iseys. The particle ys gives the pronoun a 
special emphasis; “ whatever you may do with others, me ut least you shall 
not.” 

296. Sywy’, like tues, is emphatic, and amounts to a repetition of the 
emphatic refusal. -—i¢., still, for the future, any longer. — sia, I intend, not 
T think. The purpose of Achilles ‘is not doubtful. His mind is made up. 

297. iv) geies. “In our mode of speaking, we should give more heed to 
the motion or direction wf the action (expressed in BdrAso) than to the 
rest which follows it, and should rather expect the construction si; Geivas. 
The Greek, however, dwells upon the motion, but regards also the state of 
repose which follows upon the motion, however inappropriate the verb used 
in the sentence may be.” St.—The middle form of BéAaw (GdAAse) indi- 
cates an action that refers to the subject. 

298. ysecl wiv; asif an antithesis with 3 were to follow ;. but, as in 
many other cases, no correlative clause corresponds to it. The particle 3%, 
however, m v. 300, introduces a whole sentence which is correlative. — 
evvos expresses a confident assertion. 

302. 613, dys seviv, &@ Greek idiom, to be explained by supplying the 
ellipsis thus, But &/ you choose, or wish, come on, &. sy strengthens the 
command or summons. — zai 033s, these also; not Agamemnon alone, but 
all who are present. 

803. aifd ru. The connecting particle dea or yée is omitted, and the 
omission adds to the impetuosity of the language of Achilles. 

304-311. rey’, these two; the particle gives emphasis to the pronoun. 
— drrilies: iwiseow, opposing words; i. e. violent words on both sides. — 
TImasiins piv, followed by the correlative, 'Ares/ins 3, v. 308. — dee has a 
special meaning here. It signifies that the statement describes the carrying 
out of a previously formed determination, in accordance with which a 
certain thing is done. — é»& 3i, adverbial, and on board. — siesy dyer, lead- 
sug, seated her, i.e. led her to a seat. — woarvunes, the constant epithet of 
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Odysseus, indicating the intellectual ability with which his measures were 
devised, and the wisdom of his counsels. 

812-317. of seév, followed by Aacks 3.— dyed xidrsoda, watery pathe. 
There seems to be a differénce between the neuter plural xiAsvéa and the 
‘masculine form xéAsuée, inasmuch as the former signifies more commonly a 
number of parts combined into one whole. — aveaupaivicdas. ‘* Here we are 
to understand a symbolical purification from guilt. The Grecian host had 
become polluted by contact with the bodies of those who had died of the 
plague, and at the same time by the offence of Agamemnon, and must, 
therefore, purify themselves before the act of sacrifice.” Niig.— xai sis 
Mra Avtar’ iaarov. The water of purification was cast either into the sea 
or a river, or, in the absence of both, was buried in the ground, to indicate 
symbolically the entire removal of the guilt. “The imperfect, i€aadoy, is 
used to denote the momentary action, which it expresses as operating and 
effective afterwards.” St.—jixacsuCxs. The hecatomb, as its derivation 
indicates, meant originally a hundred cattle; but before the Homeric age, it 
seems to have acquired the general and metaphorical sense of sacrifice. — 
waee Siv’, along the shore, indicating that they were scattered over the beach. 
— adrevyires, from cevyn = xagwis; meaning, thefefore, dxaewos, fruitless, 
barren. “The epithet here stands in no very close connection with the 
action, but serves to excite a natve secondary conception, and therefore 
merely an agreeable entertainment for the fancy of the hearer or reader.” 
St. — lrscoonivn ase) xawvy, whirling itself round in the smoke. sug: is often 
used to indicate objects within which any thing occurs. 

318-321. dé = ratea. —xark ereariy, throughout the camp or army. 
— 0d "Ayapipror, but Agamemnon did not ; i. e. notwithstanding the purifi- 
cation and the sacrifice, Agamemnon did not cease from his wrath. — ien- 
wiiane’, had threatened. iwawudriw takes the acc. of the thing threatened, 
and the dat. of the person.—éa’ sys. In two clauses following each other, 
the subject is often emphatically repeated by dys, to indicate clearly the iden- 
tity of the subjeet in both. —~- srenea Sigdworrs. The heralds were servants 
of the king, both in public and domestic affairs. 

322-325. éyius» The infinitive stands with verbs of going, sending, 
&ec., to denote a purpose or end. — Ei 3% xs pen Benes, lye 36 xsy adres 
frAwpas, see ante, v. 137.—xai emphasizes the comparative, even worse, or 
and it shall be worse, too, for him. 

326 — 333. wpciss. ‘There are in Homer many imperfects, which appear 
to stand for aorists. But they have lasting effects, for the language uses the 
imperfect, when actions, momentary in themselves, are to be represented as 
operating afterwards in the past.” Niig.—xearsgdy 3 iat wibov Irsarss. 
“The Greek words by no means signify merely to deliver a speech. These 
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words of the original can rather be understood of the threatening tone with 
which Agamemnon spoke them, and which was wholly applied: to the sub- 
stance of the words he had already spoken.” St.—-dixorrs. “The poet 
looks, as it were, into the inmost thoughts of the heralds, who naturally 
would not dare to express their reluctance to such a charge.” St. -—— 
Bara, Epic for iCsens.— kei with ixziedny limita more exactly the relation 
denoted by the acc.—s....xai. These correlative particles indicate the 
close and necessary relation by which the two clauses are connected with 
each other. —éga. “This particle indicates the impression which the 
angry countenance of Achilles made upon the heralds.” Hart. — rays. 
ys emphasizes the pronoun. — raghicavrs nai aidopive. The former refers 
to the terror they felt at the sight of Achilles, and the latter to the 
respect they generally entertained for bis person. «ideuas, an old poetic 
form, from which the common form, aidieuas, is derived. — The object of 
tye is understood, and is to be inferred from the connection. He knew whut 
they hud come for, or the whole matter. — ger bv) Pessi, in his own mind. 
334-344. yaigsrs, the usual form of salutation and farewell. — Ajés 
dyysaes. Heralds were called messengers of Zeus, under whose protection 
they stood. They are also called Aw giao, VIII. 517. — #3t xai. Usually 
the particle si» precedes 43i. The particle has no relation to the disjunc- 
tive 4.— egwiv is here the dative dual of the third person. —¢e 3’ aire, 
not the same, as the wotds usually signify, but eevrs ates, these very per- 
sons, these two heralds, the involuntary instruments of the wrong, shall be 
my witnesses. — sess vs, on the part of, acknowledged by, or before. — ste 
wors } murs. 9, i.e. 3%. Wolf and Spitzner connect this directly.with the 
preceding sentence, Let them be witnesses of the wrong I have received, if, 
indeed, hereafter there should be need of me to avert from the others unseemly 
destruction ; implying, of course, that he will not grant them his aid; i. e. 
the apodasis is to be supplied. St. considers the clauses, sivors 3’ adrs....yh- 
yas, and cad aure....terey, as correlative. If ever there should be need, 
&c., then let them be witnesses. Voss supplies ret sexev with pdgruess, and 
begins a new sentence with e/gers, the final clause of which is wanting. 
** Let the heralds be witnesses of this oath, if ever again there should be 
need of me to avert destruction, then!” The sentence must be supposed. 
to be filled out by a look or gesture. — 4 yae. yée introduces a ground for 
an affirmation, which is here to be supplied from the connection; “this, 
certainly will happen, for, in truth,” &c.— eidi ¢4, nor in any respect. ei 
is not the object of 03s, but vojeas, inf., depends upon it; know how to come. 
prehend or look into. — daaus, in what way, by what means. — oi.... Axcastl,, 
they, the Greeks. ; ; 
348. 4 = ales, she; followed at some distance by yur, like of...’ Azgasete’ 


‘ 





ILIAD, I." | 465 


$49. axetras. “ Achilles wept, not on account of the separation from 
his Briseis, but for the dishonor done him by taking away his guerdon. 
Tears were no disgrace to the Homeric hero, for he openly expresses his 
pain and sorrow.” Cr. 

350. wears, olvewa. These epithets must be understood as applied to 
different views of the sea. The first is white or foaming, i. e. near the 
shore ; the second, dark-colored, describes the appearance of the deep water 
at adistance. The epithet cfvewa means properly wine-colored, 

352, 353. ias/....byyuecAes. The particle >1, as usual, serves for empha- 
sis, and to express more strongly that Thetis is really his mother. The 
particle wie, repeated, presents some difficulty. Nagelsbach says, — ‘‘ The 
wie With psvvdediey is simply very. That with the following rizr is the 
Latin utique, through, entirely. For wtique signifies properly uticunque res 
est; i. e. at all events; but wie, according to its fundamental signification, 
very, when it is used in the expression of a claim, demands that to which it 
is joined (i. e. that which is claimed) entirely.” He explains the passage, — 
‘* Since a long life is denied to me, an honored one should be my portion.” 
Taking into view the particles 7 and vie, I think the exact sense of the pas- 
sage is, Since you certainly bore me, though being short-lived (implying an an- 
tithesis between the shortness of his life and his divine birth), Zeus certuinly 
ought to bestow honor upon me; wie after eieyv meaning above all things, or 
Jor special reasons, i. e. for the twofold reason, the shortness of his life, 
and his being the son of a goddess. ‘* The present participle ivr indicates 
absolute certainty, independent of the future.” St. . 

354. edi. To be connected, not with as, but with rucbsy, not even a 
little, not at ail. 

356. tye, when joined with an active participle, generally implies a 
continuance of the action, he has taken and still possesses. — dwovens, 1. 
aor. from daegifw, or adwavecw. “It seems originally to have been pro- 
nounced aweFeds, and from this the form dacFedw, dwavedw, to have 
arisen.” St. Thiersch remarks, — “ The greater part of the grammarians 
have not been prevented by the unusual vowel change, -«v, -ev, from consid- 
ering these participles (dwrovgas, darevedutves) as the aor. 1. of the simple 
verbal stem. Undoubtedly such single cases of an uncertain stem vowel, or 
vowel change, are perfectly consistent with the nature of an ancient lan- 
guage before the times of the art of writing and of learning, when analo- 
gies were forming, but were not so definitely present to the mind of each 
individual as they became afterwards.” 

359. &Aés, gen. of separation. ; 

360. xai ja. “The particle dee is very often used in the Epic poems, 
particularly in narrating events that follow closely upon one another, to con- 
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nect together thoughts which from their intimate union make a whole.” 
Hart. 

861. ix ¢’, entirely out. She said what she had to say, and said it out en- 
tirely. — ivia%sv. Not always called him by name, as the etymology would 
seem to indicate, but simply addressed him. But Nag. says, “‘ svousZuy, 
to utter the name of a thing.” 

362. ¢i....wivbes. ‘‘ This use of language is especially a property of 
Epic poetry, and to be explained by the simplicity of childlike speech, in 
which ideas that in a more correct style are made dependent on each other, 
are placed in the relation of coOrdination with each other.” K.— os and 
Qeives may be said to stand in a sort of apposition ; i.e. the whole, «i, and 
the part, ¢eivas, being put in the same construction. 

363. ikavda, speak out. — sideusy, Epic for sidiepsv. — The reply of Achil- 
les is a fine specimen of simple, unaffected narrative. 

364-412. vin. The pronoun ri, when it means wherefore, and its cor- 
relative ors, because, sometimes add the termination 9.— ayeesdw, conj. in 
a doubtful question. — ites, sacred. ‘“‘ The poet calls countries, cities, and 
islands sacred, in so far as they stand under the protection of a god.” Cr. 
But St., — ‘‘In order rightly to understand the meaning of this adjective . 
in such a position, we must consider that even the walls of Thebes and the 
pinnacles of Troy are also designated by it; ef. 1V. 378, XVI. 100. It 
is also applied to other objects which have no special holiness, nor any 
sort of reverence ; for example, to 3ifgo;, cf. XVII. 464, and even to a fish, 
XVI. 407; and is explained by the Scholiast by psydan and Sevnagrn. 
Homer applies it to several cities; but it can by no means be regarded as a 
predicate, universally applicable to all cities.” It may be remarked, that 
the idea of sacredness, in an early and simple age, would naturally be connect- 
ed with a great variety of objects, whether works of nature, or rcsults of 
the ingenuity of man; more particularly to any thing great, surprising, or. 
overwhelming, but by no means limited to objects of this uncommon de- 
scription, —#yousy. “By the interchange of the aorist with the following 
imperfect, the poet brings out the light and shade on this historical picture ; 
for the imperfect paints the event and allows us to dwell upon it 5 the aorist, 
on the contrary, places the less important and quickly passing action in the 
background. This narrative is, therefore, a clear proof, that, even in the. 
earliest times, cruel and barbarous deeds had already been committed on 
that enchanting coast.” St.—‘ ea wiv = caver pry.” St. iv, howev- 
er, is rather to be regarded as correlative with 3% in the next verse. — ix 3 
tAov, and they chose out, i. e. out of the whole mass of booty. “It belongs 
to the organic development of language, that originally the simple verbs and 
the prepositions adverbially used should be separate and independent. It. 
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was not until a later period that they were united into one word.” St. — 
vv. 371-380, see ante, v. 12, seg. — The verb Jxs takes the acc. and 
dat.—tw’ "Agysiews. The dative is not here constructed with the preposi- 
tion, which only indicates the direction of the shaft. — oi 3i vv. The par- 


_ticle yo is here simply a particle of affirmation or explication. — iwarcvrseo:, 


one after the other, in rapid succession. — abgix’ ive. Achilles here as- 
sumes to himself what had been. proposed by the prophet. —’Aretiova, a 
rarer form for ’Argsidns.— yéros Ades, wrath seized him. “This turn 
of expression denotes the overmastering wrath of Atreides.” St.— é 3y%. 
“ The particle 34 connected with pronouns expresses only distinction, impor- 
tance, &.” St. — “ The signification of rsrsAsemives indicates, that, under 
the term svéos, not merely a word, but still more, an action, viz. that 
of taking away, which Agamemnon had it in mind to commit, is to 
be understood.” St.— edhy setv, her indeed; i. e. Chryseis.— ray diy but 
her, i. e. Briseis. —iCay....2yovrss. ‘* By this position of the participle, 
the departure from the tent is represented as the principal action, and 
the proper predicate of the sentence, they led forth, to a certain extent 
as a secondary circumstance.” St.—aspicxse. swegsixsedai tives, to cling 
round one, to embrace him; hence, to protect or guard him. In this sense, the 
verb takes the genitive. — ines, gen. from iis, brave. Some editors read ines 
aspirated, from the possessive iss, which is sometimes used for the first or 
second person. —"H fau....4i zai fey, proverbial ; equivalent to word and 
deed; but literally, either by word, or by deed also. — Tlorr&xs yae oto, &e., 
For often have I heard you boasting in the house of my futher; i.e. in the 
palace of Peleus, the father of Achilles. —%r’ igneée. “In similar cases, 
when a repetition of an action is to be understood, ors stands with the 
optative. Here, therefore, no repetition is indicated, but only a single in- 
stance. —vasaveane, mid., cause to be released; i. e. by calling Briareus to 
her aid (to release by personal effort would be expressed by the active 
voice). — ixardyxzsieev, the hundred-hunded. According to Hesiod, Theog. 
149, there were three hundred-handed giants, Kottos, Gyes, and Briareus, 
Briareus means the strong. In several places, as here, the poet speaks of one 
name being given by the gods, and another by men; the explanation of 
which is, that the former is an older, perhaps obsolete, word ; the latter, the 
word in present and common use. —is zaxgdy"Orvgwov. “These words 
Genote the absence of Briareus from Olympus somewhat more definitely, 
and are not, therefore, superfluously used by the poet.” St. — oidé +” 2n- 
guy, and also they did not bind him; object of the verb, Aia, Zeus, under- 
stood.— Awl yedsws. Suppliants threw themselves at the feet of the 
person to whom the supplication was addressed, and embraced his knees 
with one hand, and touched the chin with the other. — xara wedurac, 
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The ships were drawn up on land stern foremost.— dag’ dra. dedi, 
with the accusative, in expressing a relation of place, often signifies along, 
as here. — xrsiveuivevs, present, fulling or perishing. The force of the present 
here is to denote the falling of the Greeks as contemporaneous with their 
being cooped up between the shipe and the shore. — iwavpuvra:; ironical, 
that they may enjoy their king. 

418-427. cis. This particle is often used in impassioned questions. 
—aisd, adverbially, under an evil fate. aivé for aives, heut. pl. for the 
adverb. — aif spsres. The 2d aorist of the verb épiAaw, joined with an 
infinitive, is often used to express a wish, determined by the person of the 
verb ; aif épsrov, would that I had or might, according to the infinitive ; 
all spsA55, would that thon hadst, S&c. — “jetas expresses the idea of repose 
and in-door life.” St. —iwsi vv, since to be sure. —-pivuvbd wig, odes pede 
34s., These two expressions repeat the same idea, the latter negatively. 
It is a-form of speech, particularly among the Ionians, which is used 
to strengthen an affirmation. — iwase, impf. of wideva:. This tense is 
said to be often used im the sense of the present; but it is unnecessary to 
force this meaning upon it. Translate, not thou art, but thou wast, or 
rather, thou wast born or destined to be.— cy, accordingly, thus. — xaxii 
airy, not exactly to an evi fate, but rather, since it is a dative expressing 
the relation of condition, or the circumstances under which an event takes 
place, in or under an evil destiny. — du’ avey. “ Alius apud Homerum usus 
nominis a: ré¢ ille est, quum significands caritatis causa, aliquis ipse aliquid 
fecisse dicitur. Et hujus generis exempla exstant plurima.” Hermann. — 
Zsis yee. Zeus is here represented as going to the ocean, which, according 
to the Homeric conception, was a mighty stream flowing round the earth 
upon its outer edge, for the purpose of being present at a festival among the 
Ethiopians, who were imagined to dwell on the eastern and western bor- 
der; texare: avdewv, the remotest of men, Odyssey I. 23, 24.— xbides 
36n, went yesterday. Adverbial relations of place and time are often ex~- 
pressed by adjectives. “The poetical language in general prefera, but for 
the most part in designations of time, adjectives to adverbs, on account of 
their greater picturesqueness and energy.” Bernhardy. —~xare daira, 
for the purpose of a feast; xaré with the acc. is often used to express the 
relation of end or purpose. —dadsxdry, i. e. sion. —~ eo, for you. The 
force of the pronoun is te expreas the direct reference of what is said to 
the person addressed. — Ovrvunsvds. “The local termination 3%, in the 
Epic language, often gives a special emphasis to the flexion of the accusa- 
tive, and is used to designate the local relation of direction whither.” St. 

428. ges€ieace; “without any further indication of the place into 
which she disappeared. The swift departure of Thetis from her son, and 
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the omission of all that a mother may be supposed to have to say to a son 
far removed from her, shows that the poet speaks with great precision only 
of that which belongs to the delineation. The form -aee has probably crept 
in by an easy analogy, and ifsesre ought everywhere to be written.” St. 
Spitzner has accordingly adopted it into his text. 

430. Bin &ixerveos. The sense is, by an act of violence done to me un- 
willing. | 

432 and the following describe the process of disembarking from a ship.— 
ievia piv orslravre, they furled the sails, and placed them in the ship. — 
ierdy 9, &e., and placed the mast in the case (ieredéxy), or, according to 
others, rested it against a prop or pole.—-sperivocw idivess, lowering tt 
by the ropes; these ropes passed from prow to stern, through a pulley at 
the top of the mast.— sis Sesser, &.,.and forced it (the ship) to the landing- 
place with the oars.—ix 3 sivds, &c., and let down or threw out the weights, 
which served for anchors, and were attached to the prow. — xar2.3i weu- 
pero’, and fastened the*cords or cables from the stern, which was drawn 
up on the shore. —- ix) Jnyuivi, upon the shore, literally, upon the breaker, 

449. Xsevinpaves, &c., they washed their hands, which was the first cere- 
mony in sacrifices. — ebacyiras dvircvre. These were the cakes of salt 
and barley, ‘‘ which were crumbled between the horns of the victim, on 
its back, and the parts dissected for burning, and also upon the altar before 
it was sacrificed.” Robinson’s Gr. Antiq., p. 206. 

459. This and the following lines contain a minute description of the 
sacrifice. -— ailevenr, &c., they first drew back the head of the victim, so as 
to turn the throat upwards, then cut the throat (icgeZayv), and flayed the 
victim (isieav). They then cut out the thighs (neous), which were appro- 
priated to the gods, and covered them with fat (xvieen) in double cauls 
(Sirroxe wemearess), and placed upon them pieces of flesh taken from 
different parts of the victim (éuelieneay), and the old man (the priest) 
burned them upon the cleft-~wood (¢vi%ns), and poured on them the wine. 
And young men stood by, holding five-pronged forks (#szarsCor) in 
their hands, which were used “for stirring the flesh, that it might bo 
quickly and completely destroyed.” Trollope. —~errdyyv’ ivdcavre; they 
feasted upon the entrails, including the spleen, heart, &c. — Miervaréy, &c., 
they cut up the other parts, and pierced them with the forks, and roasted 
them skilfully, and took them from the forks. —3aieds itens, the equal or 
equally distributed feast.—The xenrvie was a large vessel for mixing the wine 
and water, as the word indicates. — irserisparvee, filled to the brim. — The 
word ivdgytebas [iwagkdusve:] belongs to the worship of the gods, and refers 
to the solemn commencement of the ceremonial act, and signifies the taking of 
& portion, a firstiing, for instance, for consecration, or that part of the wine 
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which is to be poured ont in libation. — dsedsees. These were the cups 
which the guests held in their hands ; then iwapZasves dewrdsoors Means, pour- 
tug out of the mixing goblet, into the cups, for the purpose of making a libation. 
Nitzech (Odys. ITI. 340) says: — “ The wine-bearer has the mixing vessel, 
the guests hold the goblets. The former, therefore, cannot irdégysebas with 
the goblets, but he had first to mix the fresh wine again for every new 
libation; then the wine-bearer approached each individual from the left 
to the right, and poured wine into his goblet. The wine-bearer is the 
iwaexspesves, but the guests are properly those who pour the libation. The 
guests poured out, in honor of the gods, the first part (i. e. that which in 
the mixing vessel was first or uppermost’, which they received, and then 
took for drinking seov #¢sAs Suuss.” — woraws here signifies song accompa- 
nied by the dance. — KaAdv asidevess rasiova.... Mirwevrss ‘Exasgyev, sing- 
ing a beautiful pean, singing (and dancing) the Far-shooter.— riewse’ 
axevws, the main part of the idea is the pleasure of the god; and he joyed 
in his heart as he listened. 

475 -487. dos, Epic for srs. — 3H ozs, literally, now then; the parti- 
cles introduce the statement with some emphasis. — xousoavre, they lay 
down to rest. The aorist describes a momentary action; here the single 
act of seeking repose. — waged, near, hard by. — seryivsse, Eos, born in the 
morning, the early dawn. “The active signification, /ucem matutinam gignens, 
contradicts both the etymology of the word, and the simplicity of the Ho- 
meric delineation. — xa} vie’, then too.— dvivyerre, they put to sea. The 
word is a nautical term, and is the opposite of xarayseba:, to come to land. 
“As the mast was not yet set up, and the sails were not yet spread, it is 
obvious that the imperfect tense expresses here the conatus rei faciend.” 
St. — The following lines give a spirited and natural description of the 
return of the ship. —%s:. The imperfect refers to the continuance of the 
action, implying that he contiaued to send them a favorable breeze through 
the whole voyage. — ava 3’. “ By the particle os, the setting up of the 
mast is placed in close connection with the spreading of the sail.’ St. — 
augi is here adverbial. size. ‘‘ The singular form has sometimes a col- 
lective sense, for the more lively representation of the object, and takes the 
place of the plural form. That is, in the poetical mode of looking upon 
the subject, plurality is taken up and represented as a unity. Such a repre- 
sentation, however, manifestly contains something elevated, and hence is very 
well adapted to the poetical style.” St.— The dative orsign expresses the 
relation of place, near, beside, &c., without a preposition — wogGigsev. “This 
adjective denotes, not a precise color, but rather the sparkling play of colors’ 
into each other. Even the sea itself (elsewhere called sive) srévres, on 
account of the dark colors, comp. VII. 64), or its surface, receives this. 
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epithet in Homer, fl. XVI. 391.” St.— és lovens. ‘‘ The present marks 
the lively delineation of the past event.” St. It places the scene directly 
before the mind of the hearer.— xara xia, over the wave. —xare crea- 
voy. St. says that xara here designates motion towurds the urmy ; and that 
the reading ssrd@ would correspond much better with the connection of the 
circumstances. But the distinction seems to be, that g«sraé implies motion 
in the direction of, but xard, in this connection, uctual arrival at.— iw’ 
awsieso. iwi, with genitive, among other things, implies the relation of 
upon; that upon which an action is performed. — teuzara, props. It was 
the custom to draw the ships entirely upon the shore, and to secure them by 
long props, — xard, among. 

488—492. sive, continued to be angry. — Aioysvis, Zeus-born. The 
epithet, however, means, not literally descended from Zeus, but only noble or 
illustrious. — Otrs wer’...2tes wor’. “The repetition of the particle of 
time, wori, expresses that he had never, in a single instance, taken part in 
an assembly or in a battle.” St.—«watexsre. ‘This imperfect has 
reference to a repetition, of which the not entering is made especially promi- 
nent. It is a peculiarity running throughout the old Homeric, as well as 
the Doric and Ionic dialects generally, that in the historical tenses, but only 
in the indicative mood, the syllable exo» or sxeymy is appended; cf. V. 
788. The assembly, cf. v. 258, here receives the same epithet, man-honor- 
tng, that is elsewhere applied to the battle.” St.— Qéswuésoxs, here active ; 
sometimes neuter. — Qiacy xe. The epithet @iAcv is said to be used in the 
sense of the possessive pronoun. This is not quite correct. In old English 
the exact equivalent, dear, is often used precisely in this Homeric way. It 
means more than Ais, and should be literally rendered dear heurt. — woft- 
sexs. ‘This longing for battle stands indeed in contradiction with his 
voluntary withdrawal from all participation in the war. But probably the 
poet wished to place the /onging for the outbreak of a greater contest still 
more in connection with the feeling of anger, in order to explain more 
clearly the @Qé:vésoxs Qircy xno, and his non-participation. The single 
small battles and the ordinary conflicts Achilles regarded the less the more 
he shut himself up, as it were, in himself, and was occupied with the longing 
for the outbreak of a greater warfare. Moreover the termination sexs in 
this imperfect refers to a repetition of the longing, during his retirement.” 
St. This explanation of Stadelmann is ingenious, but perhaps it will accord 
better with the simple spiait of the Homeric poetry to say, that, Achilles 
being naturally of a warlike disposition, his withdrawing from the war in 
consequence of a quarrel with Agamemnon could not abate his love of 
fighting in the abstract; on the contrary, the daily sight of the martial 
movements around him, contrasted with his own inaction, must have given 
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greater fierceness to the passion for war which was consuming him. This 
feeling was analogous to that of the Chourineur, so powerfully described by 
Eugene Sue, in the Mystéres de Paris. 

493-495. ’Aaa’ Ses 39 f’....xal rors 34. 34 has here a determinative 
meaning ; sé, == Zea, in the progress of a narration contains the idea of rapid- 
ity ; ~ai has a connective force, joining the correlative vers 39 closely upon 
the preceding. The combination of particles expresses the idea, just as soon 
as something happened, just so soon something else happened too. The day 
not only came, but the gods, too, returned to Olympus. — gexs, went Jirst, 
led the way. 

496. dy’, she, even she. The particle ys has a recapitulating force. — 
dviducare, with the acc., not she ascended from the wave, but she went up 
the wave, she mounted the wave. 

498. sigvowa. ‘The Aolic and some other dialects have for the mas 
culine in the nominative the termination « instead of ns. The Epic lan 
guage also made use of this form according to the requirements of the verse.” 
K. — &esg has here the signification of vorgs, apart from. “ The participle 
serves here to mark the situation or condition in which Thetis found Zeus, 
It was not the simple finding of Zeus which was the principal object, but 
the finding of him precisely in this condition, i. e. sitting alone.” St. 

499. xeevgi, dat., indicating the place where an action occurs. 

501. da’ avbsesoves irovea. The genitive depends on the participle, not 
on ows, which is used adverbially. 

508. ov wie. The particle has an enhancing force, and gives an em- 
phasis to the prayer of Thetis; you, as much as you are able. 

509. tai Teasoos cibss, bestow upon the Trojans.—-xedres, not victory, 
but lit. power, or strength. ‘“ It embraces here every thing by means of which 
victory became possible, without meaning victory itself.” St. 

510. sptaAawos. The present may be constructed with the aorist, vicw- 
ev, because the latter signifies the doing of a single act, and the former a 
continued action. 

512,513. as...5. The first os is used relatively, the second demon- 
atratively ; as she had taken hold of his knees, so she held fust, clinging, 
literally growing to them. txysebes, in the sense of to hold on, is often con- 
structed with the genitive. 

514. Nuteris wiv 34. The particles «i» 34 are often used with the 
imperative, nearly in the sense of tn short, or @ithout more ado, on the spot. 

515. fai = txsees. — dies, fear; put for object or cause of fear. 

517-527. éxénoas. ‘Every kind of violent emotion occasioned by 
disagreeable occurences is denoted by éyéieas. Henee it may be directed 
against beloved persons, as here.” St.— 9 34. These particles express 





ILIAD, L / 478 


the certainty of what is asserted. —Aciyia Sey’, pernicious doings. — irs, 
when. — ixtedownens, to get into a quarrel with. The word occurs nowhere 
else in the Greek language. Its etymology is variously given. See Cru- 
pius’s Lexicon. The general idea of quarrelling is obviously contained in it. 
— ifseus, thou shalt set me on. — 1 3i xal adres, and she, or but she, even 
a0; i. e. without this additional cause, and as things ‘now stand; “ accord- 
ing to the custom,” says St. rather tartly, “‘of vain and excitable women.” 
— vanes, present, used to denote a customary action. —xai rs, and too. — 
wen. “This singular refers to the war in general, and not to any conflict 
in particular. On what occasion, however, Zeus had previously shown 
such an inclination for the Trojans, is not indicated by the poet, but only 
the fact itself indicated.” St. — devyss» means to be in the habit of helping, 
or to help continuully. — vorien here refers to the sense of sight; it usually 
deacribes the mental act of perceiving. — xs with msAsesras diminishes the 
positiveness of the assertion. — pga, until.—si 9, an ellipsis of Bevas. 
The description of the nod of Zeus was a standing example of sublimity 
with the ancient critics. — xs¢aaz. ‘‘ The addition of this word serves to 
give animation to the picture.” St.— dea wtweibns, in order that. thou 
mayest trust. The object, the thing with respect to which she is to trust, is 
to be inferred from the connection. — if iuiésy ys, from me at least, on my 
part at least, whatever it may be on the part of another. — riznwe, a pledge, 
literally, a sign; in this place a sign used in solemn confirmation of some- 
thing. — ind», mine ; i. e. any thing which proceeds from me, whether word 
or deed, whether promise or assertion. The word is purposely used in the 
broadest sense, so as to include all possible cases. — od’ arsasvrnroy, nor 
not to be accomplished, i. e. it is not of such a nature that it cannot be car- 
ried into effect. — 3, e:, whutever it may be that. Like ixés, the expression 
covers the broadest ground. The particle xey intimates that Zeus has no 
particular promises in his mind, but means to say that all promises, of 
whatever nature, which he shall sanction with the solemn sign of the nod, 
shall assuredly be fulfilled. 

528 - 530. 4, by apheresis for ign. ‘‘ In the language of familiar con- 
yersation, the following forms have arisen from @nué: si, I say, in the 
animated repetition of a speech. Here belongs also the Epic 4, spuke, after 
a cited speech, as a transition.” B.— xudyses properly means the bluish 
dark color of the sea, for example ; in gen. it signifies dark. —iz’ is here 
used adverbially, thereat, or thereupon, i. e. having said, he thereupon did 
what is described. — dyeCeéems. According to Buttmann, this adjective is 
essentially the same as &uCeores, immortal. It is used to signify the 
highest degree of excellence, beauty, or delight. —iwsjjévavre. iwi refers 
to the nodding of the head, and the simple verb Ijfeeavre describes the 
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waving of the locks instantaneously following. “The grammarians derive 
the miracle from the bodily strength alone of the gigantic god, whose nod 
made great Olympus tremble. But it was not this mighty stature, it was 
the almighty power animating it, that inspired Phidias with the idea of his 
sublime statue.” V. This is the passage from which Phidias drew the first 
suggestion of his Zeus. Wolf does not agree with V.’s interprotation. 
He says (Vorlesungen iiber Homers Ilias, p. 168), — “‘ From this passage 
one may, to be sure, extract sublimity, but it is a sublimity which proceeds 
from rude conceptions, especially from the great size of the gods. Other 
gods can do the same; so Here, VIII. 199 ; so in other places, where axles 
of wagons crack under the weight of the gods, V. 839 (and XIII. 18, for- 
ests and mountains tremble under the step of Poseidon). The gods are 
often described as of huge size; hence we have (V. 744) a helmet of 
Pallas under which the warriors of a hundred cities found room.” The 
writer in Blackwood already cited thus translates : 


**So did he speak, and, at pausing, he signed with his shadowy eyebrows, 
And the ambrosial curls from the Head Everlasting were shaken, 
And at the nod of the king, deep-trembled:the lofty Olympus.” 


531-539. Sdepegsy for Sucedyncar, from the Epic secondary form 
TuNye.—arre, an- Epic syncopated form of the aorist daare or qrare, 
“This leap of Thetis from Olympus down to the sea is to be understood 
rather of 3 downward sweeping motion, than of a literal jump.” St.— 
aiyatsvros. “ Thus all places are described on which the sun shines, or 
which the clearness of the air irradiates, or which have white rocks.” 
W. — Zsis 3i, i. e. 1m, which is to be supplied from dare. Such zeungmata 
are frequent. — isy weds Seu, to his house. The life of the gods on Olym- 
pus is modelled after that of the heroes in the Homeric age. The palace of 
Zeus stood on the highest summit, where the gods assembled for council and 
revelry. — avieray, rose up, as subjects before their king in the heroic age. 
— dries, in his presence. — ovdé before ryvoinesy gives a peculiar turn to the 
expression, nor did she not know. Milton has imitated this Grecism. The 
object of the verb is not the personal presence of Zeus, but the fact that Zeus 
and Thetis had been taking counsel together. The accusative, by a Greek 
idiom, is drawn into the first part of the sentence, instead of a nominative 
in the second. This construction is usually called an Atticism, but it occurs 
often in Homer. The accusative may, however, be directly constructed with 
Bevea. — aeyveorsta. This epithet is applied in Homer to Thetis alone. 
The grammarians explain it as referring to the foam of the sea, Thetis being’ 
a sea-goddess. Pindar applies it to Aphrodite. It signifies silver-footed, {. ¢. 
having beautiful or shining feet,— Jno yieovres. “All the principal 
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deities of the sea are aged, hence of pretminent experience, soothsayers.” 
W. The words here refer to Nereus. 

540 - 544. ad, again, implying that the same thing has happened many 
a time before. — dercuara, treacherous in purpose, sly boots. “ The quarrel- 
some Here looks out for every appearance that may give her an opportunity 
to scold. This trait was evidently borrowed from the real life of the 
women, and seems to have a deep foundation in the feminine nature, since 
it has been so long preserved.” So says Stadelmann. From the manner 
in which he speaks on this subject one might infer that personal experience 
had sharpened the critical perception. — Qirov ieriv, it is your custom, more 
exactly, tt is what you like. — awovécQsv itvra, the acc. before the infinitive 
instead of the dative with eo/; dwevscg.s, the double particle, increases the 
idea of separation. — xevrrddia Qeovievra, with secret thoughts. —~ dixaZipsy. 
This word commonly refers to judicial decisions; here, however, it means 
simply to decide. ‘‘ We might understand it, ‘Zeus, by his power as su- 
preme judge, determines something concerning. mankind’; but this is not 
necessary.” W.— wpépews, with ready mind willingly. — rlranzas. “ This 
verb points to an inward struggle of the will, or at least of an inclination for 
something on one side, and reluctance on the other; for, in the case of one 
who cannot make up his mind to a thing, we must at least presuppose 
a meditation upon the act.” St. The perfect form refers both to the past 
and the present. As to the use of ciraAnxas in the sense of to bring one’s 
self to do, or to make up one’s mind, we have a similar idiom in the English 
use of the word to bear; as, J cannot bear to do it, &.— sivsiv taes. 
“The verb and substantive are, as it were, blended in one verbal idea. It 
would be a great mistake to suppose that here is a useless accumulation of 
equivalent words. This Greek expression has, together with a greater sim- 
plicity, a certain fulness and force, inasmuch as the whole attention is fas- 
tened upon the principal idea alone. {es, however, often signifies in 
Homer not only the spoken word, but also an object which was spoken of. 
The object here is to be understood of any thought whatever which exists 
in the mind of Zeus.” St. 

544-550. viy 3’. The particle 36 here is not adversative, but merely 
connective. — «% 3#, an emphatic prohibition; do not, 1 charge you.— 
pidevs, properly, speeches, words; then, the subjects of speeches, or debates ; 
and so councils, as here. —— yadrsrei, hard, i. e. too weighty for you to com- 
prehend. — x’ iwsixis. The conj. % is to be supplied. The reference is to 
Here ; but whatever one it may be befitting that you hear.—iawura, then, in 
that case. — ¢évy’, emphasized by the particle ys. — voneas, to reflect, or: 
determine upon. — vaira ixacra. “These words stand without any gram- 
matical connection with %, for we should rather have expected eeveer, sc. 
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fides, in this place. The poet by this phrase expresses the feminine way 
of asking after particulars.” St.— srdéaae. “The verb psradrdw may 
originally have had the absolute sense, to search after other things; ps’ 
GA, to be curious. Then it took an object, and in this connection was re- 
ceived into the Epic language. It would retain here in this verse most 
exactly the original meaning of curious und prying interrogation.” St. 

551 - 559. Bowwis wornm. ‘In the poetical language, especially in the 
Epic, very frequently two or four adjectives, belonging to one substantive, 
are placed one after the other without a connecting word, if they are epitheta 
orrantia, so called, and, as it were, depict the object.” K. The precise 
meaning of the epithet Bowwss is a matter of dispute. Its general meaning 
is clearly large-eyed, large eyes being considered by the Greeks a part of 
beauty. The first half of the word, £0, or Bov, seems to be derived trom 
Bevs ; it is used in several compounds, and imparts the idea of great size. 
It is not, perhaps, unnatural, in a simple age, that the large size and mild 
beauty of the eye of an ox or cow should suggest an ornamental epithet 
for a human or divine being, unaccompanied by any degrading associations. 
Some have rendered it lofty-looking. The same epithet is applied to some: 
of the Nymphs and Nereids, not only by Homer, but by Pindar. It bas 
been translated black-eyed, and beautiful-eyed. ‘‘ As to the image of beasts,” 
says Wolf, “this naturally cannot pass into modern languages, where there 
are peculiar tastes in the choice of beasts; to which may be further added 
some national ideas. Among the Greeks every beautiful eye is large 
From the most ancient times, a beautiful, arched eye is necessary for beauty. 
The thought refers more to beauty than to dignity and majesty.” K. 0. 
Miiller, in his Prolegomena to a Scientific Mythology, says,-— ‘‘ That Homer, 
by the words Beawis “Hen, hardly thinks of more than large-eyed, is manifest 
from the circumstance that he gives the same epithet to a Nereid and two 
Heroines ; on the other hand, the frequent repetition of this by-name, and 
the fact that among the Olympian goddesses only Here is thus called, show. 
a solemn use of it which can hardly have originated from any other source 
than from the principal seat of her worship, known clearly to Homer, that 
is, from Argos. Now we know that in Argos the priestess of the goddess 
celebrated in the primeval myths, "Ie Kaaasbuseva, appeared in the form of a 
heifer, —and at all events, before the familiar acquaintance of the Greeks with. 
Egypt, that Here had sacred heifers here, received heifers in sacrifice, and 
according to an ancient custom the priestess proceeded with heifers to the: 
sacrifice. So we perceive that the ancient Argive, when he named his god- 
dess Boaw.s, meant thereby the cow-formed. And it is perfectly clear how the 
name, originally full of meaning and significance, afterwards travelling from 
place to place, and borne about in the mouths of the singers, should be; 





ILIAD, I. ATT 


reduced to a traditional formula.” — qeiovy vis = weiss teow 5 pwibos ov; @ 
short construction very common in Greek. — xa} Ainv, a phrase often used in 
answers, and equivalent to and sure, as we hear it sometimes in the Hiberni- 
an accent ; And sure, your honor. — wegos y° o'r’, before this at least I have 
not; admitting that in the present case she has done 80. — sieopeas, present, 
referring, however, to the past. It was very common for the Greeks to 
express themselves so; as if for the moment of speaking the past were 
present to the mind, and the events of the past were, to the fancy, taking 
place. — yi» 3’ brings prominently forward the antithesis to wdeos y’. —~ 
wagsing, may have led you astray by her words, talked you over, may have 
talked you out of your senses. — vinnens, that you would avenge or honor. 
560 - 567. desmovim, & term of address, sometimes implying respect and 
honor, and sometimes rebuke. It generally conveys more or less of rebuke. 
The precise force of it must have depended on the tone and manner of 
speaking. The literal meaning is, belonging to a demon, i. e. superhuman, 
extraordinary, strange, wonderful. Here it is of course used with a tone of 
bitter rebuke. The translator in Blackwood renders the whole line, — 


‘‘ Pestilent ! ever the spy! not a motion is safe from thy peering!” 


“ The reason why da:u405 conveys a rebuke is obscure. Ifa person did any 
thing extraordinary, it was thought a god wrought through him. If he did 
any thing bad or stupid, it was supposed that a xaxds dainev was acting 
through him. The meaning of rebuke may thus be derived.” Wolf. — 
sistas, you are always suspecting something. — awd Supov, out of my heart. We 
have similar expressions in English; as, “to be out of one’s good graces,” 
“to be out of favor,” and the like. These words are sometimes combined 
into an adjective, with the same meaning; dredvysos. — xa) piysey, even 
worse, i. e. as compared with your present condition. — v. 564 is variously 
explained. Wolf, Jf tt really is so, i.e. that I have been taking counsel 
with Thetis, J like it very well, or such is my gracious will. St., If it 
really be 30, i. e. as I have just said, J shall be well content with it. Cru- 
sius agrees with Wolf. Blackwood has it, — | 


“Now if it be as thou sayest, thou hast strengthened the seal of my 
purpose.” 
I think the most natural construction is to refer reve’ to the nearest sub- 
ject, i. e. to the subject of the previous sentence; Now if this is so, i. e. if 
you mean to go on as you have begun, and to brave my wrath, very well, 
I have xo objection, it will be very welcome to me.— Mi ws vo, &. An 
abrupt sentence, implying some such sense as, “If you expect to be help- 
ed by the other gods, you reckon without your host; you may find reason 
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to fear lest.” — deecy iise:, to go nearer, usually implies with a hostile 
purpose; hence, to attack. As to the participle if, Wolf Buttmann, 
Crusius, and others take it for ‘évrs, dual fur plural, and, of course, referring 
to the gods. In that case deeoy iivas means fo go nearer, not for the purpose 
of attacking, but defending. On the other hand, Kiihner, Heyne, Koppen, 
Spitzner, and others agree with the Scholiast, who understands it to be for 
iévra, acc. singular, and agreeing with igi understood. The construction 
then would be yeacusiv rivi os, the person defended being put in the dative, 
and the thing, act, or person against whom he is defended being put in 
the acc. ; and this mode of expressing such a relation of ideas is common 
enough. Translate, theh, Lest all the gods who are on Olympus may not 
defend you against me, coming neurer, i. e. assailing you-— ig¢siw, con). for 
ida. 

569 ~ 572. iniyrippacn Pires xie, bending or curbing her dear spirit. The 
adjective @/Aes is often used in Homer very nearly in the sense of the possessive 
pronduh, but yet with a difference, as before explained. Dear hearé means 
a little more than her heart. “ The poet here has not regarded the reflexive 
reference to the subject, and therefore has used the active voice, where, ac- 
cording to the customary usage of the language, the middle form was to be 
expected.” 
3’, dative of the person in whose presence an action takes place.— xavrerigyng. 
** The works of Hephestos are beyond all human conception, and every thing 
of art possessed by the gods is from him. From him are the sandals which 
the gods have, and with which they stride whole miles. From him also 
are works of art which might be called automata; see XVIII. 417, 418.” 
Wolf. — tex’ &yogsvsr, began to speak; began, in relation to others, i. e. 
spoke first. The middle #eysre would mean, not he spoke first, but he 
began to speak, i. e. began his speech. — iwinga Qigay = yaeiCopsros. 

573 - 583. "H 3H Aciyie teya rad’ icosras, here will be bad doings indeed. 
“In order to express the thought with certainty and decision, the particle 
34 is subjoined to 4. Hephstos says, half in jest and half in earnest, 
* Now, truly, this will be a pretty story to tell!’” St.— si 34, if, for- 
sooth, — xorAwev bAadysrev. iAacvsy, literally to drive, is used like the cor- 
responding word in the English phrase, to drive a business. The expression 
here may be rendered, keep up a din. —~-r& ysgsiova, used substantively, 
the worse gains the victory, i. e. the disturbance. —xal airi wise vosovon, 
even though she thinks of it herself, and therefore has no need of my ad- 
vice. ‘“ Hephsestos intimates thereby that he is sufficiently familiar with 
the course of his mother’s thoughts.” St. Another translation is, although 
she herself has understanding. — if ‘din. -After these words some such 
expression as he can do it must be supplied. Its meaning must be supposed 


St.— dave daa, throughout the house, lit. over the house. — roses 
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to have been conveyed by a look or gesture in the delivery of the poem. 
— rivy’, him, the all-powerful. The particle, as elsewhere, emphasizes the 
pronoun. “It is amusing that Hephestos only speaks of the spoiling of 
his supper. Hence Cicero (De Natura Deorum, IT. 28, 70) says that Ho~- 
mer brings his gods too near men. And really, the gods scold each other 
in a more stupid, vulgar, and ignoble way than men. We see that the 
singer did not aim to make a beautiful whole. He represents the gods as 
they were imagined to be in the rudest times; for these ideas maintained 
their place, and were not easily changed, when men became more enlighten- 
ed.” Wolf. 

584, 585. avaitas describes the quickness with which Hephestos started 
up to hand the goblet to his mother. — dugsxuwsarov. This word is always 
used by Homer in connection with Sivas, the double-bowled cup ; i. e. a cup 
the upper and under parts of which were equally adapted to drinking. 

586-594. riraahs. “The poets make use of the syncopated forms 
made from the perfect rivAnxa (riraaa) in the sense of the present.” St. 
— Piany ase, very dear, dear as you are. —ivx 6pdadrpesow, a pleonasm, 
used however to enhance the idea of seeing ; before my very eyes. — deyartes 
o+..crri@iesebas. We have the same idiom in English, hard to be resisted. 
— #3 yéo. ‘yee implies an unspoken thought ; as, “I know it well, sor.” 
—— xa} ZAAor’, at another time, also, and not now only. — wedds csrayay, 
having caught me by the foot; esrayey, though expressing the same general 
idea, is a more graphic word than AaCey, as catching is more descriptive 
than taking. — was 3 sae, and all day, i.e. all the rest of the day. — 
ade@wirey = xarinseov. “The prepositions waged, avd, xara, in the Doric 
and Epic, often cast off the final vowel, even befere consonants.” B. — is 
Asgpuvy. This construction of iv after a verb of motion rests upon the idea 
of remaining in the place after the motion towards it is ended. — Jumse, 
life, i. e. here, consciousness. — livers. The Sintians were a barbarous 
tribe in Thrace, wko afterwards migrated to the island of Lemnos and be- 
came pirates. — xeuivavre, received to themselves, received into their houses. 

595 — 600. wasdes....xdmsAAox, received from her son the cup in her hand. 
— kyvd3i%sa describes the order in which he served them, from left to right, 
passing round the hall. — ¢vsxss; properly, poured out wine, but used to 
‘describe the act of pouring in general. —"AeCseres....yidws, inextinguisha- 
ble laughter ; ‘an excellent word,” says Wolf, ‘‘for when laughter gets 
into company, it is contagious.” — ireere, sync. aorist. —rerwrerra, puffing, 
-busily employed and out of breath. 

601 — 604. piv == rv. — ob piv == ob put. — cesCémsvas, used adver- 
‘bially, alternately, responsively ; see Virg. Ec. III. 59, amant alterna Cumene. 
Feasts among the Greeks were always accompanied with song and dance, aad 
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the features of human life were transferred by the poets to that of the 
gods. 

605-611. Aauwely Gass stdios, the shining light of the sun; a picture 
esque amplification of the simple idea. -— xaxzsiovrss for xaraxsiovess, deo 
siring to sleep, or to lie down to rest. This word belongs to a class called 
desideratives, ending in -sse. —— Sx: for §.—- wigixruris, very famous, — dui- 
aes. This participle, withouf an object, is used like our Anowing, as an 
adjective. —- Zsis 3i, correlative with of pix, v. 606.—~seeal. The im- 
perfect tense refers to a previous habit, he used to lie down. — ixdve:. ‘The 
optative denotes the relation of an indeterminate frequency.” St. Or it 
denotes frequent repetition ; as often as the thing mentioned is done. — za- 
439’, he lay down, with a disposition to sleep, not he slept; for, in the next 
book (v. 2) it is said Zeus did noé sleep. 
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THe poem now becomes more exciting; the language more animated, 
the description more lively and figurative. The poet kindles with his sub- 
ject, and presses all the phenomena of nature into his service for the 
purpose of illustration and adornment. Zeus prepares to keep his promise 
of avenging Achilles by drawing Agamemnon into a deceitful expecta- 
tion of taking the city. The forces are arrayed for battle. The enumera- 
tion of the ships is naturally placed here. 

1. &aAe. “The distinction between aaa and of &aAe is not found in 
Homer.” St. —iawoxcguerai, an epithet compounded of faaes and xogte- 
ew, to put on the helmet, then to arm. It means properly, therefore, an armed 
eavairy man ; but in Homer the only cavalry known consisted of those who 
fought from chariots. And as the knight of modern chivalry was a leading 
swarrior, 80 the lwwexesureis was a distinguished champion in the Homeric 
chivalry. . 

2. wavviyies, adverbially, all night. “The unbroken sleep of all the other 
gods and men is mentioned here merely as a contrast to the sleepleas condi- 
tion of Zeus.” Se. 

4. wissen, that he might avenge. 

6. efAcv == dreds, probably from sAsiv, pernicious ; perhaps, here, deceitful. 

8. Bden’ th, like the Latin vade age, go, go. 

10. dyegsvinss. Infinitive for the imperative, properly governed by some 
werd understood ; unless we construct it with Bien’ 74). . 
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Bl. xaennonéevens, hairy-headed. ‘A national trait of the Greeks te 
contrast with the Asiatics.” Wolf. “The Achmans cultivated long hair, 
both for ornament, and to frighten the enemy in battle.” Cr. 

12. shevdyums, broad-streeted. ‘This epithet denotes the regular and 
tasteful construction of the streets by which Troy was distinguished, and 
shows that the art of laying out a city was already well known before 
Homer.” St. 

138. &mugis belongs to PetZorras in the next line; its fundamental meaning 
is around; then, on two sides, 90 as to imply a division; think differently, 
or are divided in opinion. 

19. wsg)....daves, and around ambrosial sleep was poured. “In order to 
express the strengthening, wholesome nature of sleep, the poet chooses pre- 
cisely the epithet by which the strengthening, the ever life-giving, in divine 
things is indicated.” 5B. Lexil. ‘The act of streaming, or rather flowing, 
as. of a flowing or aeriform matter, is here attributed to sleep, and by the 
incomparably beautiful epithet &sCpseres, sleep is compared, as it were, to a 
delicate perfume. However this epithet of sleep, descriptive of all that is 
excellent and beautiful, may be explained, the reference to ambrosial exhala- 
tion cannot be mistaken.” 8t. 

21. pdrascra ysesvews, the genitive here constructed with the superlative 
adverb. 

2. The construction is, ry issedusves teorsPosves pov. 

23. daigeeres, generally, prudent, sagacious ; applied to a warrior, skilled 
is war, warlike. —iewedéues. An epithet of honor applied to all the lead- 
ing warriors, on account of the importance of the horse in war. It resem- 
bles the corresponding terms, drawn from similar circumstances in the middle 
ages. 

25. leirargdpauras, for ieiricenppuives ciel. 

26. isdésv, for iuev. A poetical form of the genitive. 

34. dvin, for dvi. 

37. gn, literally, he said. It is often used by Homer, in the sense of he 
thought, “‘ for,” says Wolff, “in ruder times man always thinks aloud.” 

41. 3sin....duga, and the divine voice flowed around him; or was sounding 
in his ears. 

42, 43. yvereve and Piees; the first was the inner garment or tunic; the 
gecond the exterior garment, corresponding to the Roman toga. “The 
principal vestment, both of men and of women, that which was worn next 
the skia, and which consequently, whenever more than one different garment 
"rere wern, one over the other, was undermost, bore in Greek the name of 
xsver; in Latin, that of tunica. It was of a light tissue ; in earliest times 
made of wool, in later periods of flax, and last of all, of flax mixed with 
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silk, or even of pure silk. Its body was in general composed of two square 
pieces sewed together on the sides. Sometimes it remained sleeveless, only 
offered openings for the bare arms to pass through, and was confined over 
the shoulders by means of clasps or buttons; at other times it had very 
long and wide sleeves. .... . Most usually, however, the body of the 
tunic branched out into a pair of tight sleeves, reaching to near the elbow, 
which in the most ancient dresses were close, with a broad stiff band running 
down the seams, and in more modern habiliments open in their: whole 
length, and only confined by means of small buttons carried down the arms 
and placed so near the edge of the stuff as in their intervals to show the 
ekin. In very richly embroidered tunics the sleeves sometimes descended to 
the wrists, in others they hardly reached half way down the upper arm.” 
Hope, Costume of the Ancients, Vol. I, pp. 19, 20. The @&gos was the 
outside garment, afterwards called the indies. It was simply a square or 
rectangular piece of cloth, sometimes plain and of one color, sometimes vari- 
egated and highly ornamented with embroidery. The most common mate- 
rial was wool. It was used for various purposes, like the piece of furniture 
described by Goldsmith, which became “ A bed by night, a chest of drawers 
by day”; but the most common use to which it was applied was as an arti- 
cle of day dress, It was put on over the left shoulder, then drawn behind 
the back, and under the right arm, which was left bare, and then again over 
the left shoulder; or it might be fastened over the right shoulder with a 
brooch. ‘“ The attachment of the blanket by means of the brooch caused 
it to depend in a graceful manner, and contributed mainly to the production 
of those dignified and elegant forms, which we so much admire in ancient 
sculptures.” Smith’s Dictionary of Antiquities, Art. Pallium. 

44. rAmrapeiew. ‘This word is properly oiled, and so shining. The Greeks 
often oiled their feet to make them whiter. It means also plump, in contrast 
with lean, and this latter signification seems preferable, as applied to the feet, 
since the use of oil is scarcely to be thought of here. The grammarians 
explain it by sbreaQas; thus the Latins apply nitidus to a full face.” Wolff. 
The epithet seems to be used for ornament, but it may be naturally ex- 
plained by the circumstance that among the early Greeks the feet were not 
generally cramped and hidden by cumbrous boots, but were allowed to be 
freely developed, and hence acquired a proportion and beauty scarcely known 
in modern times. Being exposed to the sight, they were as much attended 
‘to as the hands and face; and a plump, sliining foot formed a prominent 
point in the personal appearance of the hero. The epithet is therefre pic- 
turesque and appropriate, though it would be absurd to apply it to a soldier 
who tramps over the field in a pair of clumsy jack-boots. . 

49. isievea, in order to announce. 
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50. duyeghiyyeet. This epithet designates the heralds as having clear, 
piercing voices. Of course, this was a necessary qualification in the dis- 
charge of their principal office. . 

51. xngveruy myoeives, Co herald to the assembly; xnedeeuyv, being the word 
which characterizes the employment of the functionary, is more expressive 
than xeAsix, which in other respects is its equivalent. 

54. Nesroely, the Nestorian ship, instead of Nestor’s ship. — Torcsyavios 
Basianos. The gen. is in apposition with the genitive contained in Nuevegin. 

55. wvuxany. This epithet has various meanings; Ist, thick, condensed, 
Jirm, strong ; 2d, prudent, wise, sagacious, as here. 

57. a&ueCeesiny, ambrosiul. It means the divine, the sacred night. The 
epithet doubtless is drawn from the beauty and majesty of the night, especial- 
ly under the Grecian skies. 

58. dyyviera expresses the greatest possible degree of resemblance ; lit. 
nearest, must nearly. 

71. exysr’ &vewrdusves. This verb is often constructed with participles 
of verbs of motion. He flew away. The aorist, irrdyny, is very common 
in the poets and the Ionic writers. 

72. SewekZousr, short form of conj. SwenZapsy. 

73. & Sips ieviv, where it is right, or, perhaps, in the manner that is right. 

81. verpslosusba, literally, we should separate ourselves from it ; we should 
not believe it. . 

90. wiweriarai, for wsréenvra, perf. from werdesas, Epic form of wire 
yews. The beauty and correctness of the simile in these lines cannot fail to 
strike the reader. 

- 93. "Oven d0dKu, fame or rumor burned, from dais. 

95. csremys:, wus rough, or tumultuous, from cetzw. Others explain it 
as an Epic perf. with intransitive meaning from ragdéewa. 

97,98. slwer’ kins exoias’, if ever they would restrain themselves from 
clamor. 

99. ewevda, hardly, with difficulty. 

106. weAvagy:, ‘In the ruder ages of society, before the use of coined 
money, the necessaries of life were exchanged for one another, and wealth 
was accordingly estimated by the number of flocks and herds.” Trollope. 
_ Ill. give, violently. 

113. ixwigeave’ is in the accusative, and agrees with ixi understood, 
that I when I should have destroyed. — dveviseba:. The present frequently 
is used where a future action is meant, as here. 

" 116. piaas, i appears; or, it may be considered as a pleonasm for it is. 
The idea doubtless is, Circumstances show thut such is the will of Zeus. 
117. % 39. The particle 34 used thus with ‘a pronoun expresses tha 
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greatness or dignity of the person spoken of. — sdensa refers to the lofty 
towers of cities. 

122. stew i, not in any respect whatever. ¢: does not belong to ciarsg. 

124. eapérrss refers to the killing of the victim in the sacrifice, which 
attended the making of a truce or league. 

125. ipierses, natives; literally, those by the hearth, i. . those who have a 
hearth, or are natives. 

131. lyyvisware, spear-brandishing. “ This epithet denotes only a part 
of the warlike action, and stands, therefore, for the general epithet daipewy, 
werswixes, &e.' The poet brings the special prominently forward, because 
it occupies the imagination more, and presents a definite image to the 
fancy.” St. 

133. ixaigeas, to destroy utterly. 

185. xa} 3% is used in passing from the general to the particular. 

136. wev denotes an undefined place. 

137. worsdiypsves, expecting us. 

139. 4a." d&y:f. “Not only the connection of the second with the 
third person, but also the including of Agamemnon himself in the number 
of those who are to obey, is to be noted. This including himself is a part 
of the craft with which Agamemnon wishes to turn the feelings of the 
Achewans in favor of remaining, against the express summons to depart.” 
St. 

141. 0b yae ier, for no longer shall we take, i. e. we formerly hoped we 
should take, but now circumstances have changed, and there is no longer 
any such hope for us. 

146. iwaifas, when it rushes on from the clouds. ‘The particle iw/ ex- 
presses not the height, but the distance, of the clouds.” St. 

147. Badd asiov. St. explains, a wide-extending harvest-field; perhaps 
rather, a deep harvest, or, as we say, a heavy harvest. aviov is the subject 
of nuvu, and iwi expresses the bowing down of the ears. 

148. Adloos, violent, tempestuous, used adverbially. — fuve, falls. The 
figure is bold and highly poetical. 

153. obeovs, channels, through which the ships were launched. 

154. ofxads ispivwy, eager to return. 

160. sixzwasy, properly a vow; hence, a thing to be desired, something 
to be boasted of, a boast. 

165. a&ueQsurlcoas, rowed on both sides. Sometimes rendered swift. 

171. jsy....xgadinx The accusative of the whole is often followed, ia 
the same construction, by the accusative of a part. 

175. iv....wscsvrss, rushing on board. <A dative with the preposition i» 
is here used after a verb of motion to indicate the rest which follows the 
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motion ; in the ships, having rushed on board them. Lit. having fallen; a 
word expressive of the haste and confusion of the going on board. 

183. Bi 38 Sissy, lit. he went to run, he started off.— chy D ixdusoory 
** Here every thing is in a hurry, except the poet, who, by the faithful delin- 
eation of such traits, which contrast with the passions of the actors, and 
are only accidentally connected with their doings, brings into the picture that 
» repose which is preéminently called the Epic.” Nag. 

- 188. sree, followed by the opt., whatever man he might find, or as often 
ashe found any one. 

190. xaxcy ws, like a base or low man, or coward. 

"195. peters vorwecpesvos. Supply some word, beware, lest, &c. 

200. dreinas too, sit quietly. 

204. obmz d&yabsr. This adjective agrees with some neuter noun under- 
stood. The construction is a common one. 

210. Aiysaag, &c. This is a finely descriptive line. 

212, et seg. The character of Thersites is skilfully drawn. All the 
traits are so lively, that the image stands before us like some absurd being 
whom we have ourselves seen. It has been justly remarked by the critics, 
that the poet displays great judgment in representing the opponents of Aga- 
memnon in the character of so base a personage, since nothing could more 
effectually reconcile the Greeks to the continuance of the war than the 
ridiculous turbulence of Thersites. 

213. #3» means here more than knew. It implies the giving utterance to 
what was known. 

214. beZigsvas. “ This infinitive denotes one out of many of the conse- 
quences which originated in the quality of character above described.” St. 

Q15. S21 of sleasre ytAeiier, whatever it seemed to him would excite the 
laughter of the Greeks. 

216. alexiowes, the ugliest. — tvs "Idsev dadsv. ‘This combination of 
words indicates the lofty situation of the city of Ilium.” St. 

217. ¢eaxts. This word is an dva% Asyéspsver. It is usually trans- 
lated squinting. Its meaning was known to the ancients only so far as they 
could gather it from etymology. Buttmann has carefully examined it 
(Lexilogus), and given strong reasons for interpreting it bandy-leaged. 
This rendering is certainly better adapted to the rest of the description. 

219. Gees, &c., pointed ag to his head, with a head like a cone. —iqs- 
savebs, Epic perf. from Th. ENOOQ, or ENEQOO, connected with dvfes and 
&véiw, the fundamental meaning of which, according to Buttmann (Lex.), is 
to issue forth; with preposition iwi, to issue forth upon, to grow upon, to be 
wpon. 

220. ixheres, he was most odious. 

41 
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221. suxsisens, he was wort to revile. 
222, sia xsxAnyes, sharply screaming. 
233. ob piv = ob pay. 


234. inCacxinsy, &., to involve the sons of the Greeks in calamities.’ 


The Epic form ia:Cdéenw has the causative as well as neuter signification. 
It takes, in the former, the accusative of the person and genitive of the 
thing. 

237. view rieciusy, lit. to digest, i. e. to enjoy in quiet, to amass the guer- 
dons of war. 

245. tviwans, from iviere. 

246. dxgirépvbs, loquacious, lit. confused in speech. —Anyds sie, applied 
ironically. ‘This is an epithet of honor applied to Nestor. There are 
many expressions which sometimes praise, sometimes censure, because they 
contain a general idea. Homer has many of these wavering expressions.” 
Wolff. 

250. obx dv....ayoesvess, you should not harangue, having kings upon your 
mouth, or as we say, having the names of kings on your lips. 

264. auuxitees, unseemly, disgraceful. 

266. i3v0dn, he writhed. — Sursesy di, the copious tear, lit. the strong tear. 

269. axvesiov idm, looking foolish, 

270. xal doripsvel wie, though grieved, i. e. because they were disappoint- 
ed in their hope of returning. 

275. foxy’ dyeoodwy, restrained from his harangues. 

285. Beorsiei, dat. of the person in whose presence an action is performe 
ed, or in whose eyes a thing is so and so. 

291. This is an obscure line. Literally, Assuredly it is a woe to return 
afficted. Wolf explains it, Truly it is a hard thing if one must endure many 


troubles before he can go home, or It is a miserable condition to have to endure. 


hardships so long and then to go home, i.e. our enterprise unaccomplished. 


It is sometimes rendered, /¢ ts a grievous thing assuredly to return being’ 


overcome or disgusted, i. e. to give up the enterprise in disgust and return home. 
avinbivee agrees with «vd understood. Perhaps, however, Odysseus is 
to be understood as suggesting an excuse for the conduct of the Greeks. 
In that case the line must be rendered, No doubt there is hardship enough 
to make a man go, exhausted with suffering. 

296. pievevreres, part. dat. pl. from pipveves. 

299. ial xeévev, for a time, i. e. a short time. ' 

302. iCay....pigevva:, carried away. 

S08. X4%d vrs nal wewit’, yesterday and the day before, proverbial for 
lately, referring to the pestilence. 

805. dup) wsei, round about. 


é 
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“$19, Swewswenwess, perf. from wrierw, hiding themselves fearfully among 
che branches, or fluttering cowering among the branches, 

314. tassuvd belongs to virerywras, miserably screaming. - 

- B16. baAsAaskdsesves, Raving coiled himself. 

318. tOnvsv, who sent him. 

325. sfssor, spirirsorey, late, to be fulfilled late. 

330. rsAsivas, are accomplishing. : 

336. Tsevvsos, so called, from Gerenon or Gerena, a city of Messenia, 
where Nestor was brought up. 

340. iv wuei 34, in fire, forsooth. 

341. wwovdal o” Exenran xa) diEini, the libations of unmixed wine, and the 
right hands; in allusion to the custom of pouring out a libation of pure 
wine in the ceremony of forming a league, and joining right hands, as a 
pledge of mutual fidelity after the sacrifice. 

348. awely “Apyeod tives. This is to be connected with Bovasiwe’ in 
the preceding line, to return to Argos first, before we know, &c. 

353. iasdt%. Auspicious omens were supposed by the Greeks to appear 

on the right. 
- 356. ‘EAtvns septipard vs srnvaghe et. There are two leading intery 
pretations of this passage. 1. Helen’s sorrows and groans. 2. By consid- 
ering ‘EAisns the genitive of the object, the sorrows and groans of the 
Greeks on account of Helen. The latter is the preferable one. . 

362. pvr, Perreas. The Athenians were divided into tribes, called 
gvae, each tribe being subdivided inte Qgargias or clans. The words 
seem to be used here, however, in a more general sense, and the passage 
means that they should be divided according to their races and clans. 

3866. xzark& opias, by themselves, separated from the rest of the forces. 

367. Ssowscin, i. ©. Bodan, by the will of the gods. 
~ 870. wav = pry. 

379. ts ys piay, i.e. Redan» to be supplied from BevAsvcousy. — ivura; 
then, in that case. 

380, 023’ Cascv, not even a little, not a moment. Thig speech of Aga- 
memnon is artful and spirited. He first praises the wisdom of the old 
Nestor; then speaks of his own quarrel with Achilles, doing ample justice 
to the hero's bravery ; then gives the most animated directions to prepare 
for the coming contest; and lastly threatens the coward who shall shrink 
from the battle with instant death. 

889. dugitedens. The shields of the Greeks were of sufficient diame- 
ter to protect the whole or the greater part of the body, sometimes reaching 
to the feet. 

400. “Arrog 2’ ZAAw, some fo one god, some to another (each to his own 
peculiar god). 
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409. £drgsdy ds iwovsire, instead of os £3:AGs0s lwoveivs, for he knew in 
his mind how his brother was toiling. 

410. wsgirricavre, stood around, or placed themselves around, 

412. sifigs vaiov. Verbs which signify to reside or dwell are often fol- 
lowed by the dative of the place without a preposition. 

413. The infinitives in this line come under the class of forms of en- 
treating, praying, &c.; but strictly speaking they depend upon some word 
understood. ‘‘ Grant,” &. 

415. wugés dnioe. The verb is constructed both with the genitive and 
dative. 

418. ILenviss iv xoviness, prone in the dust, i. e, face foremost in the dust. 

420, segq. <A sacrifice is here described, not materially differing from 
that mentioned in Book I. — dixes, ep. sync. aor., = idizare. 

438. dytuesyrw, third pers. pl. imper. pres. ; found also in Ionic and 
Doric. 

447. Aly’. The gis of Athene was a shield, with rows of tassels 
(Sveure:) hanging from the edge. 

449. ixarsuloes, worth a hundred oxen. Before coins were in use, the 
value of things was expressed by reference to some familiar article of prop- 
erty. Cattle furnished the usual standard. 

453. wérsuos yAuxiov yiver’, war became sweeter than to go. 

455, seqqg. The description of the march is adorned with copious, but 
natural, imagery. The poet employs a magnificent prodigality of similes, 
all appropriate, and forming an extremely lively pieture. 

457. Stowseiose. “This is commonly the epithet of any great phenome- 
non, whether proceeding from nature or man. Applied to the brass, it does 
not .denote the general qualities of the metal, but rather the dazzling bril- 
liancy of it in the full sunlight.” St. 

459. wsrsnvay. ‘This epithet is indeed necessarily contained in the sub- 
stantive éevidws, but still, in presenting the picture of the object, it is brought 
out with special emphasis as a part of the whole.” St. 

461. agi signifies here, on both sides of. 

465. weoviovre, with middle signification, poured themselves forth, poured 
forth. The monosyllable yésy» at the end of the line has a peculiar force. 

472. iw) Teasee:, against the Trojuns. 

473. dapfaicas. The object must be supplied. 

477. ites. The infinitive here denotes the object of d:sxdepser. 

480, 481. Bovs....cavges. A word of general meaning is here followed 
by another more specific. 

484. The poet now invokes the Muses to aid him in the enumeration 
of the Grecian leaders and their respective forces. He says that he should 
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be unable to “ describe the multitude (i.e. of the common men), and te 
name them.” The following catalogue was anciently appealed to as a high 
authority in geographical. questions, and is therefore worthy of particular 
attention. It is interesting for the poetical beauty of the verse, the pecu- 
liar order which is followed, and the little characteristic touches, which de~ 
note the peculiarities of the several regions. 

The catalogue of the ships has generally been considered. as forming a 
part of the regular plan of the Iliad. It is a sort of muster of the forces, 
and an enumeration of the leaders under whose guidance the war is to be 
carried on. Others, however, as Wolf, regard it as a separate poem, or 
document, and ascribe the composition to another author. He thinks it a 
historical document, unconnected with the rest of the Iliad, composed to be 
delivered in the customary mode of the Epic age. “It is,” says he, “a 
historical song, and so the Greeks regarded the piece as an important geo- 
graphical monument. Long commentaries were written upon it, all of 
which, however, have perished. . . . . . The Greeks gave to this piece the 
name of Bewria. The reason for this is, that the enumeration begins with 
the Bootians, and the reason for this again is, that the Greek fleet starts 
from Aulis, a Boeotian harbour.” 

The Beeotians are first enumerated, beginning with the towns on the 
eastern coast. Proceeding westward, the Phoceans next occur, then the 
Locrians, with their several towns. The poet now moves eastward, and 
enumerates the Eubceans, and their several towns, affixing to many of them 
epithets descriptive of their situation or productions, or some other charac- 
teristic circumstance. Turning his course towards the Peloponnesus, he 
comes to Athens, then to Salamis, then to Argos and other towns in the 
province of Argolis, then to Myceng, and Corinth, and Sicyon. It is to 
be remarked, however, that the description proceeds more in the order of the 
large towns or cities, than in reference to the boundaries which were after- 
wards established between the several regions. Then follows the description 
of Lacedsemon, Pylos, and the neighbouring towns on the southwestern ex- 
tremity of the Peloponnesus. Proceeding northward, the poet comes to the 
Arcadians; and it may be observed, as a proof of his minute accuracy of 
information, that he says Agamemnon gave them ships because they had 
never concerned themselves in naval affairs. Arcadia was an inland prov- 
ince, nowhere touching’ on the sea. This is a small cireumstance, but val- 
uable, because it shows the fidelity of the poet in matters of fact. North- 
west of. Arcadia lie Elis, Buprasium, &c., which follow in the enumeration ; 
then the islands called Echinades, which lie near the mouth of the river 
Achelous, and, as Homer expresses it, wieny 2445, "Hasdes Zvra. We have 
now followed the poet through the Peloponnesus, southward on the eastern 
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coast, then northward through the interior and along the western coast. 
We now arrive at the dominion of Odysseus, Cephallenia, Ithaca, Neritus, &.; 
then turn to the continent, and come to the /Etolians, the subjects of Thoas. 
We must now retrace our course to the south, and visit the islands in the 
“igean Sea, the dominions of the renowned Idomeneus, Crete, the island 
of a “hundred cities.” Following the course of the enumeration, we find 
ourselves on the celebrated island of Rhodes, from which Tlepolemus led 
his bands, with many other islands in its neighbourhood. Having gone 
over the islands, the poet leads us next to the important dominions of the 
*‘ swift-footed, godlike Achilles,” which lay on the north of all the naticns 
hitherto enumerated, Pelasgic Argos (so called to distinguish it from 
Argos in Peloponnesus), Alus, Alope, &c., and Hellas, ‘ abounding in 
beautiful women.” This last name became afterwards common to all 
Greece. Next comes the dominion of Protesilaus, lying on the coast. 
This hero was celebrated for being the first who was slain in the war. He 
was killed while leaping from his ship upon the Trojan shore, Proceeding 
northward, we come to Phere, and the lake Boibeis, whose forces Eumelus 
commanded. Still farther north, and along the coast of the Thermaic 
gulf, lay Methone and other parts of the kingdom of Philoctetes. In the 
west of Thessaly were Tricca and Ithome, whose forces were commanded 
by the sons of Asculapius, celebrated for their skill in medicine. In the 
northern part of Thessaly are Argissa, Gyrtone, Oloosson, &c. 

Then proceeding to the northwest, we come to the region of the “ stormy 
Dodone,” and the river Titaresius, which flows into the Peneus “ without 
mingling its waters.” And last of all are the Magnetes, who dwelt in 
the neighbourhood of “the Peneus, and the leaf-shaking Pelion.” It 
will thus be perceived that the order of enumeration is sufficiently pre- 
cise for easy recollection, and the details, with respect to early Hellenic ge- 
ography, are worthy of attention. It is interesting to estimate the combined 
forces of the Greeks upon this enumeration. Trollope remarks, that the 
number has been variously given by different authors: Plutarch puts them 
down at 120,000 men; Thucydides, about 102,000, &. Now, if we 
take the whole number of ships, 1,184, and multiply by 120, the number 
_ of men in each of the Boeotian vessels, we shall have 142,080 for the whole 
Grecian army. This is obviously too great; and a much fairer way of 
estimating it is to take the mean between 120 and 50, the smallest number 
mentioned, which will give the average 85, and multiply this by 1,184; 
then we shall have 100,640, or, in round numbers, about 100,000 men. 

In the same manner we may trace the nations who were united with 
the Trojans, and the islands lying near the coast of the Troad. The enu- 
meration is not so particular, nor so regular, as that of the Greeks, nor 
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does it afford any basis for a calculation of their number. Perhaps this 
circumstance may still farther confirm the credibility of Homer as to his- 
torical facts. He would naturally be more familiar with the traditions rel- 
ative to the Greeks than with those relative to the Trojans, of whom he 
might easily learn about as much as he has told us, and could not prob- 
ably acquire more particular information. 

Every thing is now prepared. The two armies are arrayed, enumerated, 
and ready to engage. The next book shows how the battle was interrupt~ 
ed by the proposal of a single combat between Menelaus and Paris. 
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‘Tre scenes in this book are described with great spirit. The figurns are 
graphic and beautiful, and the mind of the reader is borne along with breath- 
less interest over the sonorous verse. 

1. xéepnésy for inerudbneay, were arrayed. 

6. ’Ardece: Tluypaiae “They are placed by Aristotle and Strabo on 
the banks of the Nile, and the Scholiast describes them as a diminutive 
race of men in Upper Egypt, who assemble in their fields for the purpose 
of scaring the cranes from the corn, at the time of their periodical passage 
to the warmer climate of the south.” Trollope. “The cranes, in order to 
escape from winter, at this day, turn their course to Africa.” Volcker, 
Uber Homerische Geographie und Weltkunde, § 48. 

18. stxogudpiva for xsxegucuive, pointed or armed with. 

28. dave yas, &c., for he thought to avenge himself upon the wrong-doer. 

35. wapssés. The verb takes two accusatives, viz. the whole and the part. 

39. Avewags, unhappy Paris. Avs is compounded with other words, 
and sometimes with proper names, as in this instance. 

57. Adiver love xirava, you would have put on a coat of stone, i. e. you 
would have been stoned to death; a punishment in the East often inflicted 
by an excited populace. 

64-66. Several words are here employed in an unusual sense. Lit- 
erally, 

‘Do not bring before me (i. e. reproach me with) the desirable gifts of golden 

Venus. 

The glorious gifts of the gods cannot be rejected, 

Whatsoever they may give, and no one can acquire them at will. 
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77, 78. Tesen....tr0v, he kept back the phalanzes of the Trojans, taking 
his spear by the middie. “The part of a thing taken hold of is put in the 
genitive.” 

83. cesvvas, he has tt in mind, is desirous. 

98. dicxesdnpssvas, to be reconciled, or to bring the war to a close. 

99. wiwerés. Various explanations are given of this form; Ist, for 
wiwivneds ; 2d, for wswérbaes, perf. mid. of wdeye; the latter is cor- 
rect. 

100. devis, the beginning of the war, gen. of source. 

103. sfeses, Epic aorist imperative. 

115. &uQis, between. This word bears occasionally, but not often, this 
meaning. 

146. Of 3 &u6@i, Priam, Panthotis, &c., with their attendants, This con- 
struction often occurs. 

151. esrriysecix. On this insect, Mr. Charles Folsom has furnished the 
following facts : — 

“For an account of this tuneful insect, its habits, and the wonderful 
apparatus by which its music is produced, see Shaw's General Zodlogy, 
Vol. VI., p. 149; Kirby and Spence’s Entomology, Vol. II., Letter 24, 
On the Noises of Insects; and especially The Library of Entertaining 
Knowledge, Insect Architecture, pp. 147-152; Insect Miscellanies, pp. 
83-87, 150. 

“The rieriZ or cicada being scarcely ever found in England, Pope, and — 
all preceding English translators of the Greek and Latin poets, mistook its 
nature, and wrongly translated it ‘ grasshopper,’ an insect of an entirely 
different order, and unlike it as well in external form as internal economy. 
The more recent translators have wisely naturalized the name cicdda...... 
From Dr. Harris, a distinguished American entomologist, we learn (Ency- 
clopedia Americana, Vol. VIII., art. Locusr), that, in some parts of the 
United States, it is called ‘the Harvest Fly,’ and also simply, but very 
erroneously, ‘the Locust.” Mr. Rennie (Library of Entertaining Knowl- 
edge, as above cited) has attempted to save it from being ranked among 
grasshoppers by imposing on it the unpoetical name of ‘ Tree-hopper’; since 
it is commonly observed on trees in an open, sunny situation. 

‘In the Iliad (III. 151). where the eloquence of Priam and his aged 
counsellors is compared to the song of the rier, Cowper translates it by 
the general name fly; and not inappropriately, if we regard the form of its 
‘body, its wings and legs, and the sucker (instead of mouth) by which it 
lives entirely on liquids, as dew and the juices of plants. 
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‘Et cantu querulse rumpent arbusta cicada ° ; 

‘And shrill cicadm all the woodland tire’ (Sotheby) ; 
and various modern poets and travellers speak of their music as an annoy- 
ance rather than a pleasure. But the song of the cicada, like the chirp- 
ing of crickets and the piping of frogs, gives delight by being associated 
with the season ;——Sigsos yAuxis weefirns, ‘prophet sweet of summer 
hours.’” " 

156. This episode is remarkable for its beauty. The effect of Helen's 
appearance upon the aged counsellors is striking and poetical. It must be 
borne in mind, that Helen was of divine parentage and unfading beauty, 
and this will explain the enthusiasm which her sight called forth from the 
old men. The poet’s skill in taking this method of describing the Grecian 
chieftains is obvious, and the sketches themselves are living and character- 
istic to a high degree. The reminiscences of the aged Priam, as their 
names are announced, and the penitential sorrow of the erring Helen, which 
the sight of her countrymen, and the recollection of her home, her child, 
her companions, excite in her bosom, are among the most skilful touches 
of natural feeling. 

164. airin, to be blamed. 

170. yteagér, respectable, imposing. 

175. enavyirny, generally, a child born tn old age, but secondarily, a 
beloved child. 4 , 

180. buts fexs xvvwwidos, &c. A form of expression conveying a sad 
feeling for the past. The possessive is here used instead of the geni- 
tive of the personal pronoun. He was te brother-in-law of me, shame- 
less, — if indeed he ever was so related; i. e. 1 am now so degraded that 
¥ almost doubt whether such a man ever was connected with me. 

183. 3s3uvare, pluperf. pass. from dando. 

183. "Agagéves, a tribe of warlike women, belonging to the mythical 
ages. They are said to have lived near the river Thermodon. 

206. «sv, concerning you. — ayytiring, gen. of source or cause. It would 
be difficult to find in poetry or rhetoric a more distinet and beautiful sketch 
of different kinds of eloquence, than is here drawn in the description 
of Menelaus and Odysseus. 

224. Ov vies »’. This line is supposed to be spurious. Perhaps it 
means, Our admiration was not then drawn to the form of Odysseus, but 
to the power of' his oratory. 

234, seqq. Helen sees nowhere in the plain her two brothers, Castor 
and Pollydeuces. Her inquiry is a natural one, and her self-reproach nat~ 
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urally suggests her own disgrace as the cause of their not appearing 
among the other commanders. The two lines in which the poet mentions 
their death are simple and touching. 

269. Sexsa wived. The victims by which the compact was to be con- 
firmed and sanctioned. 

273. edurs ceizas. One of the first ceremonies of making a covenant 
was the cutting from the heads of the victims a portion of the hair, and 
distributing it among the chiefs of the contracting parties. 

279. giveebev, dual, referring to Hades and Persephone. — seis is used 
in relation with the plural, a frequent construction, for whoever of departed 
men, &C. 

286. sity, a tribute. Some understand the following line to mean, 
Which shall continue to be paid in coming times; and such tributes, paid 
annually, were not unknown to the ancients. Here, however, probably, 
Which shall be, i. ¢. which shall be known or famous. 

330. asngidas, greaves, for the defence of the legs, fastened with buttons. 

372. éxvevs, the thong by which the helmet was fastened ander the chin. 

376. xsivm, for xsvs, empty. 

420. wévas 31 Tewks rAKbsy, she passed unseen by the Trojan women. 

The battle between Menelaus and Paris is thus ended by the interposition 
of the goddess Aphrodite. The reproaches of Helen are well-timed and deserv- 
ed. Her penitence and her anger are, however, but momentary. 
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THe scene changes to the golden hall of Zeus, where the gods deliberate 
on human affairs in the midst of revelling. 

1. of 3% At the beginning of a narrative the particle 3& denotes a tran- 
sition to another subject. — rysgswrre, from d&yeedw, impf. for tryeguree. 

3. igvexée, poured the wine. At feasts in the Heroic age, it was the 
eustom for young men to perform the part of wine-bearers, which Hebe is 
represerted as doing among the gods. 

4. Udivar’ daadaovs, Epic for 3divare, pl. of Isinvopss, saluted or 
pledged each other. 

8. "AAsAneusynis. Derived, according to some, from diadAxsiv, to render 
assistance; according to others, from Alalcomens, a part of Boeotia, where 
stood an ancient temple of Athene. The former is the more generally re- 
ceived explanation. 
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11. waguipCrwne, a Homeric verb from wagaladexw, to support or assist. 

24. “Hen 3 bx txatds oriibes, the breast of Here did not contain her 
anger. Epic dat. for gen. 

43. ixey dixeve! ys Susy, yielding, but with reluctant mind, 

46. wig: xies, above, beyond, most of all in her heurt. 

49. Aelns, the tibution of wine. 

59. wessCurdeny, —= riswrdeny, most revered or honored. — dyxvrcun- 
ons, having deep or inscrutable counsels. 

74, seqq. The descent of Athene, and the effect of her appearance 
upon the Greeks and Trojans, are described with simplicity and fine po- 
etical imagery. 

95. waes, among all, or in the eyes of all. 

107. dsdsyptves. In the Epic language this perfect has the sense of the. 
present, waiting for, lying in wait for. 

111. xogsvny, the tip or end of the bow, provided with a metal ring, to 
which the string was fastened. 

122. yaupidas, the notch in the arrow, which was pressed against the 
string. This description, so full of circumstantial detail, is remarkable. 
1. The history of the bow, giving in a few words the picture of a hunter 
lying in ambush and slaying his victim. 2. Then the process of making 
the bow. 3. The anxious preparation for discharging the arrow with 
certainty, which was destined to break off the truce and precipitate the 
battle. 4. The hurried prayer and vow to Apollo, after which the string is 
drawn, the bow is bent, the cord twangs, the arrow “leaps forth.” The 
whole is described with such graphic truth, that we see, and hear, and 
wait in breathless suspense to know the result. 

124. xuxacrsgis. This word expresses the result of the bending of the 
bow. 

141. 'QQ4¢ 8 Ses eis.“ We learn from hence that the Lydians and Cari- 
ans were famous in the first times for their staining in purple, and that 
the women excelled in works of ivory; as also that there were certain or- 
naments which only kings and princes were privileged to wear.” Pope. 

151. syxous, the barbs, the barbed head. 

161. awirseay, the aorist instead of the future, or rather, a past tense 
used in reference to a future action, indicating the certainty in the speaker’s 
mind that the punishment will take place. 

166. ipiuyes, high-throned, an epithet of Zeus, borrowed from the uppa 
bench of a ship, and meaning properly, sitting on the upper bench. 

167. lesperny aivida, his dark or awful shield. This speech of Agamemnos 
over his wounded brother is full of noble power and touching eloquence. 
The Trojans have violated a truce sanctioned by a solemn sacrifice to the 
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gods. The reflection that such perjury cannot pass with impunity, but 
that Zeus will sooner or later punish it, occurs first to the mind of the 
warrior. In the excitement of the moment, he predicts that the day will 
surely come when sacred Troy shall fall. From this impetuous feeling, 
his mind suddenly retarns to the condition of his brother, and imagines, 
with much pathos, the consequences that will flow from his death, and 
ends with the wish, that the earth may open before him when that time 
shall come. 

169. &xves ethss, sorrow on thy account, gen. of the source or cause. 

176. es, used here in the sense of many a one. 

192, Ssiov xsiguxa. “Cf. I. 334, where the xsiguxss are brought forward 
as Auds dyytre: 904 nai dvdems, and consequently the meaning of the word 
Ssies may here be assumed to be standing under the divine protection.” Cr, 

200. rarraivey, looking round for. 

211. dynyigné’, 3 plural pluperf. pass. of dysigw. 

214. wdarw dysy (for dynouy), were bent back, or, according to Thiersch, 
Broken off. 

224. weary, to cower. 

235. Ysvdiens, to the false or perjured. 

243. esénwéess, from Sdéaem, to be astonished or amazed. 

259. yteeverr, that which is given to old men, or counsellors, i. e. precious, 

275. vides, a cloud, i. e. a multitude like a cloud. The comparison in the 
succeeding lines is picturesque, and the description which follows, brilliant. 

806, 307. “Og 3% x’, &c. And whoever, having left his chariot (i. e. being 
on foot), shall come to another chariot (i.e. of the enemy), let him attack 
with extended spear. 

315. yiieas....ésoisov, old age alike to all, This epithet is applied by 
Homer to disagreeable or painful things which belong to the common lot. 

322. daArAd xad Bs, but even so, or notwithstanding this. 

343. axovdlicbor, you hear of, i. e. you are first invited, and are always 
prompt to come. 

347. Pidws x” secwrs, you would gladly see. 

371. weriuese yshveas, literally, the bridges of war, i. e. the spaces be- 
tween the contending armies, or the spaces between the ranks of the armies, 
which are, as it were, bridges between them. 

376. This refers to the embassy on which Tydeus went, with Adrastus, 
king of Argos, and Polynices, to Mycens, to ask for succour against Eteo- 
cles. This was the Theban war, which took place one generation before 
the Trojan. 

378. of ja, they, i. e. Polynices and Adrastus. 

380. of 3. The inhabitants of Mycens. 
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$82. of 3, Tydeus and Adrastus. — wed t30r, advanced on their way. 

384. “Evé’.... Ayasi, Then again the Acheans despatched Tydeus on an 
embassy, i. e. to Thebes. ia: belongs to ersiaav. ayystAiny, acc. of purpose. 

386. Bins "Ersoxansins, a circumlocution for Eteocles himself. 

389. weexarilsre, challenged. It was a customary amusement of the 
heroes to try their strength in various games after a feast. 

409. xsivor, they, i. e. our fathers. 

412. riera, a friendly term of address from a young to an old man. 

422. The comparison with which the description of the battle is intro- 
duced is one of the noblest in the Diad. It presents a striking picture 
of one of the grandest scenes in nature. 

446, seqqg. This is a most animated description.. The onset, the 
clashing of spears, the shield pressed to shield, the tumult of battle, the 
shouts and groans of the slayer and the dying, —all are described in words 
every sound of which conveys the terrible meaning. Then come the ex- 
ploits performed by individual heroes. The student must bear in mind that 
the battles of the Heroic age depended in a great measure on the prowess 
of single chieftains. Hence the appropriateness of the following enume- 
ration. 

472. dvie Y kvde’ WvewdrsZev, man grappled with or threw down man. 

478. Seivrea, originally Serrrigse, provision made for parents as a re- 
turn for support in childhood. 

500. wap’ ivxwv, from the charge of the swift mares, in Abydos, where, 
according to a Scholiast, Priam kept a stud. But, according to St., the 
expression is like dwé dv éyiwv, with an adverbial signification, by chariot, 
or with horse. If this is right, wae’ ivawy ig for ig’ ivaws. . 

Bll. BardAcuivosery. ‘* The addition of this participle at the end of the 
verse denotes the circumstances under which they could not resist the 
piercing brass.” St. 

'589, seqg. ‘“‘The turning off in this place from the actions of the 
field, to represent to us a man with security and calmness walking through 
it without being able to reprehend any thing in the whole action, is not 
only a fine praise of the battle, but, as it were,.a breathing-place to the 
poetical spirit of the author, after having rapidly run along with the heat 
of the engagement.” Pope. 
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ILIAD, V. 


THE poet in this book continues the narrative of the first battle, and 
particularly celebrates the exploits of Diomedes. 

1. av. This particle serves to continue the narrative, like 3i, but it has 
the additional force of suggesting a sort of contrast, or rather, in this case, 
of introducing something of especial importance. 

4. dais, she (i. e. Athene) kindled. 

. 5. devig’ éwegivg, the autumnal star, i.e. Sirius. This comparison, among 
many others, shows how constantly the poet’s attention was directed to 
the phenomena of nature. ‘“ This star is called éwegives, the autumnal, 
because its rising, in the middle of July, marked the beginning of the 
éween, i. e. the season of the year when the grapes and the fruits come 
to maturity. It lasted until the middle of September, and cunsequently 
Was quite different from our autumn.” Cr. 

6. ‘Masareie gen. of place. 

ll. sd sidées, well shilled in. In this sense the part. takes the genitive ease. 

12. dwoxesbives, separated from the rest. 

13. &@ teaesiz, literally, from their horses, i. e. from their chariot, which 
was drawn by two horses. In the Heroic age, horses were used only with 
chariots in battle. 

21. wsesChves, literally, te go round, i. e. to protect. 

26. xardysy, to lead down to. 

$6. siesyvrs, formed from sia», a shore; on the banked, i. high-banhed 
Scamander. The epithet is applied to the river on account of its high 
and steep banks. 

49. aipova, skilled. 

64. Ssav ix Sicgara, the oracles of the gods. These oracles are no fure 
ther indicated in Homer. One by Helenus and Cassandra is mentioned, 
which forbade the voyage of Paris. This perhaps is the one referred to as 
having commanded the Trojans to abstain from naval affairs, and devote 
themselves to agriculture. 

67. dersxev, through, to the opposite side. 

73. iviev, the hollow below the back of the head. 

74. td yasoony véus; the construction is, twiraus yiwrcar. The 
spear passed through and cut out his tongue. 

85. Todsidny. The activity and energy of the hero are vividly describ- 
ed. The simile of an overflowing river, sweeping all before it, presents 
a lively image of his exploits on the field of battle. 

92. Soya aifnwv, works of the youths, i. e. cultivated fields, and all that 
belongs to farms. 
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113. sreseceie xireves, from erelpw. A species of breastplate strength- 
ened with pieces of metal, and joined by hooks, so as to be flerible. 

117. @iaes, imp. 1 aor. mid. Epic, as if from @iaw. 

119. tars ¢édusves. The aorist middle participle used in the sense of 
the active; anticipated me, hit me first. 

135-139. The comparison of Diomedes to a lion among the sheep~ 
folds, and the description of the terror of the flocks, are finely executed. 

154. isl sridesee, in possession of his estate. 

158. ynewera) 35, the relatives or heirs of a childless mat. 

178.- ies, on account of sacrifices, i. e. neglected. 

182. abawaidi os. The upper part of the helmet was composed of the 
Ashes, the crest, and the QdAes, the cone. The helmet ia called aiadcess, 
because it has an orifice or tube of metal, «dds, into which the crest is 
secured. It appears, from the epithets frequently applied to helmets, that 
the crest was generally made of horse-hair. 

252. psCord’ dydesy’, do not counsel me to bLetake myself to flight. 

262. if dvrvyes. The &ere¥ was a rim that ran round the chariot, with 
a hook or peg in the centre in front, by which to fasten the reins. 

292. yrsecar wevmrsy, the root of the tongue. 

302. vsepcdser. ‘ That the Homeric heroes used stones in battle, if they 
could accomplish nothing by their ordinary arms, is a circumstance that 
frequently occurs.” Cr. Mr. Mure, in his interesting Tour in Greece, de- 
scribes the vseudde as abounding in the plains of Acharnania, and as 
being constantly used by the natives as weapons of offence and defence. 
“Tt is,” says he, “to these stones that travellers and the population at large 
instinctively have recourse, as the most effectual weapon of defence against 
the dogs. ‘Those selected are seldom smaller than a man exerting his full 
force can conveniently lift and throw with one hand,—a class of weapon 
by consequence most aptly and concisely designated with Homer by the 
term ehermadion, or handful, and which the agoghiates and peasantry, like 
the heroes of old, are in the habit of hurling with great force and dexterity. 
The weapon is the more effectual, owing to the nature of the rock itself, 
broken as it is in its whole surface into angular and sharp-pointed inequal- 
ities, which add greatly to the severity of the wound inflicted. This prop- 
erty is also very aptly described by the epithet ‘rugged’ or ‘ jagged,’ which 
Homer familiarly applies to the chermadia of his heroes. Nor is the 
use of this primitive weapon confined to engagements with the brute spe- 
cies, but also extends to those between man and man, in extreme cases, 
when none of a more convenient nature is at hand. It was a personal 
familiarity with this joint feature of Hellenic nature and Hellenic manners, 
that first conveyed to my mind a clear and vivid impression of that per- 
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petually recurring incident of Homer’s battles, where the combatants, when 
momentarily unprovided with their regular missiles, at once resort to the 
substitute which their native soil so abundantly supplies.” Vol. I., pp. 
95-97. 

306. ieviy, the hip-joint, xervany, the hollow of the hip-bone, into which 
the thigh-bone is inserted. 

335. iwegsEdesves, attacking him with extended spear. 

364. axnyseivn, Epic for dxnynpivn. 

387. xtgéum here means a cavern. 

416. iva, ace. for izveea. The meaning and construction of the line 
is, She said, and, with both her hands, she (Dione) wiped away the ichor 
from the hand (of Aphrodite). 

453. Aawewsx, small and very light shields. 

487. avie:, the meshes. 

499. ‘Qe B &vseeos. This is a simile of great beauty. The poet always 
draws his comparisons from objects which were the most familiar to the sight 
of men in that age. The ancients did not thresh out their grain in barns, 
but employed oxen to tread it out in the open field. They then winnowed 
the wheat from the chaff, by throwing it up when the wind blew freshly. 

522. ssptanow iosorss. The comparison is true and striking. 

526. swvesjeir. This line describes, with sound corresponding to the sense, 
the whistling of the winds as they scatter the clouds by their blasts. 

530. aidsieds, respect each other, i. e. be ashamed to fail in your duty 
in the presence of each other. 

554. Ateves 3uw. The comparison of the two brothers to two mountain- 
nurtured lions is very fine, and the description which follows is charac- 
teristic. 

579. xanida, the collar-bone. 

586. xtuCavos, headlong. 

620. raz weerlds, treading upon him, generally explained, with his heel. 

66]. gamewwon, part. pres. from paicde. 

686. evx ae’ Iusarey, I was not destined. 

698. xsxaQnira, for xsxaQyxsra, fainting. 

709. xexasg ‘ves, in the neighbourhood of. 

723. éxraéxynge, having eight spokes. 

724—729. ‘rus, the circumference of the wheel, the felloes ; ixiccurga, 
the tire; wAnpves, the nuve and bores; difeos, the body ; kveuyss, the borders, 
or rims ; pupés, the pole. 

733. The description of the gis of Athene is highly wrought. The 
symbolical devices of Terror, Discord, Violence, and Pursuit give it a most 
warlike appearance; and -the wonder is raised to the highest point, when 
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the poet declares the helmet of the goddess to be sufficient for the warriors 
of a hundred cities (v. 744). The remainder of the description — the god- 
dess seizing her mighty spear, and mounting the flaming car, the opening 
gates of heaven, the Hours—are sublime conceptions, and expressed. in 
Magnificent language. 

"751. avexaAivas, to remove the thick cloud, and iqiésive:, to spread it over 
the heavens. The expressions are used of opening and shutting the gates 
of heaven. 

770-772. These lines are quoted by Longinus as an example of the 
sublime. 

817. a&xsewy, heartless, or rather, disheartening, dispiriting. 

834. ray 36, i.e. the Greeks. 

851, 852. Tlesedsy....varnciv, in front, Ares assailed him with extended 
spear, over the yoke and reins. 

859. Ares is wounded, and shouts as loud as nine or ten thousand men. 
This is bold, but the poet is describing the voice of the god of war. The 
description (864-868) completes the picture with wonderful liveliness and 
even grandeur. « 
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In this book the battle is continued. It contains also the remarkable 
episode of Glaucus and Diomedes, and that unequalled passage, the parting 
of Hector and Andromache. 

1. oisbn, was left alone, i. e. by the gods. 

4. Zuyeisvees. The Simois and Xanthus were two fivers of the Tro- 
ad, which formed a junction before they reached the Hellespont. The 
Simois rose in Mount Ida, and the Xanthus had its origin near Troy. 

14, 15. Axylus was distinguished for his hospitality. This trait was 
characteristic of the Oriental nations, and as such is spoken of by the ancient 
writers. The right of hospitality often united families belogging to differ- 
ent and hostile nations, and was even transmitted from father to son. 
This description is a finely expressed tribute to the generosity of Axylus. 

17. twarridoas, assisting or protecting. 

_ 24. exériey, illegitimate, or rather one whose father is unknown. 

39. BAaglives, impeded by. 

40. &£are’, having broken. 

47. iv &Qvsied, in the house of my wealthy father. 
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56. deere. Spoken ironically, in allusion to the wrongs Menelaus had 
sustained in his domestic relations. 

62. afeima, justice, what is merited by the enemy. 

72. The Greeks begin to gain the advantage over the Trojans. Hel- 
enus, the chief of the svothsayers, directs Hector to enter the city, and 
cause the Trojan women to assemble in the temple of Athene, with a 
splendid robe for a propitiatory offering, and to promise a sacrifice if she 
will stay the victorious career of the son of Tydeus. 

117. cowes, struck against ; dieu xsXas0y is the nominative. This and 
the following line set Hector vividly before us, as he walked. 

118. dvrv%, the rim, the edge or border, made of hide, in apposition with 
digzea, in the preceding line. 

119. The episode of Glaucus and Diomedes is remarkable in several 
respects. At first sight, it seems improbable that two coinbatants, eager to 
engage, should hold a dialogue of this description ; and accordingly we find 
a writer in the Edinburgh Review objecting to and ridiculing it, as in 
the highest degree absurd. It must be remembered that Homer is de- 
scribing the manners of an ancient Heroic age, and not of the nineteenth: 
century. His battles are not like those of Waterloo and <Austerlitz, the 
result of scientific calculation, and dependent on the movements of masses 
of men, giving but little scope to individual prowess, and, above all, are 
not decided by powder and bullet. They are the battles of an age of sim- 
plicity, in which the personal valor of the chieftains bore a distinguished 
share. It happened, not unfrequently, that opposing chieftains singled 
each other out, and fought hand to hand, after holding parley, and putting’ 
various interrogatories to each other. This has indeed occurred in the skip- 
mishing warfare of the last Greek revolution. It cannot be deemed im- 
probable that two warriors, whose fathers had exchanged courtesies and 
pledges of the sort here described, and who therefore stood to each other 
in the relation of guests, should meet on the field of battle, and, upon inqui- 
ry, find themselves to be thus related. The peculiar sacredness of this tie 
would cause them at once to suspend hostilities, and perhaps exchange 
tokens of friendly recognition. On the whole, this episode, so far from: 
being an unnatural and improbable excrescence, is a relief to the carnage 
and confusion of the battle, and presents a beautiful picture of a peculiar 
feature of ancient society. 

143. srileou wsigal’ ixmas, that you may come to the end of death. 

150. dasjeves for Sanves, 2 aor. pass. from daiw. After this some word 
must be supplied. “If you wish to know, know, or I will tell you.” 

168. evuara Avyed, deadly signs. Some suppose that alphabetical 
writing was unknown in the Homeric age, and consequently that these 
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signs must have been hieroglyphical marks. The question is difficult 
one, and the most distinguished scholars are divided in opinion. To some 
it seems improbable that a poem of the length and general excellence of the 
liad could be composed without the aid of writing; and yet, we are told, 
there are well authenticated examples of such works being preserved and 
handed down by traditional memory. However this may be, we know that 
the Oriental nations were in possession of the art of alphabetical writing at 
a very early period, and it is not improbable that the art may have been 
introduced at least into occasional use in Greece before the Trojan war. 
Inscriptions as early as the. seventh century before Christ are known to ex- 
ist. It cannot, then, seem very improbable, that the author or authors of 
the Iliad should also have been acquainted with this art. Whether they used 
it to record and perpetuate their poetical compositions is another and more 
difficult question. The student may find the subject amply and learnedly 
discussed in Wolf's Prolegomena, Wood’s Essay on Homer, &c., and the 
arguments on both sides very concisely stated by H. N. Coleridge, in his 
Introduction to the Study of the Classics. The various questions connected 
with the origin, character, history, and growth of the Homeric poetry 
have been handled with much ability, especially among recent authors, by 
those eminent German scholars, Nitzsech, Lachmann, K. QO. Miiller, and 
Wilhelm Miiller. 

169. wivans wrvxry, a folded tablet. The nature of this folded tablet 
cannot at this day be precisely determined. The expression is one of those 
on which the discussion of the use of writing in the Homeric age turns. 
It may be observed that yeégw means originally to mark or scratch, not. to 
write; so that it may be used of making hieroglyphic figures, or conven- 
tional signs of any description. oxnare, also, is a general term, meaning 
only signs, without specifying their nature. Wolf (Prol., p. 86) says,— “I 
think it very probable that already certain symbolical marks had been 
agreed upon among relatives, by which they could communicate their wishes 
on the most important matters to each other; and especially this kind, 9v- 
peoflieuy onuarey, was invented in an age in which punishment for killing 
and the wreaking of private vengeance in personal animosities were en- 
forced with dreadful severity.” He is inclined to think that the tablet was 
of wood, with marks rudely cut upon it, which conveyed with sufficient 
distinctness the deadly meaning. A waxen tablet, he says, can hardly have 
been intended, because it is the poet’s custom to designate any such pro- 
duct of art by some descriptive epithet. At any rate, the tablet must 
have consisted of two plates or leaves, which couki be shut up and sealed. 
There is no trace in the Iliad to indicate the use of writing, further than 
this. 
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194. efsvos. It was usual to appropriate tracts of land, called reaivn, for 
the distinguished services of the great men in the Heroic age. ‘This word 
afterwards acquired the signification of @ spot sacred to some divinity. 

222. Tvdiea. Verbs of remembering, which ordinarily govern the geni- 
tive, sometimes take the accusative. 

234. i%tasre, took away. The expression appears to be a familiar one, 
like the English “to take away one’s wits.” Porphyrius, however, and after 
him Eustathius, thinking this sense unworthy of the poet, explain pivas 
Zlasre by Geivas Mawirevs twoinety, i.e. he made his thoughts lofty or excel- 
lent ; 80 lofty that he cared nothing about the superior value of the arms 
which he gave in exchange for those of Diomedes. This explanation has 
been adopted by several modern critics, but it is too far-fetched and incon- 
sistent with the simple conceptions of the Homeric age. The heroes were’ 
shrewd fellows generally, and knew how to drive a good bargain. Homer 
means doubtless to say, that Glaucus was not as sharp as he should have 
been ; and the thing was so remarkable, that the way to account for it, as 
for all extraordinary events, was to suppose some god had a hand in the 
proceeding. The poet seems to think the oversight so great, that Zeus him- 
self must have robbed Glaucus of his senses. 

236. ixarsuCe’, worth a hundred oxen, for those worth but nine. 

The episode is now completed, and the narrative of Hector’s visit to the 
city is resumed. The description of the Trojan wives and daughters gath- 
ering around him, to inquire the fate of their friends in the war, has muck 
natural beauty, but is lost in the incomparable pathos of the following scene 
between Hector and Andremache. 

242-244. 3éuer means the whole establishment of Priam. — Ysersis 
aidovenes, porticoes or piazzas, made of polished stone or marble, and run- 
ning along the house on either side of the door. — SdAauo:, apartments 
opening upon the piazzas. 

247. abA%s, the outer hall or court, upon which the piazzas looked. 

251. saiddwees, gentle; lit. one who gives kindly. The incidents in this 
little scene, occurring by such a natural chance, are simple and touching. 
They display the power of a great master in the art of representing the 
feelings of the human heart. 

285. geiv’, subject of the infinitive. 

$22. aféwrra, handling. The employment in which Heetor finds Parie 
engaged is extremely characteristic. 

831. swveis, genitive of material. 

‘344. This address of Hlen to Hector is in fine keeping with her chare 
acter. H. N. Coleridge (Introduction to the Study of the Greek Classic 
Poets) says : — “* Few things are more interesting than to observe how: tis 
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same hand that has given us the fury and inconsistency of Achilles gives 

us also the consummate elegance and tenderness of Helen. She is, through- 

out the Iliad, a genuine lady, graceful in motion and in speech, noble in her 

associations, full of remorse for a fault for which higher powers seem re- 

sponsible, yet grateful and affectionate towards those with whom that fault 
—had connected her.” 

351. 43m, knew, regarded, or rather, in this place, felt. 

365. Kal yée iye». Hector, having performed his public duty, by 
directing his mother to supplicate the goddess Athene, and by calling Paris 
from his idle employments, now hurries to an interview with his wife, hav- 
ing a presentiment that he shall come back no more. This conduct was 
worthy of him to whom the city looked for support and deliverance. No 
private tie, however strong, could long keep his attention from a public 
duty. That duty performed, he yields to the impulses of the heart, and 
rushes to his home. Andromache is gone, in her anxiety and sorrow, to 
the tower. The hero turns thither, and meets her at the Scwan gate. The 
nurse is with her, bearing on ker boeom the young Astyanax, the hope of 
the city, “the loved child of Hector, like a beautiful star.”” The father 
looks upon his son in silence, and smiles, while the mother stands by in tears. 
The address of Andromache to her husband is full of natural and touching 
eloquence. She caiis up the sorrowful recollection of her slaughtered father, 
her brothers, and her mother, slain by Artemis, after her release from cap- 
tivity. Hector is sow “her father, mother, brother, husband,” — her 
all; and she tenderly entreats him to protect the city, and not expose 
himself to death on the plain. The reply of Hector is full of lofty sen- 
timent, and fine and generous feelings. He forebodes the destruction 
of Troy, and then pictures to himself the desolate condition of his gen- 
tle wife. The anticipation is woful to him, the picture is heart-rend- 
ing; he looks forward, and sees her, in imagination, reduced, by strong 
necessity, to be the menial of another, plying the loom, or drawing 
water from the Messeis or Hyperea, as a slave, in Argos. He imagines 
one of the hostile nation, looking upon her as she weeps, and exclaim- 
ing, ‘This is the wife of Hector, the bravest of the Trojan warriors,” 
and prays that he may repose in death before hearing of the unhappy doom 
which he has just pictured. 

The incidents which follow are simple bat exquisite. Hector wishes ta 
take in his arms his beloved son; but the child, terrified by the glittering 
armor and the waving crest, clings to the bosom of the nurse. This calls 
asmile upon the countenance of the parents, wao are thus, by a happy 
stroke of nature, made to forget, for a single moment, the gloomy state 
of public affairs, in affection for their offspring. Hector lays upon the 

43 
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ground his shining helmet, caresses his son, and utters a prayer natural to 
an ancient patriot and warrior. He places the child in the arms of his 
wife, who receives him upon her fragrant bosom, in the poet's inimita- 
ble language smiling tearfully (daxevssy yrrdeace). 

The moment of separation draws nigh. Hector, in compassion for the 
distress of his wife, utters such consolation as the case will bear, urges 
her to return to her domestic employments, and departs for the field of 
battle. Fearfully she directs her steps homeward, casting a frequent look 
behind, in the direction of her departing lord. Arriving at her door, she 
finds her maidens assembled, and all together “lament the living Hector 
as the dead,” for they suppose he will come back no more. Such is 
an outline of the scene between Hector and Andromache; an episode, 
which, for true and unaffected pathos, delicate touches of nature, and 
knowledge of the human heart, hes rarely been equalled, and perhaps never 
surpassed. , 

490 — 492. “ These words, with which Hector dismisses his wife to her 
domestic labors, seem, according to our modern feeling, too rude and hard. 
But we must not forget that those natural men took no thought of softening 
an idea in the expression, whether it contained praise or censure; that the 
relation of the wife was a much more subordinate one, and that this com- 
mand of Hector implies the wish to dissipate the sorrow of his wife by 
labor.” Cr. 

506. ‘Ns 8 ses. This comparison is a lively one, and presents forcibly 
to the mind the dashing and splended bearing of Paris. — eraris tawes, a 
stabled. horse, that has been long confined in the stable. 

508. Acvschas iipisios woraposs, to bathe in the swift-flowing ricer. This 
verb, and several others, are constructed with a genitive or dative indif- 
ferently. 

516. ddesgs, met with, or spoke with. 

523. "ArAAg& bxay peshsis, but you willingly remit your efforts in the war, 
and are not willing to labor. 

528. Koneiien oviicactas tasibsger, to set up, or place the goblet of freedom, 
having freed our city from the beleaguering of the Greeks. It may be 
observed that Hector begins to resume his hope of success, and his warlike 
spirit is roused again, as he approaches the field of action. The depressing 
effect of his interview is wearing away from his mind, and he {s already 
prepared for the battle with Ajax which awaits him. 
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Tits poet completes the narrative of the first battle. 

1. ieovre, sallied forth. 

4. #s 3i. The arrival of the two heroes is as welcome to the longing 
Trojans, as a favorable breeze to sailors wearied with beating the sea with 
their oars. 

5. itktorns trAdrges, with their polished firs, i. e. oare made of the fir- 
tree. 

12. erspavns, the exterior rim of the helmet, hence the helmet. 

26. icspaanic, literally, giving our strength or aid. 

50. vixpop, the end, the fute. 

45. pnciowery, participle from znr.ee, and a frequent poetical form. 

52. wirpuor imsewsiy, to overtuke fute or death, to be slain. 

63. Qik, the rippling of the waves caused by the zephyr. 

80. AsAdywos, cause to share in, impart, bestow upon. 

83. xetuéw, suspend, asa trophy. It was a custom to consecrate the 
armor taken from the enemy to the gods, and to hang it up in their temples. 

86. Sind vi of vsdwor, raise a mound or tomb for him. It was common 
in the Heroic age to raise these monuments in honor of distinguished. chief- 
tains. 

96. ’Ayasides. It was a common form of reproach, in the mouths of the 
leaders, wishing to instigate their followers by shame, to call them women, 
not men, as here; the second being an emphatic repetition of the first. 

117. «dass, Epic for 23s%5, fearless. 

118. yévu xaperpew, bend the knee,a graphic expression for to rest from 
the conflict. 

124. The character of old Nestor is one of the most consistently pre- 
served in Homer. MHaving had a reputation for eloquence, he loves to 
hear himself talk. He rarely makes a speech without recurring to the 
brave deeds of his youth, which he dwells upon with the fondness, and 
sometimes garrulity, of the privileged old man; and he is always sure to 
receive a very polite compliment from his audience. Sometimes his stories 
get involved in the meshes of minute incident, from which it is difficult 
to disentangle them. 

130. dsieas, 3d sing. opt. 

171. Nestor, the wise counsellor, advises them to decide by lot who shall 
meet the valiant Hector. — wswaravés, from waddeow, which, in the pas- 
sive, with xAsew, means to decide by lot. ‘“‘ The expression, xAvew wewadds 
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bai, to decide by lot, occurs also Od. YX.,331. Aristarchus and some of the 
old commentators read here wsweéAaebs, because they were of opinion that 
the form wiwardyla: can only mean to be stained. According to others, 
waidecuy Means not only to stain or besprinkle, but also, like Baars, to 
hit, in general; hence xAsey wiwadrdzbas, to let one’s self be hit by a lot, to 
cast lots.” Cr. 

184. isdi&se, from the left towards the right. 

198. vwisde. ‘The heroes, like the knights in the Middle Ages, were 
carefully instructed in the use of arms.” Cr. 

199, tAwossae is often used in the sense of J believe, or I think. The use 
of the word, however, is not unlike the Americanism, J expect, applied to 
what is past. 

212. Mudsur Broovgcios weecwwar:, smiling with his grim countenance, 
darkly smiling. The dative case is formed as if from sedswwas. The 
force of the expression is increased by the use of the plural. 

238. senaeas Bev (for evr), to wield my ox-hide, i. e. shield. 

241. ptrwscbas “Agni, to fight, a figurative expression borrowed from the 
war-dance, accompanied with music or singing. The dance and the battle 
are often compared. 

255. The description of the conflict in this and the following lines {ae 
animated by the fiercest spirit of war. 

270. pevr0ssd8i, huge, large as a mill-stone, or like a mill-stone. 

272-276. “The appearance of the two heralds was explained in dif- 
ferent ways by the ancients. The best view is that of Heyne, who suggests 
that the chieftains in both armies, as this duel could only prove the bravery 
of the heroes, which had now been sufficiently displayed, had taken care for 
both, and, as the night approached, despatched their heralds (here like the 
modern seconds) in order to put an end to the conflict.” Cr. 

279. The interference of the herald to stop the progress of the battle 
shows in what consideration the dignity of this class of men was held. 
The reply of Ajax, his willingness to cease provided Hector will propose 
it, since he is the challenger, have something of the spirit of chivalry. 

298. Ssisv dveovrns: &ywva, will enter, or take part in the sacred assembly, 
i. e. the procession of Trojan women, who were to resort to the temple of 
Athene to supplicate the pity of the goddess, and to pray for Hector’s safe 
return. The address of Hector, and the separation with a mutual exchange 
of presents, are worthy of the generous combatants. 

310. &sAariovess, not expecting, 

327. Nestor proposes that a truce shall be agreed upon for the purpose 
of disposing of-the dead, who now overspread the plain. This proposition 
is made partly with the design of gaining time for the erection of fortifica- 
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tions against-the assaults of the Trojans, who, under the guidance of Heo- 
tor, and in the absence of Achilles, have become formidable and audacious. 

348. The speech of Antepor contains one of those delicate touches of 
nature for which Homer is remarkable. He is conscious of the perfidious 
part which his countrymen have played, in violating the truce, and dis- 
trusts the success of their cause. He consequently advises the restoration 
of Helen. 

371. iyesyeeés, an Epic form for tyenybencs, be vigilant, watch. 

402. sribeov wiigar’, for éAsbees, OF réAssos SAsbees, utter destruction. 

410. wueds pssrsooiuesy, to gratify or to fuvor with the funeral fire. 

421. Here is a very brief, but lively, picture of the two parties, doing 
honor to the remains. of their slaughtered comrades. 

443. The gods look down with wonder upon this great work of the 
Greeks. Poseidon, the Earth-shaker, fearing lest the fame of their wall and 
trench shall exist in the memories of men when that which he helped to 
build fur Laomedon is forgotten, obtains permission of Zeus to destroy it. 

467. ix Asses, from Lemnos, “The Greeks carried on a friendly in- 
tercourse with Lemnos, probably because, on their voyage, they had landed 
and had been received in a friendly manner there.” Cr. 

472. sirGovre, purchased wine. The enumeration of articles in the fol-. 
lowing lines shows that trading was not carried on by means of coined 
money, but with brass, iron, slaves, and the like. 
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THe second battle is narrated in this book. It is called xéacs pdévn 
because the fight is broken off by the coming of the night. 

1. xgoxdaswAos, saffron-robed, an epithet of Aurora, supposed to desig- 
nate an earlier hour than jododdxevaes. “The grammarians find here an 
allusion to the ruddy or deep yellow color of the early morning. More- 
over, purple and yellow were among the colors of festal robes.” Cr. 

8. dsexigons, from duaxtiow, to rescind, to make void. 

12. wanysis, smitten, i. e. by the thunderbolt. 

13. Tdgragev. “The Tartarus, the Titans’ place of terror, is a deep 
abyss beneath the earth, which lies as much below Hades as Hades is above 
the earth. That is, we must imagine the earth to be a level plain between 
heaven and Tartarus. The under or opposite side of the earth is Hades, 

43* 
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and Tartarus must be concelved of as an opposite heaven, which from below 
arches towards the ends of the upper earth.” Cr. 

14. Bigsdeev, abyss. 

19. ssseny xevesiny, the golden chain, simply. Many have explained this 
as an allegorical expression for one of the great laws of nature, gravity, or 
the attraction of the sun. There is not the slightest probability that any 
such meaning is intended. All such scientific allusions are quite foreign to 
the simplicity of the Homeric style. 

24. abei yais, earth and all; dative of accompaniment. 

27, wsei. This preposition is often used to signify svperiority, as in this 
passage. 

29. &yacedpusve:, amazed, or terrified at. 

36. dawebnctust’, we will suggest. 

37. tose, Epic for ees. 

43. vivre, for sAsre. 

48. Tdeyaoer. Gargarus was a part of Ida. — eiusves, a sacred spot, on 
which a temple or altar stands. This place was celebrated in subsequent 
times for the worship of Zeus. Several years ago, Dr. E. D. Clarke de- 
posited in the vestibule of the public library in Cambridge, England, a 
marble bust of Here, taken from the ruins of the temple of Zeus, at the 
base of Mount Ida. He quotes these lines of schylus, in allusion to the 
same temple :— 


Ols ty "Raig wéyy 
Asds wargiou Bois ives. Clarke's Greek Marbles, p. 48. 


54. des D beet, and forthwith. 

56. xal ds, even so, i. e, notwithstanding. 

60. The following lines give a spirited picture of the meeting of the 
armies. We almost hear the clash of shield and spear, the tumult and 
the groans of battle. 

69. xevoue réAavea, the golden scales. The scales were in antiquity, as 
in modern times, the symbol of impartiality. 

70. varnAsyios, causing long repose. 

12. pias 0, weighed down, according to the ancient coreeption portending 
destruction. 

75, 76. The omen is terrific, and the description striking. 

84. xaipsy, fatal, or vital. 

87. waenegias, the reins, by which the side horse was guided. “It was 
usual to attach an additional horse to the side of the chariot, which would 
thertfure be ready to supply the place of either of the other two which - 
might happen to be disabled.” Trollope. 
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. 94. wsrd vere Bares, = erelpas vara, turning your bach. 

96. yisevres, i. e. Nestor. 

108. ets wee’ da’ Aissias, which I took from Mineas. Verbs signifying 
to deprive, and the like, govern two accusatives. 

121. wagd, near or by. 

122. trtewncay, started back. 

124. wézaet, clouded, enveloped. It takes a double accusative. 

131. estxachy, — from onxzdZ%w, derived from enués, @ sheep pom — would 
have been penned up like sheep. 

162. Bey. It was usual at the feasts to honor the chief men with the 
first seats, and largest and choicest portions of food. 

178. obdivsewen, worthy of no thought. Hector, fall of courage, and 
knowing that the omens of heaven are in his favor, exhorts the Trojans to 
valor, and contemns the ramparts thrown up by the Greeks. 

185. Hector, in the excitement of the moment, addresses his favorite horses. 
‘‘ This address,” says Crusius, “has been censured as inconsistent with the 
dignity of the epopee. But if we consider how highly the heroes prized 
their horses, and.that Hector was able only by their help to force his way 
over the wall and the trench, the censure will appear unreasonable. Besides, 
it is, as KOppen rightly observes, entirely consonant to nature that a hero, 
who is on such intimate terms with his trusty steeds, should, in a moment 
when he expects the most important aid from them, have expressed this 
wish aloud.” Cr. From this speech it would seem that Andromache herself 
was accustomed to loosen the horses from the chariot, on their return from 
battle, and to feed them ; and from verse 189, unless it is spurious, it seems 
that the provender was sometimes mixed with wine. It is most probable, 
however, that the line is not genuine, or at least is out of place. 

193. xavéves, rods, passing across the inside of the shield, and serving 
for a handle. 

215. séArcpinay, crowded, pressed closely together, horses and charioteers. 

/ 222. psyasdess. This epithet has given rise to some doubts. Butt- 
mann’s explanation is, usyanderns = piya xaos Ivevra, having a large 
hollow, then, generally, large, huge, monstrous. 

: 223. ysyaviuse &uPerigucs, so as to speak to the forces on both sides, 80 
as to be heard at either extremity. ‘The Greek fleet lay along the shore so 
that Ajax’s ships were on the extremity towards Sigeum, those of Achilles 
at the opposite end, those of Odysseus in the middle. 

230. xsvsavxits, empty boasting. 

247. Airiza 3 aisréy qxs. The application of this is obvious: — the 
eagle signified Hector ; the fawn denoted the fear and flight of the Greeks, 
Being dropped at the altar of Zeus, it showed that they would be saved 
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by the protection of that god. “The word waves Qaies, says Eustathius, 
has a great significancy in this place. The Greeks having just received 
this happy omen from Zeus, were offering oblations to him under the title 
of the Futher of Oracles.” Pope. 

281. @iAn xspaar%, dear head, an address of endearment, like our dear 
soul. 

282. géws. This word occurs frequently in Homer in the sense of help, 
deliverance, and the like, and sometimes is applied to persons, as here. 

287. dey, for de. 

306. axe» The simile is very beautiful. The circumstance mention- 
ed in verse 308, that the head was weighed down by the helmet, adds to the 
truth of the picture. 

336. répeoe Babsins dear, drove them back from the trench, gen. of place 
whence. 

848. auginigiceeagea. This compound has great significancy. It can 
only be expressed by a periphasis, — drove his horses about in every direction, 

353. asxadnesusl, Poet. for xntnetusta, from x7depes. 

371. ysvetov. The attitude of supplication is here alluded to, which was 
to touch the knees of the person supplicated with one hand, and the chin 
or beard with the other. 

378. yndies: weepavsien. The participle here is in the accusative dual, 
referring to the two goddesses, Here and Athene. The expression is idio- 
matic, and the accusative is governed by the verb, though, strictly consid- 
ered, it is neuter. 

402. yew, = xwroew, I will lame. 

405. pdewenes, may inflict, by overtaking or striking them. That is, the 
verb, literally meaning only to overtake, includes or implies the rest. 

408. invxaay, poetical for lyzray. 

432. ‘The Hours here appear as the handmaids of Here, as the Graces 
are associated with Aphrodite, and the Nymphs with Artemis.” Cr. 

434. auCeesines xdxrnesy, the ambrosiul cribs. Whatever belongs to the 
gods may be designated by the epithet ambrosial. 

435. lyeare, the outer walls, on both sides of the entrance. 

441. Bwpeies. These were pedestals or frames, the word meaning not 
only altar, but the base of an altar, the base of a statue, or any raised sur- 
face. 

449. éAAveas, participle present. 

470. Zeus now discloses, in part, the divine decrees in relation to the 
destruction of Troy. He hints at the death of Patroclus, which is to call 
out Achilles from his fleet to take part again in the war, for the purpose 
of avenging his slain friend. 
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474, debas, Epic syncopated inf, for igietar, 

488. epidasees, thrice-wished, compound of reis and Aleropat 

495. wéenns, the golden ring, which secured the head upon the handle 
of the spear. 

500. ¢é, used in the sense of the relative; a frequent usage of Homer. 

535. dsasieseas, he shall prove, or show, i. ©. shall cause to be known. 

538-541. Would that I might be inunorial, and free from old age, all 
my days, and might be worshipped like Athene and Apollo, aa surely as this 
day will bring disuster upon the Greeks. 

555. The simile is the most magnificent that can be conceived. The 
stars come forth brightly, the whole heaven is cloudless and serene, the 
moon is in the sky, the heights and promontories and forests stand forth 
distinctly in the light, and the shepherd rejoices ia his heart. This last 
simple circumstance is natural and beautiful, and heightens the effect of 
the visible scene, by associating it, ia the most direct and poetical manner, 
with the inward emotion that auch a scene must produce. 

558. dasipayn, breaks up, clears off. ‘The metaphorical application of 
this verb is very natural, and allied to an idiom of our own.” Trollope. 





ILIAD, IX. 


Tne leading subject handled in this book is the embassy to Achilles. 

2. gv%a, a disposition to flight; it is here personified as the companion 
of gébes. ; 

8. BsCortare, for i€sCsanvere, from Beriw, always used of pain of mind. 

4.‘'O; 9 &vsues. This figure is very expressive as an illustration of the 
mental agitation of the Greeks. On this passage, Wood (Essay on the 
Original Genius of Homer) remarks : — 

“The poet’s purpose, which was to paint the struggle of wavering in- 
decision in the people, distracted between a sense of honor and of danger, 
and alternately resolving to fly or to stay, is, no doubt, completely aatisfied 
in the general image which he makes use of. But though. his meaning 
went no farther, I am not less of opinion, that, upon this occasion, his im- 
agination suggested to him a storm which he had seen; and having my- 
self had more than once an opportunity of observing from the coast of 
Ionia the truth of this picture in every circumstance, I cannot help giving 
it as an instance of the poet’s constant original manner ef compositica, 
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which faithfully (though perhaps in this case inadvertently) recalls the im- 
ages that a particular striking appearance of nature had strongly impressed 
upon his youthful fancy, retaining the same local associations which accom- 
panied his first warm conception of them. 

* But lest my testimony, as an eyewitness of the exact correspondence 
of this copy to the original from which I suppose it taken, should not be 
satisfactory, I would propose a test of this matter, upon which every reader 
will be enabled to form his own judgment. Suppose a painter to undertake 
this subject from Homer, he will find each object not only clearly expressed, 
though within the compass of four hexameters, but its particular place on 
the canvass distinctly marked, and the disposition, as well as perspec- 
tive, of the whole ascertained, with a precision of outline from which it is 
’ impossible to depart. The Thracian mountains must form the background; 
thence the tempest is to burst on the Aigean Sea, which has its proper 
stormy coloring ; while the Ionian shore, covered with sea-wreck, by a4 
succession of waves breaking on its beach, will make the foreground, 
where the poet views, admires, and describes the whole.” 

ll. sAsduy, by name, personally. 

32—49. This speech of Diomedes is highly characteristic. He had been 
reproached by Agamemnon with want of warlike spirit, and now alludes to 
it, but only as becomes a warrior. His exploits have already given him 
the right of retort. The speech is full of generous courage, and rouses the 
enthusiasm of the listening council. 

37. dstvdiva, one of two. 

49. ov yee Hig, for with the fuvor of the divinity, The interposition 
of the gods appears to have been perpetually recognized in the Homeric age. 
Every enterprise was begun by propitiating them with sacrifices, libations, 
prayers. Every compact was sanctioned by solemnly calling them to wit- 
ness it. Every event was attributed to their agency, every success to 
their favor, every disaster to their anger. Even the bad conduct of men 
themselves, arising from the indulgence of evil temper, turbulence, or ava- 
rice, was attributed to their interference. 

59. BasiAnas. The verb Baélss, like others of similar meaning, takes 
two accusatives. 

72. specesas, every day. 

96 — 113. This speech of Nestor is very happily conceived. It belonged 
to him, as the aged counsellor, to begin the debate, by laying the subject be- 
fore the assembly, especially as it was necessary to impute the blame of the 
present unfortunate condition of the army to Agamemnon. It would have 
seemed presumptuous in any other, and it was a matter of difficulty and 
delicacy even for Nestor. He begins with an expression of the highest rev- 
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erence for Agamemnon, “to whom Zeus has given the sceptre.” He then 
urges upon him the duty of listening to good counsels from others, and 
declares his purpose of giving that which seems to him best. He touches 
upon Agamemnon’s injustice towards Achilles, and his own attempt to dis- 
suade him from its commission, with much skill, and in such language as 
would not irritate Agamemnon. The ambiguity of the word usyeaAsregi, 
which means properly great-hearted, but may mean violent or high-tempered, 
.is happily adapted to the object of the speaker, which was, to make him 
fully sensible of his wrong conduct, without awakening his pride or anger ; 
to make him think that he had yielded to the impulse of a haughty temper, 
by felling him that he had fullowed the leading of his great heart. Finally, 
he proposes to propitiate Achilles, by acceptable gifts and soothing words, 
‘intending that Agamemnon shall take the hint, and offer to restore the 
captive Briseis, whom he has robbed from Achilles’s tent. 

115. sPevdes, adverbially. 

119. Asvyadines, pernicious, destructive. 

122. darteeus, untouched by fire, entirely new. Tripods were sometimes 
used for culinary purposes, as for boiling, and the like. 

124. ‘aida, prizes in the race. From time immemorial, the Greeks were 
fond of this kind of amusement. The Olympian, Isthmian, Pythian, and 
Nemean games were established in obedience to this national passion, and 
confirmed and increased it. . 

146. avdsdvesv. This word may mean either without a dowry, or without 
having a dowry or price paid. Here it bears- the latter meaning. In the 
Heroic age, the custom was the reverse of that which afterwards grew up. 
-The bridegroom paid, either to the bride or her father, a marriage dowry.; 
and Agamemnon’s offer, therefore, was very liberal, for he promised, not 
only to give his daughter without the dowry, but to add, from his own, a 
munificent gift. 

154. werdpinnss, weavCevras. These words show what some of the prin- 
cipal articles of wealth were in that age. On the whole, this speech of 
Agamemnon justifies the skill and tact of Nestor’s opening address. Aga- 
memnon candidly acknowledges his fault, offers the desired reparation, and 
even goes farther than could have been expected, by proposing a gift worthy 
of a prince, in addition. 

171. Digrs 2 xeeels FIwe. This was one of the religious ceremonies 
previous to any important enterprise. Then followed the order for silence 
and reverent attention (sbonuiea:), then the libation, and the rest. 

173. tadéra, from dvistves. 

186. Tas 3 sdecv. This passage shows that music was, at a very early 
period, an amusement among the Greeks, It was also customary to ae- 
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_ @empeny songs, in honor of the great expleits of heroes, by the lyre, which 
‘was the moat celebrated musical instrument among the Greeks. In Homer, 
skill in this art ia attributed only to Achilles and Paris. How appropriate 
was this employment to occupy the leisure of Achilles ! 

187. Yeyér, the neck of the lyre, held in the left hand. 

196. dssmvdpesves, welooming, taking them by the hand. Achilles’s reception 
of the embassy is interesting as a picture of ancient hospitality. 

206. xesiev. Some dispute has arisen in regard to the meaning of this 
word. From the context, it seems most likely that it was a sort of table 
or chopping-block on which the meat was placed before division. — iy wvpds 
abyn, in the light of the fire, i. e. neat the fire. The materials for the feast 
were plain, and Achilles himself officiated as chief cook. What was want- 
ing in refinement was probably made up in an excellent appetite and hearty 
cheer. They did not recline on couches, but sat at tables. After they “had 
removed the appetite for drink and food,” Ajax gives Phoenix the nod, in 
relation to the business in hand. Then ensues a scene of a remarkable 
ebaracter, in several respects. The speeches are models of seyeral kinds of 
eloquence, and suit the characters of the speakers, as well as the object 
which they wished to gain. Odysseus opens the business, because he is 
skilled in council. His speech is well conceived. He begins with an 
allusion to their hospitable reception, but quickly turns to the unhappy con- 
dition of the Greeks, the audacity of the Trojans, and the invincible daring 
of Hector, who longs for the day to come that he may complete his ven- 
geance. He calis upon Achilles to rouse himself, and defend his countrymen 
from the impending destraction. It is to be observed that he dwells par- 
ticularly upon the proud bearing of Hector, in the hope of arousing the per- 
sonal pride of AchiHes. He reminds him of the commands of Peleus, om 
the point of his departure to the war, and then enumerates the gifts which 
Agamemnon promises as an expiatory offering ; and if Agamemnon and his 
gifts are abhorred, he entreats him to look with compassion upon the other 
Greeks, whe will honor him as a god. The speech concludes with another 
_ and more direct allusion to the glory which he might acquire by killing 

Hector, ‘‘ who boasts that ne one of the Greeks is equal to himself.” 

. The reply of Achilles is characteristic. He refuses their prayer. He 
touches slightly upon his services, — the many spoils he had wor for Aga- 
memnon, —- “ who had distributed but few, and retained many.” The por- 
tions which other chieftains received have remained in their possession, but 
his alone is taken away. His reference to the cause of the war, and the 
application of it to his own case, are “decided hits”; and the senthnents 
with which he accompanies it are matural and beautiful. He alludes to the 
werks which have been thrown up since he left the army, but declares thet 
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all these cannot arrest the progress of the man-slaying Hector. His par- 
pose is to return on the morrow to his native land. He repeats, with ad- 
ditional assurances, his determination to share no more in the war, refuses 
to marry Agamemnon’s daughter, and resolves that he will, the rest of his 
life, enjey the possessions which “the old man, Peleus, has. acquired.” He 
mentions the twofold fate which had been destined to him from his birth; 
but he will still return, and counsels others to do the same. He commands 
the messengers to announce his determination, and prepare some other 
means of defence than that whieh they have devised, in the hope that he 
would renounce his wrath. 

The speech of Pheenix is very different, and very curious. The old man 
Jooks upon Aehilles with affection, and heara his determination with sorrow. 
He then enters upon a long and rather garrulous account of his early ad- 
ventures, before he knew the father of Achilles. In this speech occurs the 
singular and not perfectly intelligible personification of Prayers, whom the 
strong and nimble-footed Ate outstrips. ‘Then we have the story of the 
Calydonian boar, and the fight for his head and skin between the Kuretes 
and the Ztolians ; and so on, ending with an entreaty that Achilles would 
accept the gifts and go. 

The reply of Achilles is short, respectful, but resolute. 

Ajax, seeing that nothing is to be gained, addresses Odysseus in a brief, 
pithy, and indignant speech, and counsels a speedy return. Achilles again 
alludes to the injuries he has received from Agamemnon, but treats Ajax 
with courtesy. Still further, he declares he will not move uatil Hector has 
come to the very tents and ships of the Myrmidons. 

After a libation, the embassy returns. Their message is sorrowfully re- 
ceived. Diomedes inspirits them, the day closes, and they retire. 
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_ THe most remarkable passage in this book is the night expedition of 
Odysseus and Diomedes into the Trojan eamp. Even the ancients, accord- 
ing to Eustathius, supposed it to have been composed by the poet as a sep- 
arate song, and not inserted in the Iliad until the recension of Pisistratus. 
‘Thie was the opinion of Wolf, who traced in it the marks of a different 
style and manner. 
2. Sdpnpirves, overcome with, from dap. 
44. 
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8. wrerinae piya eripa, the great mouth of mournful war, an expres- 
sive circumlocution for war, or devouring war, The simile in the preceding 
lines is descriptive of the frequency of Agamemnon’s sighs. 

10. vss60sv bx xpading, from the bottom of the heart. 

13. abraws cupiyyuy ¢’, pipes and flutes, the most ancient and simple 
musical instruments. 

15. weebsrvprous, by the root. 

24. wednrsxis, reaching to the foot. 

80. ersPérny is here used for the whole helmet, properly the rim. 

43. iui xa) i. The sentence is elliptical. ixeyss, or some such word, 
must be understood. 

56. isesx, sacred. This word, however, must not always be understood 
in the sense of our sacred. It often means great, distinguished, excellent, &c. 

67. iyeriyegtas. An Epic form, as if from perf. pass. byenyepuas, but = 
byenyeoivas. 

82. It has been remarked that Nestor’s questions, when roused in the 
night, show how imperfect was the art of war in the Heroic age, in respect 
to sentinels and guards. No pass-word was used, so that Nestor was in 
doubt whether he addressed a friend or an enemy. 

98. £ddnxéets, from &3iv. There seems no necessity for doubling the 
3; & would be long without it. 

124. iste wesrseos, before me. 

125. xaAsusvas, for xaArbsevas, and that is poetical or Epic for xaAsiv. 

184. d:easv, double, perhaps because it could be wound twice round 
the body ; the opposite of daAci;. 

139. ese) Geivas fAul inv, the sound came round his senses, he quickly 
heard the sound. 

145. BsCinasy, from Bide. Such distress has overcome, or pressed upon 
the Greeks. 

150. Bay 3’. The following lines are concise, but graphic, The scene 
rises up before the reader’s mind. 

158. Aa&& od) xivieas, moving him by the foot, with his toe. ‘ This very 
natural way of waking up any one who lies upon the ground is, according 
to our conceptions, unseemly. Koppen well remarks upon it, ‘The heroes 
always choose the easiest and most direct way, because as yet no conven- 
tional courtliness restrains them.’” Cr, 

160. Spucus, the height of the plain. 

167. dperiaves, in this passage, indefatigable, unbending. 

173. ke) Zueed ferara: dxuis, a proverbial expression, — it stands on 
the edge of a razor,~—~we are all in the most difficult situation, it is the very 
crisis of our fate. 
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- 199, by nubaes, in a clear spot. 

206. isvaréwyera, straggling in the rear. 

224. Suv vs du’ leyvopivw, nominative absolute. Two going together, 
one perceives, or discovers before another, how an advantage may be gained. — 
Wee Fs red = 6 irsges wee cov irigov. The expression is equivalent to our 
proverb, ‘‘ Two heads are better than one.” 

227 —232. These lines well describe the eagerness of the heroes to aoc- 
company Diomedes. The repetition of the verb gives vivacity and rapidity 
to the scene. 

247. @seiods. The force of the preposition in composition is to be ob- 
served, — since he knows above, or more than, others. 

252. “Aeres 33 39, the stars are far advanced, and the greater portion 
of the night is passed, the portion consisting of two parts. 

258. Eparsv vs nal AAchev, without cone or crest.—— xarairyg, & sort 
of cap. 

263. Asuxe) sdsvrss, white teeth. These boars’ teeth were arranged on 
the outside, for the purpose of strengthening the cap, and it was lined with 
the wires, or felt, to protect the head. 

274. iewdisr, a heron. The two following lines show how careful the 
poet always was to be true to nature. The little circumstance, that they 
could not see the heron, but ouly heard him, marks the poet’s careful obser- 
vation. 

281. kixAsias, Epic accusative plural from lsAsse. 

285. ewsie, Epic for ewer, from fweua:, formed from the 2d aorist iewés- 
pone. 

290. wespeacra, an old Epic feminine of resppwy. 

294. vevesv. It was the custom to adorn the horns of the victim with 
gold. This custom continued to a late period among the Greeks. It was 
also necessary, according to the allusion in the preceding line, that the vic- 
tim should never have been used for any ordinary purpose. 

332. iwloexer ixaeoss. This phrase frequently, perhaps generally, would 
mean, he perjured himself. .Here it means only, he swore an oath which 
was not fulfilled. 

335. xridiny, a helmet of weasel-skin. 

. 841. adves. The demonstrative used for an adverb of place; a frequent 
idiom of the Greeks. 

351, 352. Koppen, Heyne, and Spitzner explain the iwiovpa tpcsdver, 
as faras a yoke of mules can plough, i. e. in the time that Odysseus 
and Diomedes wait; then the words ai yde rs Boov weefsgierteas, for 
they are preferable to oxen, are added to show that Dolon had passed 
by a considerable distance. According to another explanation, the point 
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of the comparison is in the distance by which a yoke ef mules precedes a 
yoke of oxen. 

361. The simile is appropriate and lively. 

S62. pspnzess, from pnxdepens. 

375. Baplaiver, stammering, or with chattering teeth, through fear. 

401. iwspaisee, literally, felt after; metaphorically, aspired after, spoken 
in irony. 

403. Japiusras. This is analogous to our English idiom, hard to be 
subdued. 

418. wueds ieydeus. This expression refers te native Trojans; unless it 
be = wupa, camp-jires. 

457. Qbsyyopisen, while he was yet speaking. 

460. Anirids, the plunderer, or rather the giver of plunder. 

462. veiedsees = eeicds. This termination to the plural of the prenoun 
occurs but rarely. It is formed by declining 3/ as if that were the preper 
termination of the word. 

463. keiCuvtuel, poetical for ialencinsta. 

466. désacv, Epic for di209. 

475. IF isdspesddeg womens, from the edge of the ohariot-seat. 

480. jsiases, inactive. In the tragedians the word means wretched. 

488. leieegepaddny, turning on all sides. ; 

493. didscces yao tr’ aibray, i. e. vixemy, for they were not yet accustomed 
fo them. The Thracians had but lately arrived, and had not yet taken 
pert in the war. Their horses, also, were unaceustomed to trample on 
dead bodies. 

502. peigness, whistled. 

515. daserxewmy, literally, blind, i. e. careless watch. 

540. Ovwe wiv signee iwes, the word had not yet all been spoken. 

564. vrafeee dijAaes, drove them over the trench, i. e. by the iwaniacin 
63%, which had been left. 

572. es, accusative for Benen. 

578. Ader, the neck.. “These warriors plunge into the sea to wash 
themselves ; for the salt water is not only more purifying than any other, 
but more corroborates the nerves. They afterwards enter a bath, and rub 
their bodies with oil, which, by softening and moistening the ficsh, pre- 
vents too great a dissipation, and restores the natural strength.” Pope. 

576. aeupivbeus, buthing-tubs. 

577. riz’, always used with daAsipacta:, veicns, and veivacta:. The an- 
cients take it for a/wa, used adverbially, = A:waews. But others hold it for 
Aleai, dat. of an old substantive, Aiwa, and frase is the adj.; Aiwa Trasovn, 
ls, accordingly, olive-oil. 
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.578. dsieve. This isthe third time they have eaten since sunset; first 
at Agamemnon’s, next at Achilles’s. But they have had hard work, and, 
like Captain Dugald Dalgetty, they find it expedient to lay in a supply of 
provant whenever they have a good opportunity. . 

The libation to Athene, with which the book closes, and the offering 
mentioned in verse 571, show, among numberless other passages, the ex- 
treme carefulness of the ancients to pay due honor to the gods. 
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Tus book begins with the twenty-sixth day, and is chieftly occupied 
with the exploits of Agamemnon. 

1. wag’ &yavov Tdbesveie, from the side of noble Tithonus. 

4. weripee rieas, the signal of war. What that was is left undecided. 

11. d0i’, loudly ; according to others, standing upright. 

20. Esssser, a hospituble gift; a gift that passes between persons stand- 
ing in the sacred relation of private hospitality to one another; a token of 
Sriendship. 

_ 24-26. A particular description of the shield of Achilles. ales, strips. 
firaves xvdvese; the nature of this metal is uncertain; Beckmann and Voss 
understand by it a sort of dark blue steel; Millins and Heyne take it to be 
lead. sxagesrigue, tin, igueizare, pl. pf. of sive, extended, arose. weer) 
Ss19%, i.e. "Ayapeipevovos. 

27. leeew lexérss, like the rainbow. It is remarked by Trollope, that, 
“of all the points of resemblance which may be discovered between the 
sentiments, associations, and expressions of Homer, and those of the Sacred 
; Writings, this similitude is perhaps the most striking; and there can be 
little doubt that it exhibits a traditional vestige of the patriarchal record of 
God’s covenant, in Gen. ix. 13, LXX. 6 cé¥er pov ribngs iv on ngiad, 
ual Sova: sis enutior ave ivory iov xai eng yas. But here it refers toa . 
different idea. It is a sign of terror, foreboding, &c., and not of a covenant. 
The coincidence is one of expression, not of thought. 

62. stAses, according to Képpen, == éros, full. But it refers to Sirius, 
which, being the symbol of Hector, is deadly or threatening to the Greeks. 

67. dunriess, mowers, or reapers. — ivaveies, opposite. This is to be ex- 
plained by the ancient mode of reaping and mowing. The workmen were 
divided into parties, beginning at the opposite ends of the field, and meeting 

44* 
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in the middle. And as handfalls of wheat fall rapidly as they advanes, 20 
the dead fall numerously before the two armies. 

68. dyer, the row ; applied to hay, perhape it would mean the swath. 

69. Iecypara, handfuls. 

84. ditiee isede Tune, the day was increasing. This was the simple notion 
of the division of time. The day increased till noon. 

86. Ieurénes, the wood-eutter. Homer most frequently-borrows his simi- 
les and descriptive circumstances from the most familiar objects of nature 
or of daily life. 

105. 3/3n, from the old verb 33a, == 3iw, to bind. 

130. yeuvaZiedny. This verb means, primarily, to take by the knees, that 
being the usual sign of supplication. Its secondary meaning is, therefore, 
to supplicate, as here. It is often used when the supplicatory attitude is 
impossible from the situation of the parties, and means simply to seppli- 
ote. 

147. dager. According to some, a round stone; others explain it, a 
mortar. 

160. xgerdrs2or, a derivative from xgoriw, drew with a noise, i. e. the 
noise of the horses’ hoofs and of the empty chariots. 

(178. by vuxeds duerys, at the milking-time of night. This is an instance 
of the reckoning of time by the recurrence of some familiar object or opera- 
tion. It may mean either evexing or morning. Here, if either, it is evening. 
Buttmann, however (Lexilogus) has a long analysis of the word, and cone 
siders it an Achsan term = axysi, the highest point, the middle; therefore, 
here, midnight. id 

214. iasalyénoas, and they rallied. 

227. psra xAios, after the report, i.e. having heard the report. 

236. iroes, 2d aorist, Epic, defective, ropsiv, to pierce. 

248. werrd DF iwxsr, had given much, referring to a custom of the bride- 
groom paying a dowry to the bride or her father, or both. Here to the 
former. 

251. siedz, sideways. 

256. . dvesorespis, literally, wind-nourished, — supposed to mean, “the 

“wood, of which the spear-shaft was made, was hdrdened and strengthened 
by exposure to the weather.” May it not mean, borne on the wind, i. & 
when hurled from the warrior’s hand, or swift as the wind ? 

269. Biros here means the pains of child-birth. 

282. &pesov, they foamed. The description is brief and graphic. 

297. Swsgati, violent. 

307. eegcgs, an Epic form for cgepéss, swelling. ° 

8319. Béasras, the old Epic form for Bovarcas. 
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$34. xixadey, Epie 8d aor. from véle, having deprived of. 
" B64. wladrus. eidde often expresses only a probable future, 

885. Te%era, &c. These epithets are intended te convey the idea of 
contempt. Bowman, thou who boastest of thy bew. 

393. dugitevga. This word denotes figuratively the extremity of grief, 
lgcerated on both sides af the face. 

413. Sacns, for siaacas, from tiAiea, shut him vp, surrounded him. 

424. wedrpnes, the navel. 

455. xrsgieves, shall perform funeral rites. It was held necessary te 
the repose ef the shade, that proper funeral honors should be paid to the 
hody ef the dead. 

509. psscaxdrsbisres, giving way. 

537. lwiwedeeus, the tire of the wheels. 

548. ‘Os 3’ aleve. There are several points to be noticed iin these two. 
similes. First, Ajax is compared to a lion who has been prevented by the 
watchfulness of the herdsmen and their dogs from preying upon the cattle. 
He is bold and terrible; but numbers thwart him, and prevent him from 
accomplishing his purpose. Seeond, his retreat is compared to the obsti- 
nate and slow retreat of an asa from a field, when young men surround 
him and beat him with clubs, Their power on him is but small; and he 
retires, but only when he has satiated himself in the rich pasture. Tha 
single point of comparison it must be observed, is the almost indomitable 
obstinacy of the animal in withdrawing from the tempting repast. So far, 
the illustration is nowise derogatory to the character of the warrior. What- 
ever apparent meanness may be found in it arises wholly from later asso- 
¢ciations with the name of this much-abused and longauffering beast. It 
is well known that, in ancient times, and among the Oriental nations, the 
aes was held in high repute. The ancient listener to the song of Homer 
weuld think of none of the ridiculous images which exist in the mind of 
the modern reader. 

574. AsAnspsva, eager to satiate themselves with his flesh. The genius 
of the peet animates all things that come within its magic influence. The 
avrow leaps forth from the bow, eager to fly among the hostile throag ; the 
spear is stopped in the shield, while urging its way onward, eager to taste 
of, or to satiate itself with, the flesh. The student will observe innumer- 
able instances of this, which give an incomparable liveliness to the objects 
aad scenes that the poet describes. 

593. egus’ duos xAivavess. The warrior, fighting by himself, held the 
shield before him. But fighting in serried ranks, he brought it up so as te 
rest it upon the shoulder. 

622. wer) evens, towards the breeze, 
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624. svzse, for zeta, a potion, literally, a mixture. 

630. xeéscver, onion, or garden-leek, was used to flavor the wine. —.werg 
dev, a relish to the drink. 

631. yAweér, pale yellow, — adxriv, meal. 

632. Ilae 33 tiwas. The cup of Nestor is described with considerable 
particularity. It was adorned with golden studs, with four ears or handles, 
being double, and on each handle two doves were carved, and gilded. 

639. xvi, Epic for ixem, from svéw, to grate. She grated goat’s-milk 
cheese upon it. 

659. PBslanpives, sderdpusves +s. The difference between these seems to 
be, that the first is Ait, as by an arrow, or javelin, and the second wounded, 
as by a sword. This long speech of Nestor must be judged in reference to 
the character of the speaker. It may be rather tedious, but cannot for 
that reason be considered out of place. 

674. [Pies traauvdusres, literally, driving away the cattle by way of retalia- 
tion, for what had been previously carried off by the other party. 

754. ewidies, extended. 

762. &s ev, Epic for a», thus I was.—siver’ In» 1, if ever I was 
among men. The expression conveys a sad recollection of former times. 

764. psraxaaveseta:, will weep or lament afterwards, will repent when 
it is too late. 

796, seqg. Nestor closes his long story by proposing to Patroclus, that 
he should obtain Achilles’s permission to wear his armor, and appear on the 
field, that the Trojans may think it is Achilles himself, and the Greeks thus 
obtain some respite. 

This book is full of stirring events. The war is apparently drawing 
towards a crisis unfavorable for the Greeks. Many of their leaders have 
been wounded, and there is great danger that they will be driven to take 
refuge in their ships. It is a characteristic circumstance, that Achilles sends 
his friend Patroclus to inquire who it is that has just been brought back 
wounded from the battle. His anger is gratified with the disasters which 
he sees gathering over the Grecian cause, in consequence of his absence ; 
his pride has been pampered by the embassy sent with splendid offers to 
conciliate him; he has threatened to return home, but does not intend to 
execute his threat, partly because he wishes to enjoy in person still farther 
gratification of his revenge, and partly because he thinks that his reap- 
pearance in the scene of combat will give a new aspect to the war, and 
silently anticipates that an occasion may be made, by the audacity of Hec- 
tor, to call him out in defence of his own ships. 
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Tuts book contains the wonderful desoription of the fight at the wall. 

2. iae’, was tending, or was dressing the wounds of. 

4. Tagess.. Vaaedey, the trench of the Greeks, and the wall beyond ik; ; i. e 
beyond it from the Trojans. 

17. This episode is introduced in advance of the story. 

29, Gireay xai Ader, the foundations of trunks of trees and stones, 

54. xenprel yae innespiss, for the overhanging ridges. 

55. oxarswsoeiy, stakes, a palisade. 

66. orsines....ciw, for the passage is narrow, where I think they will be 
wounded, i. @. iwwtig. 

74. basclivras iy’ "Aas. ows is used to designate the cause of 
author. 

105. O}....Béseew. The meaning of this line, they formed in such close 
order that shield touched shield; literally, they joined each ather with the 
wrought hides, i. e. shields. 

116. dvedxvaes, ill-named. “The Meera is 20 called, because even her 
name is repulsive, or has an evil foreboding, —— hated, deadly.” Cr, 

121. iwixsxAspivas, leaned upon, i. e, closed; opposite of diseswrapirng, 

125, xsnanyovess, Epic for xsxanyévss, from the perf. xisanya, used in 
the sense of the present, but formed as if from xsxanyw. 

182-134. One of Homer’s picturesque comparisons. The point of it 
is the firmness with which the two heroes await the enemy. 

147. Bigeray for BWigaran = Jidaypeives ties, OF SYNC. PLCS, 

160. &uQ’ abey irswv, sounded sharply, Jt deacribea the ringing sound 
of the helmets. 

179. axazsiaro, Epic for ARE UNIT Oe . 

200. dens, a bird, the eagle, separating or flying between the hosts, so 
as to be on the left of the Trojans, which was an evil omen to them, bys 
favorable to the Greeks. 

205. vedi sxicw, drawing back, as a snake does in biting. 

207. wvoing &vipeeso, on the breath of the wind. 

233. and ewevdys, seriously. This speech of Hector is worthy of atten- — 
tion. In the ardor of the contest he forgets the dangers of his situation, 
disregards the threatening omen, and breaks out in the following martial 
sentiment, often quoted with approbation by the moderns, as well as by the 
ancients : — 

Els olwvds aerros, duevvicbas wigl wacens. 


One omen is best, to fight for our country. 


‘ 
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254. ise yney, straight towards the ships. 

258. xetoous, the pinnacles. — iwéatss, breastworks. 

278. The comparison gives occasion to one of those natural pictures of 
consummate beauty, into which a simile is so often wrought by Homer. 

284, 285. Kai ¢’ ig’ ards wori%s, and it ‘the snow) is poured along the 
sea, down to the inlets, and the shores; but the wave, beating against the shore, 
stays it; 1. e. the snow. 

311. “Eden es. An instance of the custom of honoring the chief men at 
the feasts with ampler portions than those of others. 

$22 —325, This passage is very striking. The sentiment is tinged with 
melancholy, but appropriate to the occasion. The lines have been often 
quoted, and are among the most celebrated in Homer. 

340. iwexare, 3d pl. plupf. pass. of ixiya, were closed. 

381. ““As Homer’s heroes were chiefly sons or grandsons of gods or 
goddesses, it was natural to represent them as endowed with superior abili- 
ties to the men of his own days, wlio were somewhat farther removed from 
euch lofty origin.” Trollope. 

385. devsuries ioxes, like a diver. 

421-451. The comparison, though drawn from common life, is pic- 
‘turesque and lively. Two neighbours dispute about the boundaries of their 
farms, which are contiguous to each other. They stand, measure in hand, 
disputing about an equal division, each refusing to yield to the other. So 
here the breastwork only sundered the combatants, each firmly maintaining 
his ground. 

431. fader’, Epic plupf. to faivw. 

433. "Aar’ ixoy, dors. There is something touching in this simile. Our 
attention is fixed, not so much on the battle, as on the struggles of the 
laboring, honest woman, who toils for a hard-earned pittance for her chil- 
dren. The description is not so much illustrated by the simile, as the 
simile by the description. The comparison was much praised among the 
ancients. xsevir.s, properly, one who toils with the hands; a person who 
labors. aanéys, honest. 

446. weupres ways, broad at the bottom. 

456. iwnosSoi, bars crossing each other, and fastened by a bolt, xanis, 

458. Ed dialds, having set his fect wide apart, i. e. braced himself. 

The description of this exploit of Hector is wonderfully splendid and 
imposing. It seems to be the poet’s wish to magnify his deeds during 
the short period that he has yet to live, both to do justice to the hero of 
Troy, and to give the greater glory to Achilles, his conqueror. 
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Tue battle at the ships continues the animated story. 

3. weds ceiasy, turned back. 

-5.."Iwarnpodryay, mare-milkers, 20 called from their simple diet, consist 
ing principally of mares’ milk. They were a people living on the north- 
eastern coast of the Euxine Sea. These epithets are sometimes supposed to 
be the genéile denominations of different tribes; but they are all suscepti- 
ble of interpretation, as epithets applied to the Hippemolgi. Thus yaaxzre- 
Qdryuy, milk-euters, &Cias, with- scanty subsistence. ’ACiwy, however, is usu- 
ally taken as a proper name. 

12, 18. Zdpov....Ognixins, Thracian Samos, afterwards called Samo- 
thrace. 

18-22. The magnificence of this description has been universally ad- 
mired. It is quoted with approbation by Longinus. The mountains and 
the forest tremble under the immortal feet of Poseidon, as he descends 
from the summit, and | goes towards his home in the deep. Having 
harnessed his horses, he drives them to the Grecian fleet. The descrip- 
tion of the effect of his presence on the inhabitants of the sea is highly po- 
etical. 

36. widas, fetters or shackles. 

-42. wap’ avrégs, adverbial, = airev, referring to the ships, 

53. Aveew3ns, mad, or more exactly, like mad. 

59. exnwavig, the same as exiarew, a sceptre or staff. 

GO, xsxowas, 2d perf. from séwrw, striking. 

72. depiyywros, easily known. 

90. pressctpusyes, == psrsrAduy, placing himself’ among them. 

102. @ulaniens, timid or frightened. 

114. ‘Hyias y’ etwas ies, it is by no means right that we. 

119. Avyess, a miserable creature, a coward. 

128. Awerstes. This word is susceptible of two interpretations, — pre. 
esrving the people, from Aaés and eées, and, according to Apollonius, 4 sds 
Aacig cooven § bers ix) wirtper separa, exciting the people to war. 

130. Ded%ascss. This description of the array of the Greeks represents 
what was afterwards called scvrarmwie pis. 

137. éAcsirgexes, understand Aifeos. The epithet may mean destroying as 
it runs. This simile has been much and justly admired. The lines, in. 
rhythm and sound, are descriptive of the rock in its downward course, which 
represents the descent of Hector upon the Greeks who await. him, be- 
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tween the wall and the ships. When the rock reaches the level ground, 
it stops, and remains immovable; so Hector meets the Greeks, and his 
career is arrested by a firm repulse. ‘The ahcients were divided in opin- 
ion on the meaning and derivation of this word (éAssirgexes or sdosireeyes 
Those who wrote it with the rough breathing derived it from Sos, whole, 
entire; therefore, ax entirely round stone, a rolling stone; other’, who prefer- 
fed the soft breathing, took for its stem saeds (8 ba) wd epivsn Sirois), the 
destructively rolling stone.” Cr. 

146. peda’ byveeptsis, hard pressed, very near. 

158. Ketga....xeerediger, Lightly and rapidly adoancing, oné foot be- 
Sore the other, protected by the shield. 

162. xavrg, the end of the shaft, which is insetted in the spéar-heafl. 

191. sleare, passed, i. e. pierced, = d:nrbs. 

204. “Hyxs 3i psv ehasondsy, and he threw it (the head) like a dali. 

212. iyvony, the part of the leg behind the knee, the knee-gorge. ‘ 

237. Zupehserh... -Avyews, The united courage, even of cowards, avails. 

240. "Dosevsis 3° Sei. Idomenenus’s appearance is splendidly described. 
The simile is grand and vivid, being borrowed ftoni the sublimest phenom- 
enon in nature. 

261. lure wep deviorvtx, ail-shining side-walls. “Properly speaking 
there can be no shining walls in a tent; but the minstrel transferred the 
expression in this place from houses to the tent.” Cr. 

275-286. This isa noble passage. The differénce between the cdhduct of 
the brave man and that of the coward is drawn with great vigor aid beauty. 

288. Basie, Epic 2d aor. mid. in a passive sense. 

315. tAdwes, from irAge, poetic for tAdove:. 

334-344, The simile is one the appropriateness of which fs obvious. 
The liveliness of the following description is & good example of Homer's 
power of conveying 4 distinct picture by choosing a few expressive words. 
The man-destroying fight bristles with the long flesh-piercing spears. The 
brazen splendor; frotn the glittering helmets, the newly-polished breastplates, 
and the shining shields, dazzles the eyes. He must be bold-hearted, says 
the poet, indeed, who could look without shrinking upon the struggte. 

347. Zsds pbs. These lites contain a distinct intimation of the pat 
poses of Zeus. He wished to exalt Achilles, and do honor to Thetis, bit 
he did not wish to destroy the Greeks wholly. ' 

55°. iws$aradvs, @ Very expressive Compound, = coming-wp-from-under. 

« Wdewret, fathers-in-law, 8o called betause they received from their 
daaghter? Suitots the i3va, Or mattiage- pitts. 

$85. xar’ Sumy, ovet the shoulders (of Asius). The chariot followed mo 
‘@decly that the breath of the horses was upon his shoulders. 
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407. seeks, rounded. —~xavivies’, reds, crossing each other inside the 
shieki. 

408. idan, from saw, 2d aov., he crouched down. 

~ 409. xapQariey, lit. drily, like ddev. 

416. wouwés, attendant. 

431. ixizagre, she excelled, plupf. in sense of imperfect. This form is 
constructed with an accusative of the person excelled, and the dative of the 
thing in which he is excelled. 

433. dewres = § dgoces. 

443. “H jd oi, Which, palpitating, shook the end of the spear. “That 
the heart, pierced through by the spear should have beat so strongly, and 
even have shaken the end of the shaft, is certainly a poetic exaggeration ; 
yet there is no reason for rejecting the verse, with KGppen, as spurious.” Cr, 

515. Teiceus....wersmese, literally, His feet did not carry him quickly te 
flee from the war. “If the warrior saw himself hard.pressed by his enemy, 
it was no disgrace to him to hasten back to his friends.” Cr. 

534. weel sieve viigs cvrivas, putting or elasping his hands round his 
wsteielle, " 

544. Supepaierds, life-destroymg. 

' 564. enairos, a stake, hardened by exposure to heat, and sometimes used 
instead of a spear. 

583. wiiyour, the arm or extremity of the bow. 

589. xdapecs, ighfivdos, beans, , peas. The arrow rebounded from the shield 
as lightly as beans and peas from the winnowing-fan. The evver was an 
instrument for winnowing. 

G12. wsrAixam, the helve or handle of the axe. 

650. dwiivees ten. sivas, in the sense of to throw at, is constructed with 
the genitive. 

654. exdaAn¥. The simile applies only in ane point, the extended posi- 
tion of Harpalion. 

658. warne xis. That is, Pylemenes. The death of one Pylamenes 
has been already recorded in Iliad, V. Some suppose that the poet forgot 
that he had already killed him; others, that there were two of the same 
name. But there is nothing strange in the supposition that the poet, hav- 
ing such a variety of characters on his hands, inadvertently let one of them 
come back again after he was dead and baried. The wonder is that such an 
accident did not oftener happen. 

685. "ldevss, the Joniane, i. o, hore, the Athenians. Goa the Scholiast. 
“Ancient and modern interpreters find difficulties in this mode of naming the 
Athenians, because the Ionians had emigrated, nearly 200 years before the 
Trojan war, from Attica to Aégialos, and only partially returned 80 years 
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after it. Yet we may, with Heinrich and Heyne, defend this name by as-. 
suming that it had been retained by the Athenians, when Ion had already 
taken Xgialos, the inhabitants of which were called Aiqmasig “Iwnss, to 
distinguish them from the Attic Athenians.” Cr. 

696. driea xaraxeds, huving slain a man. It was a custom for those 
who had slain a man to flee for refuge to another country, and demand a 
purification, which consisted of certain ceremonies, and was usually accom- 
panied by hospitable entertainment on the part of the purifier. An exam- 
ple of this characteristic feature of ancient life occura in Herodotus,.in the 
interesting story of Adrastus, the Phrygian. Herod, I., 35, segq. 

703. °Aaa’ aoe’. This simile is derived from one of the most common 
and familiar sights. It is natural, and its propriety will strike any one who 
has seen a yoke of oxen ploughing in a hot day, The principal point of 
the comparison, however, is the equality and simultaneous impulse with 
which they toil. 

726. The speech of Polydamas is interesting, fur the simple and natural 
classification of men which it contains. The substance of it is, God has 
made Hector a warrior, but he should listen to the counsels of others; that 
he cannot be first in council, as well as in the field. 

775-787, The reply of Paris to the reproaches of Hector exhibits the 
character of the man. He was effeminate, a lover of pleasure, fond of 
show, but, though destitute of principle and virtue, not devoid of courage. 

799. Padrngiwrra, crested with foam. 

820, xevierrss wsd.e1, raising a dust through the plain. 

829. wsOreses, from five, you shall be sluin, = Qersubien. 

We are hurried on through this book by the warlike ardor of the poet. 
Battle after battle presses on. The impassioned speeches harmonize with 
the scenes, and the similes are drawn from the most imposing natural phe- 
nomena, The descriptions possess a wonderful vigor and distinctness, pre- 
senting the images to the mind by a few bold and grand lines, 
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Tum poet resumes the narrative from the end of the eleventh book. The 
present book contains the remarkable passage which describes the fread 
which Here practised on Zeus. 

8. wigsuewhy, a look-out. 














ILIAD, XIV. 931 


15. Seleswere, was overthrown, plupf. pass. from igs/aw. 

16-20, ‘6 3 Ses...20¢ 6. There is great beauty and appropriateness in 
these lines, the beauty of the thought being heightened by vivid words. The 
sea in a calm moves gently, but without any determinate motion; when a 
wind arises, the swelling waves take one direction accordingly. So the old 
Nestor was irresolute in his mind, as he gazed upon the operations of the war, 
hesitating which of two courses he should chouse. The use of the epithet 
xwOy, and the participle éceiesyor, produces the effect of a personification. 
The wave is represented as noiseless, and the sea as expecting, or rather 
looking for, the rapid coming of the shrill winds. Shakspeare pats into the 
mouth of Northumberland a similar comparison : —~ 


“°T is with my mind 
As with the tide swelled up unto its height, 
That makes a still-stund, running neither way.” 
King Henry IV., Part II., Act 2, Sc. 3. 


25. Adzs, 2d aor., applied to the clinking of brass. 

34. vadisi, contain. It seems that the two promontories were not far 
enough apart to contain all the fleet in a single line, so that the ships were 
drawn up in two, or perhaps more, rows. 

35. weoxegsoous, stepwise, in rois, from xgéeras, pinnacles. This has been 
compared to the seats in a theatre, which rise one above another. The Tro- 
jan coast rose gradually, and the ships, as seen from a distance, seemed 
arranged above one another, like the benches of a theatre. 

37. ébslovess, desiring to see. One of the class of verbs ending in -a, 
called desiderative. 

77. "Ys d ta’ sivdwy depicropsy, let us hold them at anchor on the high 
seas. 

89. xarAsinpssv, for xaraAsinpisy. \ 

92. devia Bales, to speuk things agreeable to prudence, i, e. rationally. 

101. dwowarravievesy, from arovarraive, will look round, as if to escape. 

123. sexaret, fruit-gardens, arranged in rows. 

129. izepsbe, let us keep ourselves away. 

142, esPAwcssy, may God destroy him; from the adjective oats, de- 
formed or inbecile. 

145. xovleevers wsdiov, shall fill the plain with dust. 

154. awé piov, froma summit or peak. 

162. ivrivacay, huving adorned. 

164. § xee%, on account of her beauty, or, according to Eustathius, a 
periphrasis for iavry. 

169 — 186. This passage is very curious, as a description of Here’s tuilet. 
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It is probably copied from the tostume of the Heroic age. The ancients 
admired the minute and exact details of the picture. First she cleansed 
her body with ambrosia, and anointed herself with ambrosial oil, the fra- 
grance of which spread over earth and heaven. Then she combed her hair, 
and braided it in shining braids; next she put on an ambrowial robe of Athe- 
ne’s skilful embroidery, and fastened it with golden clasps over her breast. 
She encircled her waist with a zone, hung with a hundred tassels, and put in 
her well-bored ears the ear-rings with three drops. Then she covered her- 
self with a beautiful newly-wrought veil, shining as the sun. And under 
her glancing feet she bound the handsome sandals. 

2C1. ‘Oxsaséy os. From this passage it appears that Here was edu- 
cated by Oceanus and Tethys, after Kronos was dethroned ; that these two 
divinities had quarrelled, and Here pretended a wish to reconcile them, in 
order to obtain the cestus of Aphrodite. They are represented as living at 
the extremities of the earth, which accords with the Homeric conception 
that the “stream of the Oceanus ” encompassed the earth. 

221. degnxees has here an active sense, — unsuecessful, without having 
accomplished. 

225. There is lightness and rapidity in these lines, which is beautifully 
descriptive of the progress of Here. 

252. ias%a, I put to sleep. 

271. akaver, inviolable. 

291. yarnida, xvpstiv. The latter was the common name of the bird, 
the former the more ancient, which seems to be Homer’s meaning when he 
speaks of the different names used by gods and men. Aristotle, Hist. An., 
IX. 12, says,—‘O a xdpesvdis srsyenss Qaiveras: oinss 38 vas Sen? ioe: di psib- 
ras. “ The xigssdsc appears but seldom. He inhabits the mountains, and is 
of adark color.” Pliny, Hist. Nat., X. 8, remarks, — “ Nocturnus accipiter 
cymindis vocatur, rarus etiam in sylvis, interdiu minius cernens. Bellum in- 
ternecinum gerit cum aquilla.” The precise species of bird designated by 
-these Homeric names is not clear, though the prevailing opinion seems to be 
that it was a kind of hawk, probably the night-hawk. Some think it the 
owl. 

307. weupregsin, = iv cy wevperg ree ipses, at the foot of the mountain, 

This story of the deception practised upon Zeus by Here speaks but 
little for the sagacity of the king of gods and men. Longinus makes the 
general remark of Homer's representing the gods as liable to human pas- 
sions and infirmities, that, unless they are allegorically understood, they are 
altogether impious and indecorous. ‘The indecorum is more prominent here 
than in any other passage of the Iliad, and any allegorical interpretation is 
impertinent. 
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‘During the slumbers of Zeus; the affairs of the war teke a different turn. 
Poseidon rouses the Greeks to resistance. Hector animates the Trojans.- 
The contest which ensues displays the nervous power of the poet. The sea 
dashes Against the tents and ships of the Greeks, —the armies meet, with 
a terrible uproar; but neither the beating of the waves, driven by the fierce 
wind against the shore, nor the roaring of the flames in a blazing forest, 
nor the crash of a hurricane among the trees, is so loud, as the shouts of 
the Trojans and Greeks rushing upon each other. 

The poet selects from the crowd the two most conspicuous heroes, Ajax 
and Hector. The contest between them excites a breathless interest. We 
feel the vast efforts of the combatants in the vigor of the verse, and the 
fall of Hector is like the crash of an oak torn up from the roots by a 
stroke of the thunderbolt of Zeus. His friends rush to the rescue, and he 
is borne away, senseless, to the bank of the river. They dash water upon 
him ; his breath returns; he opens his eyes ; he vomits blood, and falls back 
again in a swoon. 

317~327. ‘* These eleven verses, in which Zeus relates a whole series 
of gross infidelities, were pronounced spurious by the Alexandrine critics, 
because they must have irritated much more than persuaded Here. The 
long story, moreover, was at variance with Zeus’s present state of feeling, 
and inconsistent with the power of Aphrodite's girdle. Koppen and Heyne 
took offence at them also, and Spitzner has for this reason inclosed them in 
brackets.” Cr. ’ 

458. byes yivse’ sbFapivero, gen. of cause, pain on account of his boasting. 

460. cy TsAapenady. The article is used here to distinguish him clearly 
from the other Ajax. 

463. AsmesPle &iZae, springing aside, obliquely. 

471, 472. *H p’....é&%es, literally, Is not this man worthy to be hilled in 
requital of Prothoenor? i.e. Is not Prothoenor amply avenged by the death 
of Archelochus ? — zaxés, base, i. e. of base origin, not noble, low. 

479. iépoge, archers. 

485. dens &dxrnen, the averter of destruction. 

488. deuttn. This verb takes the genitive, its signification being to 
attack. 

499. £33 98, xaduar dvaryer. According to Zenodotus, ¢% or ¢4 is an 
old particle like 4s. Aristarchus, on the contrary, took it for igs, and 
struck out the following verse as tautological. But as similar tautologies 
elsewhere occur, this is no insuperable objection to the verse. xedsay, lit« 
erally, a head of a poppy. The metaphor, if it be one, is unusual and bold. 

502. yetpsva:, Epic for year. 

509. dviedye:’, spoils, i. e. arma, taken from the enemy. 
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Ym this bock theré are miatty excellences, and some objectionable pas- 
sages. The description of the girdle of Aphrodite is among the most fanci- 
fal conceptions. 
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Zeus awaking, sees how things have been going forward during his 
slumbers. He falie naturally into a great passion with Here, but is easily 
appeased by her asseverations. He sends for Phebus Apoile to set affairs 
right again. 

2. Sémev, Epic, = Ddanees. 

S. sxseQu, for sso: This termination is used for the most part in the 
dative, but sometimes also in the genitive. . , 

10. &wwivews, fainting or senseless, from wnvriy. Elsewhere this word 
is applied to the mind. 

16. xaxopjafins, evil machinations, from jdwee, to sew. 

18. ixeiue, imperfect of weinapar 

19. dsuevas, anvils. 

24. drrynatriwy, having but little power. 

-37—- 40. Sruyés ae. The Styx was the most solemn object of adjura- 
tion. “We may observe, also,” says Trollope, “that the earliest form of 
an oath seems to have been by the elements of nature, or rather the deities 
who preside over them.” The water of the Styx flows from the upper to 
the lower world; hence xarsliusvor, flowing down. — oy xipars, i. 2. 
iore. “The oath by the head and by the love of Zeus has net only, as 
Eustathius remarks, something dignified, but also aims to soften the wrath 
of Zeus.” Cr. — Ailes xougidser, the nuptial couch. 

60-77. Zeus discloses, in this speech, the final determmation of his 
purposes in regard to the war. Hector is to resume the battle, inspire 
the Greeks with “‘ cowardly fear,” and drive them back to the ships of 
Achilles. Achilles is to send forth his friend Patroclus, who is destined to 
fall by the haad of Hector. Achilles, enraged by this event, is to return to 
the field, and slay Hector; then the Trojans shall be continually repulsed, 
until the destruction of Troy. But this shall not take place until. the 
full measure of Achilles’s vengeance is accomplished. The poem proceeds, 
in accordance with this declared purpose of Zeus, to the final catastrophe, 
and the funeral rites of Heetor. This prophetie exposition of the plan of 
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the femainder of the war has hed sothe crifies fo teject the passage a8 spu- 
vious. 

80. ‘N¢ 3 de’. The simile in the following lines is very fine. The 
rapid passage of Here is compared to the speed of thought, by which ea 
traveller revisits in imagination the scenes over which he has passed. 

86. dsixavewvre, = Uskso0rre, from duxavdouas, an unusual form for 34/- 

svopeas, they welcomed her with their cups. 
+ 1OL. 4 8 lyiaacesv. The picture is trae to nature. Here is not in- 
clined to laughter. She has a smile upon her lips, for the sake of wearing 
the look of cheerfulness in the presence of the other gods, and to conceal 
her disgust. Her brow remains dark. 

110. iawep’, I am in dread, or fear. The generat meaning of this verb 
is, to expect any thing whatever. It more commonly means to hope. The 
corresponding noun, {aqis, bears the same primitive sense, though it oftener 
occurs in the signification of hope. . 

113, 114. wewadysre pened. The striking the thighs was an expression 
of vivid emotion. — xzarawrenvice’, with the flat of the hand, ‘ By this addi- 
tion the poet gives a visible pieture of the whole action.” Cr. 

119. Asiués os. Terror and Fear were the sons and companions of Ares. 
He commands them to harness his horses. The rapid rhythm of the 
dactylic verse gives a very animated character to the lines. 

128. @eives 42%, wandering in mind. 

153. &ugl 3i pv, &c. This brief description is not unlike the representa- | 
tions of the Divinity in the Hebrew Scripture. For example, Psalm xviii. 
11,-— “ He made darkness his secret place ; his pavilion round about him 
were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.” , 

167. srvyieve:, dread, elsewhere, hate. 

191. wardrocpiver, we casting lots. 

194. Blomas, an Epic future, connected with Bava: but to walk used in 
the sanve of fo act, conduct one’s self. 

204. as wesclurigoosy Egivviss nity txvovras. In allusion to the respect 
due to superiors in years. The Furies always attend upon the elders, i. ¢. 
avengé offences committed against them. 

228. a&vdeeri, without sweat or toil. 

229. aiyite. The mgis is here evidently a shield. 

288. gareeGivy, a dove-killer. 

243. Asds vies. “This is one of the few cases where tlie Deity makes his 
power felt from afar.” Cr. 

283. bv eradin, in standing fight or contest, hand to hand. 

$06. deve 3 ke’ “Exroe. Hector appears in ah attitude worthy of his 
gank as the first among the wartiors of Trov. The scene is presented in the 
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most lively manner. The arrows leap from the etring; the spears, from 
strong hands, are fixed, some in the bodies of the warriors, and some in the 
earth between them, before enjoying the flesh, eager to satiate themselves. The 
language of personification makes evtry thing seem instinct with life. 

350. wupds AsAdsewer, shall bestow the rights of the funeral pyre. The 2d 
aor. with reduplication, AsAaysi», signifies to cause to participute ; the person 
being put in the accusative, and the thing participated in, in the genitive. 

356. sybas xawirese, the edges or bunks of the trench, : 

363. ynmiinery, in his childishness. 

379. Teass 3 ws iwvbeves. The rush of the Trojans upon the Grecian 
ficet is happily compared to the dashing of a wave over the sides of a ship 
driven by an impetuous wind. 

389. vatpavea, fit for sea-fight. 

410. craéun, a measure. 

447. 6 wiv wirivnre, he was occupied 

453. Ksiv’ dysa xgeriovres, clattering with the empty chariot. - 

463, 464. “Os oi, who (Zeus) snapped the string of the bow, ry igtorer, 
while he (Teucer) was drawing it against him (Hector). 

479. esreabirupyver, fourfold, having four thicknesses of hide. 

484. Braglivra, made powerless. 

492. srivas, for evorivas. ; 

494. é; 3s xsv, &. This sentiment is in the received patriotic style. It 
is well suited to the character of Hector, who always appears as his coun- 
‘try’s champion, and ready to die in her defence. Our sympathies go with’ 
him ; we involuntarily wish him success, and deplore his misfortune, though 
we admire the invincible courage of his more fortunate antagonist. These 
lines were quoted with effect by the orator Lycurgus in his speech against 
Leocrates, with several other patriotic and poetic passages. 

502. vi» dexsov, now is the time. The speech of Ajax is conceived in the 
excited spirit of a warrior rousing his followers to make a last effort to repel . 
the enemy. 

512. evesdysebas, to waste away by degrees. 

513. Jd’ aires, thus needlessly, vainly, without an effort to prevent it. 

520, Fareabe rxWdebn, slipped away from him, as if from under. 

521. dsawveleors, Poet. 2 aor. from apapaprave. 

533. drdecy &Atwgry, a means of avoiding, i. e. a defence against the enemy. 

536. xiulayey dxesrarey, the top of the arch of the helmet, in which the 
plume was inserted. ; 

553. pesbioousy == kusrroousy. pesditvas is often used absolutely in the 
sense of to remit efforts, or to neglect. 


556, 557. ob yae....pdcorardas, we must no more fight with the Greeks at a - 
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distance ; i. ©. we must comé to close quarters. — wely 4’ Hi xaraxrdusy, i. e. 
spas is the subject ; and the subject of the next two infinitives is ixsiveug. 

S67. ‘gust xadrxsin, with a brazen wall; i. e. by pressing shield to shield. 

582. *s iwi eof. There is a change in some respect in the manner of 
representation through the latter portion of the Iliad. Instead of telling di- 
rectly what was done, the poet addresses himself frequently, as in this in- 
stance, to the agents or participators in the action or suffering. 

586. Ine) xaxéy piZares besxes, like a wild beast who has done some mis< 
chief. The lion is particularly referred to. 

590. "Hyfi....ztevre, The sound of the words in this line seems to echo 
the sense. 

592. Tease 34. The contest has been gradually thickening. It has now 
arrived at a desperate crisis. Hector is resolved to fire the fleet, and so 
fulfil the prayer of Thetis. Zeus urges him on, that he may accomplish 
the purpose of avenging Achilles. This has the remoter consequence of 
ealling out Achilles, by the death of Patroclus, and of thus bringing 
about the destruction of Troy. The appearance of Hector is described 
with the fury of the martial Muse. He foams at the mouth; his eyes 
flash beneath his stern brows; his helmet waves terribly over his temples. 
He rushes upon the thickest array of the enemy, but cannot break through 
the serried ranks, for they stand like a rock on the sea-shore, which abides 
tmmoved the shock of the whistling winds and the foaming waves that 
dash against it. The description is carried on with a profusion of sim~ 
flea, which give a vivid idea of the terrible confusion, the desperate charge, 
and the firm repulse, by which the battle is characterized. It is a grand 
“battle-piece.” —Assovew ioncrss mpeodd-yoery, like raw-flesh-eating lions, a 
frequent comparison for the Homeric warriors. 

628. rurdiv yee ia’ in Savdres Pigevras, they are borne up from death 
but a little; an expressive description of the condition of a ship in a storm, 
one moment plunged into the deep, and the next “borne up from death” 
on the crest of a mighty wave. 

653. Eicwwel 3’ iviverre vse, and they (the Greeks) were fucing the ships, 
i. e. the ships in the first line and nearest the trench, from which they had 
been driven, and which had served for a momentary defence. They are now 
behind the first line, and consequently their faces are towards it. They are 
soon driven to the tents, between the ships and the sea. ei, in verse 654, 
refers to the Trojans. In this hopeless condition, Nestor’s eloquence as- 
gumes a vigorous strain; he entreats them by their wives and ehildren, 
and by their parents, whether living or dead, to be men. His eloquenes 
is successful; their spirits are roused, and they rally. Athene removes 
from their eyes the mist (which, however, has not been alluded to before), 
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and light breaks in upon the scene of combat. The embattled armice 
understand their situation. Ajax resumes his commanding attitude, and, 
with Hector, shares the chief interest of the contest. 

679. xsAnrilus, to ride on horseback. ‘Trollope says, that ‘“ the castom 
here alluded to, of vaulting from the back of one horse to that of another, 
is still practised with great dexterity in the East.” The figure well illus- 
trates the position of Ajax, who leaped from ship to ship, on the decks, 
éxeuu, repelling the Trojans and animating the Greeks. Though the Greeks 
in the Trojan times did not ordinarily ride, it is evident that they knew how,. 
and in cases of necessity coudd do it. The common notion, that the Homer- 
ic Greeks knew not how to ride, is characterized by Wolff asa Grille, or bee 
ins the bonnet. 

705. axverev, @ swift suiler. 

709. aixds, the assault. The word is from dievesy, and is used in the 
plural. 

717. d~aacres. This was the curved extremity of the stern, on which 
ornaments were placed. 

729. Seiivuv....ieramsiny, a bench seven feet long, for rowers. 

738. icsparxtcs dapeor Sovess, having a host to supply other strength, i. 6 
@ host in reserve to rally upon. Herodotus, Lib. VIII, c. U1, irsguraxiog 
dywrSopisveus, fighting a drawn battle. Valckenaer remarks, —‘‘ Quando victia 
virtus redibat in precordia, tum qui se putabant victores, yz» reportasse 
dicuntur irspaaxia.” 

741. To....9erigos, Wherefore our safety lies in our hands, not in 
shrinking from battle. ies, light, here, safety. 

The battles in this book are described with wonderful vigor; the leading 
heroes come forward in stronger relief than usual; and the affairs of the war 
are brought to a critical turning-point. ° 
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Tuts book is very interesting, containing as it does the exploits of Patro- 
clus, when, permitted to equip himself in the armor of Achilles, he goes forth 
to battle, and finally falls under the hands of Hector. 

3. Béxeve Seopa xiwv, pouring hot tears. In the Heroic age, men gave 
expression to the natural feelings in the most natural manner. They not 
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énly applied fferce language to each other in their anger, but wept like 
children without feeling that there was any thing effeminate in it. 

4. Svogacor, dark. 

7. 3sddxevens, perf. pass., why are you in tears? The picture in the fol- 
lowing lines is homely, but in point of truth and reality is excellent. 

22. wn vspeioa, be not angry with me, i. e. for being in. tears. 

31. aivagion, unhappily brave; a compound like alvimsess, dderaess, and 
the like. 

‘33. obx dea. ‘Hea thus stands im sentences which express the acknowl- 
edgment of an error, or some piece of information.” Cr. 

41. texovess, likening me to you; i. e. taking me for you. It was the 
wish of Patroclus, as expressed in this address, to assume the armor of 
Achilles, that he might thus force the Trojans into a retreat by the terror 
of Achilles’s prowess. 

54. weolsCixn, may surpass in power, alluding to Agamemnon. 

57. xridcieen, acquired possession of. 

59. piravderny, a sojourner, a stranger. 

60. *AAAa ch uly weorsrdybas lacopsy, But let us leave the past; like 
the Scotch idiom, Let byganes be byganes.— sid’ den wag Jy = evdapog 
Suvards 49, it was not possible, here in the sense of it was not right. 

62. penvibpsy, wrath. 

66. Tedwr vidos, a cloud of Trojans, met. for a multitude. 

68. xtxA/ara:, are close upon, Epic 3d pl. perf. pass. poetical. 

69. wédss....vaca, the whole city, i. e. all the citizens. 

70. nigubos....uirumer, the front of the helmet; lit. the forehead. 

” T1. Rvavarous, ditches. . 

75. paivsras iyzsin, the spear maddens, This sort of personification is 
common in Homer, especially when speaking of the implements of war. - 

' 78. wieidyvuras, breaks around me; i.e. sounds about. The breaking 
refers to the echo of the voice. 

100. ised xesdtuva, the sacred walls. The close of this speech shows with 
what accuracy the poet conceived the feelings of a passionate man. No 
ing can be more absurd than this passage in itself considered, and yet it is 
true to the fierce and impetuous character of Achilles. 

102. Avas 9 ebxde’ users. The picture of the situation of “Ajax, « exe 
hausted by his efforts, pressed by the arms of his assailants and the will of 
Zeus, is vigorously drawn. 

106. saw Parag’, for xara Pdragc. 

128. obxirs Quarae witwvrat, lest the means of escape exist no longer. 

129. 3éese, an Epic imperative aorist. 

143. [Iqasdt3a strinv, an ashen spear from Pelion. 
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147. psinas spondds, to stand the shout, i. a. the hostile shont or shq . 
challenge of the enemy. 

161. yAseonew agaisesy, with their thin or broad tongues, 

172. enuaivuy, drvagew. The difference in these words has been notieed 
before. It seems that éxdeeus here signifies the degree of command which 
was posseased by the subaltern officers of Achillea, while #raevss is applied 
to the command-in-chief of Achilles himself. 

183. yevendaxdeev, an epithet applied to Artemis, usually explained 
with gelden arrows, but literally means with golden spindle. — Btdaduvas, 
shouting, an epithet applied to her as the goddess of hunting, from the shouta 
and clamors of the chase. 

192. apgayawatepsves, treating him with loving kindness. 

214, seqgg. These lines are highly graphic. 

233-235. Zeus is called the Dodonzan, on account of the oracle at Do- 
dona, in Epirus. It was the most ancient and venerable oracle in Greece, and, 
according to one tradition, was founded by Deucalion, according to another, 
by the Pelasgians. It was situated in a grove of oaks, one of which was 
supposed to communicate in ita whispers the responses of the god. The Selli 
appear to have been an ancient priestly caste or family, distinguished by great 
austerity of manners. They are called “Eaaes by Pindar (see Donaldson’a 
Pindar, p. 340, fr. $1), the former name being the Pelasgian, and the latter 
the Hellenic form. Their reputed severity of life is indicated by the epithets 
| dnwréwedss, with unwashed feet, and apasiras, sleeping on the ground. — 
The word owefaras is variously explained. Some suppose it signifies uader- 
prophets, or those subalterns in the service of the temples who undertook to 
explain the oracles when they were obscure. But the Selli are here repre- 
sented as priests, and not as servitora, excepting as all priests are the servi- 
tors of the god to whose worship they are dedicated. It has been said, “that 
in all other temples the priests delivered the oracles which they received from 
their gods immediately ; but in the temple of Dodona, Jupiter did not utter 
his oracles to his priests; he rendered them to the oaks, and the wonderful 
oaks rendered them to the priests, who declared them to those wha consulted 
them. So these priests were not properly wgepicas, prophets, since they did 
not receive their answers from the mouth of the god immediately ; but they 
Were iwefiirar, wnder-prophets, because they received them from the oaks.” 
But probably dwepara: ia nearly equivalent to wegepera:, and signifies sims 
ply those who speak under the direction of some superior power, thoes wha de- 
clare the will of the gods. 

259. efdiasecw inséess. The comparison is s very pointed ene. The 
venom and fury of the irritated wasp are quite appropriate emblems ef the 
excited passions of a martial host rushing to battle. 
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260. sivedios, by the way- side. 

"272, dyxipagos Ssedworrss, “for xad of Stedwovris siow ayvipaye.” 
Cr. According to this the relative «5 is to be supplied, and the clause must 
be rendered, aud whose attendants are close fighters. Trollope says, ‘‘ There 
seems to be some latent corruption,” and is at a loss to determine the mean- 
ing, Spitzner says, that wis’ deserves embraces both Achilles and his at- 
tendants, and there seems to be no great difficulty in this construction. 
Then translate, chilles, who claims to be the bravest of the Greeks, and his 
companions in arms claim the like. Or perhaps the sense may he, since 
Patroclus desires to animate the Myrmidons with their leader’s invincible 
courage, that we may do honor to Achilles, who claims to be by far the bravest 
of the Greeks, and whose warriors assert a like superiority. 

297. ‘Os 3 Se’. The point of comparison is this. The Greeks recover 
their breath and renew their courage by reason of the appearance of Patrer 
clus and the Myrmidons; the light of safety dawns upon them, as when 
Zeus removes a cloud from the summit of a high mountain, and restores te 
light a scene before veiled in darkness. 

302. igs, cessation. 

S36. piAsoy, in vain. 

361. extwrsr’, watched, or listened keenly to the whizzing of the arrows. 

363. céw = ioiew = iedev, from cata = valu. 

$71. &£a»e’, dual, referring to the pairs of horses. 

879. dvexupCarialor, were qverturned with a crash. The word is drawn 
from the clashing of cymbals, and designates the rattling noise of the upset~ 
ting chariots, 

S90. xArris, = xAlrvas, crags. 

$92. iwi xde, headlong. 

395. tseys warmeasris, i.e. the Trojans. Patroclus, having repelled the 
Trojans from the ships, had intercepted their retreat, and was driving them 
back again towards the fleet. 

403, fore dasis, sat crouching. 

419. duirgoy/rwves, having tunics without the wlrea, which was an under 
and lower cincture, beneath the breastplate, and serving for an additional 
protection to the body. 

426. *H ja. The simile of the two vultures illustrates suitably the sav- 
age fary with which the two warriors rushed to the conflict. 

453. Abra ixny 34. The request here made is afterwards fulfilled. 

~ 457. vé yae vieas ivr] Savivrer. ‘‘ Possibly, in the time of the singer, 
Sarpedon’s monument was still in existence in Lycia. The old expression 
pointed to this, ‘ Zeus, whose son he was, gave his body to Death and Sleep, 
to bear to his native land.’ How natural and beautiful, since he had been 

46 
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brought back slain, and his bones rested im the bosom of his native soil. 
The mode by which the body had really came to Lycia from the Trojan 
battle-field was unknown.” Heinr. 

459. aipareievas Ri Yiddas, bloody drops. A portent of the shedding of 
blood. 

469. waxes, 2 aor. from pnedopns. 

491. xesvépesves sesviasst, mortally wounded raged. 

507. Aiwsy, for tAlencay, 2d aor. pass., after the chariot was left by the 
chiefs, i. e. Sarpedon and his charioteer. 

515, 516. Bévacas Bt cd whoever’ dxotsn dvies xndouivy, you can give 
heed to. The construction is an unfrequent one. 

562. The contest over the body of Sarpedon is magnificently described. 
The darkness is to be conceived as an actual cloud which Zeus spread over 
the combatants, for the purpose indicated by the poet. 

574. ixtrwes, came as a suppliant to, according to a custom which has 
been explained. 

584. The direct address of the poet to Patroclus is an instance of that 
more animated manner already remarked. 

589. aiyavins porn, the throw of a dart. 

617. sexaeety wse. “This stroke of railing upon Meriones is founded 
upon the custom of his country; for the Cretans were peculiarly addicted 
to this exercise, and in particular are said to have invented the Pyrrhic 
dance, which was performed in complete armér.” Pope. 

630. rirss wearipeon, the issue of war. 

633. Tey 3’. The ringing of the shields struck by the spears is well 

illustrated by the simile of the woodcutter’s axe in the forest. 

642. Besuiwes, an imitative word, expressing the sense by the sound, —~ 
buzz. 

658. iek réAavra, the sacred scales of Zeus, i. e. the decree or determina- 
tion of Zeus. 

668. "Eaééy ix. The construction is somewhat confused, but the sen- 
tence may be thus rendered, Going away from the battle, purify Sarpedon 
from the gore, and, carrying him far off, wash him. The command of 
Zeus, that Sarpedon should be conveyed by Sleep and Death to Lycia, is in 
accordance with the request in verse 453. 

685. xal uly’ déedn, and was greatly deceived in his mind, or was led into 
a dreadful fate. 

702. ayxaves, the elbow ; here, a corner or angle. 

714. dAxvar, = evereahnva:, to be gathered, or collected together. 

722. Ail, svor few, Would that I were as much superior as I am inferior 
to you. 
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745. "Q. wre. This kind of insulting raillery seems to have been very 
common in the Heroic age. 

. 747. cnbse Iuper, searching for oysters. 

765. These lines are vigorous and picturesque. ‘The storm is the battle 
of the winds. Eurus and Notus, tearing up trees whose branches are inter- 
woven, and the crash of their breaking, picture the battle, the clash of 
the spears, the winged arrows leaping from the string, and the huge stones 
dashing against the shields of the combatants. 

779. Bovrursrds, towards evening, so called, as the etymology of the word 
indicates, from loosing the oxen. For Bevaurés, from Bods alld Avw, is the 
time when oxen are unyoked. 

785, 786. The poet is describing Patroclus in the third person. He sud- 
denly changes, and addresses him directly, as if, in the impetuosity of the 
description, he imagined Patroclus to stand before him. He returns, in the 
next line, as suddenly to his former manner. 

803. rigpusssova, == wodnrsxrs, reaching to the extremity of the person. 

836. duane dvayxaiov, the futul duy. The reproachful address of Hector 
to his fallen adversary is accordant with the customs of_the age. The poet 
shows his invention by putting into the conqueror’s mouth the imaginary 
command of Achilles to Patroclus, which, though false in fact, is probable. 
The reply of Patroclus is characteristic. The last words of the dying hero — 
are the prophecy of Hector’s death. 

The events in the latter part of this book are of the greatest consequence 
in the conduct of the poem considered as a whole. The friend of Achilles 
has gone forth to the battle, and fallen by the hands of a god and of the 
Trojan leader. This is the grand turning-point of the action. Achilles 
will soon appear, to avenge the death of his beloved Patroclus, clad in the 
terrible panoply wrought by the marvellous workmanship of Hephzstos. 
His anger with the Greeks is already satiated, and soon will he wreak a 
fearful and bloody vengeance on the body of his great antagonist. 
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Tus book is chiefly occupied with the deeds of Menelaus, and forms part 
of the narrative of the twenty-sixth day. 
1. 0b3’ Zan. This verb, with a participle signifying the action of suffer- 
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ing, often occurs in the sense of doing or suffering unseen by ; the person by 
whom unseen being put in the accusative. 

4. dugid’ de’ aire Bais’, to go about a person, is a periphrasis for to de- 
Send him. 

19. datelier, proudly, haughtily. 

25. dare, an Epic aorist, syécare, from svepes, to reproach. 

32. piyfiv i os vtas0es fx, when a thing is done, even a fool knows it. 

34. cies, you shall expiate the death of. 

51. Xagirteess suorai, like the Graces, i. e. like the hair of the Graces. 

52. lePrixevre, from efnxow, were bound. 

66. ivgeve, they shout. The verb expresses a sharp and piercing cry. 

71. adydorure, envied, or grudged. 

88. Proyi sixsars, like the flame. The points of comparison are, the 
splendor of Tector’s armor, and the rapidity with which he moves. 

93. penris, let no one. — viesonesras, for rpsonenras. 

98. wecs Susuove, in opposition to the deity, or contrary to the will of the 
deity. - 

101. le Is8Guy, for S100, from God, i. e. by the impulse of’ a god. 

105. xaxdy Si xs Pierarery sin, it would be the best of evils, or, as we 
should say, the least. 

112, waxvovras, is frozen, i. e. with grief. 

136. [lay 36 2 imsexvney xdro taxsre:, and he draws down alt his brow, 
a natural expression of wrath. 

142. idsvse, imperfect, thou wast much lacking in battle, thou art but a poor 
Sighter. edtzens dsvsobas, to lag in the fight. 

155. wtpnosras, from géw, 8 form of gaive. 

187. Tlaregsxro0 Biny, circumlocution for Patroelus. 

196. wari, his father, i. e. Peleus. 

197. yneds, 2d aor. participle; see Sophocles’s Greek Verbs, p. 112. 

201. xaradvpios, present to your mind, 

210. “Excog: 3’, &e. The description of Hector in the armor of Achilles 
is full of spirit. The added courage and splendid appearance of the hero 
are in poetic harmony with the general purpose of exalting Achilles. 

220. swigixneisxwv, dwelling around, in the neighbourhood. 

243. vipos wsel wdvra xadvarss. Hector is called here the cloud of war, 
unless the sentence may be censtrueted thus, “Exrae xarterus vigos wea. 
foe rie wévre. - 

250. dvpsa, at the common charge. 

263-266. ‘Os F oe’ in} weoxores....icev, This simile has been greatly 
praised by the best of the ancient critics, especially Dionysius of Halicar- 
nassus, and Aristotle. ‘The poet has been supposed to allude, in this 
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simile, to the noise of the breakers at one of the mouths of the Nile. Mr. 
Wood observes, that the representation is so strikingly expressive of the 
dashing sound, like that proceeding from a succession of cascades, which he 
experienced on his approach to the coast of Egypt, that it might fairly be 
concluded that Homer had been in precisely the same situation. The 
exquisite beauty of the lines, in which the sound is so distinctly accordant 
with the sense, determined Solon and Plato to abandon poetry, in despair 
of ever producing a description of equal sublimity. See Wood’s Essay on 
Homer.” Trollope. 

The following is the passage referred to : — 

“Tt is not easy to imagine any thing more awful than the approach to 
this Bogas* in stormy weather. The breakers, which were heard and seen 
at some distance, had now the appearance of a succession of cascades, 
which we were to pass through for half a mile. If the most striking and 
expressive resemblance of a picture to that appearance in nature which it 
attempts to represent is a sufficient progf of the painter’s having seen the 
original, we might conclude from three linesf in the Iliad, that Homer had 
been in Egypt, and passed this Bogas.” 

268. Pea x fives, from ¢edoew, closely covered with their shields. 

292, ispetvey wee, desiring it ever so much, 

8319. bw’ *"Ayasmy, driven by the Greeks. seo denotes the origin or cause. 

S31. werd Bovasras 4, more than. Some qualifying adverb must be un- 
derstood, as “aAAoy. 

* $89. ‘Os 3’ se’ dvie. This is one of the similes of Homer which illus- 
trate the manners, customs, and arts of his age. The mode of preparing 
hides for use is particularly described. They were first softened with oil, 
and then were stretched in every direction by the hands of men, so that the 
moisture might be removed, and the oil might penetrate them. Considered 
in the single point of comparison intended, it gives a lively picture of the 
struggle on all sides of the body to get possession of it. 

- 426. “Iwao. The circumstance of the horses weeping the loss of their 


a 
a ree 


- © The Arab name for the mouth of the river. 

T8508 oe? bai weoxosos Aiiwsrios werapcie 
Bilouysy piva xipa worl péov, dugl dio” Axeas 
"Hidvss BOO'OSIN, igsvyopetvns dards Sew, Ee. 

“These lines are said to have determined Solon and Plato to abandon 
poetry, despairing of ever being able to produce any thing like them. To 
those who admire the art of making the sound an echo to the sense, they 
certainly offer beauties which are beyond all translation.” Wood’s Essay, 
Bm 46 * 
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tnaster must be attributed partly to their being of divine origin, and consee 
quently gifted with supernatural powers, and partly to the license of poetry 
in attributing to inanimate things and brutes the sentiments and actions 
which belong properly to humanity alone. Many admire this passage; but 
probably more will think that the image of a pair of crying horses borders 
on the ludicrous. Yet one of them afterwards (Il. XIX., 404) speaks with 
a human voice. 

440. Ustyans, Guyés. The first was the circle or bow at the end of the 
yoke, through which the horse’s head was inserted; the second was the yoke 
itself, which crossed from one horse to the other. 

446. Od ul» yde. The sense of the misery and weakness of man ex- 
pressed in these lines has been often alluded to. It is certainly remarkable 
that a poet like Homer, whose pictures of nature are so smiling and cheer- 
ful, should have attributed this depressing view of the condition of man ta 
the father of gods. But it shows, as Koppen well says, that no idea wag 
entertained of the moral ends of the creation and government of God. 

469. yaxsedia, compounded of the inseparable particle »y and xigdes, and 
means useless, 

476. ixiusy Juaeiv os wives os, to restrain and govern. 

481. Benboer, swift in battle. 

496. «ure, i. e. Alcimedon and Automedon. 

502. iseavsiovrs pesradetve, breathing upon my back. 

514. iv youvraes xsires, a proverbial expression, literally, lie in the knees, 
i. e. depend on the will of the gods. It is founded on the fact that supplie 
ants embraced the knees of the person supplicated. 

515. few, I will hurl. 

520. ‘Os 0 de’ &v. This simile is drawn from a very common incident, 
but is entirely applicable. e 

622. wdors, from peerriv, the same as partite, to lash. 

645. Zst wdrse, &c. This fine passage is quoted by Longinus as an ex- 

ample of the sublime in sentiment. ‘‘ He (Ajax) does not pray for life, 
for that request would be beneath the hero; but since he is unable to ef- 
ploy his manhood in any noble deed, in the inextricable darkness, angry 
that he is thus inactive in the battle, he prays for light immediately, as if 
resolved to find at all events a sepulchre worthy of his bravery, should 
Zeus himself be arrayed against him.” § 9. 

670. ivnsins, gentleness. 

676. “Oves, &. Homer frequently, in his illustrations, goes on to de- 
scribe the habits and characteristics of animals or things from which the 
sitniles are takeh, thus making a minutely drawn picture. 

696. Darsen 34 oi Iexsre wy, and his strong voice stuck in his throat. 
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116. dyanrds & Mavines. The exclamation particle J, in the Eplo 
language, often stands between the adjective and the substantive, and gives 
a peculiar emphasis to the address. 

722. dyxdlovre, == sis ras dyxaras iradulaves, they took into their arms. 
They lifted up the corpse in order to place it on their shoulders, 

728. srAeras, i.e. tARneas. ; 

737. sves wie. “ The heap of images which Homer throws together at 
the end of this book makes the same action appear with a very beautiful 
variety. The description of. the burning of a city is short, but very lively. 
He compares the Ajaxes to a boar, fur their fierceness and boldness; to a 
long bank which keeps off the course of the waters, for their standing firm 
arid immovable in the battle; those that carry the dead body, to mules 
dragging a vast beam through rugged paths, for their laborionsness ; the 
body carried, to a beam, for being heavy and inanimate; the Trojans, 
to dogs, for their boldness, and to water, for their agility in moving back- 
wards and forwards; the Greeks, to a flight of starlings and jays for their 
timorousness and swiftness.” Pope, from Eustathius. 

738. sepsver kaifens, suddenly breaking out. 

748. dragwiv, Poet. fot drgawis, a way, literally, from which one cannot 
stray. 
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Tuts book is called the éwAcweia from the passage in which is described 
the making of the shield for Achilles by Hephestos. 

1. Stzes. This word is often used in the accusative to express the idea 
of resemblance, the thing with which the comparison is made being put in 
the genitive. 

- $. vswv sebongaiedor. This epithet is borrowed from oxen. xeaiga == 
, wsQaag. ‘The ships of the most ancient Greeks were so much curved at 
both ends, that they looked like the moon in her last quarter, at least on the 
coins, These curved points were called horns.” K. 

7. w18ios, genitive of place over or through which an action is performed. 

20. Ksiras. This announcement of the death of Patroclus is praised by 
Quinctilian. See X. 1, 49, Narrare vero quis brevis potest, quam qui mor- 
tem nunciat Putrocli? Nothing can be more simple and appropriate. — viae 
os, genitive of cause, and constructed with dugsped x evras 
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23. xéwy aihartecony, the ashes. This form of manifesting grief is fre- 
quently alluded to in the classical writers, and in the Bible. It belonged to 
the Oriental manners. The lamentation of Achilles is in the spirit of the 
Heroic times, and the poet describes it with much simplicity. The captives 
join in the lamentation, perhaps in the recollection of the gentleness which 
formed a part of the popular conception of his character. 

54. devagivrorsxsia, the unhappy parent of the bravest. 

74. v& «iy 34. The prayer of Thetis and the wish of Achilles. 

(93. Tawa, retribution for the death of, properly, the plunder of, i. e. the 
stripping him of his arms. 

100. 3xe%», syncopated Epic form for idinesy, needed. 

107. ‘Os ders. The feeling of Achilles is natural, and naturally express- 
ed. The sudden introduction of this imprecation against discord is a fine 
and characteristic touch. 

114. QiAns xsQaans, of his dear head, i. e. of my dear friend, 

128. issrupoy, adverbially, = == &Anbus, you have spoken this truly. 

136. nipas, for viewas, in a future sense, J shall return. 

188. les tee, from her son. 

_ 151. Ovdi xs. The contest about the body of Patroclus is renewed. The 
struggle between Hector and the Ajaxes is fierce and obstinate. Hector is 
resolved to obtain the body of his fallen foe, and his indomitable firmness is 
‘well described. 

207. ‘Os 3’ irs xaawves. The smoke arising from the signal-fire of dis- 
tress. The poet’s description in the following lines is faithful, since the blaze 
of the fires would be seen in the night, where only smoke appeared in the 
day. Achilles comes forth, protected by the egis of Athene, and shouts, so 
as to terrify the Trojans, and enable the Greeks to bring off the body. The 
sight of the flame which Athene sent from the cloud around the hero’s head, 
and the terrible sound of his shout and the voice of the goddess, frighten 
the Trojans, their horses and drivers, to such a degree that the Greeks are 
enabled at length to rescue the dead Patroclus. 

236. Pierew, a bier, from piew. 

258. fnieseos weaAsusZeav, like the English idiom, easier to fight, L @, to be 
matched or beuten in battle. ~ 

265. wréAsos...yuvazey, referring to the Trojans. 

276. ilsuypives, = mix Asie petvart, closed ; barred and bolted. 

800. xrsdeseciy....cralss, is much troubled ubout his wealth. The verb 
has here an intransitive meaning. 

309. Buves "Evudass, Enyalius (i. e. Ares) is common to all, i. e. the 
fSute of war is shifting, and sometimes slays the slayer. 

316. Totes di [Inasidns. The grief of Achilles is described in Homer's 
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usual vivid manner, and the simile of the lion rubbed of his whelps, at the 
end, expresses his warlike character and fierce desire of vengeance upon him 
who has robbed him of his friend. 

331. xrsem, fut. from xrsei%w, I will not perform your funeral rites. 

339. "Angi 33 ct. The custom of the Heroic age, still existing in the 
East, was to employ persons to Iament over the body of the deceased. It 
is alluded to both in pagan and Jewish writers. Among others, see the 
Alcestis of Euripides, edited by President Woolsey of Yale College, verses 
103, 104. 

346. Acsreoyvéer, the vessel into which the water for bathing was poured. 

350. Kai vars 34. It was customary for the friends of the dead to wash 
the body, anoint it with oil, afid wrap it in fine linen. 

351. ivvsweos, nine years old. 

$57,358. "Exrenkas....dsericac’, Thow hast, then, after all, succeeded in 
rousing up. twrentes, connected with the participle, signifies to accomplisl 
tlre act expressed by the participle. 

5358, 359. 4 pa....dyiyovrre...e Ayasol, surely these were born of yow, 
yourself, i. e. you favor them so much that one would suppose they were 
your own offspring. 

$62. wiaas “ expresses here merely a possibility or a probability.” Cr. 

267. papas, to contrive, usually in a bad sense, i. e, to contrive mischief. 

369-374. ‘Hpeierev. The narrative in relation to Achilles and Thetis 
is here resumed. The description of the house and works of Hephsatos, 
together with the making of the shield, is a very curious document of an- 
tiquity. — 360%. The abode and forge of Hephsstos are conceived by Ho- 
mer, according to the description here, as placed in Olympus, like the dwell- 
ings of the other deities. — Kearcawodiay, limping. — iascoipssev, turning 
round, i. e. busied about. 

376. Ssiev....éywve, the divine assembly. The assembly of the gods. 

378, réecoy wiv ivov rides, were so fur completed. — evara, the handles. 

8379. xoers 3%, and he wus beating or hammering. — dso pots, nails oF 
screws, by which the handles were to be fastened to the bodies of the vessels. 

S82. A:wagoxordepv0s, with a shining veil. 

387. Esive Ssiw. It was the hospitable custom of the early ages to en- 
tertuin the stranger, before making any inquiries as to the object of his visit. 
In the Odyssey, Telemachus receives Pallas Athene in the form of Mentor, 
after the same fashion. 

Xaies Esive+ wae? Zueps Qirtorar* abcde truce 
Atinvev waccausvos pubiosas irrss os ven. 


Od., 1. 1, vv. 123, 124. 
See, also, V. 88—91. 
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407. Gudyen, recompense for life preserved, properly, the price paid by 
the captive to the captor for his life. 

409. dwebsionas, conj. -d aor. mid. from dweridnpes. 

410. "H, sa/. The most probable meaning of this line is, He said, and 
the huge monster rose from his anvil-stund. sridiwe is by some understood to 
be an adjective, the same as wiAwges ; but it is better to take it for a noun. 
ainrov is understood variously. Sume understand it to be from gw, I 
breathe, and explain it puffing or blowing, from blowing the bellows; others 
explain it, terrible, huge. 

411. fdevec, moved quickly. 

415. Auvwisrra, hairy, shaggy; a mark of great strength. 

418. Geties veviviesy siosmuses, resembling living maidens. 

421. iffev, tottering, Schol., due chy ywdrsrncre. 

435. denpives, an Epic perf. pass. from an obsolete root, = BsCaappsives, 
tormented or wearied. 

457. ck oh yovval’ izdveuan, I come suppliantly to you, literally, J come to 
your knees. 

470. scetvesrsy, crucibles. 

472. ewsitevt: wagiupsvas, to be ready for him when working. ; 

477. paswraean, a hammer. — wued-yeny, tongs. 

The elaborate description of the shield of Achilles is one of the most 
striking passages of the Iliad. ‘‘ Led by a fine poetic feeling,” says K., 
** Homer describes, not the shield as it was found after its completion, 
but lets the reader himself see it while it is making. Instead of a life- 
less delineation, we have a living action.” Besides the poetical interest 
that belongs to this splendid episode, it possesses another still stronger, per- 
haps, when we consider it as a representation of the principal scenes of the 
life of man in remote antiquity. 

478 — 482. Hephestos first makes the framework of the shield, with a 
triple shining border, and a silvern belt. Over it he draws five -thicknesses, 
or lamin, of different metals; and on it he wrought with cunning skill 
many varied figures. —3asdecArwy, elaborating, adorning with skill and art. 
—— &rruya, the rim of the shield, here consisting of three strips of metal. 
—— deyvesev, silvern, i. e. plated or ornamented with silver. 

483-489. “ This field was probably the central one; the subject seems 
to show this, for it contains a general representation of the heaven and the 
earth, but all the rest consists of particular delineations of daily life.” K. 
— Sdraecay, the sea, i. e. the only sea known to the poet, the Mediterra- 
nean. — rsiesa = r& derspa, from csigos, Epic for rigas, a sign.— rar’ 
ebeaves lorsPdvwra: = ols xixocunra:; tersPavwebas, to be crowned, often 
takes an accusative. — eéives *Oigisevos, lit. the might of Orion, i. e. the mighty 
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Orion ; a circumlocution like Bin ‘Heaxansin. — Zupoges, without a share 
of. 

490 - 606. The second circle represents the earth, and may be considered 
as divided into four fields, and each field into three compartments, each 
containing pictures of society, as fullows : — 

I. In the first field is a city, in peace. I. Marriages and festivals are 
celebrated ; brides led by torch-light to their husbands’ houses; the nuptial 
song is heard; young men are dancing to the music of the flute and lyre. 
This is the first picture of peace. ©. Justice is administered; a cause is 
argued, two men appear before an umpire; the partisans of both surround 
them ; the heralds keep the people in order; the old ‘men sit upon seats of 
polished stone, ‘in a sacred eircle.” 3. The cause is decided. 

If. The second field represents a beleaguered city. 1. The besieging ar- 
mies deliberate what they shall do with the plander which they anticipate 


from the city. The wives and children and old men defend the walls. 2. 


An ambuscade is devised. The herds and flocks are cut off, as their attend- 
ants approach unwittingly the place of ambush. %S. The noise of the as- 
sault calls out the army, and a battle ensues; in the conflict appear Strife, 
Tumult, and pernicious Fate, the most conspicuous figures. The men, “like 
living mortals,” fight and drag away each other’s dead. 

III. The third field represents rural employments. 1. Tilling. Plough- 
men are occupied in driving the oxen across the newly-broken field. They 
arrive at the end of the furrow, and a man offers them wine. The furrow 
darkens behind the plough, ‘‘though made of gold.” 2. Harvest. The 
workmen are reaping the heavy crop with their sharp sickles, and frequent 
handfuls fall upon the ground. The sheaf-binders follow, and bind the 
sheaves, which the boys collect, and bring in their arms. The owner and 
his attendants stand by, rejoicing in heart. The attendants get ready a 
feast under an oak ; the women prepare the bread. 3. Vintage. A vine- 
yard appears, the vines loaded with dark clusters of grapes. They are sup- 
ported on silver vine-props, and surrounded with an inclosure of tin. There 
is but one narrow path to it, for gatherers, when they pluck the grapes. 
Maidens and young men bear the sweet fruit in baskets; a boy plays upon 
a pipe, and they dance to the measure. 

IV. The fourth field contains representations drawn from agricaltural 
life. 1. A herd of oxen go from the stall to the pasture by a reedy river. 
Four herdsmen accompany them with their swift-footed dogs. Two fierce 
lions seize a bullock, who is dragged away bellowing. The dogs and the 
young men press closely upon him. The dogs abstain from assaulting, but, 
standing near, bark at them. 2. A flock of sheep. In a beautiful pasture 
are the sheep, the shepherds’ houses, the fulds, and covered pens. 3. A 
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Genes. The dance is like that invented by Daedalus for the fair-haina?d 
Ariadne. The young men and maidens dance, holding each other by the 
hand. The young men wear their swords, and the maidens, garlands upon 
their beads. The dance is at first slow, but gradually increases in rapidity, 
and a rejoicing crowd surround the ring. A musician plays upon the pipa. 
Two tumblers sport in the midst, keeping time with the measure. 

The third and outer circle represents the ocean, which was supposed to be 
a0 immense stream, flowing round the earth. 

The above is one mode of representing the poet’s conception of the shield 
of Achilles. Much has been written on the subject, and the order of the de- 
lineated soenes has been differently given by different commentators. So far 
is pretty certain, that the sun and the celestial signs occupied the centre; 
and the ocean stream must be supposed to have flowed round the border. 
It may be supposed, also, that the celestial representations were on the em- 
bossed or elevated part (su@ares) of the shield. Crusius arranges the de- 
scription thus: —In the centre, the sun, moon, and stars. In the second cir- 
cle, 1. The city in a state of peace, with marriage festivals, and the assera- 
bly of the people; 2. The beleaguered city and the battle. The third 
circle contained, 3. The fallow field; 4. The harvest; &. The vintage; 
6. The herd of cattle; 7. The flock of sheep; and 8. The dance and 
sports. The ocean surrounded the outer border. Others again assume only 
ene circle, and divide that into eight fields. As to the form of the shield, the 
poet, notwithstanding Heyne’s opinion to the contrary, evidently intended to 
represent it as round, since his shields are generally said to be wayres’ ilsas, 
and since the disk, with the ocean flowing round it, exhibita the outline of 
the world, according te the Homeric conception of ita shape. 

This episode has given rise to a vast amount both of critical and antiqua- 
rian discussion. Among the ancients, Heraclides Ponticus, the philosopher 
Demo, who wrote a book upon the subject, and Philostratus the Younger, 
attempted to explain it as an allegorical picture of the earth, the heaven, 
and the various relations of human life. Many modern scholars have illus- 
trated it, each from his own point of view. Baivin, Caylus, Montbel, have 
in various forms discussed the subject. Nast published in 1784 a tractate, 
entitled ‘‘ De Clypeo Homerico.” Schlichtegroll treated of it in his works, 
“‘ Ueber den Schild des Herkules,” On the Shield of Hereules, Gotha, 1788. 
Lessing touched upon it in his Laocodn. But the most elaborate inquiries 
are those of Heyne, in the Third Excursus to Il. XVIII (Heyne’s Homeri 
Hlias, T. VII., pp. 581-595), and Quatremére de Quincy in his great work 
entitled “ Le Jupiter Olympien,” pp. 64 ~ 72. 

It is certainly remarkable for the views it epens of ancient life, and the 
information it conveys, or seems to convey, of the state of the arts, the em- 
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ployments, amusements, and general condition of men in the age of its 
composition. From several passages in the Iliad, it is evident that the 
shields of the Heroic age were wrought with curious art, and were among 
the most elaborate ornaments belonging to the military attire, Figures were 
sculptured or cut on them, and this practice was one of the earliest indica- 
tions of the plastic genius of the Greeks. The ‘Shield of Hercules,” at- 
tributed to Hesiod, is another ancient document bearing testimony to the 
same general fact. Several passages in the tragedians may be used as sec- 
ondary proofs, though, being some centuries later than Homer and Hesiod, 
they have not the same authority with the descriptions emanating from. the 
Epie age. See particularly Zschylus, Seven against Thebes, 385, segg., and 
Euripides Phoenissse, 1107, segg. For an exaet and minute description of 
the Greek shield, see Wolf’s ‘ Vorlesungen iiber die Alterthumswissenchaft,” 
Vol. FV., pp. 92, 93. ‘‘"Acwis or saxos. The hero prides himself most on 
the shield, and 6n the shield the most art is expended. This protection 
eovers the whole body, and has in Homer the descriptive epithet, apgilpores, 
num-encompassing. . ... . At first it is of twisted osiers, afterwards covered 
with strong leather. Then several thicknesses are laid upon each other, 
whieh are the svuyss or Siess. Thus seven occur ivealésies, see Il. VII, 
220, Aineis 7, 632, IL XID, 295. It is called egual all around, sur- 
rounded with plates, which are wrought. - Within, are several ox-hides laid 
pon each other. After metal was employed, the shields also were over- 
laid with metallic plates. On these metallic plates figures were usually 
earved; an art which was brought to perfection in Greece before painting. 
However, we must not form our opinion of the art displayed on the shields by 
the representations of the poets ; for they describe like children, and picture 
out what is not to be pictured out ; they picture too much to the senses. Such 
figures all ancient nations have had, and with many it pertained to luxury to 
have shields quite full of them. The several fields or divisions of the shield 
ave filled with figures all round on the border. In the centre of the out- 
side of the shield, it has an elevation, éu¢adés, wmbo, from which the ar 
fows glanee off. Besides this, the éu.¢a22; served for ornament. The bor- 
der of the sitield is called the derv%, see IL VI., 118.  Sueh a shield was 
streng enough, and heavy, and fit only for the warriors of that age. To 
manage it better, a thong or belt was attached, csrAapey, see Il. XVI., 809. 
‘This was thrown over the right shoulder, 20 that the shield was placed more 
ow the left side, the spear being carried in the right hand; hence the phrase 
among the Greeks, ‘the spear side,’ i. ¢. the right side, see Il. XVI., 106, 
and XXTil., 404. Besides this, there are two xavévss, Which are crose-pieces 
of woed, by the aid of which the shield can be better wielded, see Il. VIII, 
“909, and. XIII, 407. Besides these, we hear of iznvn and wiewanes, the 
47 ; 
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invention of which is ascribed to Charon (sic, but a mistake for the Carians). 
It is still a question how far the two last are distinguished from the xaséss¢. 
"“Oxvave and wiewaxss are straps, and not cross-pieces, see Strabo, 14, p. 
66!, and Herodotas, I., 171.” On this last point, see Smith’s Dictionary 
of Antiquities, article Clypens :— “ Around the inner edge ran a leather 
thong (wéerak) fixed by nails at certain distances, so that it formed a suc- 
cession of loops all round, which the soldier grasped with his hand.” In 
the same article there is a wood-cut, taken from Tischbein’s Terra-Cotta 
Vases, Vol. IV., tab. 20, which shows the precise form and use of the 
wiewat. 

It is obvious, then, that the hint of such a shield must have been 
taken from the actual shields used by the warriors in Homer's day. The 
great variety of the details, the completeness of the pictures, and the 
comprehensive design of the whole, should of course be attributed to the 
genius and invention of the poet. The reader must remember, that the ar- 
mor was of div.ne workmanship, and was made for the greatest of the Gre- 
cian heroes, at the request of his goddess-mother, preparatory to his last and 
decisive meeting with the champion of Troy. We should naturally expect 
something a good deal more magnificent for such a person and such an 
occasion, and forged by such an artist, than the best-hammered shields, by 
common smiths, for common warriors. It is to be noted, also, that the 
poet gives free reins to his fancy, and describes the scenes on the shield not 
as the results of art, but as actually taking place. Warriors are fighting, 
ploughmen are ploughing, reapers are reaping, sheaf-binders are binding the 
sheaves, the vintagers pluck the dark clustering grapes, the piper pipes, and 
the men and maidens dance. Ali this and many other lively movements 
are actually passing on the surface of the shield. But a work of art can 
only represent a scene at a single moment; all that goes before and all that 
follows that moment must be left to the spectator’s imagination. The 
moment seized by the artist may suggest all the rest ; but the spectator can 
only see it in his mind’s eye. It was a strange idea of a certain Dionysius, 
according to Eustathius, that the work was a sort of automaton, the figures 
on the shield being self-moved, advoxivnra, since they were ‘Hoawvirsvara, 
of Hephsestos’s making. Another imagined they were worked by machinery 
inside. This literal way of interpreting such poetical descriptions is absurd 
enough. The true explanation, of course, is, that the poet, instead of con- 
fining himself to an actual shield, such as he might have seen, or the image 
of a more richly ornamented one, such as he might have invented, kindles 
with his subject, and follows the thread of association, until he sees, in 
fancy, not only the pictorial groups of a moment, but living groups, in a 
succession of moments; not merely the artistic imitation, but the compre- 
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hensive living action, of which the artist could only embody a part. Qua- 
tremére de Quincy, in the passage above referred to, has discussed this point 
with the discriminating sense of the artist, and the elegance of the scholar. 
The same kind of poetical expansion of the single idea and the one moment, 
embodied in a work of art, may be seen in Byron’s fine description of the 
statue of the Dying Gladiator, at Rome. As the passage is directly in 
point, and breathes the spirit of the most exquisite poetry, it will not be 
amiss to enliven these pages by inserting it here: — 


“T see before me the Gladiator lie ; 

He leans upon his hand; his manly brow 
Consents to death, but conquers agony, 
And his drooped head sinks gradually low ; 
And through his side the last drops, ebbing slow 
From the red gash, fall heavy, one by one, 
Like the first of a thunder-shower; and now 
The arena swims around him ; ——he is gone, 

Ere ceased the inhuman shout which hailed the wretch who won! 


“ He heard it, but he heeded not ; — his eyes 
Were with his heart, and that was far away ; 
He recked not of the life he lost, nor prize, 
But where his rude hut by the Danube lay, 
There were his young barbarians all at play, 
There was their Dacian mother, — he, their sire, 
Butchered to make a Roman holiday. 
All this rushed with his blood ; — shall he expire, 
And unavenged ?. Arise! ye Goths, and glut your ire.” 
Childe Harold, Canto IV., st. 140, 141. 


Both Heyne and Quatremére de Quincy have discussed the bearings of 
the shield of Achilles upon the theory and practice of ancient art. The lat- 
ter thinks we may regard the description as the first monument of the his- 
tory of the arts in Greece. The reader is referred to the places already cited 
for their learned views on this subject, both with regard to the materials 
used in works of art at that early period, and to the method by which 
the materials were wrought. But there is another interesting point on 
which a word may properly be said. Heyne was led to form the opin- 
ion, that the shield of Achilles was a separate poem, designed to repre- 
sent, in the method of an anaglyph, the varied scenes of ,human life, and 
that the poet, whoever he was, had no idea of delineating the figures on a 
shield intended to be used by a warrior in battle. “ How idle and absurd,” 
says he, “are these anaglyphs on a shield! how foreign from the character 
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of Achilles, no less than from the argument of the Iliad! how could it ever 
enter into the mind of a poet to delineate, on the shield of a hero, however 
ornamental he might desire to make it, cities, fields, pastures, dances, 
wrought over with figures crowded upon figures!” He proceeds, in his 
skeptical tone, — “‘ Could the author have imagined that the enemy againet 
whom the shield might be raised would either be frightened by the figures 
of such elaborate art, or would be occupied in contemplating them ?” 

Impressed by objections of this sort, Heyne came to the conclusion that 
some rhapsodist, struck by the beauty of the poem, inserted it in the Iliad, 
at the place where the divinely forged arms of Achilles are mentioned, and 
that the ancients, charmed by the sweetness of the verse, forgot to inquire 
into the probability of the sculpture, and the adaptation of the episode to 
the character of the work. 

This kind of reasoning, though ingenious, is by no means decisive. 
On the contrary, it seems to put out of the question the free episodic move- 
ment of the Epic style. The same sort of criticism would condemn most 
of the similes in Homer, where, though there is but a single point of com- 
parison, the poet is led on, by the enchantment of the imagery that the 
play of his fancy has brought around him, to make a finished picture; 
the picture itself having as little to do with the time, place, and char- 
acter of the scene, as the figures on the shield are supposed to have with 
the situation of Achilles rushing into battle. De Quincy has drawn a dif- 
ferent and a sounder conclusion. He says,— “ If we compare it with all the 
similar descriptions of works of art, with which so many poets have em- 
bellished their compositions, we are compelled to acknowledge that the au- 
thor of the Iliad has surpassed all his successors as much by the probability 
and the necessity of his episode, as in the measure and proportion of the 
accessories.” Le Jupiter Olympien, p. 65. Another objection has been 
made, on the ground of the impossibility of comprising so great a variety of 
scene within the compass of a shield. This objection was put at rest first 
by Boivin, whose design is given in the great work of De Quincy, and still 
more artistically by De Quincy himself, in the beautifully delineated plan 
which he has drawn (Ib., p. 72). But the most satisfactory refutation of 
this practical objection was given by Mr. Flaxman, whose well known 
shield of Achilles ig only three feet in diameter. 

The following description of this splendid work of art is taken from Mr. 
Allan Cunningham’s elegant biography of Flaxman : — 

** Round the border of the shield he first wrought the sea, in breadth 
about three fingers ; wave follows wave in quiet undulation ;—— he knew that 
a boisterous ocean would disturb the repose and harmony of the rest of the 
work. On the central boss he has represented Apollo, or the sun, in his 
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chariot ; the horses seem starting forward, and the god bursting out in 
beauty to give light to the universe around him. The circle, of which 
Apollo is the centre, is in diameter little more than a foot ; yet in this space 
he has pictured 
‘ The earth, the heaven, the sea, 

The sun that rests not, and the moon full-orbed ; 

There also all the stars, which round about, 

As with a radiant frontlet, bind the skies ; _ 

The Pleiads and the Hyads, and the might 

Of huge Orion, with him Ursa called, 

Known also by his popular name, the Wain.’ 


“On the twelve celebrated scenes which fill that space in the shield 
between the ocean-border and the general representation of the universe, he 
exhausted all his learning and expended all his strength. The figures are 
generally about six inches high, and vary in relief from the smallest visible 
swell to half an inch. There is a convexity of six inches from the plane; 
and the whole contains upward of a hundred human figures. Of this mag: 
nificent work, the artist was justly proud; he was paid £620 for the draw- 
ings and model ; the first cast, in silver gilt, price 2,009 guineas, was placed 
by his Majesty on his own sideboard ; the second, of the same material and 
value, was presented by the king to the Duke of York ; a third, of the same 
metal, was made for Lord Lonsdale, and a fourth for the Duke of Northum- 
‘berland. Two casts in bronze were made by the proprietors for themselves, 
and three in plaster were prepared, for the Royal Academy, for Sir Thomas 
Lawrence, and for Flaxman himself.” Lives of Painters and Sculptors, 
Vol. ITI. 

Casts of this work have since been multiplied, and one is now in the 
poasession of the editor. 

480. bx 3 deydesey, i. e. from the frame of the shield, e¢xevs, understood. 

488. qe’ aired oreipsras, which turns there. —'Opiava doxsiss, it watches 
Orion, i. e. is opposite to. 

501. iwi leregs wsigage iaivbas, literally, to take the trial before an umpire. . 

507. véaanvra. ‘Some of the ancients understood by this the money 
which the plaintiff deposited in the court, and which was forfeited if he did 
not make out his case; this among the Attics was called vagaxeralory. 
But the words in the next line show clearly that it was destined for the 
Geron who should pronounce the most just judgment. Another question is, 
Who paid in the money ? Perhaps both parties, as KGppen remarks, as at 
a later time both had to pay down the weurévese in Athens.” Cr. 

530, 531. Oi 9’....sigdev wperdeods xabssver, and they (i. e. the enemy), 
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when they heard the much tumult among the cattle, sitting in front of the place 
of assembly, or in front of the debates, as the auditors would naturally sit. 

570. Aivev. The most probable explanation of this word is, that it was 
a kind of song which derived its name from Linus, one of the eldest singers. 

600. reevir, @ wheel, used by the potter ia shaping his vessels. The 
point of the comparison is this. When the potter first tries the wheel to 
see “if it will run,” he moves it much faster than when at work. Thus it 
illustrates the rapidity of the dance. 
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Tuts book is called the Mies dwépineis, the renunciation of wrath, be- 
cause it contains the reconciliation between Achilles and Agamemnon. 

3. 43°, i.e Thetis, who came in the morning to bring the armor to 
Achilles. 

8. ldvepsy = ldewpesy. 

10. rv, Epic and Doric for ev. 

13. dvi€eays, resounded, when laid upon the ground. The divine armor 
filled even the Myrmidons with fear. Wrath seizes Achilles anew, his eyes 
flash terribly from under his brows, and he exults as he holds in his hand 
the splendid gifts of the god. 

24. Asidw, uw. “It was considered a grievous misfortune by the an- 
cients in general, that the bodies of their dead should putrefy above ground 
previous to their interment.” Trollope. 

27. ‘Ex 3 aids wifaras, for life is killed out, i. e. out of the body. 

35. pains &veures, renouncing your wrath. 

42. vw iy &ywvi, at the station of the ships. 

43. Of....oe». There is a little hardness in the construction of this line. 
But the last clause, xa} Jey oifia ynwy, is to be considered as an explanatory 
addition to the preceding. ; 

47. exd2eres, limping. Diomedes had been wounded in the foot, and 
Odysseus in the side. 

62. d&weunvicavres. The preposition has an intensive force, having been 
very angry, having been angry so long; as it were, having had it out in 
anger. But it has sometimes been rendered ceasing from anger. 

65-144, "Arad r& piv. This part of the speech of Achilles displays the 
impetuosity of his character. Having determined, in obedience to the com- 
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manil of his’ mother, to be reconciled with Agamemnon, and return to the 
war, he wishes to rush at once into the combat. Agamemnon attempts 
to moderate his zeal, then exonerates himself from all blame, and lays it 
upon: Zeus and Ate, and the Erinnys who “ walketh in darkness,” who in 
spired his mind with discord on the day when he robbed Achilles of his 
prize. He then enters into a long history of the goddess Ate, the eldest 
daughter of Zeus, and of the injuries she has done to men, and even to 
Zeus himself, of which he gives an instance in the story of Heracles and 
Eurystheus. When Zeus detected the fraud, he hurled Ate from heaven, 
with an oath that she should never return. So the goddess consoled her- 
self by playing off her mischief upon unhappy men. It is clear, then, that 
Zeus, and not Agamemnon, is to biame, though the latter is willing to make 
honorable amends for the share he had in tRe wrong-doing. 

-27. Abvihss...avareds, There from his seat, and not standing up in the 
midst. This line has been supposed to mean, that Agamemnon addressed 
the council sitting, being unable to stand on account of his wounds. Some 
have therefore rejected the line as spurious, since Agamemnon was only 
wounded in the hand. But Crusias and Voss rightly interpret it, that 
Agamemnon, instead of coming forward into the midst of the assembly, as 
the speaker usually did, merely rose from his seat, and spoke from the place 
where he then was, on account of the throng pressing around him. 

. 79, 80. The meaning of these two lines has been variously given. If 
we look to the connection, as Crusius suggests, the word S¢¢daAa+s (for dee- 
CéAA0:9) would seem naturally to mean to interrupt. Achilles has given 
the assembly to understand, that he is willing to be reconciled, and demands 
that the army should be led at once against the enemy. The Greeks re- 
ceive his words with clamorous applause, and the tumult has not yet sub- 
sided, when Agamemnon rises and begs to be heard without interruption. 
“(It is good,” says he, “to hear the standing man (i. e. the speaker who 
always stood up), nor is it seemly to break in upon him; it is troublesome, 
even for‘a skilfal speaker,” i. e it ts difficult. 

82. Badliras, is confused, Epie for Badweriras, 

83. indsRouas, I will address myself, or I will explain myoelf. 

149, xAcrewsitsx, The exact meaning and the etymology of this word 
are uncertain. Some suppose it to mean to make fine speeches, for sr0ve- 
wsésix, Others, deriving it from xAiwew, explain it, to use deceitful pretexte. 

156. sieeias, unfed. 

180. pire Sluns iwidsvis txqeba, that you may have no want of ample 
justice. 

182, 183. ob pby....vedservion, it is not censurable to reconcile or propitiate 
@ princely man, when one has been the first to quarrel; dvi in composition 
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having here, as often elsewhere, an intensive force. Heyne, on the contra- 
ry, thinks the sentence means, it is not to be blamed that « princely man 
should be angry, when one hus injured him first. The former interpretation 
is more suitable to the connection. 

193. setgnras, Epic for xevgeus, = vievs. 

199. "Avgsity xedioes. This speech of Achilles is brief, pointed, and 
pithy, and breathes the natural eloquence of excited feeling and impatience 
of delay. It forms a striking contrast to the long harangue of Agamem- 
non. 

221-224. “In this passage, where literal expressions are mixed up with 
figurative, there is great obscurity, and hence it has received various expla- 
nations, both by the ancient and the modern interpreters. The obscurity is 
increased by the fact that éunref may signify either the time of reaping, or 
the reaped fruits themselves. Among the various explanations, the follow- 
ing, which Heinrich, Koppen, and Spitzner, after Eustathius, give, is the most 
probable and the most agreeable to the connection. The sense of these words, 
according to those scholars, is, ‘We must strengthen ourselves beforehand with 
food and drink ; for, although at first very many fall after Zeus has turned 
victory in our favor, yet we can only follow up the victory for a short time, 
because our powers will fail.’ Odysseus, therefore, would advise Achilles, that 
he cause the army first to strengthen themselves with fond and drink, before 
leading them to battle. QurJsesdes.... xo, the satiety, disgust of battle, i. e. 
exhaustion and failure of strength. sees (i. e. QuAswides), for xaf ds, iv 
f-  WAsionny....xadauny, = werreds pearvepivers. xardun, properly, the 
stalk of the corn. Killing in battle is expressed by the figure to mow down ; 
the warricrs are the stalks, the corn, which the iron reaps.” Cr. <A similar 
figure is used in the old ballad on the battle of Morat by Veit Weber, — 
“ Till evening mowed he with the sword.” ‘ Oid Time,” with his scythe, is 
another form of the same idea. — dusres, here, the mowing. —iwne xAi- 
ones ehAarra, when Zeus may once have turned the scales, i.e. when he has 
decided the overthrow of the enemy. — dee’....ricusras, who is the steward, 
i. e. the supreme disposer of the war of men. 

225-299. Taerig.... Axauis, nd it is-by no means fitting that the 
Greeks should mourn the dead with the belly, i. 0. by fasting. yarrigs = m- 
ecsig. — Ainv....wdsra, For very many are falling every day, literally, many 
and crowded together.—ynria commonly means pitiless, stern, unrelenting ; 
here, firm. The expression »9Aia Suseédy Txovras may be well rendered by 
the English phrase, steeling our hearts. 

247. erncas, having weighed. 

254. dws ceicas. It was the custom to cut hair from the forehead of 
the victim, and throw it into the fire.—- de{dépsves, a term belonging to 
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religious services, and signifying the performing the first ceremony ; here, 
cutting off the hair and throwing it into the fire. 

263. dwporiparces, Epic for exesepacres, untouched, from eporuserve. 

287. Ildreexas. The passage was praised by the ancient critics. The 
lamentation of Briseis over the body of Patroclaus is full of fine touches. 
The turning from her grief for the death of Patroclus to the recollection of 
her own sufferings is extremely beautiful. The whole scene is well con- 
ceived ; but there is one little cireumstance which illustrates particularly the 
poet’s true understanding of natural feeling. The women joined in her lame 
entation, and mourned for their own calamities, under the pretext of mourn 
ing for Patroclus. They were captives who had lost every thing. They 
had no hopes like those of Briseis (verses 297, 298), from the life of Pa- 
troclus, and lost nothing by his death. How natural that they should be 
occupied by their own sorrows, while Briseis wept incessantly for him who 
had always been kind and gentle to her ! 

342. wdurar kwoivias, you go off entirely, i. ¢. you neglect. 

S62. yidaget 2 ween wie) ler. A beautiful expression, — and all the 
earth around laughed with the splendor of the brass, i. e. with the reflected 
brightness. 

375. ‘Os 3 se’. The poet seizes every occasion of describing the gory 
of Achilles’s shield. The return of the hero to the wat was an event of 
sufficient consequence to justify the splendor of poetical imagery which the 
poet has thrown around it. 

387. evevyyes, & case or envelope. 

407. abdysyra. “ This miraculous gift of voice may be compared with 
that of Balaam’s ass.” Trollope. 

417. Sig os xal davies, the god and the man, i.e. Apollo and Paris. 

418. "Epivviss, the Furies. “The Erinnyes, as the goddesses of fate, did 
not permit too much knowledge to be imparted to men concerning their fu- 
tare destiny. Thus Phineus was punished by the Erinnyes because he had 
disclosed too much by his soothsaying.” Cr. 
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Ts book is entitled Ssonayia, because in it the gods take part in the 
battle. 
, 2. "Agel of, TInrtes vit, around thee, son of Peleus. This book and the 
two following books are chiefly occupied with the deeds of Achilles. “Ia 
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effect,” says Montbel (Observations sur I’Tliade, Tom. IL, p. 177), “ the poet 
says not only that they are the Myrmidons who surround Achilles, but the 
Achzans, a name under which he comprehends the entire army of the 
Greeks. Certain it is, that in the battles which take place in this twentieth 
and in the two following cantos, none are concerned but Achilles ; no other 
chief is named, neither Agamemnon, nor Menelaus, nor the two Ajaces, nor 
Nestor, nor Diomedes, who is alluded to once only in a speech addressed by 
Ares to Athene. These three books, XX.— XXII., a genuine Achilleis, are 
abeolutely devoted to the exploits of Achilles, as the fifth is devoted to the 
exploits of Diomedes, the eleventh to those of Agamemnon, and the seven- 
teenth to those of Menelaus. Observe, also, that to the last there is not the 
slightest allusion to the wrath of Achilles, which is said nevertheless to be 
the principal subject of the poem.” 

4. Olumwrn. ‘The duty of Hermes, as the herald of the gods, or of 
Iris, is here discharged by Themis, the goddess of right, to intimate that in 
these assemblies the right should prevail.” K. 

7-9. Heyne and others consider these verses to be a later addition. But 
their genuineness was never called in question by the ancient critics. 
“Commonly,” says Cr., “only the gods of higher rank assemble, but this 
time all the divine beings meet together, because it is to be a general assem- 
bly, like that of the Achwans; see XIX. 40, segg.” The whimsical rea- 
son assigned by the Scholiast for the absence of Oceanus is, that respect for 
him as the oldest of the gods would have hindered them from strife. The 
rivers Scamander and Simois afterwards take part in the conflict. Oceanus 
is one of the dramatis persone in the Prometheus Bound. 

14, »nxedeenct, compounded of »f and dxovw, == ob wapinever, i.e. oF 
duoves. 

16. "Agyintenues, god of the swift, or bright, thunderbolt. 

29. iralpev, gen. of cause. 

30. dewippeper, contrary to fate. The walls of Troy were not destined to 
fall by Achilles. ‘* The ancients found it surprising that Zeus, the ruler and 

director of fate, see Od. XX. 78, seqgq., should fear lest Achilles might 

plunder Troy. The following may be said in reply : — True, it is, in gen- 
eral, the poet’s conception that nothing can be done in opposition to the 
will of Destiny, see VI. 487; still the decrees of Destiny are not absolute, 
but only conditional, so that even man in his freedom has an influence upon 
it.” Cr. 

39, dxtprsnipens, with unshorn hair. Apollo is thus represented, both in 
poetry and plastic art, as a symbol of his eternal youth. 

43. Snger 31 pedens iwiwaue’, and he hud long been absent from the war, 
Epic construction for who had long been absent from the war. 
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56. Asivéy 3i Besvrnes. This description of the battle of the gods is a 
celebrated example of Homer’s sublimity. Zeus thunders in the heavens, 
Poseidon shakes the boundless earth and the high mountain-tops; Ida rocks 
on its base, and the city of the Trojans and the ships of the Greeks trem- 
ble, and Aidoneus leaps from his throne in terror, lest his loathsome domin- 
ions should be laid open to mortals and immortals. Longinus, in his work 
on the Sublime, 8, 9, comments upon this passage with admiration, Virgil, 
Eneis, VIII. 243 — 246, imitates this passage : — 


** Non secus, ac si qua penitus vi terra dehiscens 
Infernas reseret sedes, et regna recludat 
Pallida, diis invisa ; superque immane barathrum 
Cernatur; trepidentque immisso lumine manes.” 


72. cwxes, powerful. Some have explained it as == sdotxos, i.e. 8 aga 
eixous. 

90. £aa’ don. FEneas here refers to events which took place in the 
early period of the war, and before the commencement of the action of the 
poem. 

98. wien = wegseri. 

107. ‘H wir yee, i. e. Aphrodite. —% 3’, i. e. Thetis. — drine yiperces, 
i. e. Nereus. 

128. Vssopeivy iwtvnes Ale, spun for him at his birth. 

131. xwAsael 33 Ssoi, the gods are terrible, or dangerous. It was a super- 
stition that fora mortal to behold a god was a dangerous thing. 

137. "Ex ware is cxewssy, from the travelled way, or ground, to a high 
place. 

138. deywes, plural for singular, the verb standing between two nom- 
inatives. 

145. Tsivos is deQigurev. Laomedon refused to pay Poseidon the price 
he had stipulated for building the walls of Troy; in revenge for which the 
latter sent a monster of the deep which killed and devoured all who fell in 
his way. The country could be delivered from this affliction only by sacri- 
ficing Hesione, the daughter of the king, to the monster. Heracles prom- 
ised to rescue the daughter on condition of receiving the horses which had 
been given to Tros for the stolen. Ganymedes. He built a wall of earth, 
behind which he concealed himself when the monster pursued him. 

147. xé xsires, the monster. The use of the article points out the thing 
as what is well known. The myth was probably familiar, from long tra- 
dition, to all who would hear the story of Troy from the lips of Homer or 
the Homeride. 

157. xdgxaigs, cracked, a word formed by onomatopaia. 
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166. deilev, disregarding, i.e. the men. “The lion, as is well known, 
petires slowly, when not hungry, as if he cared nothing for falling in with 
the hunters.” K. 

183. decipiens, fickle-minded. 

186. yodawas 3i co’ Jorwa cs fives, you will find it hard, I think, to do it. 

199-258. This dialogue between Achilles and /ineas when on the 
point of battle, as well as several others of a similar description, have been 
sometimes censured as improbable and impossible. The true explanation is 
to be found in the peculiar character of war in the Heroic age. This sub- 
ject has already been discussed. See Il. VL 119, segq. 

204. [péxaruc’ dxevevess iasa, hearing the legends of ancient fame. 

227. dvbseinw, ears, properly, of asphodel, but generally, of wheat. 

253. Ales voAwrspsves, a picture of two vulgar women quarrelling in 
the middle of the street ; accurate, but unpleasant. 

275. "Avevy’ lee wgurns, upon the extreme border of the shield. 

282. dyes....puelev, myriad grief, i. e. boundless. 

S25. ievsvev....csiens, bore away, raising him from the ground. 

$82. dvievra, infatuated. 

$42. piy’ i%:dsy, looked forth afar, or saw clearly, 

359. tepions ovina, the mouth of battle; for battle, but more expressive ; 
as it were, the devouring battle. 

391. Tvyaiy. The Gygwan lake was about five miles from Sardis. 

403. Supds dieds na) deuye, breathed and bellowed forth his life. - 

404. ‘Ed:xavey dQ) dvasra. The Heliconian king is Poseidon, The 
name is derived either fram Mount Helicun in Beoeotia, or from Helice or 
Helicone, a town in Achaia. In the latter there was a renowned temple of 
Poseidon, where his worahip was eclebrateid yearly by the sacrifice of a bull. 
If the bull bellowed as he was led to the altar, it was considered a favorable 
omen. . 

439, 440. Ilseg....dz0 péria Yiteve. Some understand this to mean, 
She turned back the spear by the motion in the airy caused by the gentle waving 
of her hand. But there is nothing in the language to justify this interpre- 
tation. The words asa para Vifern show that it means, according toa 
literal version of the words, She turned the spear with her breath, having gently 
breathed. 

451. pidraAsis, you are wont. 

458. xay yévy, for savéd yr. 

496. velipsvas xe Atonin, to tread out the white cora. It is well known 
that, among the ancient nations, the corn, instead of being threshed, was 
trodden out by oxen. It is familiarly alluded to in the Jewish Scriptures. 
For example, “ Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the 
corn.” Deut. xxv. 4. 
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THE leading paseage.in this book is the description of the battle at the 
Fiver, uéyn wagawordpses. ‘“ As Hector was snatched away from Achilles, 
the latter rushed madly upon the host of the Trojans, overthrew all before 
and around him, and hurried in his chariot over the prostrate foes. The 
fugitives are chased to the ford of the Scamander. Here they divide. One 
erowd hurries, probably crossing the ford, over the plain, to the city; the 
other, lest the mass in the ford should be toe great, precipitates itself into 
the stream, and thus attempts to escape. Achilles leaps in after the latter, 
and prepares a great blood-bath in the Scamander. Twelve young warriors 
he catches alive for a death-sacrifice to the shade of Patroclus. Here alae 
he encounters Lycaon, Priam’s aon, and Asteropeous, the leader of the Pe- 
onians, who fall ander his hand. Both afford materials for special battle- 
pictures.” K. ; 

3. Tvepotbas, cote petv, diveding them inip two parte, he drove one towards 
the city. 

7. ieuxiusy, i.e. ders, to impede them, i. e. the Trojans. 

8. deyuectivny, silver eddying. 

12. dxgidss Segiderres, locusts rise, driven by the heat of the fire. 
Swarms of locusts sometimes invade whole countries in the East. It seems 
that the, ancient mode of exterminating them was to kindle a fire, and thus 
drive them into a lake or river. The panic caused by Achilles, the hasty 
plunging into the river, the press and confusion, there, are represented in a 
most lively manner by the simile. 

22. ‘Ns F dae SsrQives. “It is observable with what justness the aathor 
diversifies his comparisons according to the different scenes and elements he 
is engaged im. Achilles hes been hitherto en the land, and compared to 
land avimala, a lion, &e, Naw he is in the water, the poet derives his 
images from thence, and likens him to a dolphin.” Pope, from Eustathiug, 

26. xenpveds, the high banks. 

Sl. Tote aiwed Gagitener, which they earried. The thongs seem to have 
been carried, for various purposes, -——as, for instance, to tie the hands of 
eaptives, --on the persans ef the warricra, 

38. dewunas, suchera oF shoots. 

58. wswsenptves, transported. 

75. "Asti voi sie’ inicas, I am in the place of a euppliant. alone 
entitled to respect. 
48 
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76. wacdpny Anutriges dxeiy, I have tasted Demeter’s broken corn with - 
you. aarti = ices. This was anciently a pledge of amity. 

79. inarépeCoor 35 ros Ager, I brought you a price of the value of a hun- 
dred oxen. 

83. wirdrw wou awizxbiebas, I must be an object of hatred. 

95. duoydereses, born of the same mother, a uterine brother. 

99. Naws....dyéein, Say nothing to me of ransom-money, fool! The 
whole speech of Achilles forcibly expresses his relentless desire of ven- 
geance. 

126. piravar Perr’, the dark curling, i. e. the gently agitated surface of 
the water. 

1ST. wodtag isgeders eadgevs. It was an ancient custom to sacrifice bulls 
and horses by throwing them into the sea alive. 

162. 6 8 dpapeh Servguow aegis ({Badrs understood), and he hurled tivo 
gpears at once. 

163. wagidtkses, ambidextrous, i. e. using both hands alike. 

166. iwsyedCSny, just grazing. 

169. ituewrinva, flying in a straight course. 

196. "EE edase. Oceanus was conceived to be a stream encircling the 
earth. All rivers, seas, and fountains had their origin from this mighty 
stream. 

204. Isewripssves....xaleorvrss, consumed by nibbling. 

221. °dyn, wonder, including the idea of indignation, amazement. 

234. xenuvev adwaikas, springing from the bank, i. e. into the midst of the 
stream. The contest between Achilles and Xanthus abounds in vivid de- 
scription and splendid imagery. 

245. y1veurs, bridged it over. 

259. saxsaray, a spade. — ducons, a channel. 

260. Yngides, the pebbles, 

262. wpendsi, sloping. 

271. xoviny 3 iwiesees, and washed away the earth from under his feet. 

277. “H ps’ igare. The fate of Achilles had already been communicated 
to him. ; 

283. Ivavres, the channel of the torrent. 

S06. xégvees, tossed up. ‘A lively conception, of which the different 
propeies of the two rivers gave the poet the idea, which is always exact, 
always true. For the Simois is dry the greater part of the year, or sup- 
plied with but little water; but when its water is increased by the melting 
snow on Mount Ida, or by rain, it overflows the whole region, and causes 
the greatest destruction. Uprooted trees, and stones whirled along, are 
everywhere to be seen.” Lenz, Ebene von Troja, Plain of Troy. 
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313. fern, 1mperat., raise. 

319. steeds, slime, or mud, such as is washed down from the mountaing 
by the swollen streams. 

246. vtenedi, newly watered, The conflagration kindled by Hephestos, 
and burning the plants and trees, is magnificently described. 

363. xvicon psrdopesves, melting in the fat. Another reading is xv/erny 
(see Crusius and Spitzner), and with that pcadéseeves must be taken in a 
transitive sense. 

366. bd srs, == ove iddvade, nor could it. 

369. Ixeast xidur, why has he fullen upon troubling my stream? Iyzas, a 
defective verb, == iwnrds. 

370. if dAAwy == tbwie ros ZAAcvs. The force of the genitive with iz 
here is to intimate a preference or selectien of one from others. 

286. dncve, was moved like the wind, == iavu or ixsssive, according to Eu- 
stathius. 

394. xuvéueue, dog-fly, an insect, a species not exactly determined; used 
as an epithet, signifying impudent. 

407. widrshea, Poet for raiéea. The plethron is properly what can be 
ploughed with one yoke of oxen in a day. According to the Scholiast, 
the wiAségey was about one hundred feet. 

441-460. Poseidon here tells the story of the wrongs that he and 
Apollo had endured at the hands of Laomedon, king of Troy. Under the 
command of Zeus, they had served the monarch a whole year for stipulated 
wages. Poseidon had built a broad and handsome wall around the city, 
and Apollo had tended the trailing-footed, crankling-horned cattle. But 
when the rejoicing Hours had brought round the payday, the royal barguin- 
maker not only refused to settle the bill, but threatened to bind them hand 
and foot, and send them off to some distant island to be sold into slavery. 
So far did his indignation at being dunned carry him, that, though his cred- 
itors were two of the first class of gods, he gave a significant hint that he 
would cut off their ears with the brass. Quintus Calaber has imitated this 
passage. The ancients gave various and contradictory explanations of this 
myth, but, as Montbel justly remarks, “ it is impossible to reconcile all the 
facts of an obscure mythology.” 

4165. Jagasyiss, fiery, full of ardor. 

503. psr& orgefdrsyys xovins, under a covering of dust, covered with 
dust. 

537. dvvdy ot wlAas, xal dwecas ixinas, they threw open the gates, and 
drew back the bars, 

The panic-striken Trojans rush to the gates, covered with dust and parche 
ed with thirst, endeavouring to escape the mad pursuit of Achilles. 
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559. jawdia, bushes. 

604. curdiv twinrgebievea, running before him bat little beyond his reach. 
The compound is very expressive. 

The ecenes described in this part of the Iliad are full of action. The 
battle with the rivers, the intervention of the gods, the flight and terror of 
the Trojans, the insatiable madness and hot pursuit of Achilles, the rush to 
the city, the hurried opening of the gates, affording a glimpse of safety, the 
crowding in of the dusty and worn-out fugitives, form a picture on which 
the poet has exerted his most vivid powers of representation. 
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1. wisgulérss, ix terror. 

3. asxdArelye, resting aguinst, from fatigue. 

5. éroh Meie’. The time bad now arrived when it was fated that Hectot 
should fall. 

6, 7. “The Sceean gates enjoy a great celebrity in the Iliad; because it is 
near these gates that the touching scene passes between Hector and An- 
dromache ; it is also on a platform overlooking the Soean gates that the 
ancient Trojans are assembled, when Helen appears before them, and amazes 
them by her beauty ; finally, because in this book the dying Hector predicts 
to Achilles that before the Scxan gates he will perish under the strokes of 
Paris and Apollo. .... . If the word is etymologically explained, it sig+ 
nifies the gates on the left; but is it on the left in entering or leaving the 
city? The interpreters do not tell us, and nothing can be concluded from 
the words of the poet. Some will have it that the name comes from the 
builder who constructed these gates, and who was called Sceus. Others say 
that by the left we are to understand the west, to distinguish them from the 
Dardanian gates, which are elsewhere spoken of, and which were situated on 
the eastern side. Others, finally, give to this name the meaning of sinister, 
because the wooden horse was carried in through them; 80 that these gates 
could not have had their name until after they had been destroyed. Neither 
Homer nor Virgil say that it was by the Scan gates that the horse entered 
Ilium. Tryphiodorus mentions the Dardanian gates, ~— 


Tluvtws iasCicare Aagdardtay. 


All that we can infer from the various passages of the [iad is, that the 
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Scean and Dardanian gates alike opened upon the plain where the Greeks 
and Trojans were fighting.” Montbel. 

12. @Asy, for &Ancay, = cursered@neay, are driven, or crowded, Epic aor. 

26. der’ avrie’. This simile not only describes the appearance of Achil- 
les, but is appropriate because the star brings with it, in hot climates, dia- 
ease and death. So Priam beholds Achilles, splendid with the divine ar- 
mor, and the destined slayer of his son. 

44. sins, = iersenpiver, destitute, deprived of. - 

45. sripyas, sending off for sale, = wiegdenwy. 

54, 55. “The sense is, the death of the other children will cause sorrow 
to the parents only, but the death of Hector will bo lamented by the whole 
people.” Cr. . 

57. Tewas xai Tewds, Trojan men and Trojan women. 

60. iw) yreaes 0036, on the threshold of old age; an expression understood 
by the Scholiasts and Eustathius to mean the extremity of old age ; but more 
naturally to be explained as the entrance or beginning. The lines which fol- 
low set in a forcible light the horrors that attended ancient warfare. 

69. reawslias, fed ut their master’s table, an epithet that heightens the’ 
agonies of the imaginary scene, the whole of which is depicted with force, 
feeling, and truth, 

94. Bsleuxas xaxd Pdeuax’, having eaten deadly poisons. It was an 
ancient notion, that serpents derived their venom from eating poisonous roots 
and plants. 

: 99, seqgg. This speech of Hector shows the fluctuation of his mind. He 
communes with himself, and meditates a return to the city. The desire of 
escape conflicts with the sense of honor and the reproaches which Poly- 
damas and the other Trojans will heap upon him. At last he makes up‘his 
mind to remain and abide the issue. The speech is full of natural feeling, 
and simply but strongly represents the emotions of a brave man, who, placed 
in circumstances of the utmost peril, from which there is a way of escaping, 
wavers for a moment, and then with collected energies meets the shock. 

109. xavazesivavra agrees with i«s understood, and "AyAse is gov- 
erned by it. 

126, dowd Seuds cid’ dad axirens, neither from an oak, nor from a rock. 
Hector means to say, that it is impossible to discourse freely and carelessly 
with Achilles, as a youth and maiden may talk together. There is no 
joking with him. The expression is probably a proverbial one, and origi- 
nates in the simple customs of antique rural life. People chat together, 
sitting upon a rock, or the trunk of an oak. According to Wolf, the idea 
is, that those who sit upon a higher place, as a tree or rock, can converse 
secure from surprise. 

48 * 
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132. negubdins weelepucen, the crestewaving warrior. xepvbdix: == xepo- 
basdry 

140. pssed, after, in pursuit of. 

153. wAevel, cisterns, built of stone, for washing. It was the custom of 
that age to have cisterns by the side of rivers or fountains, to which the 
women, inclading the wives and daughters of kings and princes, resorted on 
washing-day. ‘Let us abandon philology for a while,” says Montbel, “ to 
admire these sweet pictures, that precede the death of the ill-starred Hector. 
There reigns here a profound melancholy, filled with regrets for the fate of 
the hero. This recurrence to the happy times of peace, when the wives of 
the Trojans and their lovely daughters came to wash their rich garments in 
the springs of the Scamander, — for the daughters of kings themselves did 
not disdain those employments which seem mean to us; this recollection 
of occupations so pleasant, of past happiness, in the midst of the-alarms of 
war, at the moment when the heaviest of calamities is.to fall on Ilium, adda 
to the deep impression. produced by this song of woe, which souads through- 
out like the knell of death.” | 
". 159. dsptcevx. This properly means a victim, or any animal fit to be a 
victim; here, an animal for alaughter. 

206. 063” fa iissva:, nor did he permit them to hurl. 

221. teowgonudsvdipesves, prostrating himself before. 

224-227. The ancients found nothing offensive.to their moral ideas in | 
this deceit practised by Athene. It was only the fraud which meh might . 
practise against an enemy ; and the characters and actions of the gods were 
drawn from the conceptions of men. 

225. yadrneyrAdyines, brazen-barbed, 

247. migdesdvy, with deceit. 

. 255. dependes, compact, agreement, or terms of agreement, 

257. nappoviny, perseverance, success arising from perseverarice. 

. 260. Téy 3’ &’. Achilles maintains his implacable anger to the last. 
He rejects-scornfully the proposal of Hector, that the victor should abstain 
from treating his fallen foe with the usual barbarous indignities of war. 
Such a reply was to be expected from his fierce and revengeful character. 

. 281. derisarng, properly, one who speaks what is fitting, skilled in speeches. 

297. "9. were Hector, having discovered the deception that Athene 
practised on him, now resigns hope, and sees that it is the evident purpose 
of the gods that he shall die. He resolves, however, not to die without a 
struggle, but having done some brave deed for future men to hear of. 

/ 925. Aavenviny, the throat. The fatal scene is described with a rapid 
aud vigorous hand. The exultation of Achilles over Hector, and the taunt, 
that the dogs and birds shall tear him in pieces, while the Grecian army 
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shall perform the faneral honors of Patroclus, are chatacteristie of the atro- 
cities of war in that age. The entreaty of the fallen hero is an expression 
of the high value the ancients set upon funeral honors, and their sense of 
the calamity of being deprived of them. The reply of Achilles is in the 
wildest strain of savage ferocity. It has but one redeeming point, such as 
it is, namely, that Achilles on/y wishes he had the heart to eat up his enemy. 

351. xeure igdvacbas, to weigh you down with gold, to ransom by an equal 
weight of gold. 

358. pesvyee ylvwpeas, literally, lest I be to you an anger of the gods, i. e. 
lest I pursue you as a Fury, or bring on you the anger of the gods. The 
ancients attributed to the dving a prophetic power. .Aecording to Quintus 
Smyrneous, III. 50, 176, Hector’s prediction was fulfilled in the onset upon 
the Scsean gates. ° 

The death of Hector is acoompanied by many circumstances of ferocity 
and barbarity. The Greeks rush to the spot, to insult his body and disfigure 
it by wounds. 

381. dug) wéaw ody esdvees. Achilles first turns his thoughts to the 
destruction of Troy, but suddenly reverts. to his friend Patroclus, who lies 
by the ships, ‘‘ dead, unwept, unburied.” The ardor of his friendship is as 
strong as his desire of vengeance had been fierce. 

391. washeva, here, a song of triumph, a pean. 

. 397. ig edvecs ix weierns, from the ankie to the heel. The savage act 
of Achilles, in dragging the body after his chariot, is characterized by the 
poet a8 ssizia, unseemly ; not, probably, because it went much beyond the 
common practices of war, but that it was an unseemly destiny, a terrible 
calamity, to fall upon a hero like Hector. It is to be considered in the 
light of # highly wrought picture of war in the Heroic age. 

405-414. The despair of the Trojans, the anguish of the father and 
mother of Hector, the lamentatione that filled the city, are described in 
these lines with pathetic simplicity and power. — #4 8 pdduce’ de’ inv iva- 
alysis, supply Sesve, like the lamentation which would be made if. — s¢eus- 
teva, from specs, a brow, then a height, an epithet describing the situation 
of a high place; as it were, on the brow of a mountain. —- Asgdendey, 
Dardanian, not Scean, a8 Crusius incorrectly explains. —— svaidipeves. 
Rolling in the dust was the most vehement expression of sorrow. 

427. vu, then, in that case, i. e. if he bad died in our arms. 

431 - 436. Lament of Hecabe. In the laments uttered by the different 
persons over the corpee of Hector, the poet has shown a wonderful power 
in delineating the varying forms of sorrow, according to the character and 
circumstances of the mourners. 

437 —449. Andromache, obedient to the command of Hector (VI. 490, 
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seqq.), has busied herself about her feminine labors. She orders her ser- 
vants, also, to prepare a bath for her husband on his return from the battle. 
Hearing the lamentations of the men, she forebodes calamity, her limbs 
tremble, and the shuttle falls from ler hand. — pzuys, in the retirement, i. e. 
iu the women’s apartment, in the hurem. — Seive woixid', vuried ornaments, 
such as flowers and other like embellishments. 

4161. warAcpivg xgadinv, agitated in heart, or with beating heurt. 

462-476, The picture of Andromache rashing to the wall, and behold- 
ing thence her husband’s body dragged at the car of Achilles, is one of the 
most pathetic in Homer. — issOsvey vid ixdauer, durk night veiled; here. 
spoken of fainting, elaewhere of dying. —dicuare siyaadésvra, bright bands, 
a general expression for whatever ornaments were used about the hair. The 
particular kinds of ornament are specified in the next two lines. Mr. St. 
John (Manners and Customs of Ancient Greece, Vol. II., pp. 59, 60), 
speaking of the parts of the head-dress, says:— “ Among these one of 
the most elegant was the ampyz, a fillet by which they confined their hair 
in front. It sometimes consisted of a piece of gold embroidery, the place 
of which was often supplied by a thin plate of pure gold, studded with - 
jewels. Another Homeric ornament, the kekruphalos, can only be alluded 
to as a critical puzzle which has baffled all the commentators; in which 
predicament the plecte anadesme also stands; all that we know being 
that it found its place in the female head-dress, though whether as a 
mitre or a diadem Apollonius is unable to determine.” With regard to the 
xsxevperes, Crusins thinks it was probably a woven net, to keep the hair 
together, a head-net.. And Eustathius describes the wAtxe) dvadioun as 
& sigh, Gv xuxry wiel cols xpordQeus advadciet, a band with which they 
bind up the hair round the temples. This is not very definite, but perhaps 
the thing intended was some kind of feroniére. 

474. aroCouteny awoerictlas, supply dees. We have a similar form of 
phrase in frightened to death. 

477 —514. The lament of Andromache. - 
476. dulandny, with broken sighs. “‘ Andromache was recovering from 
her fainting fit; her breathing came back by degrees only; she now gasped 
out a few broken tones of woe. Finally, when she has wholly come to her- 
self, she breaks out in the following words.” Cr. Dionysius of Halicarnassus 
cites this verse as a specimen of imitative harmony. Upon which Montbel 
remarks —-‘‘I doubt much whether our ears, but little trained to the sounds 
of the Greek language, can well appreciate these delicacies, which depend on 
the cadence of the phrase, and the measure of syllables. . ... . But what 
may be felt in all times and in all countries is the delineation of this pa- 
thetic scene, in which the poet hag. rapregented the sorrow of Andromache. 
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« « « « - Retired within her palace, Andromache is the only one who has 
not heard of the terrible calamity of the Trojans. She only knows that 
Hector has remained outside of the gates, and she orders her women to pre- 
pare the bath, that her husband may find it ready on his return from the 
battle. All these details are true and touching; and how much does Homer 
add to the pity with which this unfortunate wife inspires us by this so nat- 
ural reflection,‘ Unhappy one, she knew not that, far from the bath, Athene 
had subdued her husband under the hand of Achilles.” Meantime, alarmed 
by the criés which strike her ear, she wishes to know what new misfortunes 
threaten her, and mournful presentiments arise in her soul. Soon she arrives 
at the summit of the tower, and can no longer doubt her misfortune. ‘ She 
sees him dragged before the city ; swift horses drag him mercilessly towards 
the ships of the Greeks.’ If I am not mistaken, there is here great delicacy, 
a profound knowledge of grief, in not having named Hector on this occa- 
sion; she sees him riv 3 ivénosv,—horses drag him, trae: pv fAxov. 
- ««-s. Theend of the narrative is of equal beauty, and the calling to 
mind the veil which she had received from Aphrodite on the day of her mar- 
riage is one of those fine touches of feeling which Homer could not allow 
to escape him.” 

487. woAsuer. ‘The battle at the capture of Troy. Otherwise the boy 
Astyanax could not encounter war and battle. If, then, he escapes with 
life, he will have lost the protection- and support that you could give him 
(dvssee, 486)- All the misery, wrong, shame, and penury which a fatherless 
child can experience, Andromache even now clearly foresees for her son.” K. 

490. Tune 3’ deparixiy, the orphan day, instead of segérevpe ; like viers- 
poy Hea, for voeres. 

498. “Ej,” otrws, Begone, eof The Scholiast says, os sis, as thou art; 
but there is no need of supplying such a phrase. We use the word so/ as 
a sort of exclamation, nearly in the same way. 

500 - 504. The contrast between the wretched condition to which the 
mother, in her foreboding imagination, sees her son reduced, and his former 
enjoyments of all the luxuries of a princely and prosperous home, is drawn 
with a mastery over the emotions of the human heart which Shakspeare 
alone has rivalled. 
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“Ts book takes us into the Grecian camp, and sets forth the burial of 
Patroclus. The funeral games, which required the most circumstantial de- 
scription, if they were to be placed before the eyes of hearers and readers, 
formed a part of his burial honors. Hence the description of them takes up 
the larger part of this book; and hence the ancients entitled it,©Aéaa iw) 
Tlavgsxay. It forms a whole by itself, but is connected with what precedes 
by 386-400. The burial honors there announced are now brought to a 
completion.” K. 

&. §asudh ynas. Achilles and the Greeks returned immediately to the 
ships, —‘Eaasewervrer. By the Hellespont is here to be understood the 
part of the AZgean Sea just before the entrance into the Hellespont ; for 
the camp of the Greeks lay between the promontories of Rheteum and 
Sigeum. 

9. 3 yee yigus tov) Savsvews, for this is the right of the dead. 

19. Xeiet wos, a form of salutation both of welcome and farewell. 

29. répev, a funeral feast. 

30. bei bso, were extended. 

34. xervaseurov, Schol. woab sees xorvan aevencbai, cup-dipped, i.e. so 
plentiful that it might be dipped up by the cupful. 

44, Assred....devor inicha: == Astenrbas. 

46. xsigucbai +s xéunv, to cut off my hair. It was an ancient custom to 
cut off the hair and offer it on the funeral pyre of a deceased friend. 

50. wage vs exis, and to bestow those things that are proper, i. e. the due 
funeral honors. 

Gl. iv xabaey, on the bare ground, or, in a clear, or clean, spot. Accord- 
ing to the Scholiast, washed clean by the waves. 

6£. ”Haés. The appearance of the spirit of Patroclus is a very impres- 
sive passage. The souls of the dead could not enter the abodes of Hades, 
the place of their final repose, until their bodies had received the due funeral 
honors. This appears in several passages of the Homeric poems, and the 
idea is often repeated, both in the writings of the Greeks and of the Ro- 
mans. The reappearance of a soul, not yet irrevocably placed in Llades, is 
brought out nowhere in a more solemn manner of simple reality than here. 

79. d&upixavs, yawned for, i. e. devoured or destroyed. — Haig Adzt yuré- 
fiver ase, which was my lot at my birth. ‘To him who was to die a violent 
death, the Ksjg was already assigned at his birth.” Cr. 

88. derrgaydrowes, the dice. 
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D1. bum wogcs, the same chest, or urn. Into this urn the ashes of the dead 
were collected. Patroclus wishes to have his ashes buried in the same urn 
with those uf Achilles, as a proof of friendship surviving even death. 

92. xevoscs dudidoesvs. It was a golden, two-handled vessel or urn; in 
apposition with oecs, and added by way of more particular description. 

101. rergsyuia, shrieking. It describes the feeble shriek usually attribut-_ 
ed to the ghosts of the departed. 

104. Qeivss here means the bodily fe or substance, properly, the dia- 
phragm or seat of sensation. 

1tG. [lear 8 dvavera, Up hill and down hill, by side ways and winding 
ways. The rhythm and sound of the verse express the laborious nature 
of the occupation. 

136. daribsy 38 xen Ive, and Achilles, walking behind, supported the head, 
as the body was borne in the arms of the others. 

139. gtvossxia, sufficient, lit. according to his wish. 

146. vol +s xouny xseisi, to cut off my hair for thee. Besides offering 
hair on the funeral pile of friends, it was also customary to dedicate a por- 
tion of it to the river-god. 

148, is wnyeds, at the sources, The dwelling-place of the river-god was 
supposed to be at the fountains of the stream. 

168. Ameéy trey. It was customary to cover the body with fat taken 
from the slain victims, and to place on the funeral pile vessels of oil and 
honey, that it might be more speedily consumed. 

173. weaasZits xvvss, domestic dogs, dogs fed from their master’s table, 

191. xmas’, from oxiraraw. 

220. xvauddis xis, poured upon the ground. The libation belonged to the 
funeral honors, and formed an important part of the ceremonies. 

243. xeuein Qutay, a golden urn, not the same as segis and aupipegers, 
but one to hold the bones of Patroclus until the death of Achilles. — dirra- 
x1 Snug, @ double covering or lining of fat. 

955. Topracarre 3 ond, they marked out the mound, lit. they rounded it. 

259. Nua ¥ txgse’ dsbra, now bring out the prizes. The rest of the 
book is taken up with a minute description of the games performed in honor 
of Patroclus, the prizes, the combats, and the victories. The scene presents 
a clear and interesting picture of this custom of antiquity. These games 
consisted of eight exercises ; the chariot-race, the cestus, wrestling, the foot- 
race, the single combat, the discus, archery, the throwing of the javelin. 

A thorough system of gymnastic exercises belonged to the earliest customs 
of the Greeks. In the Ionian states, as far back as the Homeric age, the hab- 
its of out-of-door life, the beauty of the climate, the festive character of the 
people, encouraged the natural tendency to physical activity. The Panegyries 
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and Amphictyonies, the meetings of single towns or provinces, or the more 
general assemblies of confederated tribes, were celebrated by contests of 
strength and swiftness, as well as by trials of genius and art. Religious rites 
consisted in part of stately and elaborate dances, performed by graceful bands, 
around the altars of the gods. Honors were done to the hervic dead by fu- 
neral games, At a later period, the establishment of the four great national 
festivals, the Olympian, Pythian, Nemean, and Isthmian games, embodied the 
Hellenic passion for physical exercise in the most imposing forms. Indeed, 
the elements of these renowned festivities existed in the Heroic age. Still 
later, the Athenians unfolded, with scientific precision, in modes and to an 
extent unknown before and since, a gymnastic system, which entered 
deeply into their civic life, and had the most important bearings upon the 
plastic arts. It formed a part of the education of the boy, the training of 
the man, and was continued in advancing age. Its object was to develope all 
the powers of the body, for the sake of securing a clear, vigorous, and sound 
mind ; then to heighten the beauty of the manly form, of whieh the Greeks 
were passionate admirers; and lastlv, as a preparation fur the honors of 
victory, coveted by every free-born Athenian, in the national games. I¢ 
entered, also, into the practical and theoretical pharmacy of the Greek phy- 
sicians. Although the scientific terms of Athenian gymnastics are not 
found in the Homeric poems, still the principal exercisea are described here. 
The practice existed, but the theory came afterwards. The whole subject 
is handled with exhaustive erudition by Krause, in his “ Gymnastik und 
Agonistik,” “ Olympia,” and “ Pythien, Nemeen, und Isthmlen.” 

262-271. Achilles offers five prizes for the first contest, that of the 
chariot-race. This is the most conspicuous of the games, and therefore 
is most circumstantially described. Similar descriptions occur in many an- 
cient authors ; one of the best is in Sophocles’s Electra. See Woolsey’s edi- 
tion, 680, segg. 

267. deavesy, = davgwres, probably, not yet put aver the fire, i. &. new. 

273. dedeypbva, awaiting, ready for. 

282. rcieeas, 1st aor. part from Aciw, the same as rAcdw. 

284. igneidaca:, for henessepives sics, perf. pass. Ionic from Sasides. 

310. Bdeduree, slowest, for Beddiewes. 

326. eviua, the goal. 

327. éeyw’, This was probably the distance between the hands when 
the arms are extended, a fathom. 

330. Euvextion, the narrowest part. According to Heyne, the place at the 
goal where the track on the left joins the track on the right. 

332. sien, the goal at the other end of the coursa 

339, 340. ‘Ds dy ear, That the nave of the wheel may appear to approash 
the erlge of the well-made goal, but yet may avoid striking against the stone. 
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S52. iv % watoous iGdrovee, they cast in the lots, i. e. to decide their re- 
spective places. Though the chariots started abreast, as afterwards at the 
Olympic games, yet it is obvious that he who obtained by lot the innes 
track would have a smaller curve to describe | at the end of the course, and 
consequently less ground to pass over. Some have supposed that they were 
arrayed one after the other. But this would make their situations too unequal. 

S61. ‘Ns maprigre dpipeu, that he might watch the race. - 

S69. difacnxs prviegan, bounded in the air. 

379. Ais? yée. The horses of Diomedes press so closely that they seem 
about to mount the car of Eumelus. The passage describes the scene very 
picturesquely. 

S96. SeorXrixdn, was bruised. 

420. paris, a fissure. 

431. divnew cien, the throw of a quoit. 

454, Qolvg. “Properly, a paim-tree, and thence the fruit thereof, called the 
date. It is here used adjectively, and may be rendered chestnué-colered.” 
Trollope. 

474, wl whess rnCesdsass why do you prate unseasonadly ? 

481. sbAnen, = tia, the reine. 

505. kepucrperen wheel-track. 

546. bebads lov, nominative absolute. Spitsner, however, says that it is 
only necessary to supply iCAd¢» from the preceding sentence. 

570, seqg The speeches of Menelaus and Antilochus show the care that 
was taken to prevent fraud or violence. 

598, 599. "ldvbey....dicevgns, The heart of Menelaws was exhilarated, as the 
dew exhilarates the ripening corn, when the fields are bristling. 

604. v10in, == vecins, youthfuiness, the thoughilesenoes of youth. 

618. oy, dake é. 

CT2, dneveieein ms duovetev dyivn, the combat of fuvelins. 

626. Na} 34, seq. The poet sustains the eharacter of the sage old Nes- 
tor. He admits that he cananet now perticipate in the games, oun account of 
his age; but, to make amends, tells a long story of what he did at the ob- 
sequies of King Amarynecess. 

670. dees pxcus lartsdenas, that I am inferior in battle, 

679. 3sd3eursees. This word generally signifies the noise made by the fall 
of a man slain in battle. Here it means dead. 

683. Capa, the girdle, or scarf, round the middle, the subligaeulam of the 
Latins. 

684. ipsderas ivrpstrevs, the thongs, which were worn round the hands 
and arms, but left the fingers free. 

688. vesuades, the sound of the blows on the cheeks. 

49 
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702. inevetirar, that is set over the fire, i.e. that can be s0 employed. 

712. apsiCovess, here, the rafters. So called from their meeting or an- 
ewering to one another. The simile exactly illustrates the attitude of two 
wrestlers. 

724. dvdue’. “When neither of the combatants seemed likely to gain 
any advantage over his antagenist, in order to bring the matter to a cone 
clusion, they mutually agreed to a trial of strength, and that one should en- 
deavour to raise the other from the ground, and by this means throw him. 
This was called dvasieuy.” Trollope, from Eustathius. 

726. xedrugwa, the bend of the knee. 

743. Xsdévss. The Sidonians were early distinguished for their skill in 
works of art, and in various manufactures; hence the epithet eoAvtaisarers. 

759 — 764. “The sense of this passage,” says Crusius, “which is not 
without difficulty, is correctly explained by Eustathins,—¢d 31 xavdv od 
curraxrie used ved eribses, AAD dig nas abes- Tees yae 6 ves, Ses Ey 
padre Alarces qo "Odveess, sabdwse eeibees Eyys udda levis é cruteds nae 
sev. We must, therefore, take er#éses as the genilivus separaticous, or supply 
dyx from the preceding. The meaning, therefore, is, Odysseus was as 
near to Ajax as the instrument by which the woof is drawn through the 
warp is to the breast of the webster. xavsey is, according to the Scholiast, 
4d wdrmpos, wie) dv sidsirvas 6 pices, @ Straight, round rod, about which the 
yarn of the woof is wound. This save, therefore, supplied the place of 
weaver's shuttle. — dve’....castery. The webster shoots the zavse, through 
the warp; ravésy, is, therefore, here, to set in motion, to draw through. —- 
. wavier, Schol. stanua xeéxas, the yarn of the woof, the thread wound round 
the xavey. This the webster draws out (izéaseosa), and along the warp, 
through the warp (wagis siror), comp. wagin dan, IX. 7. sires is 
probably the warp, the web, although some of the Scholiasts understand it 
to be the woof. That the instrument comes so near the breast of the weav- 
er is explained by the ancient mode of weaving, as the warp did not lie 
horizontally, but hung down vertically, so that they wove standing.” 

761. xavev, a shuttle, properly, a rule. 

795. pidAses, = pebrasos, Co no purpose, idle, useless. 

826. csrov abrexéwrer, the disk of metal, or quoit self-fused, i, ¢. rough, 
snsha pen. , 

845. saArAavgowe, @ shepherd's crook. 

847. adyeves, the space in which the quoit was thrown. 

851. spcwtrAsznn, half-azxes, i. e. axes with but one edge. 

866. ssigeber, the cord. 

885. Beds Kfser, avbspésven, worth the value of an o, flowery, i. e. adorn- 


ed with grauen flowers. 
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890. "Aresidn. Atrides comes in at last, to take part in the games, and 
s0 to do honor to Achilles and Patroclus. As a matter of respect, Achilles 
will not permit him, but gives him the prize at once. Madame Dacier says, 
* There is in this a bienséance, which deserves to be noticed.” 
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THE principal subjects of the last book of the Tliad are the journey of Priam 
to the Grecian camp for the purpose of ransoming the body of Hector, the 
admirable scene of the interview between Priam and Achilles, the return to 
Troy and the lamentations there, and, finally, the burial honors paid to 
Hector, with which the poem closes. Some critics have rejected this book 
as spurious, on the ground that it is not worthy of Homer, that many dvaz 
siensive occur in it, and that several legends, not elsewhere mentioned by 
Homer, are alluded to here. Such views are the suggestions of an over-re- 
fined criticism, and the alleged arguments can have but little weight when 
set off against the Homeric excellences with which the book abounds. 
Opinions founded upon mere changes, or supposed changes, ‘of style are en- 
titled to but little consideration. The “ Interview” is among the most 
affecting passages in the Iliad. 

1. Adee 3 dye, the assembly was dissolved. vrs, Epic aor. for tavén. 

16. Teds 8 iegdvas. Achilles dragged the body of Hector thrice round 
the tomb of Patroclus. 

28. "Arskeivdeeu Ivex’ rns, on account of the wrong done by Paris. This 
allusion to the judgment of Paris is one of the legends not elsewhere spoken 
of in Homer. | 

54. Kwghy yee 3% yates, seqq., For in his wrath ‘he insults the senseless 
earth, i.e. the body. Spitzner, however, takes it literally, that Achilles in 
his wrath rages even against the senseless earth. . 

58. yovaizd ot Siivarve ualiv, he sucked a woman's breast, from Stone. 
yuvaize is used as an adjective, or «a2év may be governed by xardé under- 
stood, or the two accusatives may come under the general principle of the 
apposition between the whole and the part. The last is to be preferred. 

80. poduCdaivg, a leaden weight, a sinker. 

81. Bots xigas, a horn tube, in which the sinker was placed. 

"128. eto pbyeis, how long? 
157. &pews, Senowes, ldurspwr, ignorant, careless, malicious, or implous, 
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160. aizis ¥ wend vs. The picture which the poet has here drawn of 
the afflicted father is marked by his characteristic touches of simple beauty, 
delicacy, and pathos, 

172. sandy éevopton, boding ill, or the messenger of ill, | 

190. wsigwha, the body of the car, The square box or basket which was 
bound on the carriage. 

192. yAtna, == dydApara, xupsdse, ornaments for the person, sump- 
tuous apparel, or, in a more general sense, any kind of curious or costly ar- 
ticles of luxury. 

202. “Exas’, == i3efaee, you were renowned. 

214. waxcCipsver, behaving like a coward. 

219. dens....nanés, an ill-boding bird. 

221. Svernia, priests who burn the sacrifices. — ligisg, priests who slay and 

228. Pugsaper, chests, or wardrobes. 

230. dwdcitas, simple, i. e. to be wound once round the body. 

235. l%seins, on an embassy. 

253. saruférss, abstract for concrete, disgraces, 

261. xoguruwigess, dances. 

267. weevewayia, newly framed. 

269. du@adrisy, having an elevation in the middle.—eliasesw deugis, 
JSitted with rings, through which the reins passed. 

270. Joysdesper, the yoke-band, i. e. the thong connecting the yoke and 
pole. 

272. wily ies weary, at the foremost end. — aginer, the ring. — irvegs, & 
kind of hook, or nail. 

274. yauzivn, the end of the yoke-band. 

316. piggvev, black, probably, though the etymology is unknown. — wse- 
uvév, Poet. for wsexis, also signifies black. 

$33. ‘Egusiav. ‘* Hermes is, in a special manner, the messenger of the 
gods, when he is the guide and protector of the heroes to whom he is 
sent; for he is a deity favorably inclined to men; hence he is called 9/.- 
Aardees, Secodvses.” Cr. 

S54. Peudios voev Toya, something requiring a prudent mind. 

418. Insta, from Snicues, Poetic and Ionic for Sidepas 

419. ksgonss, fresh, literally, dewy, moistened with dew. 

420. pipvaty. pie is properly used of the closing of the eyes; but in 
in this place, by a natural transition, it describes the closing of the wounds. 

429, Hasivos, a cup. 

451. Amgrisye’ speper, the woolly or shaggy roof. So called from the 
wodlly reed which was nsed for thatching houses. 
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464. dyawalipsy, fo receive ina friendly manner, to treat as a friend, to 
show regard for. 

486. Mviiva: wargés esis. The speech of Priam is an admirable example 
of Homer’s power to excite deep emotions by the just conception of mourn- 
ful and pathetic circumstances. It is full of true, simple, and profound 
feeling. It was much and justly praised by the ancient critics. Quinc- 
tilian, X. 1. 49, — “* Epilogus quidem quis unquam poterit illis Priami rogan- 
tis Achillem precibus equari ?” 

507. waress, gen. of cause. 

532. BedSpweris, literally, Auge hunger, but here, great misery, in general. 

540. wavadesy, all untimely. 

577. sudrrega, the caller, because the herald was employed in summon- 
ing assemblies. 

616. Upecurre, danced, or sported. 

648. lyxerlevens, serving diligently. 

665. Sawveo, opt., == tartare, let the people feast, i.e. partake of the 
faneral feast. 

709. "Ayyvou 3% The approach of Priam with the body of Hector, the 
grief and lamentations of the Trojans, their simultaneous rush to the gates, 
form an impressive and pathetic picture. 

720. venveis, pierced, i. e. adorned with pierced or filigree work. 

721, 722, There is a difficulty in constructing these lines, on account of 
eles, followed by of si», so that some have rejected verse 721 as an inter- 
polated gloss upon the word de3evs. But perhaps it should be considered a 
broken construction, of in of ys» being only a repetition of of in oles, — The 
leaders of wails, who—a sad strain— who then wailed, while the women 
joined the lament. 

725. aw’ ainves, from life. This lament of Andromache may be com- 
pared with her address to Hector in the scene at the Scwan gates. 

734. weé, either in the sense of iwig, for, or, in reference to place, before, 
in the presence of. 

753. dpuslarisevar, inaccessible. 

762. “Exrwg. The lament of Helen is exceedingly beautiful, both as an 
appropriate expression of her own natural feelings, and as a tribute to the 
virtues and gentleness of Hector. 
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FRENCH, GERMAN, AND ITALIAN TEXT-BOOKS. 
BELLENGER’S CONVERSATIONAL PHRAGES AND DIA- 


UES, 
In French and English. Compiled chiefly from the 18th and last Paris 
edition of Bellenger's Conversational Phrases, with many additions 
and corrections. ited by PickEnine. I8mo. pp. 138. Cloth. 3lc. 
“ Bellenger’s Conversational Phrases, which was published not long 
o in Pans, is now extensively used in France, where it has already 
passed through RIGHTEEN editions. It is intended particularly for the 
use of schools, and is consequently elementary in its character. The 
subjects ef the lessons are judiciously arranged under appropriate 
heads, and in a systematic order, well adapted to the grad rogress 
made by the younger, as well as the more advanced student.” — The 
ace. 


BACHI’S ITALIAN FABLES. 
Raccolta di Favole Morali; or, a Collection of Italian Fables in Prose 
and Verse, selected from the Works of the best Italian Fabulists, with 
Interlinear Translations and Explanation of Idioms. l2mo. New 
edition in press. 

BACHI’S ITALIAN PHRASES. 
Conversazione Italiana; or, a Collection of Phrases and Familiar Dia- 
logues in Italian and English. 12mo. New edition in press. 


BACHI’S RUDIMENTS OF THE ITALIAN LANGUAGE; 
or, Easy Lessons in Spelling and Reading, with an Abridgment of the 
Grammar. In press. 


BARBAULD’S HYMNS FOR CHILDREN, 
Being a Sequel to the “Easy Lessons.” pp. 116. Cloth. 50c. 


GERMAN READER FOR BEGINNERS. 
Compiled by, BERNARD ROLKEER, Instructor in Harvard University. 
I2mo. pp. 3382. Half morocco. $1,25. 

“‘ The object in eempiling this new German Reader was, to give to 
those who qin the study of the German e such selections 
from German literature as might prove easy enough for their first at- 
tempts at translating, and at the same time of sufficient interest in 
themselves.” —- The Preface. 

The selection in this velume is made principally from the works of 
Goethe, Uhland, Schiller, Schlegel, Hoffman, and others. 


‘¢ We have been highly gratified by an examination of the work itself. 
Every teacher, and many students of the German language, must feel 
a relief in finding a new volume of selections adapted to their use. 
Mr. R. has avoi & @ommon error in works of this kind, by making 
his selections in part from authors not in the hands of most students, 
and not confining himself in the main to Goethe and Schiller, whose 
‘complete works’ are to be faund in almost every brary.” — 


GERMAN EXERCISES. 
Exercises far writing German, adapted te the Rules of German Gram- 
mar. By J. G. Trakes, P. D. First American edition. Arranged by 
Brexwakp ROuExx, Instractor of German in Harvard University. 12mo. 
pp. 1165. Clothe 50c. 
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GERMAN AND ENGLISH PHRASE BOOK, 
By Francois GRaETER. 12mo. Sheep. Sic. 


GERMAN VERSION OF THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN, 
With an Interlinear English Translation, for the Use of Students. 
By Cuares Fouien, Professor of the German Language and Litera-~ 
ture in Harvard University. 12mo. pp. 172. Sc. 


‘¢ This Interlinear Translation of the Gospel of St. John is intended 
to assist those who wish to study the German language, in the begin- 
ning of their course.” — The Preface. 


IL TESORETTO DELLO SCOLARE ITALIANO; 
Or, the Art of Translating English into Italian at Sight. By Louis 
Fenwick PorquetT. Revised, corrected, and improved, by F. Sanza. 
12mo. pp. 172. Boards. 62¢c. 


LA HENRIADE, 
Poéme, par Voltaire. Stereotype Edition, revised and corrected, with 
Annotations. 18mo. pp. 171. Half eloth. 3lc. 


LONGFELLOW’S FRENCH GRAMMAR. 
Elements of French Grammar. By L’Homonp. Translated from the 
French, with Notes and Exercises. By H. W. LoNGFELLOW, Professor 
of Modern Languages in Harvard College. 12mo. Eighth Edition. 
pp. 196. Sheep. 7c. 


MANUEL DE PROVERBES DRAMATIQUES ; 
aetigaet Professor LONGFELLOoW. Third Edition. 12mo. pp. 333. 

oth. . 

The Proverbes Dramatiques is a collection of small comedies, illus- 
trating familiar proverbs. The colloquial style is moresifficult than 
that of plain narrative; but, after going through the first text-book 
of the course, the mind of the pupil is prepared to undertake a more 

ifficult task. , 


PUBLIUS VIRGILIUS MARO ; 
' From the text of HEYNg. Without Notes. 12mo. pp. 307. §1,00. 


SURAULT’S GRAMMAR OF THE ITALIAN LANGUAGE ; 
For the Use of Colleges and Schools. 12mo. pp. 280. Sheep. S&c. 
It is believed that the student will find here all that he wants, and 
nothing more; and that he will not be obliged to exercise any discre- 
tion as to what should be selected and what rejected; a discretion 
which, of course, no learner is qualified to exercise. The rules in the 
syntax are few and short, but are made clear by copious examples ; 
and the treatise on Italian versification, though brief and elementary, 
will be found complete. 


SURAULT’S FRENCH EXERCISES; 
Ads ted to all French Grammars. Second Edition. 12mo. pp. 120. 
cloth. Cc. 


SURAULT’'S FRENCH FABLES; 
With a Key and a Treatise on Pronunciation, for those who begin to 
read the French Language. 12mo. pp. 272. Halfcloth. 75c. 


SURAULT’S FRENCH QUESTIONS 
On Sir Watter Scott's Tales of a Grandfather, for the Use of Learners 
who are beginning to speak the French Language. 12mo. pp. 222. 
Half cloth. 75c. 7 





PUBLICATIONS BY JAMES MUNROE AND COMPANY. 





SCHOOL AND COLLEGE TEXT-BOOKS. 


BUCKINGHAM’S DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES ; 
For Schools and Families. By J.T. BucktncHam. Second Edition, 
with large Additions. 18mo. pp. 192. Half cloth. 38. 


‘‘It is by far the best thing of the kind that has been attempted, and 
the only one against which no sectarian objections can be urged. 
Every word of it is taken from the Bible, and yet it imbodies all the 
variety, in the form of precept and prayer, essential to the devotional 
exercises of a school.” — Philadelphia North American. 


‘*'We regard this work as one of great value, and we shall feel our- 
selves most happy if we can be instrumental in procuring its introduc- 
tion into our common schools.”’ — New York Commercial. 


COLERIDGE’S INTRODUCTION 
To the Study of the Greek Classic Poets, designed principally for the 
Use of Young Persons at School and College. By HeENkY NELSON 
COLERIDGE, Esq., A. M., late Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge. 
Containin , 1. General Introduction; 2. Homer. 12mo. pp. 242. 
oth. Cc. 


‘‘ The subject of the Homeric poetry, to which the greater part of the 
volume is devoted, is admirably discussed. There is ample learning, 
without pedantry or ostentation; and good sense, good taste, and 
scholar-like elegance of style. The various theories on the origin of 
the Homeric poems are stated with clearness and distinctness. The 
manifold beauties of the Iliad and Odyssey are developed with critical 
sagacity, and with a warmth of sensibility which never becomes over- 
strained or extravagant.” — North American Review. 


DAY’S OUTLINES OF PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY ; 
Designed as a Companion to the Common School Geography, and for 
the Use of Grammar and High Schools. By JoHn Q. Day. 12mo. 
pp. 186. Cloth. 62¢c. 


‘‘ We like the plan, and, so far as we have examined it, are pleased 
with the execution of this book. A friend, whose opinion on such a sub- 
ject is entitled to much more weight than ours, and who has no ac- 
quaintance with the author, after examining a portion of it, spoke of it 
to us in strong terms of approbation, as filling a new and important 
place among school-books.”’ — Christian Register. 


EDWARD'S FIRST LESSONS IN GRAMMAR, 
By the shuthor of “Theory of Teaching.” 18mo. pp. 108. Half 
cloth. Cc. 


ELEMENTS OF ORNITHOLOGY; 
* Intended for the College and the Parlor. By CHartzes Brooxs. II- 
lustrated by 400 cuts. 12mo. pp. 324. Cloth. 1,25 
‘‘ A work designed as one of a series of works on zodlogy. We hope 
the author will be able to complete his design. From the manner in 
which this is executed, and the familiar style in which most of it is 
written, we are sure it will become popular.” — Boston Courier. 


“It is long since we have encountered an educational work so inter- 
esting in design, and judicious in arrangement.” — Literary World. 
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ELEMENTS OF GEOMETRY. 

* Introduction to Geometry and the Science of Form. Translated from 
the most approved Prussian Text-Books. 1 vol. l2mo. pp. 180. 
With Plates, and 100 Figures. Sheep. 84c. 

This volume has been prepared under the eye of a practical teacher, 
and is designed to meet an actual want. It is introduced into very 
many of our High Schools and Academies, Normal School at Lex- 
in ton, and is also required for examination for entrance into Harvard 

ollege. 

‘¢ Most opportunely for our own wishes, and, we hope, for the uses 
of many of oor readess, there has been placed in our hands, this morn- 
ing, a school-book of the above title, comprising about 150 pages 12mo., 
with di . On a hasty examination, we are free to say, that 
hardly any school-book has ever so nearly met our tdeal of what was 
needed. e compiler has hit the nail on the head, and fulfilled, we 
believe, that great public duty, of meeting most happily an actual 
public want.” — Portland Advertiser. 


GEOMETRICAL BLOCKS, 
* ze OT the above, in neat cases; containing the Sphere, Cone, 
Cc. ? 


EULER’S ALGEBRA. 
An Introduction te the Elements of bra, designed for the Use of 
those who are acquainted only with the first Principles of Arithmetic. 
Selected from the Algebra of Eutzer. Second Edition. By JOHN 
FaRrran, Professor, &c. 8vo. Halfcloth. 1,00. 


ELECTRICITY AND MAGNETISM. D 

Elements of Electricity, etism, and Electro- ics, embracin 

the Latest Discoveries td Pocroratonts digested into the Form of 4 
Treatise for the Use of Students. By JosepH LoveRina, Hollis Pro- 
fessor in Harvard University. New Edition. 8vo. pp. 344. Plates. 
Half cloth. 2,50. 


FARRAR’S TOPOGRAPHY. 
An Elementary Treatise on the Application of Trigonometry to Or- 
thographic and Stereographic Projection, Dialling, Mensuration of 
Heights and Distances, Navigation, Nautical Astronomy, Surveying, 
and Levelling, together with rithmic and other Tables. Designed 
for the Use of Students. Second Edition. 8vo. Halfcloth. §1,25. 


‘‘The several parts of this volume are prepared with great care. 
The tables are from the stereotype plates of Bowditch’s Practical Navi- 
gator, the correctness of which is too well known to need any recom- 

‘ mendation.”’ 


FARRAR’S CALCULUS. 
First Principles of Differential and Integral Calculus, or the Doctrine 
of Fluxions. Intended as an Introduction to the Physico-Mathemat- 
ical Sciences. Taken chiefly from Brzour, and translated from the 
French. 8vo. Half cloth. §1,00. 


FARRAR’S TRIGONOMETRY. 
An Elementary Treatise on Plane and Spherical Trigonometry, and on 
the Application of Algebra to Geometry. From the Mathematics of 
Lackorx and Brzout. Translated from the French, for the Use of 
Students. 8vo. Halfcloth. 1,00. 
ga 
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FARRAR’S ASTRONOMY. 
An Elementary Treatise on Astronomy, adapted to the present im- 
proved State of the Science. By JoHN FARRAR, late Professor of Nat- 
ural Philosophy at Harvard College. 8vo. Halfcloth. $2,50. 


GOLDSBURY’S GRAMMAR. | 

A Concise and Comprehensive Manual of English Grammar; contain- 
ing, in Addition to the First Principles and Rules briefly stated and 
explained, a Systematic Order of Parsing, a Number of Examples for 
Drilling Exercises, and a few in False Syntax ; particular! adapted to 
the Use of Common Schools and Academies. By JoHN GoLpsBURY, 
A. M., Teacher of the High School, Cambridge, Mass. Eighth Edition. 
l12mo. pp. 94. Halfcloth. 20c. 

Professor Felton writes, ‘‘I have read your ‘ Manual of English 
Grammar’ with attention. It seems to me to have the qualities of 
simplicity, brevity, and clearness, toa remarkable degree. All that is 
essential to an exact knowledge of the English language, and of the 
practice of the most correct writers, it appears to me, you have brought 
within a very narrow compass. As a practical grammar of the English 
language, it cannot fail to be useful both to teachers and scholars. 
The outline of the principles of Rhetoric, at the end, is concise and in- 
telligible. It contains directions in the art of composition, which 
will prove valuable, not only to young scholars, but to many practised 
writers.” 


GOLDSBURY’S SEQUEL TO THE GRAMMAR. 
A Sequel to the Common School Grammar; containing, in Addition to 
other Materials and Illustrations, Notes and Critical Remarks on the 
Philosophy of the English Language, and explaining some of its most 
difficult idiomatic Phrases; designed for the Use of the First Class in 
Common Schools. By Joun Gotpsspury, A. M., Teacher of the High 
School, Cambridge, Mass. 12mo. pp. 110. Hatfcloth. 20c. 

Pr >fessor Sears, in speaking of these two works, (the Grammar and 
Ser sel,) says, ‘‘The titles of these two books are a faithful descrip- 
tion of their contents. They fully come up to that which they promise. 
Murray’s Grammar is taken for the basis, but the author is by no means 
confined to one master. He exhibits resources and talents of his own. 
No work on the subject has pleased us more. The first is wholly ele- 
mentary. The second introduces the advanced scholar to an acquaint- 
ance with some of the most interesting facts relating to his native 
tongue.”’ 


GOLQDQSBURY’S NEW THEORIES OF GRAMMAR. 
A Brief Review of four different Theories of English Grammar, opposed 
to that of Murray. With an Appendix, giving some Account of Parti- 
cles, Combinations, Auxiliaries, Ellipses, Idiomatic Phrases, &c. By 
JoHN GotpspuRy, A. M., Teacher of the High School, Cambridge, 
Mass. 12mo. pp. 82. Paper. 20c. 


HILL’S ARITHMETIC. 
* An Elementary Treatise on Arithmetic, designed as an Introduction to 
. Perrce’s Course of Pure Mathematics, and as a Sequel to the Arith- 
metics used in the High Schools of New England. By Tuomas Hix1, 
lvol. 12mo. pp. 94. Halfcloth. 374ce. 
‘‘ This work aims rather at the development of ideas, than the incul- 
cation of rules. It would teach the student how to think, how to 
handle the idea of numbers with which he is familiar.’”— The Pref- 


ace, 
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LACROIX’S ALGEBRA. 
Elements of ebra. By 8. F. Lacrorx. Translated from the 
French, for the Use of Students, by JoHn Farrar. Third Edition. 
lvol. 8vo. ¥1,00. 


MASON ON GOVERNMENT. 

* An Elementary Treatise on the Structure and Operations of the Na- 
tional and State Governments of the United States. Designed for the 
Use of Schools and Academies, and for General Readers. By Coar_es 
Mason, A. M., Counsellor at Law. l2mo. pp. 233. Sheep. . 

“‘T do not hesitate to pronounce it an exceedingly useful, valuable, 
and accurate treatise on the subject, and admirably adapted for our 
academies by its clearness, its excellent arrangement, and its detailed 
views of many of our institutioas.” — Hon. Juage Story. 


MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 
A System of Moral Philosophy, adapted to Children and Families, and 
especially to Common Schools. By Rev. D. Sreeie, and a Friend. 
18mo. pp. 80. Halfcloth. 15c. 

‘This work having been submitted, while in manuscript, to Drs. Day, 
Silliman, Bond, Potter, Durbin, and others, and by them having been 
pronounced ‘ very good,’ needs no other recommendation, than to say 
that it is contained in a small 18mo. of 80 pages, well printed, with a 
good, large, fair type; and that the style is so simple, easy, plain, and 
intelligible, that it is next to impossible to misunderstand it.” — Chris- 
tan ate. 


OUTLINES OF ANALYSIS. 

* Outlines of the Course of Qualitative Analysis, followed in the Giessen 
Laboratory. By Henry WILL, P. D., Professor of Chemistry in the 
University of Giessen. With a Preface by Banon Liezia. First Amer- 
ican Edition. 12mp. Edited by Prof. Hosrorp. Cloth. 75c. 


STEWART’S PHILOSOPHY. 
_ Elements of the Philosophy of the Human Mind. re D ‘G@aLD 


Stewart. New stereotype Edition. 1 vol. Svo. pp. Sheep. 


$2,60 
The present edition of this work was reprinted from the last English 
edition, on a new type, and, unlike the previous, the notes are 
incorporated as foot-notes, and the Addenda has been placed in the 
various pages where it belongs, the whole making one volume of 627 
ages. The merits of this work asa text-book are well and favorably 
nown, and it is now used in Harvard, Yale, and other colleges. 


PEIRCE'S ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON SOUND; 
Designed for the Use of High Schools and Colleges. Compiled by 
BENJAMIN Perrce, A. M., Perkins Professor of Mathematics and As- 
tronomy in Harvard University. 8vo. pp. 276. Plates. Cloth. $1,650. 

‘¢ Professor Peirce lays no claim to originality in this work. He tells 
us that he made Sir John Herschel’s Treatise on Sound, written for 
the Encyclopedia Metropolitana, the basis of his own book. In re 
modelling that work, he has consulted all the works on sound of any, 
consequence, as well as imbodied the very important discoveries re- 
cently made by Faraday; in a word, he has wrought a pleasing and 
symmetrical whole out of all the loose and scattered materials which 
relate to the subject. The labor of such a task is immense, and it is no 
small praise to say that it has been done accurately, and leaves nothing 
more to be desired.” — NV. A. Review. 
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PEIRCE’S MATHEMATICS. 
A Course of Instruction in Pure Mathematics, for the Use of Students. 
By Benzamin Pernce, A. M., Perkins Professor of Mathematics and 
Astronomy in Harvard University. 


AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON ALGEBRA, 
To which are added Exponential Equations and Logarithms. Third 
Edition. 12mo. pp. 283. Sheep. 84c. 
‘*We can say nothing better for the book than that he (Prof. P.) 
prepared it, and that it fully sustains the reputation for science which 
e has already won. Those who are interested in the subject will find 
many new things in this treatise, deserving their attention, particu- 
larly the polynomial theorem of Arbogast.’ — Ezaminer. 


AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON GEOMETRY. 
An Elementary Treatise on Plane and Solid Geometry. 1 vol. 12mo. 
pp. 170. With Plates. .Second Edition. Sheep. 84c. 

‘* The book is throughout simple, though neat and concise; and, as 
far as we can see, leaves nothing to be desired in this branch of math- 
ematics. Every page shows the same power of condensing, and the 
same neatness and elegance, for which the two works on trigonometry, 
by the same author, are so remarkable.”’ — N. A. Review. 


AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON TRIGONOMETRY. 
An Elementary Treatise on Plane and Spherical Trigonometry ; 
with their Applications to Navigation, Surveying, Heights and Dis- 
tances, and Spherical Astronomy, and particularly adapted to explain- 
ing the Construction of Bowditch’s Navigator, and the Nautical Alma- 
nac. Third Edition. 12me. pp. 450. ith Plates. Sheep’ $1,650. 

‘“‘The work of which we give the title above (Plane and Spherical 
Trigonometry) is part of a course of elementary mathematics, which he 

Prof. P.) has given notice that he intends to publish. They show, 
throughout, the marks of an original thinker. But in this work there 
is a unity and homogeneousness, which shows that it is not mere com-. 
pilation, but that it has passed through and been reproduced by the 
author's own mind. The analysis is conducted throughout in the most 
finished and elegant manner.’’ — N. A. Review. 

** As a text-book for such a course of instruction as is usually taught 
in our colleges, it (the Plane Trigonometry) seems to be superior to 
any before published on that subject; and, if the projected course of 
elementary treatises be carried out in the <ame spirit and style, there 
is no doubt they will be highly useful to lb. h teachers and pupils.” — 
Mathematical Miscellany. \ 


ON CURVES, FUNCTIONS, AND FORCES. - 
Volume First, containing Analytic Geometry ana {Differential Calculus. 
12mo. pp. 304. Illustrated by 167 Figures. Sheep. $1,25. 

Volume Second, containing Integral Calculus and Analytical Me- 
chanics. 12mo. pp. 298. Sheep. $1,20. 

‘‘This volume is marked with almost every excellence that can be 
sought in a work of the kind. In beauty and compactness of symbols, 
in terseness and simplicity of style, in vigor and originality of thonght, 
and in happy selections of lines of investigation, it equals the first vol- 
ume —as high praise as we could bestow.” — hvistian Examiner. 
Volume Third, containiug Application of Analytical Mechanics to 
Physics and — n press. 
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PICTORIAL NATURAL HISTORY. 
A Pictorial Natural History; embracing a View of the Mineral, Vege- 
table, and Animal Kingdoms. For the Use of Schools. By 8S. G. 
GoopricH. With 400 Cuts. 12mo. pp. 416. Half morocco. 1,00. 


‘‘The style in which the work is written has all the fascination of 
Peter Parley’s pen, and is more attractive than fiction.” — Providence 
Journal. 

‘‘It is enlivened by descriptions of the most striking and interestin 
points in the history of each object, and the scientific and technica 
words employed are simplified and explained.” — Boston Advertiser. 


‘‘ Many of the latest discoveries in Nature’s vast cabinet are brought 
before us in a familiar and comprehensible manner. It will be useful, 
not only to schools, but in families also.’’ — Olive Branch, N. Y. 


WILLIAMS’S ALGEBRA. 
An Elementary Treatise on Algebra, in Theory and Practice, with At- 
tempts to simplify some of the more difficult Parts of that Science. 
To which is added an Appendix, on the Application of Algebra to Ge- 
ometry. By Joun D. Witiiams. 12mo. pp. 605. Sheep. $1,00. 


WHATELY'S LOGIC. 
Elements of Logic; comprising the Substance of the Article in the 
Encyclopedia Metropolitana; with Additions, &c. By RicHarp 
WuatreE ty, D. D., Archbishop of Dublin. 12mo. pp. 360. Cloth. 80c. 
‘‘This elementary treatise holds a very high rank among the educa- 
tional works of the day, having been introduced into many of the best 
managed and popular seminaries of learning, both in England and the 
United States. Itis got up in the usually correct and beautiful style 
of most Boston books.” — Merchant’s Magazine. 


QUESTIONS TO WHATELY’S LOGIC ; 
Prepared by a Teacher. In press. 


WHATELY’S RHETORIC. 
Elements of Rhetoric; comprising the Substance of the Article in the 
Encyclopedia Metropolitana; with Additions, &c. By RicHaRpD 
Wuate Ly, D. D., Archbishop of Dublin. 12mo. pp. 360. Cloth. 75c. 
‘* Both have been well received, and that which we are now to speak 
of [the Rhetoric] is adopted as a text-book in our higher seminaries.” 

— American Monthly Review. 


QUESTIONS TO WHATELY'S RHETORIC; 
Prepared by a Teacher. 12mo. pp. 34. Paper. 13c. 


WHATELY'’S LESSONS ON REASONING. 
asy Lessons on Reasoning, in Seventeen Lessons. By RICHARD 
Wuarte.y, D. D., Archbishop ‘of Dublin. 12mo. pp. 164. Cloth. 63c. 

In offering to the consideration of teachers and others the stereotype 
editions of the above works of Archbishop Whately, the publishers 
would say, that these works have been carefully revised by a practical 
teacher. The questions were made by one who has long felt the 

. need of a text-book with questions for examination, and it is believed 
that they will meet the desired object in all respects. 

‘¢ The work before us is an attempt to simplify the study of logic, and 
to set the young person at the good work o thinking, — thinking cor- 
rectly and speaking correctly. The attempt is admirable, and the vol- 
ume deserves general patronage.” — United States Gazette. 


13 








PUBLICATIONS BY JAMES MUNROE AND COMPANY. 





WORCESTER’S AMERICAN PRIMARY SPELLING-BOOK. 
Sixth Edition. 18mo. Half cloth. 10c. 
‘“‘It is intended to be used in teaching children the rudiments of 
reading and spelling, by a series of lessons addressed to the under- 
standing as well as to the eye,and memory.” — The Preface. 


WORCESTER’S SEQUEL TO THE SPELLING-BOOK. 
Eighth Edition. 12mo. Halfcloth. 15c. 

‘“‘The arrangements of these books are excellent. Many of. the 
spelling-lessons are accompanied with definitions, and classified as 
nouns, abstract nouns, adjectives, verbs, and words alike in sound but 
different in spelling and meaning, which we regard as an important 
improvement.’’ — Salem Observer. 


YOUNG LADIES’ ELOCUTIONARY READER; 

* Containing a Selection of Reading Lessons, by ANNA U. RussRit, 
and the Rules of Elocution, adapted to Female Readers, by WILLIAM 
RvussELL. 12mo. pp. 480. Sheep. §1,00. 


INTRODUCTION TO THE SAME, for Younger Classes. Sheep. 63c. 


* These works are intended to combine, in each volume, the twofold 
advantage of a series of Reading Lessons, selected under the special 
influence of feminine taste and its, with a manual of elocutio 
ada; essly to the systematic instruction of females in the art o 
reading. The ‘ Reader” and the “Introduction” are graduated in 
adaptation to each other, and, along with ‘‘ Russell’s Elementary 
Series and Sequel,’ furnish a complete course of Instruction, from the 
rudiments of spelling, to the rules and principles of elocutionary reading. 


** Here is a book worth having—well prepared, well printed, and 
adapted to the wants of the times. The accomplishment of fine elocu- 
tion has never taken its just rank in our systems of female education. 

‘‘The rules given by Mr. Russell for the management of the voice 
evince judgment and experience; and the taste exhibited in a copious 
selection from the treasures of elegant literature, is fine and unex- 
ceptionable. We are truly glad that this important subject has been 
taken up by pens so competent to illustrate it, and trust that a book 
which so happily combines eloquence with poetical wisdom, will find 
the favor that it deserves from the teachers and pupils of our country.’ 
— Hartford Cowant. 


From the Rev. Dr. Putnam, Chairman of the School Committee of Roxbury. 


‘¢Mr. Russell’s two volumes, ‘The Young Ladies’ Elocutionar 
Reader,’ and the ‘Introduction’ to the same, have been introduce 
into our principal girls’ grammar schools. They give great satisfac- 
tion to the teachers and the committee. I consider them incompara- 
bly the best books, for young ladies’ reading-books, that have ever been 
compiled in this country. The selections have been made with good 
judgment and taste; and Mr. Russell’s well-known skill in the science 
and practice of elocution is manifested to good purpose in the intro- 
ductory remarks aud illustrations. These volumes are a very valuable 
addition to our school literature. 

‘‘Roxsury, Jan. 27, 1846.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS. 


ABBOT FAMILY. 
* A History of the Abbot Family, with a full Genealogical Index. Pre- 
pared by Rev. EPHRAIM ABBOT. 8vo. In press. 


AMERICAN ALMANAC, 
And Repository of Useful Knowledge. Published annually, since 1830. 
12mo. Paper. Price per vol. $1,00. 
‘‘This book is invaluable. There is no work of the same volume, 
published on this continent, of equal merit as a statistical calendar and 
repository of useful knowledge.” — Merchant’s Magazine. 


A few complete sets only remain. 


ALFRED; OR, THE EFFECTS OF TRUE REPENTANCE. 
And the Better Part. By the Author of “Sophia Morton.” 18mo. 
Cloth. C. 


BALLANTYNE’S REFUTATION 
Of the Misstatements in Lockhart’s Scott. 12mo. Paper. 4c. 


BSREMER, (FREDERIKA.) THE BONDMAID. 
From the Swedish. 1i6mo. Boards. 60c. 


BREMER, (FREDERIKA.) THE NEIGHBORS. 
2vols. 12mo. Cloth. §1,00. 


BREMER, (FREDERIKA.) THE H— FAMILY. 
lvol. 12mo. Cloth. 63c. 


BREMER, (FREDERIKA.) THE PRESIDENT’S DAUGHTERS. 
lvol. 12mo. Cloth. 63c. 


BOWEN’S ESSAYS ON SPECULATIVE PHILOSOPHY. 

* Critical Essays on a few Subjects connected with the History and 
Present Condition of Speculative Philosophy. By Francis Bowen, 
A. M. Second Edition. 12mo. pp. 370. Cloth. $1,25. 


BULFINCH. THE HOLY LAND AND ITS INHABITANTS ; 
Being a Description of this interesting Country, and also a History of 
it, Ancient and Modern, its Antiquities, &c. &c. By S. G. BuLFINCcH. 
18mo. Cloth. 40c. . 


BU!_LFINCH’S LAYS OF THE GOSPEL, 
Sy S.G. BuLrincn. 16mo. Cloth. 75c. 
‘One of the sweetest volumes of sacred poetry that has appeared 
fr »m the American press.” — ‘Transcript. 


B/CON’S POEMS. 


16mo. In press. 


BROOKS'S SONGS AND BALLADS; 
Translated from Uhland, Korner, Borger, and other German Lyric 
Poets. With Notes. By Cuar.es T. Brooks. 12mo. Cloth. $1,00. 
‘‘In this volume we have presented to us a string of beautiful pearls, 


and think the volume well worthy a place among the selected poetry 
of the day.” — Christian Review. 


BROOKS’S WILLIAM TELL, 


* A Drama, in Five Acts, from the German of ScHILLER. By CHARLES 
T. Brooks. 12mo. Cloth. 62c. 
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CHANNING’S (W. E.) WORKS. 
* First Complete American Edition, with an Introduction. 6 vols. 12mo. 
Cloth. 3,00. , 
eS This edition of the works was published under the author’s own 
supervision. 


CHANNING’S SELF-CULTURE; 
With a Biographical Sketch of the Author. 16mo. Cloth, gilt. 37§c. 


‘Tt should be the pocket companion of every young man in the 
country, and to be found on every lady’s centre-table.’’ — Cudésvator. 
‘It is, indeed, a gem of English composition, of sound, vigorous 
thought, and pure wisdom.” — Mobile Register. 


CHANNING’S (W. E.) POEMS. 
* First Series. 16mo. Boards. $1,00. 


CHANNING’S (W. E.) POEMS. 
© Second Series. 16mo. Boards. 63c. 
- There is hardly a piece in this volume that has not merits.” — 
une. 


CHALMERS’S HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES. 
Introduction to the History of the Revolt of the American Colonies; 
being a Comprehensive View of its Origin, derived from the State 
Papers contained in the Public Offices of Great Britain, &c. 2 vols 
8vo. Cloth. 4,00. 

‘‘Of the work now before us, no portion has ever been published m 
England. A portion of it was printed in London, but suppressed by 
the author. Strange to say, our country has the honor of publishing 
this work of an Englishman, written, too, for the purpose of telling the 
English side of the story, and of representing their case. Part of it is 
printed from a copy of the suppressed volume, and the remainder from 
the complete manuscript which the author left behind him at his 
death.” — Boston Daily Advertiser. 


CHRISTIAN EXAMINER, 
Complete to 1844. 35 vols. 8vo. $25,00. 
The pages of this work have been enriched by contributions from the 
pens o orcester, Channing, Norton, Greenwood, Ware, and others. 


CLEVELAND'S VOYAGES. 
A Narrative of Voyages and Commercial Enterprises. By RicHARD 
J. CLEVELAND. 2vols. 12mo. Cloth. $1, 


COLERIDGE’S CONFESSION OF AN INQUIRING SPIRIT ; 
' Bdited from the Author’s Manuscript, by Henry NELSON CoLE- 
RIDGE, Esq., M. A. 16mo. Cloth. c. 


CUSHING’S TRUSTEE PROCESS. oo 
A Practical Treatise on the Trustee Process, or Foreign Attachment, 
of the Laws of Massachusetts and Maine; with an Appendix, contain- 
ing the Statutes of all the New England States on that Subject. By 
L. 8. Cusuine. 8vo. Sheep. §1,/0. 


DEWEY’S DISCOURSES ON HUMAN LIFE. 
14mo. Cloth. 75c. "7 
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HEINE’S LETTERS. 
© Letters Auxiliary to the History of Modern Pelite Literature in Ger- 
many. From the German. By G. W. Haven. l6mo. Cloth. 50c. 


HOUSEKEEPER’S ASSISTANT; 

Composed upon Temperance Principles, with Instructions in the Art 
of making a Kinds of Pastry, Confectionery, &c.; also for the Cook- 
ing of all the various Kinde of Meats and Vegetables; witha Variety 
of useful Information, and Receipts never before published. By an old 
Housekeeper. Fourth Edition. 12mo. Cloth. 38c. 

‘There is no guess-work about these receipts. The arrangement 
of the book is superior to any we have seen. To the experienced 
housekeeper it will be useful; to the inexperienced, a treasure.” — 


HISTORY OF FRAMINGHAM. 

® A History of Framingham, Massachusetts, including the Plantation, 
from 1640 to the Present Time; with an Appendix, containing a Notice 
of Sudbury and its first Proprietors; also, a Register of the Inhab- 
itants of ingham before 1800, with Genealogical Sketches. By 
WILiiaM Barry, late Pastor of the First Church in Framingham. 8vo. 


Cloth. 1,50. 


HISTORY OF CAMBRIDGE, 
* From its Earliest Settlement to the Present Time. By Rev. Lucrug 
R. Paras. In Preparation. 


MISTORY OF BEVERLY, 
® Civil and Ecclesiastical, from its Settlement, in 1630, te IM42. By 
EpWIN M. Sronz. l2mo. Cloth. $1,00. 


JOUFFROY’S INTRODUCTION TO ETHICS, 
* Including a Critical Survey of Moral Systems. Translated from the 
French, by WiLL1amM H. CHannine. 2 vols. 12mo. §2,00. 


This work consists of a critical review of various ethical systems, 
aiming to give a fair view of the merite and demerits, with especial 
regard to the particular points wherein lie the qualities of each. To 
every student of moral philosophy, and of the history of the human 
mind, such a sketch must be of great interest and value. 


JARVES’S SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

* History of the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands, embracing their An- 
tiquities, Legends, Discovery by Europeans in the Sixteenth Centu- 
af Re-discovery by Cook, with their Civil, Religious, and Political 

istory from the Earliest Period to the Present ‘lime. By James J. 
Janves, Member of the Am, Oriental Society. With Maps and Plates. 
8vo. Cloth. $2,265. 


‘The book is carefully prepared, and furnishes a highly-attractive 
narrative. It is 2 history fa cf ite pessages of romance, for these 
islands have en exempted from. the stirring excitements o er 
communities.” ~~Bosten Dasly Advertiser. ore 

‘‘It supplies a deficiency in our literature, and is finished im such a 
manner that if will not have to be done again. This work will be a 

vorite. affords information: not easily found elaewhare, and, if 
attainable at all, only to be collected by great labor, and fram a variety 
of sources.” — Beptist Memorial. 
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repository of useful knowledge.” — Merchant’s Magazine. 
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lvol. 12mo. Cloth. 63c. 
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* Critical Essays on a few Subjects connected with the History and 
Present Condition of Speculative Philosophy. By Francis Bowen, 
A.M. Second Edition. 12mo. pp. 370. Cloth. $1,25. 
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Being a Description of this interesting Country, and also a History of 
it, Ancient and Modern, its Antiquities, &c. &c. By S. G. BuLFINCH. 
18mo. Cloth. 0c. ; 
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sy 8.G. Butrincn. 16mo. Cloth. 75c. 
“One of the sweetest volumes of sacred poetry that has appeared 
fr »m the American press.” — Transcript. 
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